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Economic and Social Council 

Mandate of the Economic and Social Council 

The Charter of the United Nations established the Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) as one of the six main organs of the United Nations (UN) in 1945.1 
ECOSOC handles the deliberation and resolutions concerning economic, social, and 
environmental topics; additionally, ECOSOC is tasked with implementing internationally 
agreed upon development goals.2 ECOSOC also works with other subsidiary and expert 
organizations in relation to economic and social development.3 The General Assembly 
elects 54 member states to overlapping three year terms to serve in ECOSOC.4 

As the UN’s main sustainable development focused body, ECOSOC works closely with 
a multitude of both UN and non-UN bodies. In order to coordinate goals and achieve 
said goals, ECOSOC constantly works with regional organizations, regional and 
international expert agencies, and both public and private organizations.5 As well as 
supporting and coordinating debate and deliberation on the three pillars of sustainable 
development, ECOSOC has recently been strengthened in order to task ECOSOC with 
all follow-ups to goals established in relation to sustainable development.6 

In addition to spearheading sustainable development, ECOSOC functions as a major 
body in the work of building the UN as the main gateway of international diplomacy. 
ECOSOC accomplishes this open, consensus building platform by working closely with 
and mediating for many States’ policymakers, academics, regional organizations, 
businesses, and youth.7 

As part of ECOSOC’s yearly meetings, the body focuses on a theme that is relevant to 
the global order at the time of the meeting. Additionally, ECOSOC discusses segments 
such as political reform, cooperation on sustainable development, integration, and 
education of youth. By setting a theme and working in topic segments, ECOSOC aims 
to encourage focused, consensus-based dialogue concerning sustainable development. 

Membership 
 
There are 54 Member States in ECOSOC, each elected by the UN General Assembly to 
three-year overlapping terms.8 These seats are balanced evenly between each 

 
1 United Nations. “ECOSOC: About Us”. 
2 United Nations. “About the UN: Main Organs”. 
3 Ibid 
4 Ibid 
5 United Nations. “ECOSOC: About Us”. 
6 Ibid 
7 Ibid 
8 United Nations Economic and Social Council, “Members.” 



 

geographical region: 14 for African States, 11 for Asian States, 6 for Eastern European 
States, 10 for Latin American and Caribbean States, and 12 for States in the Western 
Europe and Other group. This is to ensure all regions are represented to provide a 
worldwide perspective for discussions. ECOSOC operates under sovereign equality; 
thus, no State has special veto powers and all States have only one vote. 
 
Reporting 
 
ECOSOC works with a multitude of different partners both within and outside the UN 
system.  Several of these entities report directly to ECOSOC, including UN Specialized 
Agencies, which are largely independent entities that operate within the UN framework. 
These agencies include the International Labour Organization, the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, among others.9 Additionally, the Council has established several 
commissions, committees, and expert bodies that also report to ECOSOC.10  These 
entities often deal with specific areas of ECOSOC’s mandate or assist the Council in 
day-to-day functioning. Some of these entities include the Commission on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice, the Commission on the Status of Women, the 
Committee for Programme and Coordination, the Permanent Forum on Indigenous 
Issues.11 ECOSOC functions much like the UN General Assembly in that Member 
States debate a topic, write working papers, and submit those papers to become draft 
resolutions in which all Member States are allowed one vote. All draft resolutions that 
are passed by a majority will then be adopted as resolutions of ECOSOC. 
  

 
9 United Nations Economic and Social Council, “ECOSOC System.” 
10 Ibid. 
11 United Nations Economic and Social Council, "Reports | United Nations Economic And Social Council." 
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Economic and Social Council 
 

Topic A: Integrating Marginalized Populations into National Development Plans 
 
National development planning refers to a process by which countries map out policy, 
investments, services, and other items that can advance their human and economic 
development or otherwise advance national well-being. National development plans 
(NDPs) are the outcome of this planning – the written frameworks that aim to guide 
decision-making over years or decades and, in most cases, achieve internationally 
agreed upon development goals such as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).1 
The drive to develop NDPs typically comes from within each state; government officials 
and other stakeholders have a long-term vision of what they want their country to look 
like and they draft a framework to make it a reality.2 These plans are often written by 
government leaders, sometimes with input from civil society, but in some countries the 
process has been criticized for leaving marginalized populations out of the planning 
process.3 
 
