VOLUME 25-ISSUE 4

JANURY 2020

Founders Garden Club Of Sarasota, Inc.
Member Of The Garden Club Of America

the compost heap
January Meeting
Tuesday, January 14 At 10:00 a.m.
Nancy Morgan’s Home
~~~~~~~~

Program: Tour of ‘Gulistan’, Diana
Clagett’s Garden

Speaker: Mario Nievera, Designer Of The
Garden
~~~~~~~~

Luncheon Chair: Nancy Morgan
Luncheon Committee: Marlene Blalock,
Beth Walling, Barbara Hansen, Pat
Mudgett, Becky Mahoney
~~~~~~~~~

Please Advise Nancy If You Are Not Staying For
Lunch Or Are Bringing A Guest
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9 a.m.
Morgan Home

Through The Looking Glass
I hope that everyone had a wonderful
and healthy Holiday. I know that I did
as my house is still full of love and
laughter.
Has everyone seen the article on GCA website
about Founders delivering the Christmas Spirit
to Meals on Wheels? Beth sent out the instructions on how to download the article from the
GCA Website. If you haven’t been able to
open it up, please contact either Beth or me.
Beth has also told me that you can find the article on GCA Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.
We have been found!! It’s a great article and
we should all be very proud of the work that we
do each year for Meals on Wheels. And –
Bernice and her committee are responsible for
making that day of Christmas Spirit so easy
and fun. The fun actually began earlier at “The
Very Thing” when several Founders members
gather to organize for the day of making Christmas trees. We stuffed presents, tied bows and
had the best lunch made by Bernice’s team of
Elves!!! And – then we shopped!!!! What a fun
day! I highly recommend it for those who have
never experienced the fun and joy! Thank you
one and all who helped prepare a wonderful
day of giving!!
Looking forward “Through the Looking Glass”
to January’s meeting, we will be charmed with
a garden visit organized by our Garden History
and Design Chairman, Nancy Morgan. Please
see Nancy’s advisory for parking on page 5
and description in the Consent Agenda on
page 4.I look forward to seeing it as I am sure
that you all will too!
...Continued On Page 2
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Minutes of The December 10 Meeting ~ Sarasota Garden Club
The meeting was called to order by President Patty Sullivan, roll was called, and November
minutes were approved. Our newest provisional member, Gloria Nesbitt was welcomed.
Treasurer: Mary Beth Leeming reported for Julia Prewitt who was absent. Flower Talk final numbers are not yet available. $4215 has been given in memory of Mary Beth Goddard. Continue to
use AmazonSmile, we received our first quarterly payment of $36.
First Vice-President: Jeannie Russell reported that the re-punched yearbooks are here, Enter
any corrections on the available master sheet. The Observer featured a nice article on Flower Talk
along with some pictures in their latest edition.
Second Vice-President: Kathy Coffey reported the program next month (January 2020) will be a
garden visit to a home on St. Armands. The meeting is at Nancy Morgan’s house and guests are
invited. **Note a change of date for our April meeting to Monday, April 13th.
Membership: Marlene Blalock read a letter, a second reading, from Chris Lindsay proposing Joanna Pace for membership. Ballots were distributed for a vote. After listening to membership and
discussion among the Membership Committee Marlene disclosed that the October meeting would
no longer be a required meeting for attendance purposes.
Horticulture: Deb Walk reported that those who signed up for the Flower Show seed challenge
class (beach sunflower) as well as the GCA sponsored soil testing can pick up their bags of supplies.
Joanna Pace was announced as our newest provisional member.
As there was no further business the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted
Marsha Thompson
Recording Secretary
Through The Looking Glass Continued From Page 1

Also, please don’t forget to bring any unwanted medications to this meeting as Jane Hansen has
offered to dispose of them safely. The Conservation Team will collect your unwanted prescriptions
(pills, creams, ointments, patches, liquids, OTC products, controlled substances (must be in original container with label intact), and sharp items (diabetes testing supplies, syringes, etc.). If you
have any question, you can contact Jane Hansen our Conservation Chair. This initiative is part of
the Great Healthy Backyard Project and you will hear more about this project on the future.
