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United Nations Security Council 

Mandate of The United Nations Security Council  

One of the six main organs of the UN, the Security Council is the primary body for 
addressing matters regarding international peace and security.1 Measures decided by 
the Security Council are legally binding under international law, as mandated by Article 
25 of the Charter of the United Nations.2 Other organs of the UN, such as the General 
Assembly, issue resolutions that are not legally binding.3 
 
The actions the Security Council can take regarding the peaceful settlement of disputes 
is outlined in Chapter VI of the Charter of the United Nations.4 These actions include, 
but are not limited to, investigating disputes that may threaten international peace and 
security, adjudication, mediation, and issuing recommended actions to prevent violence 
and conflict.5 If the Security Council determines the existence of more serious threats to 
international peace and security such as a breach of peace or act of aggression, the 
Security Council can impose sanctions under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United 
Nations.6 The types of sanctions the Security Council implements can vary in scope and 
purpose. Economic sanctions, such as boycotts and trade embargoes, can be used to 
deprive a country of the economic benefits of international trade in an effort to pressure 
countries to comply with international agreements.7 Other forms of sanctions, such as 
arms embargoes, travel bans, and freezing of assets, allow the Security Council to 
combat aggressors by targeting their means to acquire weapons and recruits.8  Only 
when it is determined that the actions described have or would fail to address threats to 
peace does the Security Council considering authorizing the use of armed forces.9 

Membership 

The Security Council is comprised of 15 Member States. China, France, the Russian 
Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States are the 5 permanent members, 
who have the authority to veto any substantive decisions.10 These five members are 
often called the P5.11 The other ten Member States are elected by the General 

 
1 Publantz et al. “Encyclopedia of the United Nations, Second Edition.” 2008.  
2 United Nations Conference on International Organization. “Charter of the United Nations.” 1945. 
3 Publantz et al. “Encyclopedia of the United Nations, Second Edition.” 2008.  
4 United Nations Conference on International Organization. “Charter of the United Nations.” 1945. 
5 Publantz et al. “Encyclopedia of the United Nations, Second Edition.” 2008; United Nations Conference 
on International Organization “Charter of the United Nations.” 1945. 
6 United Nations Conference on International Organization “Charter of the United Nations.” 1945. 
7 Smeets. “Can Economics Sanctions Be Effective?” 2018. 
8 United Nations Security Council. “Security Council Committee pursuant to resolutions 1267 (1999) 1989 
(2011) and 2253 (2015) concerning ISIL (Da’esh) Al-Qaida and associated individuals groups 
undertakings and entities.” 
9 United Nations Conference on International Organization. “Charter of the United Nations.” 1945. 
10 Publantz et al. “Encyclopedia of the United Nations, Second Edition.” 2008. 
11 Dag Hammarskjöld Library. “On what basis was Security Council permanent membership granted?” 



Assembly for two-year terms as non-permanent members.12 Originally, the Security 
Council consisted of the P5 and six non-permanent members, however, in 1963 the 
General Assembly amended the Charter of the United Nations to increase the number 
of non-permanent Member States to ten.13 Since the 1950s there have been many 
debates concerning how to apportion membership among regional groups.14 In recent 
years, some Member States have called for Security Council reform, specifically 
expanding representation in the P5 to include underrepresented regions such as Africa 
and removing the veto power of the permanent members.15 

Reporting 

To assist in performing its functions, the Security Council is able to create subsidiary 
bodies such as committees and working groups regarding both procedural and 
substantive matters.16 Some of these subsidiary bodies include the Counter-Terrorism 
Committee, Non-Proliferation Committee, United Nations Military Staff Committee, 
Sanctions Committee, Working Group on Peacekeeping Operations, and the Ad Hoc 
Working Group on Conflict Prevention and Resolution in Africa.17  
 
