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Commission on the Status of Women 

Mandate of the Commission on the Status of Women 

Established as a function commission under the United Nations (UN) Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC) in 1946, the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) 
was originally mandated to report on issues concerning the political, economic, and 
social rights of women.1 In addition, it was tasked to identify issues concerning gender 
equality and propose recommendations.2 Since then, CSW’s mandate has been 
expanded several times. First via ECOSOC resolution 1987/22, and then ECOSOC 
resolution 1996/6 following the Third and Fourth World Conferences on Women.3 4 
These resolutions expanded and updated CSW to take on a leading role in monitoring 
the issues and progress made under the Beijing Declaration and the Platform for Action, 
as well assume a leading role in mainstreaming gender perspectives in the UN. 
ECOSOC resolution 2015/6 also affirmed that CSW would contribute to the process of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development5.  

Membership 

Today CSW is comprised of 45 Member States, each who are elected for four-year 
terms based on geographical distribution.6 The current chair is H.E. Mher Margaryan of 
Armenia, representing the Eastern European States Group. CSW holds an annual two-
week session at the UN headquarters in New York where it undertakes several actions 
specified in ECOSOC resolution 2015/6.7 These include but are not limited to high-level 
ministerial meetings, general discussion on gender equality and the status of goals, as 
well as emerging trends and recommended solutions.8  

Reporting 

As a subsidiary body, CSW is responsible for forwarding its outcomes and decisions to 
the plenary session of ECOSOC for final consideration. Within CSW, it has a Working 
Group on Communications on the Status of Women. This Working Group brings 
attention to the Commission of any communication that reveals a pattern of 
discrimination against women within and outside of the UN system.9 Beyond that, CSW 

 
1 United Nations. “Charter of the United Nations”. 1945. 
2 UN Women. “Commission on the Status of Women.” N.d. 
3 United Nations Economic and Social Council. “Measures to strengthen the role and functions on the 
Commission on the Status of Women.” 1987/22. 1987 
4 United Nations Economic and Social Council. “Follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women”. 
1996/6. 1996. 
5 Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade of New Zealand. “United Nations Handbook. 2019-20”. 2019. 
6 Ibid. 
7 United Nations Economic and Social Council. “Future organization and methods of work of the 
Commission on the Status of Women”. E/RES/2015/6. 2015. 
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 



is responsible for setting its own agenda and, most importantly, adopting its own multi-
year programmes of work. A new multi-year program of work is set to be adopted by 
CSW in 2020, with the goal of reviewing the implementation of the Platform for Action, 
the outcomes of the 23rd special session of the UN General Assembly, and the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.10 

  

 
10 Ibid 
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Commission on the Status of Women 
 

Topic A: Gender-Responsive Water and Sanitation Infrastructure 
 
Over 2 billion people lack access to safely managed drinking water systems and more 
than 4.5 billion people lack access to safely managed sanitation services, both of which 
are considered essential for achieving security, stability, and development.1 The United 
Nations (UN) has shown its commitment to ensuring access to water and sanitation 
infrastructure with Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6, which seeks to ensure 
access to water and sanitation for all.2 
 
Water security is defined as, “the capacity to safeguard sustainable access to adequate 
quantities of acceptable water for sustaining livelihoods, human well-being, and 
socioeconomic development, for ensuring protection against water-borne pollution and 
water-related disasters, and for preserving ecosystems in a climate of peace and 
political stability.”3 Water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) is a more comprehensive 
term related to access to water that incorporates sanitation, as the benefits of having 
access to water can only be fully realized when there is access to improved sanitation.4 
Access to safe drinking water is measured by the percentage of the population that is 
using “improved drinking water sources.”5 Safe drinking water is considered safe if it 
meets certain microbiological and chemical standards on drinking water quality, all of 
which are determined by the World Health Organization (WHO).6 An improved drinking-
water source is a source that, “by the nature of its construction, adequately protects the 
water from outside contamination, particularly from fecal matter.”7 Access to sanitation 
is measured by the percentage of the population using improved sanitation facilities. 
Improved sanitation facilities are those that hygienically separate human feces from 
human contact.  
 
