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Topic I: Mobilizing Resources for Post COVID-19 Recovery

The COVID-19 pandemic wrought massive economic damage and put developmental
progress at risk as global demand dropped, unemployment rose, and resources were
reallocated to respond to the health crisis.1 As recovery continues, the international
community has resoundingly called for efforts to be made to “catch up” and leverage the
recovery for sustainable development.2 The United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD) has stressed the need to fully implement the Addis Ababa
Action Agenda in order to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
including by promoting both official development assistance and foreign direct
investment. UNCTAD, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) , and the
international financial institutions have all established mechanisms specifically to aid
recovery efforts from COVID-19 and UNCTAD has also established programs aimed at
identifying the best ways to leverage recovery in lower- and middle-income countries.3
Vulnerability to high levels of debt accumulated during the crisis, a decrease in
remittances levels, and a slow in the implementation of development projects have all
been identified as issues that may be partially addressed with international action.4

Topic II: Leave No One Behind: Inclusive Development

When the 2030 Agenda was adopted, “leave no one behind” became a vocal
international promise, in part because Member States, regardless of their levels of
development, recognized the power of inclusivity.5 Empowering and including
marginalized communities, those excluded do to reasons such as age, gender,
disability, sexual identity and other reasons,  such that they are included in development
activities and are beneficiaries of developmental progress has been identified as a key
component of achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.6 Improving
access to infrastructure, basic services, and employment for marginalized communities
can boost local economic prosperity and allows those communities to directly contribute
to development.7 Legal frameworks that inhibit marginalized communities from fully
participating in the economy can also be removed. Several UN bodies work to improve
the conditions of specific marginalized groups, but UNDP and UNCTAD both have
programs explicitly aimed at economic inclusion.8
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https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/2030-agenda-for-sustainable-development/prosperity/development-pla
nning-and-inclusive-sustainable-growth.html
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https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/keys-americas-economic-growth-are-low-income-and-marginalized-communities

6 https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/economic-empowerment/facts-and-figures
5 https://unsdg.un.org/2030-agenda/universal-values/leave-no-one-behind
4 https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/financing_for_development_covid19_part_ii_hosg.pdf
3 https://unctad.org/project/response-and-recovery-mobilising-financial-resources-development-time-covid-19
2 https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/financing_for_development_covid19_part_ii_hosg.pdf
1 https://www.statista.com/topics/6139/covid-19-impact-on-the-global-economy/
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