We will start 2020 with much energy as we prepare for our Zone VIII Meeting, April 20 th-22nd. Our
team has been very busy and I am sure that everything will run smoothly with Gina and her team in
place. If you are asked to do something, please don’t hesitate to accept! As they say in the Navy
– “All hands on deck!”
Patty
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Above: Meredith Robbins, Carol Hazeldine, Molly Moffat, Barbara Hansen, Rita Steele and Jean Blair At Work On Our Boxwood Trees For
Meals On Wheels. Right: Lee Ann Gladding Puts the Gift Tags On The
Trees.
….Photos By Deb Walk

Wrapping Packages For Meals On Wheels During Prep Work At
The Very Thing The Sunday Before Our December Meeting.

Above Right: Karen Crete Prepares Her Garden For The Burial Of Her ‘Tightie Whities’ To
Test The Health Of Her Garden’s Soil. In A Few Months She Will Retrieve The ‘Tighties’ To
See How Much Of The Cotton Remains, The Cotton Is A Food Source For the Microbes and
Other Organisms In The Soil. The More Biologically Active the Soil, The Less Cotton Will
Remain When Retrieved. However, Finding A Pair Of Solid “Tighties’ In A Few Months Will
Mean That Her Soil’s Biological Activity Is Low!! Stay Tuned For Results!!
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Consent Agendas For January 2020
Awards Committee: Nothing to report at this time. Carrie Lee Major, Awards Chairman
Recording Secretary: Nothing to report at this time. Marsha Thompson, Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary: No report at this time. Sue Benjamin, Corresponding Secretary
Bulletin: No report at this time. Jeannie Russell, Bulletin Chair
GCA Communications: No report at this time. Jeannie Russell, Communications Rep
Ways & Means: No report at this time. Nora Johnson, Ways and Means Co-Chair
Membership: No report at this time. Marlene Blalock, Membership Chair
Affiliate Liaison Committee: While purchasing a ticket to our wonderful Flower Talk is not required of our Affiliates,
if you don’t attend, you will be missing a really exciting day! This is Founders’ only fundraiser of the year, so do yourself
and the club a favor and join in the fun on November 13th. If you have questions, call Lue Stryker at 966-1797 or Sandy
Werft at 320-7486Lue Stryker Sandy Werft, Co-Chairs

First Vice-President: We are now 42 Actives, 38 Affiliates, Three Provisionals and Four Inactive Members.
Jeannie Russell, 1st Vice President
2nd Vice President: No report at this time. Kathy Coffey, 2nd Vice-President
Garden History & Design: We hope to be photographing Diana Clagett’s garden, Gulistan, (named after a
14th c. poem about a beautiful rose garden), for submission to the Smithsonian’s Archive of American Gardens. It usually takes around 120 hours to get a submission out the door so this will be an ongoing project.
Another duty of the GH&D Committee is to organize Founders to see gardens of note in our area and our
January tour of Gulistan is just such a garden. Our speaker at Flower Talk several years ago, Mario Nievera
designed Gulistan and he will be there together with his assistant, Matt Jackman, to speak to us about what
you are viewing. Nancy Morgan, Chair
Communications & Website: Deadline for the February Compost Heap is January 28. Beth Gourlay,
Chair
Educational Endowment & Scholarship: No report at this time. Kitty Cranor, Scholarship Chair
Parliamentarian: No report at this time. Pat Mudgett, Parliamentarian
Photography: No report at this time. Julie Delaney, Photography Chair
Historian/Archivist: Please see ‘Spotlight On History on page 7. Deb Walk, Archivist/Historian
Signature Community Project: No report at this time. Bernice Hebda, Signature Community Project
Chairman
Floral Design: No report at this time. Becca McFadden, Floral Design Chair
Publicity & GCA Newsletter: No report at this time. Catherine Martucci, Co-Chair

