
A BRIEF GUIDE TO EQUIPMENT…

Clout archery can be a lot of fun, and to ensure you 
maximise your day, it is best to come prepared, with 
your equipment set up, or partially set up.

You’ll mainly need a clout mirror (sighted compound 
and recurve) and a spotting scope.

Clout Mirrors
In order for the arrows to make the distance, archers 
usually use a mirror or prism (compound and recurve), 
because they need to shoot into the sky for the arrows 
to make the distance. The mirror acts like a periscope.

Mirrors are nearly always hand made. Standard mirrors 
can be purchased for as little as $50 from some archery 
stores, namely Archery Supplies in South Australia.

If you have an old sight that you don’t use anymore, 
repurpose it for clout.

Here is a good quick video on clout sights.

Spotting Scope and Tripod
Spotting scopes are essential to see where your arrows 
land and the clearer the better. If you don’t own a 
spotting scope, try to borrow one for the day. Tie a 
ribbon to the tripod, so you can see where the wind is 
blowing, and it is also worth anchoring the tripod to a 
ground screw if it is going to be windy.

Clout Arrows (not essential but useful)
Clout archers usually use arrows with very heavy points 
so that the arrows will land at a steep angle, making it 
easier to see where they land. A good option would be 
to use some cheap Easton Jazz arrows. For those that 
really get into shooting this discipline, will use Easton 
Full Metal Jackets or Gold Tip Hunters that have the 
ability of adding screw in weights to the points.

Target arrows can be used, if that is all you have.

Arrow Wraps and Vanes
Dedicated clout archers will opt for arrow wraps and 
vanes that differ from other archers to help identify 
their arrows at a distance. Patterns usually help on the 
arrow wraps, but you can also use coloured electrical 
tape too. The arrow wrap can be no longer than 
150mm.

Number your Arrows
It is wise to number your arrows 1 - 12 for practicing 
clout and obtaining sight settings. Line them up on the 
shooting line in that order. That way, you can shoot say 
4 arrows, make an adjustment to your sight, then shoot 
another 4. Then you’ll get a sense of distance.

For competition, your arrows also need your initials or 
name on the shaft.

A Towel
Very useful is a towel not just for keeping you dry, but 
also for cleaning off your arrow tips.

A Notebook
Log sight settings, weather on the day and wind 
strength and direction – this will help for future  
clout shoots.

Shorter or Angled Stabiliser
This is so the stabiliser does not show in the mirror.
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https://www.archeryshop.com.au/c/4556670/1/clout-mirror.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4iivubpyDTU


Clout Mirrors

Setting up your Clout Mirror

For your initial set-up, it is best to line the mirror up 
to the centre of your sight which will be the strongest 
setting and allows for less play.

Initial adjustments are made by the mirror adjustment 
screw wihich adusts the angle of the top mirror. 

Clout mirrors can be fitted with scopes and bubbles 
and recurve archers may use this as well.

With this aluminium sight, turning the screw  
clockwise increases distance and turning the  
screw anti-clockwise decreases distance.

Once the mirror is set, micro adjustments are  
done by adjusting your sight up or down as normal  
and ‘chasing’ the arrows.
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Agincourt Mirror: $50
Archery Supplies

Custom Mirror with Scope 
$100+

Mirror  
adjustment

https://www.archeryshop.com.au/c/4556670/1/clout-mirror.html


Spotting Scopes

Other equipment

An item of equipment you will need is a spotting 
scope so you can see where your arrows are 
landing. Because you are shooting arrows high  
into the air, they can be affected by wind.

If you can see where your arrows are landing,  
then you will know if you need to compensate 
and ‘shoot off’ for the next shot, or whether you 
are on target.

If you don’t have a scope, try and borrow one  
for the day.

I like to take a folding camping chair and put it in 
the waiting line – the cheap ones from Bunnings 
will do, plus a couple of tent pegs to anchor it 
down. The chair is not just to sit on, but makes a 
great gear station, and while you are scoring, if it is 
windy, prop your bow against it!

I also take paper towels to wipe my mirror in case 
of rain, and a bunnings poncho which makes an 
excellent cover for your bow while you are at the 
other end of the field scoring.

And it’s advisable to always take an umbrella, for 
rain and sun!

Spare arrows
In competition you will be penalised if you take 
a spare arrow in your quiver to the target. Your 
quiver must be empty when scoring…
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