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Topic I: Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space

Outer Space is defined as anything beyond the atmosphere of the Earth, including the
Moon and other Celestial bodies.1 While it offers seemingly endless opportunities for
exploration and technological advancement, it could also pose great risks if
weaponized. In 1966, The United Nations General Assembly adopted resolution 2222
outlining the agreed upon governing principles of space. The Committee on the
Peaceful Use of Outer Space (COPUOS) will meet in August 2021 to discuss topics
concerning the Space 2030 Agenda, the long term sustainability of outer space
activities, and the use of nuclear power in space.2 The importance of space has
increased dramatically as Member States utilize the frontier for satellites that are vital to
many of the everyday conveniences for global citizens, but also for domestic military
functions. 2020 saw the adoption of General Assembly Resolution 75/36 entitled
Reducing space threats through norms, rules and principles of responsible behaviours
which mostly called for more examination into what Member States want for the future
of Outer Space and more specialized research on the topic to be made.3

Topic II: Measures to Eliminate International Terrorism

The unpredictability of international terrorism in location and methods means that global
cooperation is vital to combating and securing against this constant threat. In 2018
Secretary-General António Guterres created the United Nations Office on
Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT) in an effort to centralize the UN’s efforts on the elimination
of terrorism.4 The United Nations Counter-Terrorism Centre (UNCCT) identifies violent
extremism as international terrorism. In UN resolution 72/284, Member States are asked
to implement best practices to decrease the distribution of extremist messages which
lead to extremist actions, particularly when younger, and poorer global citizens are
exposed.5 The vision of the UNCCT is to implement the pillars of the counter-terrorism
strategy, foster international cooperation, and coordinate effective response to terrorist
activities. 6 In April 2021 the UNOCT released a video message indicating the concerns
and efforts must also be made to integrate victim centric approaches into legislation.7
Terrorism continues to diversify, evolve, and expand and with such the international
community has more work ahead.8

8https://www.un.org/counterterrorism/sites/www.un.org.counterterrorism/files/210305_final_usg_report_briefing_7t
h_review.pdf

7https://www.un.org/counterterrorism/sites/www.un.org.counterterrorism/files/210412_usg_remarks_ipa_cis_final_0
5_april_2021_as_delivered.pdf

6 https://www.un.org/counterterrorism/cct/vision
5 https://www.undocs.org/A/RES/72/284
4 https://www.un.org/counterterrorism/global-ct-compact
3 https://undocs.org/A/RES/75/36
2 https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/copuos/current.html
1 https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/outerspacetreaty.html
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