Don’t Forget The 2020
Zone Chairman Meeting
On Wednesday, January
15 At 10 a.m.
Williams, Parker
Law Office
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Mary Beth Goddard Founders Scholarship Donations
Since the last Compost Heap publication, we have received several additional donations in
memory of Mary Beth Goddard for the Mary Beth Goddard Founders Scholarship. Brad Goddard
has been notified of all the donations and is so very grateful for the generosity and heartwarming
support of his “sweetie”. The donations now total $5,640.00. Additional donors through December
31, 2019 include:
…….Kitty Cranor, Scholarship Chair

Rita Goddard

Gail Sluis

Charlotte Regional Visitors Authority

Barbara Dubitsky

Debra Jacobs

Mary Beth Leeming

Robert Blattburg and Rebecca Donelson

Mary Pietan

Patty Sullivan

Donna Jervey

January Meeting Advisory…...
The January 14, 2020 meeting will be at Nancy Morgan's house, 139 South Washington Drive, St. Armands. Please carpool as parking will be very tight. Because
Sarasota has instituted a 1-hour parking limit in St. Armands' residential neighborhoods, please put a note on the right side of your dash saying that you are attending the Founders Garden Club meeting at #139 S. Washington Dr. from 9
AM-2PM (Nancy has arranged with the City for an exception to that annoying new
parking restriction). Please park on the street south of Nancy's driveway on that
side leaving Nancy's driveway open for Harriet Stieff, Barbara Hansen and any others who have mobility issues (Nancy will drive them the 1 block to Diana's garden
when we go for our tour). The side streets such as Fillmore may also be utilized so
long as you put the note in your window.
The Board meeting will begin at 9 AM, and the general meeting will begin promptly
at 10 AM as it will be brief so that our guests may arrive at 10:45 in time to walk the
1 block to Diana's garden by 11 AM. Guests are welcome and please give Nancy
the names by Friday, 1/10, so she can have adequate amounts of lunch and chairs
for all to sit on. Because we expect Mario Nievera and his assistant, Matt Jackman,
to speak about the design process and the installation of such elaborate materials,
we want to be prompt so all have an opportunity to ask questions after their presentation. Afterward, we will return to #139 for aperitifs and lunch.
Please wear comfortable shoes and sun hats if necessary.
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HAPPY 2020 NEW YEAR!!
Wishing each of you a year filled
with peace, good health and much
joy!!
The long anticipated “2020” is upon us and, as promised, Founders
is on the final lap of preparations
for the Conservation Coralation
2020 Zone VIII Meeting in April!
A friendly reminder: This is a Club event and ALL MEMBERS need to step up and put forth their
time, talents and personal effort in making the 2020 Zone VIII meeting a Founders Garden Club of
Sarasota success!!
I will have the three-day schedule of activities and job list at the January meeting for all Active, Provisional and Affiliate members to sign up for their individual preferences for working.
Please contact me directly should you have any questions for concerns.
MANY THANKS!!
Gina

Recording Secretary, Marsha Thompson, Requests
That Members Who Arrive At Meetings After Roll
Call Check In With Her Directly To Be Sure She
Knows You Are There. When Calling The Roll, If
You Are Not There And Have Not Called, You
Are Marked Unexcused.
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A Spotlight On Founders’ History…. January 1930
The January meeting of Founders was held on the 14 th at the home of Mrs. Fred Woolley, which was located at 1077 South Osprey Avenue. The focus of the meeting was
on cactuses and palms. Mrs. John Burket gave an exhibit and paper on cactus. Mr.
Conrad read information from the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs’ Bulletin. Mrs.
Charles Ringling displayed six different types of palms. Pearson Conrad was a charter
member of Founders and was the last of the male charter members to remain active in
the club. With the death of his father in 1930, he dropped his membership to run the
family firm. His brother, who he worked with, was Charles Conrad whose son, Navy
Lieutenant Charles Conrad, Jr., was chosen to be one of the nine astronauts to take
the US flag to the moon!