While the lack of access to WASH services is a global problem, it disproportionately 
affects women and girls. Women and girls are responsible for as much as 80% of water 
collection in households across the world.8 While the lack of access to WASH facilities 
leads to loss in opportunities for women, it also has many negative, cross-sectoral 

 
1 World Health Organization. “2.1 billion people lack safe drinking water at home, more than twice as 
many lack safe sanitation.” 2017.  
2 United Nations General Assembly. “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.” A/RES/70/1. 2015. 
3 United Nations Water. “What is Water Security? Infographic.” 2013. 
4 United Nations Water. “Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene.”  
5 World Health Organization. “Water, sanitation, and hygiene: Key terms.” 2012. 
6 Ibid. 
7 Ibid. 
8 UN Women. “SDG 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all.”  



impacts. The current lack of gender-responsive water and sanitation infrastructure 
creates problems for women in childbirth, employment, and education.9   
 
Background 
 
The human right to water is excluded from many of the core human rights documents, 
including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), although those documents do mention 
the right to health and an adequate standard of living. It was not until 1977 that the 
United Nations Water Conference produced the first document regarding access to 
water, the Mar del Plata Action Plan, which stated that “all peoples, whatever their stage 
of development and their social and economic conditions, have the right to have access 
to drinking water in quantities and of a quality to their basic needs.”10 The creation of the 
Mar del Plata Action Plan led to the inclusion of the right to water in documents like the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) 
in 1979, making it one of the only international treaties to include specific obligations 
related to access to safe drinking water and sanitation.11 
 
International agreements, such as ICESCR, sometimes have a mechanism for 
stakeholders to submit “general comments” and request clarification on the 
interpretation of their obligations. In 2002, the Committee on Economic, Social, and 
Cultural Rights (CESR), the body charged with implementing ICESCR, adopted General 
Comment No. 15, which included the right to water within articles 11 and 12 of ICESCR. 
Their General Comment No. 15 helped to root the right to water in international law, 
stating that “the right to water clearly falls within the category of guarantees essential for 
securing an adequate standard of living, particularly since it is one of the most 
fundamental conditions for survival.”12 The UN would go on to dedicate 2005-2015 as 
the Water for Life Decade through A/RES/58/217.13 The goal of the Water for Life 
decade was to work towards advancing progress on the frameworks included in Agenda 
21, meeting the Millennium Development Goals, and implementing the Johannesburg 
Plan of Implementation of the World Summit for Sustainable Development.14 In 2010, 
the General Assembly (GA) would adopt A/RES/64/292, which recognized that the right 
to water and sanitation were essential to the recognition of all other human rights.15 At 
the end of the Water for Life decade the UN continued to strive for complete access to 

 
9 Ibid. 
10 United Nations Water Conference. “Mar Del Plata Action Plan.” 1977.  
11 United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. “The Right to Water: Fact Sheet No. 
35.” 2010. 
12 United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. “General Comment No. 15: The 
Right to Water.” 2003.  
13 https://undocs.org/A/RES/58/217 
14 United Nations General Assembly. “International Decade for Action, ‘Water for Life’, 2005-2015.” 2004. 
A/RES/58/217. 

15 United Nations General Assembly. “The human right to water and sanitation.” A/RES/64/296. 2010. 



water with the inclusion of SDG 6: Ensuring Availability and Sustainable Management of 
Water and Sanitation for All.16 
 
Current Situation 
 
The United Nations’ responses to water issues are handled by a wide array of actors 
within the UN system. UN-Water is the main UN entity charged with coordinating the 
UN’s response to water related challenges.17 Over 30 UN organizations carry out water 
and sanitation programs, highlighting the complex nature of water and sanitation 
access. WHO, a member of UN-Water, sets standards on water and sanitation quality, 
and also worked with the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to administer the 
Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply, Sanitation, and Hygiene (JMP), which 
reports and tracks progress on water related SDGs.18 WHO and UNICEF partnered in 
1990 to “provide regular global reports on drinking-water and sanitation coverage to 
facilitate sector planning and management, to support countries in their efforts to 
improve their monitoring systems, and to provide information for advocacy.”19 
 