Marginalized populations are those peoples who suffer under an acute and persistent 
disadvantage rooted in underlying social inequalities. This can include but is not limited 
to: persons with disabilities; youth; women; gender, sexual, & romantic minorities; 
minority ethnic groups; indigenous people; internally displaced persons; and non-
nationals, including refugees, asylum-seekers, and migrant workers.4 Marginalized 
peoples are not only commonly excluded from development planning, but also from 
mainstream social, economic, cultural, or political life.5 This not only causes them to not 
be able to benefit from development efforts, but also inhibits their ability to contribute to 
sustainable development efforts. 
 
Background 
 
The right to development and the rights of marginalized populations have been 
progressively built-up since the inception of the United Nations (UN). The basis for most 
modern human rights documents is the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
which recognized that all people, “without distinction of any kind,” are entitled to a 
multitude of basic rights.6 Its principal follow-up documents, the 1966 International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the 1966 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights both recognized the right of all 

 
1 Hachileka. United Nations Development Programme. “National Development Plans.” 2017.  
2 Ibid. 
3 United Nations Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights. “Marginalized groups: UN human 
rights expert calls for an end to relegation.” 2014.  
4 Ibid. 
5 Ibid. 
6 United Nations General Assembly. “Universal Declaration of Human Rights.” A/RES/217A. 1948.  



people to freely pursue their economic, social, and cultural development.7 The ICESCR 
also called for States Parties to provide education and other programs in order to 
promote full and productive employment.8 In 1986, the General Assembly adopted the 
Declaration on the Right to Development, the first article of which states that “the right to 
development is an inalienable human right by virtue of which every human person and 
all peoples are entitled to participate in, contribute to, and enjoy economic, social, 
cultural, and political development.”9  
 
In 1995, the World Summit of Social Development (WSSD), the largest ever gathering 
of world leaders at the time, was held in Copenhagen, Denmark.10 The outcome 
document, the Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of Action, included ten 
commitments, including one to promote “social integration by fostering societies that are 
stable, safe and just and that are based on the promotion and protection of all human 
rights, as well as on non-discrimination, tolerance, respect for diversity, equality of 
opportunity, solidarity, security, and participation of all people, including disadvantaged 
and vulnerable groups and persons.”11 Five years later, a follow-up conference was 
held. Dubbed the “Social Summit +5,” the United Nations General Assembly gathered a 
special session to discuss new initiatives.  
 
In 2000, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Millennium Declaration, 
which laid out a clear direction for development globally and resolved to “create an 
environment – at the national and global levels alike – which is conducive to 
development and to the elimination of poverty.”12 To complement the declaration, a 
small group of stakeholders developed the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), a 
list of eight aspirations and a longer list of targets meant to more specifically guide and 
measure development efforts through 2015.13 The MDGs ushered in a new era of 
national development planning, with Member States examining their development 
frameworks and many adopting long-term plans or “visions” meant to guide their efforts 
to achieve the MDGs.14 The MDGs are largely considered to have been a success, but 
many Member States did not meet them and there were criticisms of their design and 
implementation at every level. The original process that created the MDGs was not 
inclusive; only a small group of powerful stakeholders was involved in their drafting, and 
at the national level marginalized populations were often left out of planning and 
national implementation of policy for the achievement of the MDGs, sometimes resulting 

 
7 United Nations General Assembly. “International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.” 
A/RES/2200A(XXI). 1966.  
8 United Nations General Assembly. “International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.” 
A/RES/2200A(XXI). 1966.  
9 United Nations General Assembly. “Declaration on the Right to Development.” A/RES/41/128. 1986.  
10 World Summit for Social Development. “Report of the World Summit for Social Development.” 
A/CONF.166/9. 1995.  
11 Ibid. 
12 United Nations General Assembly. “United Nations Millennium Declaration.” A/RES/55/2. 2000.  
13 Sarwar. Overseas Development Institute. “National MDG Implementation: Lessons for the SDG era.” 
2015. 
14 Ibid. 