…….Deb Walk, Archivist/Historian

Hort Shorts
A Very Important Date: January 20, 2020, all plants that are to be entered into the Zone Show must
be owned by the exhibitors for three months prior to the show, so if you are thinking about getting another plant to enter be sure to have it in hand on January 20th!
Have you been reading the “Horticulture Guidelines” (pages 17 – 18 https://www.gcamerica.org/
index.cfm/members:main.getprotectedfile?calendarschedule/fgc_Schedule_FINAL_8%20(1).pdf ) in the
Zone schedule Each of the Division II classes have specific criteria for cut specimens and plants, so
read each class closely to make sure you are complying. While most classes list container size of a
minimum of 6 inches and not to exceed 12 inches, there are a few that allow for larger containers such
as Class 40 Par. How to measure a container? See page 17 of the schedule, number 10 What types
of containers are allowed? See page 18, number 12.
Clean those pots! It is time to begin working in earnest for the 2020 Zone Show. The Yellow book for
judging notes that “pots should be clean and in proportion to the exhibit.” https://www.flgardenclub.org/
GCV%20&%20GCA%20Flower%20show%20items/FS&JG%20Yellow%20Book.pdf From the grooming tips from the Garden Club of Darien for container: “Your pot should be as spotless as possible. Watermarks (salt buildup), dirt, other residue should be removed. If the pot is very dirty and you have time
to repot it (one to two weeks before you 2 enter a show) you might consider doing so. It can be tricky to
clean a pot with a plant inside. Rinse off the pot in your kitchen sink using a sprayer, making sure the
water is at room temperature. It is usually best not to get water on the plant. Gently clean the pot with a
brush with medium hard bristles or steel wool (not on a ceramic pot) being careful not to disturb the
plant. Clean the entire surface and pot rim without disturbing soil. It is a good idea to lightly scrub the
bottom of the pot. Rinse the pot and examine it for dirt spots and stains. Most of the loose dirt should
have been removed. If necessary, brush the pot again. A paste made of baking soda and water applied
to the pot might be a good alternate first step, brushing as necessary, and then rinsing. Some remaining
stains may not show up until the pot is dry. You might use fine or medium fine sandpaper to ‘scrub’ the
pot. A dry pot is better than a wet one since the sandpaper loses its effectiveness when wet. Once you
are satisfied, dry to the pot to see if stains remain. If stains remain use a light vegetable oil or WD-40 to
temporarily cover them. With a folded paper towel or sponge wet the entire outside surface of the pot
with oil. Wipe off the excess oil and dry it with a paper towel or rag.” ...Deb Walk, Hort Chair
Blue Ribbon Tip: Groom, groom, groom: Be ruthless! Grooming is more than just removing
dead leaves or branches. Critically look at your plant. Think about what you want the plant to
look like. Remember that thinning will only encourage lots of new growth!
…….Molly Moffat
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Conservation Corner…………………

Jane Hansen, Conservation Co- Chair

January 14 Meeting ~ Safe Medication Disposal Day
We all know throwing unwanted
medications in the trash or toilet is a
bad practice!! There are risks of misuse and pollution of ground and water.
The GCA includes safe disposal of
pharmaceuticals as part of the
Healthy Backyard Program.
You may bring for safe disposal:
Prescriptions - pills, creams, ointments, patches, liquids
OTC products
Controlled substances (must be in original container with label intact)
Sharps - diabetes testing supplies, syringes, etc.
Questions?
Contact Jane Hansen, Conservation Chair
Did You Know?

Microfibers from clothing being laundered is thought to
be the MAIN source of the
microplastic pollution in our
oceans and waterways.
What you can do:
•

•

Used clothing for as long as possible. Newer clothing releases more plastic than older
clothing.
Buy and use clothing made from natural fibers – cotton, wool, silk, etc.
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