In addition to UN-Water, the World Water Council is France-based platform organization 
that seek to bring together a variety of international actors to coordinate action on 
water.20 Every three years the Council hosts the World Water Forum, a conference that 
brings together stakeholders to collaborate and create long-term progress on global 
water goals.21 The next World Water forum is set to take place in Dakar, Senegal in 
2021.22 
Household WASH Access 
The first two targets of SDG6 seek to achieve “universal and equitable access to safe 
and affordable drinking water for all” and “achieve access to adequate and equitable 
sanitation and hygiene for all and end open defecation, paying special attention to the 
needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable situations.”23 In countries where 
access to water is limited, families can be dependent on distance communal or natural 
sources.24 In some cases, women are responsible for travelling great distances to 
retrieve water, spending over 200 million hours collecting water globally every day.25 In 
sub-Saharan Africa alone, women are estimated to spend 40 billion hours a year 
collecting water.26 In other cases, women may have limited ability to leave the home 

 
16 United Nations General Assembly. “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.” A/RES/70/1. 2015. 
17 United Nations Water. “About United Nations Water.”  
18 United Nations Water. “WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply || Sanitation and 
Hygiene (JMP).” 
19 Ibid. 
20 World Water Council. “About us.” 
21 World Water Council. “World Water Forum.”  

22 Ibid. 
23 United Nations General Assembly. “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.” A/RES/70/1. 2015. 
24 UN Women. “SDG 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all.”  
25 United Nations Children’s Fund. “UNICEF: Collecting water is often a colossal waste of time for women 
and girls.” 2016. 
26 Ibid. 



due to caretaking obligations or oppressive social norms.27 These realities indicate that 
achieving universal access to water and sanitation in the home will disproportionately 
benefit women, helping to prevent disease and improve standards of living.28 The loss 
of time and opportunity can also inhibit women from fully participating economically, 
limiting their ability to contribute to national development, in addition to potentially 
diminishing their ability to care for children or engage in leisure activities. For young 
women and girls, it can prevent them from fully receiving education or from going to 
school at all.29 
 
Programs and Case Studies in Water Access 
 
In Nepal, UN-Women has taken the lead in addressing household access to water and 
sanitation by partnering with local women’s organizations to fundraise for materials to 
channel water, construct communal taps and water storage, reuse water for irrigation, 
and build private spaces for bathing.30 In some countries, such as Ghana, the financial 
cost of providing household water access in rural areas makes it infeasible in the short- 
or medium-term.31 The UN Development Programme (UNDP) has worked with the 
Ghanaian Government in constructing and rehabilitating small dams and boreholes 
across northern Ghana, its most rural region, along with solar irrigation systems, and 
rainwater harvesting systems.32 This program has reduced the time that women have 
spent collecting water and has also led to new economic opportunities for women as 
year-round crop yields have allowed women to produce and sell shea butter.33 In Niger, 
UNICEF, the World Bank, and the European Union have collaborated to transition the 
hand-drilled irrigation well sector, into a hand-drilled drinking water sector.34 Unlike the 
other two cases, the Niger programme utilized the private sector and a 40 year history 
of hand drilled wells, in order to increase access to water.35 The program worked to train 
businesses on updated drilling practices and professionalism to meet demand for new 
drinking water wells.36 
 
Future Outlook 
 
Lack of access to adequate WASH infrastructure affects marginalized populations, 
especially women and girls, disproportionately.37 Women sometimes spend hours each 
day fetching water, or lack immediate access in or near their home, leading to health 

 
27 Ibid. 
28 Ibid. 
29 Ibid. 
30 Regnér. UN Women. ““We must leverage women's voice and influence in water governance”— Åsa 
Regnér.” 2018.  
31 United Nations Development Programme. “Ending the dry season with sustainable water 
management.” 2019. 
32 Ibid. 
33 Ibid. 
34 Practica Foundation et al. “Case Study: Sustainable transfer of manual well drilling to the private sector 
in Niger.” 2009. 
35 Ibid. 
36 Ibid. 
37 UN Women. “SDG 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all.” 



and other issues.38 The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development wove the 
importance of advancing the rights of women throughout its goals, including in SDG6, 
which called for the international community and each Member States to pay special 
attention to the needs of women and girls with regards to improving access to water and 
sanitation.39 Five year into the SDGs, significant work remains, and the realities of the 
COVID-19 pandemic have caused many countries to struggle to make progress on their 
WASH initiatives, even developed countries.40 The international community and CSW in 
particular are likely to continue to discuss what policies can advance access to water for 
women into the future. 
 