While directly overseen by the department of Peace Operations, Peacekeeping 
Operations are established and mandated by the Security Council. Though it is one of 
the main tools that the Security Council uses to maintain international peace and 
security, peacekeeping operations are not explicitly provisioned by the Charter of the 
United Nations.18 When deploying peacekeeping operations, however, the Security 
Council has often invoked Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations to justify its 
actions.19 In these instances, the Security Council formally approves the establishment 
of a peacekeeping operation through adoption of a resolution, which details the 
mandate of the operation, a time frame for the operation, and authorizes the 
deployment of troops.20 Mandates may consist of, among other tasks, facilitating the 
political process, protecting and promoting human rights, helping restore and extend 
State authority, and assisting in the restoration of the rule of law.21 Though 
peacekeeping operations can be an effective tool in the maintenance of international 
peace and security, various challenges can undermine the achievement of sustainable 
peace, including unfocused mandates, lack of political solutions, and threats to 
peacekeeper security.22  

 
12 Publantz et al. “Encyclopedia of the United Nations, Second Edition.” 2008.  
13 Dag Hammarskjöld Library. “On what basis was Security Council permanent membership granted?” 
14 Ibid. 
15 United Nations Department of Global Communications. “Member States Call for Removing Veto Power, 
Expanding Security Council to Include New Permanent Seats, as General Assembly Debates Reform 
Plans for 15-Member Organ.” 2018. 
16 United Nations Security Council. “Committees, Working Groups and Ad Hoc Bodies.” 
17 Ibid. 
18 United Nations Peacekeeping. “Mandates and Legal Basis for Peacekeeping.” 
19 Ibid. 
20 Dag Hammarskjöld Library. “UN Documentation: Peacekeeping.”; United Nations Peacekeeping. 
“Forming a New Operation.” 
21 Ibid. 
22 United Nations Peacekeeping. “Action for Peacekeeping (A4P).” 
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Security Council 
 

Topic A: Combating the Weaponization of Misinformation 
 
The technology of today gives the world limitless opportunities to spread ideas, 
opinions, and see what happens on the other side of the world. The population of 
today’s technologically advanced world no longer needs to account for the physical 
distance for a message to travel from Central Asia to South America; rather, individuals 
can now turn to nearly-ubiquitous internet connections to learn what is happening 
anywhere in the world almost instantaneously. As with any new development, 
technological advances can have remarkable influence on the conflicts of today.1 In a 
way like never before, extremist groups, intelligence agencies, and counter-intelligence 
agencies have access to the general public through the internet.2 State and non-State 
actors are able to use Artificial Intelligence to doctor existing video, audio, and pictures 
and produce “deepfakes”, seemingly authentic but actually fictitious footage or pictures 
stitched together from existing footage.3 These capabilities have the potential to 
influencing otherwise free and fair elections, and evidence has shown misinformation is 
being spread from State actors, non-State actors, and even mainstream political parties, 
both from within and without individual countries’ borders.4 Such actions negatively 
impact the ability of the international community to achieve SDG 16, for Peace, Justice 
and Strong Institutions through manipulation of public sentiment, societal narratives, 
and general governance. Infringing upon a State’s right to a free and fair election 
through this weaponization of misinformation by giving the general public false rhetoric 
goes can be perceived as an act of aggression.  
 
It is important to note that misinformation can lead to and is often coupled with 
disinformation.5 While similar and often used interchangeably, the two terms have 
distinct differences. In a basic sense, misinformation is any information that is false or 
incorrect, whereas disinformation is purposely false or inaccurate information.6 An entity 
or person may unknowingly spread misinformation; an entity aware of the false nature 
of a statement would be spreading disinformation. However, both mis- and 
disinformation, whether created by a state or non-state actor, can interfere with a 
society’s knowledge of a situation, possibly inciting violence, discriminatory behaviors, 
and more.7 While the progenitor of a particular falsehood may be deliberately spreading 
disinformation, the unknowing person who sees and then shares that statement finds 
themselves spreading misinformation.8 It is important to note that mis- and 
disinformation are not always limited to purely political or electoral objectives. For 

 
1 United Nations. “A New Era of Conflict and Violence.”  
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
4 OSCE. “Joint Declaration on Freedom of Expression and Elections in the Digital Age.” 2020.  
5 UNODC. "Information warfare, disinformation and electoral fraud.” 
6 Ibid. 
7 OSCE. “Joint Declaration on Freedom of Expression and Elections in the Digital Age.” 2020. 
8 Ibid. 