in the development efforts neglecting to improve quality of life for those marginalized 
groups.15  
 
As the MDGs were set to expire in 2015, the international community had to reckon with 
both its successes and failures. Through a massive and inclusive process, the General 
Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in 2015, which 
included the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and a pledge that “no one will be 
left behind.”16 Five years on, as most Member States have developed plans to achieve 
the SDGs, the realization of that pledge is mixed, with some in the international 
community saying that women, children, the elderly, persons with disabilities, and other 
marginalized groups are still not consistently being heard.17 
 
Current Situation 
 
Most UN bodies and programs consider marginalized populations in their operations 
and support Member States in their efforts to support marginalized populations and 
several support specific marginalized populations. The United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) works to support the rights of children and youth globally.18 UNICEF also 
actively encourages engagement between youth and governments through a number of 
methods, including providing youth platforms to share opinions and propose solutions to 
national and international problems.19 The United Nations Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues provides expert guidance to the UN on including indigenous 
populations in economic and social development.20 Several UN bodies work on 
women’s issues, and the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women (UN Women) was created to act as a coordinating body on 
women’s issues and inclusion for the entire UN system.21 Many of these bodies provide 
support to Member States in their specific subject areas, including in national 
development planning, though the planning itself generally takes place at the national 
level and within individual governments. 
 
Providing Services to Marginalized Populations 
 
Marginalized populations offer suffer from diminished access to basic services, housing, 
and employment, exacerbating their marginalized status. Increasing access to these 
services can both improve their wellbeing and their ability to contribute to national 
development. In education, globally 52% of the population is engaged in pre-primary 

 
15 Amnesty International. “UN Millennium Development Goals: Human rights must not be marginalized in 
post-2015 agenda.” 2013.  
16 United Nations General Assembly. “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.” A/RES/70/1. 2015. 
17 Henman. Action for Sustainable Development. “Delivering on the Leave No One Behind promise & 
ensuring the voices of those furthest behind can be heard.” 2019. 
18 United Nations Children’s Fund. “Adolescent development and participation.”  
19 Ibid. 
20 United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. “Permanent Forum.”  
21 UN Women. “About UN Women.”  



education as of 2018, an increase in enrollment of 9% since 2013.22 However, setting 
aside the most high-income countries, only 18% of the poorest youth complete 
secondary education, with identity, background, and ability dictating education 
opportunities.23 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) releases an annual Global Education Monitoring Report, with 2020’s 
focused on inclusion and education.24 The report identified that millions are being left 
behind and that discrimination, stereotyping, and stigmatization being a pervasive 
cause.25 While 68% of countries have a definition of inclusive education, only 57% cover 
multiple marginalized groups in their definitions.26 Even in countries where there are 
inclusion efforts, segregation of marginalized communities is still highly prevalent 
globally.27 One year prior, UNICEF put out its Education Strategy 2019–2030 – a 
detailed plan to meet the needs of school-age children.28 The report suggested 
strengthening multiple education pathways, including catch-up education for youth, 
vocational training, apprenticeships, and formal primary and secondary education.29 
Member States that have expanded access to education for marginalized have seen 
positive economic effects, especially as their demographics have changed over time.30  
 
In addition to education, marginalized communities often lack regular access to health 
care, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.31 Persons with disabilities can face 
physical barriers in accessing health care and other services, in addition to 
stigmatization.32 In migrant and refugee communities, there is sometimes no built up 
health care infrastructure.33 In most countries, health care services are not gender-
sensitive, despite women making up a majority of health and social workers.34 People 
with lower socioeconomic status or living in more marginalized communities are at 
higher risk of dying from a noncommunicable disease.35 Inequalities are reflected in not 
only immediate health realities, but in overall longevity; marginalized have lower life 
expectancies.36 In 2018, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the 
World Health Organization (WHO) signed a five-year Memorandum of Understanding to 
help support countries working to achieve the health-related targets across the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and the agenda’s commitment to leave no one 