Focus Questions 
 
As delegates engage in further research on this topic, they should consider: 
 

 To what extent has universal access to water and sanitation been realized in 
your country? 

 Does your region struggle from water insecurity? 
 What policies can Member States implement to address the unique concerns of 

women and girls with regards to water? 
 What regional frameworks exist that can support Member States’ efforts? 
 How will climate change further impact peoples’ access to quality water and 

sanitation?  

 
38 United Nations Children’s Fund. “UNICEF: Collecting water is often a colossal waste of time for women 
and girls.” 2016. 
39 United Nations General Assembly. “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.” A/RES/70/1. 2015. 
40 Folk. The Ecologist. “Coronavirus and access to clean water.” 2020. 
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Topic B: The Role of Women in the Achievement of SDG 16 
 
In A/RES/70/1, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA) established 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) for 
the international community to strive to accomplish by 2030.1 The SDGs build off the 
previous 2000-2015 Millennium Development Goals and aim to provide a better and 
more sustainable quality of life for all. Included among the goals are SDG 5, to achieve 
gender equality and empower all women and girls, and SDG 16, promotion of peace, 
justice, and strong institutions.2 While each goal has its own targets and indicators, the 
2030 Agenda emphasizes the interlinkages between each goal and the importance of 
blending solutions to realize the full ambition of the SDGs.3 Therefore, organizations 
such as the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women 
(UN Women), the UN Department of Peace Operations (DPO), and the UN Office on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) are mainstreaming gender into their policies and programs 
to help achieve SDG 16. These organizations recognize that promoting peaceful and 
inclusive societies requires not just addressing the unique issues women face, but also 
promoting their full participation and leveraging them as agents of change.  
 
Although progress has been made, women are still considered a vulnerable population. 
Women comprised up to 60% of global human trafficking victims in 2018 and they make 
up a disproportionately small amount of law enforcement across the globe, in some 
cases less than 9%.4 The absence of women in justice systems can exacerbate their 
vulnerable status and inhibit societies’ ability to combat impunity. In the case of human 
trafficking, victims may not feel safe or comfortable reporting to or interacting with law 
enforcement officials of the opposite gender, potentially impairing the investigation 
process altogether.5 In some Member States, women are also excluded from political 
participation, have limited or no representation in government & policy making bodies, 
and in conflict zones and conflict resolution women often find themselves with no 
agency whatsoever. 
 
Background 
 
Within the UN system, the role of women, women’s rights, and women’s participation 
has been a topic of discussion since the establishment of the Charter of the United 
Nations in 1945. Article 1 of the Charter states that a fundamental purpose of the UN is 

 
1 United Nations General Assembly, “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.” A/RES/70/1. 2015. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
4 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. “ASEAN law enforcement agencies improve ability to 
provide gender-focused services.” 2019. 
5 Fritsvold. University of San Diego. “Why We Need More Women Working in Law Enforcement.” 



to guarantee freedoms “...without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion.”6 
Since then, a number of international legal instruments have sought to reinforce and 
build upon that ideal. The International Bill of Human Rights, which is comprised of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, and the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, 
established legally binding mechanisms for states to adhere to and further expanded 
upon rights that men and women are equally guaranteed.7 Despite these declarations, 
the international community recognized that women’s rights were still not being realized 
globally. In 1967, the UNGA passed A/RES/2263 (XXII), the Declaration on the 
Elimination of Discrimination against Women, which, among other things, recognized 
the need to “...abolish existing laws, customs, regulations and practices which are 
discriminatory against women, and to establish adequate legal protection for equal 
rights of men and women.”8 Its counterpart, the Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination against Women, would come into effect in 1979, marking the 
first time the UNGA addressed the nexus between the role of women and the legal 
system in a legally binding manner.9  
 
Beyond international legal mechanisms, global commitments such as the 1995 Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for Action (Beijing Declaration) have been important policy 
mechanisms to guide strategic objectives and actions towards achieving gender 
equality.10 The Beijing Declaration provided a roadmap for women’s full participation in 
society. In the context of SDG 16, in particular, the declaration addressed several 
critical areas of concern including: violence against women; women and armed conflict; 
women in power and decision-making; institutional mechanisms for the advancement of 
women; and human rights of women.11 Through its review mechanism that takes place 
every five years, the Beijing Declaration helped push formal UNGA action on the topic, 
helping to secure special recognition for women in the context of the Millennium 
Development Goals and the SDGs.12 
 