example, the COVID-19 crisis has been affected by a spike in misinformation around 
the virus, necessitating a major commitment from the UN and other organizations to 
counter misinformation.9  
 
Background 
 
It is easy to believe that the mobilization of disinformation and misinformation is a new 
problem that is facing the international community. However, while the incredible 
virulence of modern mis- and disinformation is new, the concept of false information 
affecting societies is not new to the modern age. There are early records indicating that 
in Ancient Rome, a political enemy of Antony launched a smear campaign with false 
information which led to Antony’s political demise.10 When the use of misinformation 
and disinformation throughout the course of history is examined, it can be seen that 
false narratives can be used both to support falsehoods and detract from truths.11 Due 
to the manner in which misinformation and disinformation are spread, the Special 
Rapporteur on the Promotion and Protection of the Right to Freedom of Opinion and 
Expression has thoroughly examined this new threat to peace and sovereignty.12 It has 
proven a difficult task to holistically review and provide guidance to Member States 
without also infringing upon free speech principles, especially those regarding 
promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression in all its 
manifestations.13 
 
In 2017, the Joint Declaration on ‘Fake News’, Disinformation and Propaganda, issued 
by several different international monitors, brought together leaders and representatives 
for freedom of expression around the world to discuss how disinformation can be 
addressed by the international community.14 The Joint Declaration drew attention to a 
common rhetoric that came to the world of media, now commonly recognized as “fake 
news”, and the growing rate of disinformation and propaganda spread through social 
media and perpetuated by both State and non-State actors.15 It further noted concerns 
for the general public being fed and then spreading misinformation through the 
advancements of technologies, but also acknowledged that repressive forms of 
silencing media and news outlets diminish public opinion and thought. It emphasized 
the delicate balance that is must be made to raise awareness about deliberately false 
news stories, disinformation and propaganda.16 The Declaration went on to lay out the 
some of the first formal attempts at attacking the problems of widespread 
misinformation without suppressing freedoms of press and news and tries to make 
distinctions between opinion pieces and those that are claiming to be factual and there 
are still many holes.  

 
9 United Nations. “UN tackles ‘infodemic’ of misinformation and cybercrime in COVID-19 crisis.” 2020.  
10 UNESCO. “Journalism, ‘Fake News’ & Disinformation.” 2018.  
11 Ibid. 
12 OHCHR. "Freedom of Opinion and Expression – Annual Reports.”  
13 Ibid. 
14 OHCHR. “Freedom of Expression Monitors Issue Joint Declaration on ‘Fake News”, Disinformation and 
Propaganda.” 2017.  
15 OSCE. “Joint Declaration on Freedom of Expression and Elections in the Digital Age.” 2020. 
16 Ibid. 



In 2018, the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) published the Journalism, ‘Fake News’, & Disinformation Handbook for 
Journalism Education and Training, part of the “Global Initiative for Excellence in 
Journalism Education” aimed at teaching and sharing international good practices 
surrounding journalism and research.17 This guide included guidance for discussing the 
spread of misinformation, and expressed that journalism cannot be ignored as vectors 
of misinformation simply on the basis that news and media agencies will remain 
impartial and only report ‘the facts.’18 
 
Current Situation 
 
Actionable methods of dealing with misinformation are still being discussed and 
researched, with the UN currently underprepared to address widespread 
misinformation. Since the inception of the United Nations, there have been agreements 
such as A/RES/2625, A/RES/44/147, A/RES/48/124, and A/RES/49/180 all of which 
point to the obligation of Member States to respect a state’s sovereignty by not trying to 
influence the political, or electoral processes. What there has yet to be seen are 
commitments from the United Nations Security Council to hold disinformation and 
misinformation to the same standards as we see they have an impact that does invade 
borders.  
 