 
22 World Bank. “School enrollment, preprimary (% gross).” 2019.  
23 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. “Global education monitoring report 
summary, 2020: Inclusion and education: all means all.” 2020.  
24 Ibid. 
25 Ibid.  
26 Ibid.  
27 Ibid. 
28 United Nations Children’s Fund. “UNICEF Education Strategy 2019–2030: Every Child Learns.” 2019. 
29 Ibid. 
30 Ibid. 
31 United Nations Department of Global Communications. “UN working to ensure vulnerable groups not 
left behind in COVID-19 response.” 2020.  
32 Ibid.  
33 Ibid. 
34 Ibid. 
35 United Nations Development Programme. “Human Development Report 2019.” 2019.  
36 Ibid. 



behind, though the COVID-19 pandemic has caused significant slowdown in any 
progress on health-related indicators.37 
 
Case Study: Zambia 
 
Zambia is a southern African country that, prior to 2011, was a low-income country. In 
2001, approximately 20% of Zambia’s population had fewer than two years of 
education, with marginalized populations commonly being excluded.38 This reality was 
not evenly dispersed, however, as Eastern Zambia’s more advantaged populations 
averaged 15% of youth experiencing education deprivation and the country’s most 
impoverished quintile (lowest 20% of the population in terms of income) averaged 
around 27%.39 Individual marginalized groups experienced even worse outcomes, with 
outcomes outside of education reflecting similar realities.40 
 
In the mid-00s, Zambia engaged in a national development planning process with the 
goal of producing its first written long-term plan to express the Zambian population’s 
aspirations for the year 2030.41 In the process, the government used a top-down 
approach, meaning that high-level government officials were leading the process, and a 
bottom-up approach, where local communities and marginalized populations directly 
engaged with the development planning process.42 The outcome of the process, 
Zambia’s Vision 2030, set a goal for Zambia of being a “prosperous middle income 
nation by 2030.”43 The Vision laid out a comprehensive framework that included 
methods by which the country could reduce poverty and inequality; eliminate 
discriminatory practices, especially against women; ensure equal access to productive 
land for socio-economic development for all, including persons with disabilities; and 
address the variety of other social and economic factors that affect marginalized 
populations, especially rural populations.44 
 
Since the creation of Vision 2030, Zambia has continually engaged in national 
development planning, which is led by the Zambian Ministry of National Development 
Planning.45 In 2017, they adopted the Seventh National Development Plan to guide 
progress on achieving the goals of Vision 2030, laying out specific steps to take at every 
level to ensure that all Zambians, regardless of their different skills and background, will 
have opportunity.46 Since the adoption of Vision 2030, Zambia has had notable 

 
37 World Health Organization et al. “Towards a Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-Being for 
All.” WHO/DCO/2018.3. 2018.  
38 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. “Educational for All Global Monitoring 
Report: Chapter 3, Reaching the marginalized.” 2010.  
39 Ibid. 
40 Ibid. 
41 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. “Zambia Vision 2030.” 
42 Ibid. 
43 Government of Zambia. “Vision 2030.” 2006.  
44 Ibid. 
45 SDG Philanthropy Platform. “Zambia's 7th National Development Plan (7NDP).” 2019. 
46 Ibid. 



economic growth, achieving middle-income status in 2011, though it has significant 
progress to make in terms of meeting the SDGs and the goals laid out in Vision 2030.  
 
Future Outlook 
 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development includes the lofty aspiration to “leave no 
one behind.”47 Marginalized populations are often not considered in national 
development planning, suffer from equal access to services, and are unable to 
contribute to development. Structures that are inclusive of marginalized populations and 
increase their access to services can not only improve their quality of life, but benefit 
Member States, as they can contribute economically. The Economic and Social Council 
will likely continue to discuss marginalized populations and sustainable development 
into the future. 
 