On October 31, 2000, the UN Security Council passed the landmark resolution 
S/RES/1325 on “Women, Peace, and Security.”13 The resolution marked the first time 
that the body took legally binding action in reaffirming the importance of the role of 
women in “...the prevention and resolution of conflicts, peace negotiation, peace-
building, peacekeeping, humanitarian response and in post-conflict reconstruction and 
stresses the importance of their equal participation and full involvement in all efforts for 

 
6 United Nations Conference on International Organization. “Charter of the United Nations.” 1945. 
7 United Nations Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights. “Fact Sheet No.2 (Rev.1), The 
International Bill of Human Rights.” 
8 United Nations General Assembly. “Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.” 
A/RES/2263 (XXII). 1967. 
9 United Nations Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights. “Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination against Women.” 1979. 
10 UN Women. “Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.” 1995. 
11 Ibid. 
12 American Bar Association. “The Impact of the Beijing Platform for Action: 1995 to 2010.” 2010.  
13 United Nations Security Council. “Women, Peace, and Security.” S/RES/1325. 2000 



the maintenance and promotion of peace and security.”14 Since then, the Security 
Council has passed 8 additional resolutions on the same subject, with the latest being 
S/RES/2467 in 2019. These resolutions showcase the seriousness by which the body 
addresses the role of women within SDG 16, specifically targets 16.1, 16.4, and 16.A. 
For 2020, the Security Council Open Debate in October has adopted the theme 
“Towards the successful implementation of Women, Peace and Security Agenda: 
Moving from the commitments to accomplishments in preparation for the 
commemoration of the 20th anniversary of the United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1325.”15  
 
Current Situation 
 
Violence against women can take many forms: physical, sexual, and emotional abuse; 
economic abuse; coercion; and domestic violence, among others. While still affecting 
the individual, violence can also manifest itself into social and cultural practices such as 
femicide, human trafficking, and female genital mutilation. The Beijing Declaration 
describes violence against women as “one of the crucial social mechanisms by which 
women are forced into a subordinate position compared to men.”16 Approximately 19% 
of women and girls aged 15 to 49 have experienced physical and/or sexual violence by 
an intimate partner within the last 12 months.17 In many cases, gender-based violence 
against women and girls has grown more severe due to the COVID-19 epidemic as 
staying at home is not the safest option for many victims of domestic abuse.18  
 
ECOSOC’s 1997 agreed conclusion defined gender mainstreaming as “ . . . a strategy 
for making women’s as well as men’s concerns and experience an integral dimension of 
the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of policies and programs in all 
political, economic, and societal spheres so that women and men benefit equally and 
inequality is not perpetuated. The ultimate goal is to achieve gender equality.”19 In the 
context of violence against women, implementing gender mainstreaming strategies 
within the criminal justice system can involve increasing the representation of women 
within in the legal system, whether it be law enforcement, correctional officers, judges, 
lawyers, or other positions in the system. Programs and policies that increase 
awareness, knowledge, and understanding of causes of violence against women will 
ensure all personnel can readily respond to cases under their jurisdiction. One example 
is a UNODC and UN-Women partnership to increase the number of females at border 

 
14 UN Office of the Special Advisor on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women. “Landmark resolution 
on Women, Peace and Security.” 
15 UN Women. “In Focus: Women, peace and security. 
16 UN Women. “Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.” 1995. 
17 United Nations Department of Public Information. “Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all 
women and girls.” 
18 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. “Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) response – UNODC 
Thematic Brief on gender-based violence against women and girls.” 2020. 
19 United Nations Economic and Social Council. “Extract from Report of the Economic and Social Council 
for 1997.” 1997/2. 1997.   



crossings with the goal to better combat human trafficking operations.20 The key 
objectives are to meet the objectives of SDG 5, to provide gender-sensitive services to 
women and girls who are victims of transnational organized crime in border locations, 
and to create awareness of and improvements in investigations and law enforcement 
outcomes when men and women work together.21 
 