Freedom of Expression with Regard to Misinformation and Elections 
In April of 2020, the Joint Declaration on Freedom of Expression and Elections in the 
Digital Age acknowledged that while contemporary media, social media, and 
communications technologies are brought about play a larger role in elections to show 
the general public information and thus has increased disinformation to the general 
public. 19 Although the point is seen that this is an issue, the Declaration also indicates 
that no “general or ambiguous” laws on disinformation should be placed, but should 
have to pass requirements of legality, legitimacy of aim and necessity.20 Within the 
declaration it is suggested that states should consider addressing online disinformation 
by promoting fact-checking mechanism and public education around misinformation and 
disinformation.21 This leads to another problem that monitoring the effects of 
misinformation and disinformation will fall more to the general public than to the states 
to act themselves simply to not sanction the media in their state. Strengthening the role 
of the United Nations in enhancing the effectiveness of the principle of periodic and 
genuine elections and the promotion of democratization Report of the Secretary-
General published in August of 2019 also highlighted the effects the world has recently 
seen of the spread of disinformation on elections. 22 The report recognizes the growing 
influence on elections through the spread of disinformation on the internet that have led 
to hate speech, violence against women, and the inciting of violence for Member 

 
17 UNESCO. “Journalism, ‘Fake News’ & Disinformation.” 2018. 
18 Ibid. 
19 OSCE. “Joint Declaration on Freedom of Expression and Elections in the Digital Age.” 2020. 
20 Ibid. 
21 Ibid. 
22 United Nations General Assembly. “United Nations Electoral Assistance: Report of the Secretary 
General A/74/285.” 2019.  



States.23 While the report acknowledges that, while at this point in time the data must 
still be analyzed to gauge exactly how much this spread of misinformation effects 
electoral processes, the understanding is that without adherence to effective standards 
the issue it will only grow. 24 
 
Misinformation, Disinformation, and the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
As many parts of the world are still living in the COVID-19 Pandemic, the United Nations 
and its partner agencies find themselves not only trying to get resources to those who 
need it most to fight the pandemic and stay healthy, but also combatting active 
misinformation regarding the pandemic. With such falsehoods ranging from the 
assertion that COVID-19 can be spread through radio waves and mobile towers to the 
extent at which disinfectants can be used to defeat the virus, the United Nations has 
had to come up with creative ways to make sure accurate information around the virus 
is communicated.25 They created “Verified”, a platform that persons can sign up to 
become “information volunteers” and where factually correct information about COVID-
19 is prepared and can be easily shared by the volunteers with their online 
communities.26 The UN is also utilizing anti-misinformation techniques beyond 
technology and the internet: for example, refugee camps in Bangladesh provided 
persons with bicycles and megaphones to spread information door to door.27 The next 
call to action came from the UN’s Global Communications efforts with a campaign 
encouraging persons to “pause before sharing” possibly misleading or incorrect 
content.28 A primary concept of this campaign was to encourage persons to think before 
they post, consider the impact the post could have, and question the credibility of a 
source before sharing.  
 
Future Outlook 
 
As evidenced by the ongoing discussion in the international community, misinformation 
and disinformation can influence political processes, increase problems related to health 
pandemics, bring into question the validity and importance of free press, and spread 
falsehoods rapidly. What the United Nations and specifically the Security Council can do 
about this remains to be seen. Would it be appropriate for a statement to come from the 
UN Security Council (UNSC) against the spread of disinformation on foreign political 
affairs? Is it appropriate for the UNSC to indicate that such types of misinformation 
spread by linkages to state agencies impede sovereignty? As the United Nations 
enlisted volunteers of all kinds to help with stopping the ‘infodemic’ and spread of 
misinformation regarding COVID-19, should there be a statement made from the UNSC 
that states need to better hold their news agencies accountable for the wide spread of 

 
23 Ibid. 
24 Ibid. 
25 United Nations. “5 ways the UN is fighting ‘infodemic’ of misinformation.” 2020.  
26 United Nations. “Battling COVID-19 misinformation hands-on.” 2020.  
27 Ibid. 
28 United Nations News. “Pause before sharing, to help stop viral spread of COVID-19 misinformation.” 
2020. https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/06/1067422 
 



false health information? The next step for the UN and the UNSC will likely involve 
addressing these and related questions. 
 