Focus Questions 
 
As delegates engage in further research on this topic, they should consider: 

 
 Does your country engage in national development planning? 
 Does your regional have a vision or set of goals? 
 How could infrastructure be developed to benefit marginalized people? 
 How can social protection programs include health and education policies? 

  

 
47 United Nations General Assembly. “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.” A/RES/70/1. 2015. 
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Economic and Social Council 
 

Topic B: Youth Engagement in Poverty Eradication  
 
The outcome document of the 1995 World Summit for Social Development identified the 
eradication of poverty as an ethical, social, political, and economic imperative of 
mankind.1 To that end, it called on Member States to address the root causes of poverty 
by seeking to provide for the basic needs of all citizens and ensuring that they have 
equitable access to productive resources such as credit, education and training.2 The 
international community has begun to integrate poverty eradication at every level of 
society; for this reason, youth engagement has become a perennial topic of discussion. 
Since 2012, ECOSOC has held an annual Youth Forum, providing youth voices more 
access than ever to the institutions that are acting to eliminate poverty and promote 
sustainable development.3 According to the UN’s World Youth Report, 724 million 
young people live on less than $2 USD a day.4 Children are disproportionately affected 
by poverty, with one in five children living in extreme poverty.5 The definition of the age 
group “youth” varies from Member State to Member State, but the United Nations 
recognizes those ages 15-24 as youths for statistical purposes.6  
 
Background 
 
One of the objectives laid out in the Charter of the United Nations is the promotion of 
social progress and improved standards of life.7 Poverty is more pervasive than a basic 
lack of income and resources – it manifests in the forms of hunger, malnutrition, limited 
access to education, social discrimination and exclusion from decision-making in local 
governments.8 The 1995 Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development included in 
its primary objectives the tasks of ensuring equal educational opportunities for youth 
and finding long term employment solutions for youth.9 In the same year, the World 
Program of Action for Youth (WPAY) was created by the General Assembly, 
encouraging Member States to create programs directly engaging young people in the 
economy in order to combat poverty.10 WPAY provides specific grassroots solutions that 

 
1 United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. “Poverty Eradication.”  
2 Ibid. 
3 ECOSOC Youth Forum. “About ECOSOC Youth Forum.”  
4 Hallin. Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency. “The Role of Young People in Poverty 
Reduction.” 2009. 
5 United Nations Department of Public Information. “Goal 1: End Poverty in All its Forms Everywhere.” 
2020. 
6 United Nations. “Youth.”  
7 United Nations Conference on International Organization. “Charter of the United Nations.” 1945. 
8 United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. “Poverty Eradication.”  
9 World Summit for Social Development. “Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development.” 
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10 Ibid. 



Member States can implement, such as providing youth with agricultural training, 
cultivable land grants, and connections between rural agricultural communities and 
urban consumers in order to improve food chains.11  
 
The General Assembly has consistently recognized the eradication of poverty as a 
global imperative, declaring the First United Nations Decade for the Eradication of 
Poverty from 1997-2006 and the second from 2008-2017. In A/RES/72/233, the General 
Assembly declared the Third United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty from 
2018-2027 and recognized the importance of youth engagement and empowerment 
toward that end goal.12 To track progress on the inclusion of youth and issues related to 
their wellbeing, the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs releases 
a regular World Youth Report in which it identifies the importance of inclusive 
approaches to a variety of objectives, including youth engagement.13  
 
The 2012 Rio+20 outcome document The Future We Want recognized the eradication 
of poverty as the most important issue facing the world today and notes the need for 
sustainable development strategies to proactively address the youth unemployment 
crisis.14 The 2015 Addis Ababa Action Agenda commits Member States to promoting 
stable and affordable access to financing for small and medium sized businesses, which 
can assist youth in achieving gainful employment and contributing to economic 
development.15  
 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 1 includes seven targets for the eradication of 
poverty, including ensuring access to adequate nutrition for all and building economic 
resilience for those in vulnerable situations.16 The 2017 Youth Forum identified that the 
overarching scale and scope of the SDGs creates a need for particularly strong 
partnerships with young people at every decision making level due to their position as 
both beneficiaries and as actors of public policy.17 Youth delegates at the Fifty-Sixth 
session of the Commission for Social Development called for Member States to 
consider establishing youth delegate programs to engage young people in political 
decision making and emphasized the importance of supporting organizations that 
provide youth with the skills necessary to fulfill the SDGs.18  
 