Political Participation and Stable Societies 
 
SDG 16.6 calls for the development of effective, accountable, and transparent 
government institutions at all levels. The full inclusion and participation of women in 
legislative and policy-making bodies can help to ensure that women have a voice in the 
various political, economic, and social issues affecting them and the broader society 
they live in. Beyond the benefits of equal representation, a positive relationship exists 
between gender equality, good governance, and peace. For example, an analysis of the 
number of women in government in relation to corruption indicated that higher rates of 
female participation results in overall lower levels of corruption.22 However, women’s 
political representation in many countries remains low, in some countries as low as 
12%.23 This can be a result of many factors, including countries and regions failing to 
adopt quotas or other temporary strategies to increase representation, violence and/or 
intimidation against women, lack of funding or resources for equality mechanisms in the 
country, etc. To that end, SDG 5.5.1 calls for all states to ensure proportion 
representation of seats are held by women in national parliaments and local 
governments. 
 
Peace and Security 
 
Established in 1949, the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian 
Persons in Time of War was the first major international mechanism by which women 
were guaranteed certain protections during conflict.24 While A/RES/48/104 recognized 
the need to reduce overall violence against women, it was not until the Beijing 
Declaration that the direct connections between women and armed conflict resulted in 
strategic objectives to increase their role and participation in its reduction.25 The six 
strategic objectives asked Member States to: 
 

 Increase the participation of women in conflict resolution at decision-making 
levels and protect women living in situations of armed and other conflicts or 
under foreign occupation; 

 Reduce excessive military expenditures and control the availability of armament; 

 
20 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. “ASEAN law enforcement agencies improve ability to 
provide gender-focused services.” 2019. 
21 Ibid. 
22 Sung. Oxford University Press. “Fairer Sex for Fairer System? Gender and Corruption Revisited. 2003. 
23 Economic and Social Council. “Regional review of progress: regional synthesis.” ECE/AC.28/2019/3. 
2019. 
24 International Committee of the Red Cross. “Treaties, States Parties and Commentaries.” 
25 United Nations General Assembly. “Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women.” 
A/RES/48/104. 1993.  



 Promote non-violent forms of conflict resolution and reduce the incidence of 
human rights abuse in conflict situations; 

 Promote women’s contribution to fostering a culture of peace; 
 Provide protection, assistance and training to refugee women, other displaced 

women in need of international protection and internally displaced women; and 
 Provide assistance to the women of the colonies and non-self-governing 

territories.26 
 
An analysis of when women participate in the peace process shows that agreements 
are 35% more likely to last at least 15 years and participation of civil society, including 
women’s organizations, results in negotiations that are 64% less likely to fail. 27 To that 
end, women only made up 3% of mediators, 4% of signatories, and 13% of negotiators 
in 2019.28 Despite advances being made in a number of conflict zone, such as the 
female negotiators taking center stage in the Afghanistan peace talks, these numbers 
show that the international community has a long way to go before achieve true gender 
parity and realizing the goals within SDG 16.A.29 
 
Future Outlook 
 
While the issues and solutions concerning the role of women in SDG16 may vary from 
country to country, it is important to recall that all 193 Member States of the UN have 
adopted the SDGs and have a vested interest in achieving the targets and indicators by 
the year 2030. With the 25th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and the adoption of a 
new thematic theme by CSW for 2020, this presents a unique opportunity to reassess 
the implementation of the framework, both domestically and internationally. Whether 
addressing violence against women, increasing participation in conflict resolution or the 
legal system, or developing good governance through the inclusion of women, there is 
still much to be done. However, in order to achieve their goals by 2030, new 
partnerships and solutions, driven by consensus amongst Member States, may be 
needed. 
 
  

 
26 Ibid.  
27 Council on Foreign Relations. “Women’s Participation in Peace Processes.” 2019. 
28 Ibid. 
29 Natarajan. BBC. “Afghan peace talks: The woman who negotiated with the Taliban.” 2020.  



Focus Questions 
 

1. Does your State and/or region have a national gender mainstreaming policy or 
strategy to increase the participation of women in political, economic, and social 
institutions?  

2. Are there regional or international bodies that align with your States view gender 
mainstreaming strategies? 

3. Does your region have a review mechanism concerning the implementation of 
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action? How successful has it been? 

4. Is your State and/or region experiencing conflict, or is your State a participant in 
a conflict? How does that affect women within the region, including civilians, 
refugees, and IDPs?  

5. Which gender mainstreaming efforts would benefit your State the most? 
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