Focus Questions 
 
As delegates engage in further research on this topic, they should consider: 
 

● Has your Member State been impacted by misinformation?  
● Does your Member State see the spread of disinformation in elections from 

outside nations as a violation of international law/sovereignty?  
● How does your Member State currently (if at all) handle widespread 

misinformation regarding public elections, health, and otherwise? 
● Is your Member State in favor of shutting down a news source for spread of 

disinformation? 
● How can the United Nations learn from the misinformation spread in the COVID-

19 pandemic to better address such crises in the future? 
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Security Council 
 

Topic B: Resource Scarcity and its Relation to Conflict 
 
As the global population rises, competition for resources increases and links 40% all 
internal conflicts of the past 60 years to the exploitation of natural resources.1 2 Conflict 
management with reference to resource scarcity may define global peace and security.3 
The World Trade Organization (WTO) defines natural resources as, “stocks of materials 
that exist in the natural environment that are both scarce and economically useful in 
production or consumption, either in their raw state or after a minimal amount of 
processing.”4 In 2015, 2.1 billion people lacked access to clean water.5 In 2018, 820 
million people faced hunger.6 Lack of access to these essential resources as well as 
precious resources such as oil and mineral deposits exacerbates extant problems.   
 
Adopting a resolution on Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development by the General Assembly in 2015 established Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs).7 SDG 12 specifically focuses on ensuring “sustainable consumption and 
production patterns.” 8 In efforts to achieve this goal in an informal environment, while 
collaborating with various experts, the Security Council has held several Arria-formula 
meetings on natural resources.9 In 2016, water, peace and security was discussed at 
the Security Council (SC) and in 2018, an Arria-formula meeting highlighted that water 
scarcity can affect food security and economic development.10 11 According to the World 
Resources Institute, water risks are security risks and can have grave political, social, 
and economic impact.12 Seeing the major risk to security, this issue is under the purview 
of the SC.  
 
 
 

 
1 UNEP. “Environmental cooperation for peacebuilding.”  
2 UNEP. “UNEP marks International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in War and 
Armed Conflict.” 2015. 
3 United Nations. “The EU-UN Partnership on Land, Natural Resources and Conflict Prevention.” 
4 WTO. “World Trade Report 2010: B. Natural resources: Definitions, trade patterns and globalization.” 
2010. 
5 UN-Women. “SDG 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all.”  
6 FAO. “Hunger and food insecurity.”  
7 UN General Assembly. “Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.” 
A/RES/70/1. 2015.  
8 UNDESA. “Goal 12: Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns.”  
9 Security Council Report. “Energy, Climate and Natural Resources.”  
10 UN Security Council. “Provisional minutes of the 7818th meeting.” 2016.  
11 UN Web TV. “Arria-Formula meeting on Water peace and security.” 2018.  
12 World Resources Institute. “UN Security Council Examines the Connection Between Water Risk and 
Political Conflict.” 2018.  



 

Background 
 
The UN defines conflict as, “A dispute or incompatibility caused by the actual or 
perceived opposition of needs, values and interests.”13 The end of the Cold War brought 
with it a change in the dynamics of conflict that newly included non-state actors and 
insecurity stemming from socio-economic agendas.14 In 2003, former Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan appointed a High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change 
comprising prominent politicians, diplomats and development experts to assess, 
evaluate, and recommend solutions against threats to the international community. The 
Panel produced a report in 2004 that identified six major threats: continued poverty and 
environmental degradation, terrorism, civil war, conflict between states, the proliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) and organized crime.15  

 
In 2005, the UN Peacebuilding Commission (PBC) was established to aid in the process 
of conflict management with reference to resource scarcity.16 The Natural Resource 
Governance Institute defines the resource curse as, “refers to the failure of many 
resource-rich countries to benefit fully from their natural resource wealth, and for 
governments in these countries to respond effectively to public welfare needs.”17 It 
notes that since 1990, countries that are wealthy in oil resources are twice as likely to 
engage in a civil was as compared to those who are not, illustrated by the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, the Niger Delta, Iraq, Libya and Angola. UNEP published a 
report to form a cohesive link between natural resources and conflict called From 
Conflict to Peacebuilding: The Role of Natural Resources and the Environment.18 The 
report defined conflict resources as, “Conflict resources are natural resources whose 
systematic exploitation and trade in a context of conflict contribute to, benefit from, or 
result in the commission of serious violations of human rights, violations of international 
humanitarian law or violations amounting to crimes under international law.” It 
established that it is rare for environmental factors to become the sole source of conflict, 
but rather becomes collateral damage, threatening the people’s livelihood, peace, and 
security. Shared management of natural resources can serve as an outlet for political 
cooperation and economic development, which can lead to an increase in employment.  
 