 
 

 
11 United Nations Economic and Social Council. “World Program of Action for Youth.” 2010.  
12 United Nations General Assembly. “Implementation of the Second United Nations Decade 
for the Eradication of Poverty (2008–2017).” A/RES/72/233. 2017.  
13 United Nations Department of Social and Economic Affairs. “Youth and the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.” 2018. 
14 United Nations General Assembly. “The Future We Want.” A/RES/66/288. 2012. 
15 Third International Conference on Financing for Development. “Addis Ababa Action Agenda.” 2015. 
16 United Nations Department of Public Information. “Goal 1: End Poverty in All its Forms Everywhere.” 
2020. 
17 ECOSOC Youth Forum. “6th Economic and Social Council Youth Forum.” 2017.  
18 United Nations Department of Public Information. “Full Participation of Youth in Decision-making Key to 
Shaping Brighter Future for All, Social Development Commission Hears as General Debate Continues.” 
2018. 



Current Situation 
 
Over time, UN bodies and programs have developed to more directly integrate youth 
into policy discussions. In 1992, the UN Major Group for Children and Youth was 
created as a result of the adoption of Agenda 21.19 The UN Major Group for Children 
and Youth called for youth engagement in policymaking, advocacy, national capacity-
building, and knowledge sharing to achieve effective outcomes at the international 
level.20 
 
Within ECOSOC, the Youth Forum provides an international platform for youth to 
engage directly with policymakers to share ideas on innovation, collective action and 
solutions to global problems including poverty eradication.21 While this macro 
perspective has been an effective tool in involving youth in policymaking, youth 
organizations require support at national and regional levels in order to gain youth 
perspectives on poverty reduction and engage young people in creating efficient and 
sustainable strategies for poverty reduction.22 
 
Youth Working Within the United Nations 
 
Youth are addressing poverty in many different forms through a variety of internships, 
forums, and even leadership roles within ECOSOC and the UN system. At the forefront 
is the ECOSOC Youth forum, which has brought about a variety of innovative ideas to 
ease poverty levels.23 These tactics include formal involvement of youth in the 
implementation of the SDGs through Youth Advisory Councils in order to foster 
grassroots level solutions for global issues including poverty.24 The ECOSOC Youth 
Forum has also suggested the development of youth specific priority areas for poverty 
eradication, and has stressed the importance of creating gainful education and 
employment opportunities for young people in order to provide them the resources 
necessary to both pull themselves out of poverty and alleviate poverty in their 
communities.25 The ECOSOC Commission for Social Development had a youth 
representative speak at the opening of its Fifty-Eighth session, focusing on the 
importance of creating secure environments for youth alongside well-coordinated social 
policies to address rising rates of homelessness and poverty.26 The youth 
representative also noted that sources of economic and social instability are a major 
driver of poverty, causing other issues such as barriers to education and employment.27 

 
19 United Nations Major Group for Children and Youth. “About Us.”  
20 Ibid. 
21 United Nations Economic and Social Council. “The role of youth in poverty eradication and promoting 
prosperity in a changing world #YOUTH2030.” 2017. 
22 Hallin. Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency. “The Role of Young People in Poverty 
Reduction.” 2009. 
23 United Nations Economic and Social Council. “The role of youth in poverty eradication and promoting 
prosperity in a changing world #YOUTH2030.” 2017. 
24 Ibid. 
25 Ibid. 
26 ECOSOC Commission for Social Development. “Report on the 58th Session.” E/2020/26-
E/CN.5/2020/7. 2020. 
27 Ibid. 