From Conflict to Peacebuilding: The Role of Natural Resources and the Environment 
led to a partnership between the United Nations Interagency Framework Team for 
Preventive Action and the European Union (EU) to publish the Toolkit and Guidance for 
Preventing and Managing Land and Natural Resources Conflict in 2012, which serves 

 
13 Advances in Agronomy. “The Emerging Global Water Crisis: Managing Scarcity and Conflict Between 
Water Users.” 2007.  
14 UNEP. “From Conflict to Peacebuilding: The Role of Natural Resrouces and the Environment.” 2009.  
15 UN General Assembly. “Report of the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change on a More 
Secure World: Our Shared Responsibility.” A/59/565. 2004.  
16 United Nations Peacebuilding. “United Nations Peacebuilding Commission.”  
17 Natural Resource Governance Institute. “The Resource Curse: The Political and Economic Challenges 
of Natural Resource Wealth.” 2015.  
18 UNEP. "Natural resources and peacebuilding.”  



 

as a manual to improve natural resource management.19 20 It was key in establishing 
that natural resources can fuel both growth and conflict by analyzing cases from various 
countries. It concluded that resource-dependent countries avoided violent conflict by 
implementing economic policies that promote public investments using fiscal measures, 
generate employment by stimulating the private sector through monetary policies, 
promote economic diversification, and allocate revenue that ensures progressive 
distribution of wealth to address vertical and horizontal inequalities. 
 
Natural resources can be divided into two categories: renewable and non-renewable. A 
renewable resource is one that is “replenished by natural processes at a rate 
comparable to its rate of consumption by humans or other users,” whereas a non-
renewable resource is one that “exists in a fixed amount” or “cannot be regenerated on 
a scale comparative to its consumption.” In Somalia fish and charcoal still remain 
conflict resources, timber, gems and opium in Burma, timber and cashew nuts in 
Senegal, oil, gold, coca, timber, emeralds in Colombia, etc.21 Water is a rapidly 
emerging conflict resource that can be characterized as a renewable and a non-
renewable resource. The UN–Water joint plan of action (PoA) urges global cooperation 
to conserve fresh water to mitigate the imbalance between supply and demand, where 
water scarcity is defined as, “the point at which the aggregate impact of all users 
impinges on the supply or quality of water under prevailing institutional arrangements to 
the extent that the demand by all sectors, including the environment, cannot be satisfied 
fully”.22 Internationally, the PoA aims to advise countries on transboundary water 
management issues. Nationally, it aims to emphasize the need for the institutional 
integration of water policies and increased stakeholder involvement in decision-making 
processes. Locally, it aims to increase productivity and sustainability by promoting best 
practices.  
 
In 2014, the former United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon described the 
environment as a “silent casualty” of war and encouraged the global population to 
contribute to and consume the international knowledge platform, Environmental 
Peacebuilding, to improve mediation and communal information sharing efforts.23 24  
 
Current Situation 
 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development provides a framework for development 
strategy to sustainably advance global human rights for all peoples, including a list of 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). SDG 12 aims to ensure sustainable 
consumption and production patterns.25 Proper allocation of resources and its 