One UN organization working to address these vocational and educational barriers is 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and its 
International Center for Technical and Vocational Education and Training (UNEVOC).28 
UNESCO-UNEVOC works to create technical and vocational education and training 
(TVET) courses which help youth to cultivate broad-based and transversal skills that are 
currently in high demand in the workforce, and also helps to develop entrepreneurial 
skills in these young people.29 On July 15, 2020, UNESCO-UNEVOC coordinated World 
Youth Skills Day in order to raise awareness on the importance on youth skill 
development.30 
 
Youth Initiatives at National and Regional Levels 
 
Young people make up 37% of working age populations globally but constitute 60% of 
the unemployed population.31 In developing economies, as many as two-thirds of young 
people are not studying and out of work or are engaged in informal employment 
situations often plagued with precarious working conditions and poverty level wages.32 
By engaging youth directly in the formal economy as a driver for the eradication of 
poverty, Member States could hope to see declines in youth radicalization, youth 
involvement in black markets, and government corruption.33 Decent employment offers 
economic empowerment for youth while building up local communities, and can have a 
lasting impact when paired with long term skills training, microcredit provisions, and 
investments in education to provide the knowledge and resources necessary to 
compete in the global labor market.34  
 
ECOSOC’s regional commissions have played an active role in engaging youth to 
address the root causes of poverty. The Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) 
includes poverty eradication among their primary objectives and recognizes that, while 
young people account for about 20% of the population in their region, they often face 
major economic, social, and political barriers that prevent them from escaping poverty.35 
In order to address these barriers, ECA has been conducting research on trends within 
their region to offer Member State specific recommendations to further the participation 
of youth in decision-making processes.36 The Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean partners with Member States in their region to create social 
protection policies for youth, and has partnered with youth focused organizations 
including the Iberoamerican Youth Organization and UNICEF to engage young people 

 
28 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. “Youth Employment and 
Entrepreneurship.” 2020.  
29 Ibid. 
30 Ibid. 
31 United Nations Development Program. “UNDP Youth Strategy 2014-2017.” 2014. 
32 Ibid. 
33 United Nations Development Program. “Preventing Violent Extremism Through Promoting Inclusive 
Development, Tolerance, and Respect for Diversity.” 2016. 
34 United Nations Department of Social and Economic Affairs. “Youth and the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.” 2018. 
35 United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs Youth. “UN System Activities on Youth.” 
36 Ibid.   



in creating solutions for poverty including a detailed analysis of youth in poverty titled La 
Juventud en Iberoamérica: tendencias y urgencias.37 
 
Future Outlook 
 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development recognizes youth as the torchbearers at 
the heart of the future of sustainable development, with their active engagement being 
the key to achieving stable, inclusive, sustainable societies that can holistically address 
poverty.38 While the trend of declining extreme poverty continues, the world is currently 
not on track to achieve the targets of the first SDG by 2030.39 Remaining areas which 
experience concentrated conditions of poverty are faced with complex and persistent 
social, political, and economic factors which disproportionately affect youth.40 The 
United Nations Youth Strategy 2030 has laid out an agenda which aims to engage 
youth in leadership roles in the UN system and improve funding mechanisms for youth 
focused programming actions, and has a critical role in facilitating future UN programs 
aimed at involving young people in the eradication of poverty.41  
 
Focus Questions 
 
As delegates engage in further research on this topic, they should consider: 
 

 How are youth being engaged to eradicate poverty? 
 What can be done to provide youth the necessary resources to engage in the 

eradication of poverty? 
 How does poverty effect societies? How does involving youth in poverty 

eradication ease this effect? 
 How effective have been policies and strategies adopted by Member States to 

address structural constraints faced by youth that prevent them from being full 
participants in the economy? 

  

 
37 United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. “UN System Activities on Youth.”  
38 United Nations Department of Social and Economic Affairs. “Youth and the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.” 2018. 
39 United Nations. “The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2019.” 2019.  
40 Ibid. 
41 Office of the Secretary General’s Envoy on Youth. “Youth2030: The United Nations Strategy on Youth.” 
2018.   
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