 
19 United Nations Interagency Framework Team for Preventive Action. “Toolkit and Guidance for 
Preventing and Managing Land and Natural Resource Conflict: Introduction and Overview.” 2010.  
20 United Nations Interagency Framework Team for Preventive Action. “Toolkit and Guidance for 
Preventing and Managing Land and Natural Resource Conflict: Land and Conflict.” 2010.  
21 M.L. Ross. World Bank. “The natural resource curse: How wealth can make you poor.” 2003. 
22 UN-Water. “Coping with Water Scarcity: A strategic issue and priority for system-wide action.” 2006.  
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conservative use is imperative for a sustained and growing economy and to maintain 
international peace and security. Included within the targets of SDG 12 is the priority of 
achieving the sustainable management and efficient use of natural resources.26 
Alarmingly, the global material footprint has increased from 73.2 billion tons in 2010 to 
85.9 billion tons in 2017. In an effort to cope with the increasing reliance on natural 
resources and achieve the targets presented in SDG 12, the Economic and Social 
Council stated that, “79 countries and the European Union reported on at least one 
national policy instrument that contributed to sustainable consumption and production in 
their efforts towards the implementation of the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on 
Sustainable Consumption and Production Patterns.”27  To further support its 
implementation, two main areas of focus have been identified by the Security Council’s 
Arria-formula meetings: natural resources and water in relation to conflict management. 
Spearheaded by Japan, the High-level Political Forum meeting taking place in July 2020 
reiterated the importance of water-related Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR).28 
 
The Resource Curse  
 
In 2018, Secretary General António Guterres addressed the Security Council and 
emphasized the role of exploitation of natural resources, or competition over them, in 
violent conflict.29 UNEP’s Expert Advisory Group on Environment, Conflict and 
Peacebuilding identified three links between resources and conflict: attempts to gain 
control of resources, using high value resources to finance armed forces for territorial 
gain, and undermining peacemaking directives if certain groups could lose out on the 
lucrative monetary gains from resources.30 In Addressing the Role of Natural Resources 
in Conflict and Peacebuilding, the Environmental Cooperation for Peacebuilding 
Programme encourages joint conflict analysis with regional bodies, sharing technical 
information; and developing an overall strategy and common vision for addressing 
different risks and opportunities from natural resources.31 
 
Illegal exploitation of metals, minerals, and forest resources are often at the forefront of 
conflict and finance its continuance. The Report of the Panel of Experts on the Illegal 
Exploitation of Natural Resources and Other Forms of Wealth of DR Congo shows that 
illegal exploitation makes financial resources available to extremist groups and cause 
the emergence of illegal networks headed either by top military officers or businessmen, 
promoting the maintenance of conflict.32 From Conflict to Peacebuilding: The Role of 
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Natural Resources and the Environment notes that the UN has not effectively integrated 
environment and natural resource considerations into its peacebuilding interventions. It 
has rather prioritized humanitarian needs and disarmament.33 The Security Council, 
therefore, encourages voluntary initiatives aiming at improving revenue transparency 
such as Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI), responsible business 
conduct such as provided for by OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises, 
the OECD Risk Awareness Tool for Multinational Enterprises in Weak Governance 
Zones and the UN Global Compact. It also invites regional cooperation through 
programs such as Governance and Economic Assistance Management Program 
(GEMAP) in Liberia. 34 The Joint United Nations-African Union Framework for an 
Enhanced Partnership in Peace and Security, characterized by collaboration and 
information sharing, highlights the interdependence of regional bodies and the UN for 
the purpose of international peace and security, and to achieve the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).35 

 
Future Outlook  
 
As the international community continues to advance toward the realization of the 
SDGs, effective management of natural resources will become more and more crucial. 
While the world today is in a more peaceful state than any other point in human history, 
the presence of resources remains a possible catalyst in outbreaks of violence. In its 
capacity as the primary body for the maintenance of international peace and security, 
the Security Council is in a better position than many other parts of the UN system to 
influence and promote risk-reducing methods for the mitigation of conflict. Contributing 
to sustained dialogue on topics such as confidence building measures and development 
of more efficacious early warning indicators for conflict is likely to be an important part of 
Security Council dialogue moving forward. In addition, further support for holistic 
approaches to conflict prevention and management, including the role of women and 
minority groups in conflict resolution and prevention, will only become more relevant to 
ongoing efforts to secure peace and justice internationally.36 
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Focus Questions 
 
As delegates engage in further research on this topic, they should consider: 
 

 What aspects of resource-based conflict is your country familiar with? Has your 
country’s region experienced conflict over natural resources? 

 What kinds of resources can contribute to conflict, and why? 
 How do the obligations of the international community intersect with the desire of 

States to pursue development priorities? 
 What improvements can be made in the facilitation of conflict prevention and 

resolution dialogue? 
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