
     The Graduate School 

of Public and Internation-

al Affairs (GSPIA), Univer-

sity of Pittsburgh, re-

quires masters students to 

work an internship during 

their program. Under the 

guidance of GSPIA Prof. 

Louis Picard, seven stu-

dents chose to go to Ugan-

da to work on projects at 

Bright Kids Uganda 

(BKU).  Prior to departure, 

all wrote proposals on vari-

ous BKU projects.  

     Emily Francis and Nick 

were the first to arrive in 

May, followed by Mariah 

Fosnight, Qianwei Zhang, 

Andrew Eschrich, Brittany 

Cheeks and Phillip Stein-

berg. Once their plane 

landed in Uganda, they im-

mediately started work on 

their assignments. They 

developed proposals for the 

Noah’s Ark school for the 

disabled, micro loans, and 

the BKU Bed & Breakfast 

and mini market focus on 

pricing and marketing.                           

University of Pittsburgh Interns 

      Bright Kids Uganda first 

Peace Corps volunteer, Ra-

chel Ceruti (below), began 

her year long assignment at 

Bright Kids Uganda Jan. 

2016.  She is working at 

BKU’s Noah’s Ark school 

for the disabled. Her as-

signments include devel-

oping the school budget, 

organizing student sched-

ules, curriculum develop-

ment, teacher training, 

initiating a sign language 

program, evaluation, IEP 

development and working 

with the Advocates for 

Children with Disabilities 

(ACD), a group of parents 

who have children with 

disabilities.   

   Rachel poses below with 

Univ. of Pitts. interns Mari-

ah, Emily and Qianwei. 
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   Above: Brittany, Qianwei, 
Mariah, Emily and Nick show 
their Uganda gifts from Victo-
ria Nalongo Namusisi (rear). 

   Below, the interns celebrate 
July 4th at a BKU dinner with 
Victoria, Rachel (Peace Corps 
volunteer), Prof. Louis Picard 
Univ. of Pitts., Tucker Shima-
li, BKU accountant, and Bok-
Gyo Jeung, ASA Social Fund 

Above, posing “Uganda Goth-

ic” style:  Emily, Brittany, Mari-

ah and Qianwei try their hand 

at farming 



poultry, hardware, etc. (see 
above samples of products)  
   Mariah accompanied Vic-
toria Nalongo Namusisi, 
BKU director, to Barlonyo, 
northern Uganda to design a 
Grameen style micro loan 
program for women who 
have been impacted by se-
vere poverty as a result of 
the Joseph Kony civil war. 
This program focuses on 
loan distributed to a group, 
not an individual.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

generation and sanitation 

and hygiene programs. 

Brittany developed a 

school to work program for 

three Noah’s Ark students. 

Her training program pre-

pared the students to de-

velop job skills and inter-

viewing techniques. She 

arranged for students to 

meet with potential em-

   Emily Francis, Britta-

ny Cheeks and Phillip 

Steinberg, Univ of Pitts 

interns worked energet-

ically with the Noah’s Ark 

Hands on Training Center 

staff and students under 

the guidance of Angella 

Nakato, Noah’s Ark Di-

rector. Emily focused 

on grant writing, income  

ployers in the community. 

Phillip 

worked on 

developing 

student pro-

files includ-

ing their 

medical and 

educational 

needs as well as their ed-

ucational goals.   

Micro loans  at BKU and Barlonyo

cessful restaurant owner 
(see below), was the first to 
be awarded this recogni-
tion. Right, Louis Picard, 
Mariah and BKU director, 
Victoria Namusisi pre-
sent the award to Jane. 

    
 
 

Micro Loans Entrepreneur of the month 

   Mariah  Fosnight 
worked with BKU staff 
member Monica Akech to 
initiate the “Entrepreneur 
of the Month” Award. All 
loan clients are eligible 
and are chosen for their 
prompt payments, income 
generation, success of 
their business and inno-
vative ideas. Awards are 
given every month and 
include recognition, a $25 
award, and certificate.  
Jane Nansubuga, a suc-
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   Above, Joyce Andezu, loan 
recipient, meets with interns 
Mariah, Brittany, Emily, Qianwei 
and Monica Akesh. 
   Below, Mariah and Victoria 
meet with Barlonyo women to 
introduce the Grameen style 
micro loan program.  

   Univ. of Pitts interns, above, 

Brittany and below, Emily, share 

smiles with  Noah’s Ark stu-

   Mariah Fosnight, 
Univ of Pitts intern, 
worked with BKU Mon-
ica Akech on design-
ing and evaluating the 
successful BKU micro 
loan project.  BKU be-
gan the program  in 
2013 and focused on 
small business loans of 
$50 with simple 12% 
interest for 3 months. 
Loan recipients can ap-
ply for additional loans 
after successful pay-
ment. In 2016, the pro-
gram now has thirty cli-
ents and growing. Mari-
ah visited all of the cli-
ent’s small businesses' 
including restaurants, 
small shops selling lo-
tions, herbs, crafts, fish,  

Noah’s Ark Hands-on-Training Center 

   BKU Monica Akech, Louis Pi-
card, and Mariah Fosnight pose 
for a photo with Jane Nansubuga, 

   Above, Loan recipient 
Betty Nankajjako, proudly 
shows off her beautiful 
handmade baskets. 

   Below, Monica and Mariah 
visit Jennifer, a successful 
shop owner. 



 Kings and Queens Children’s Centre 

Dreams come true for BKU and ASA 

Highly Blessed  Supermarket and BKU B & B  

   Nick, Univ of Pitts in-

tern, worked closely 

with Medi Bugembe, 

Founder and Director of 

the Great Kings and 

Queens Children’s Cen-

tre.  Medi, a street child 

for five years, was res-

cued by Victoria when he 

was ten years old.                                                   

   Now, in his late twen-
ties, Medi has opened up 

his own children’s school 

and home for 400 students 

impacted by extreme pov-

erty, many are former 

street children. Nick and 

Medi worked for three 

months developing a much 

needed working budget, 

identified school and home  

needs, assisted in hiring a 

bookkeeper, and updated 

student profiles. He orga-

nized a successful world-

wide financial campaign 

seeking funds for future 

land purchase, sustainable 

income generation activi-

ties and school fee spon-

sorships. 

   Qianwei Zhang, Univ of 
Pitts intern, could always 
be found with notebook and 
pencil in hand jotting down 
marketing ideas for the BKU 
Highly Blessed Supermar-
ket. Within a few weeks, 

people living in the commu-
nity noticed outside signs 
advertising sale items, fresh 
fruits and vegetable stands 
popped up along with a few 
chicken cages. This all 
proved profitable as sales 
increased and supplies 

were purchased to in-
crease the stock. 
   Andrew Eschrich, 
Univ of Pitts intern on 
the right, worked on de-
veloping a marketing 
plan to advertise for the 
BKU Bed and Breakfast. 
(below). His advertising 

cinations has come true.  

He attended Bukalasa 

Agricultural College and 

now is certified as an Arti-

ficial Inseminator. Con-

gratulations Ronald! 

           

   Ronald Mujuzi was one 

of the first  BKU kids Victo-

ria brought into her home. 

His dream to work with 

farmers, treating animals 

with medications and vac-

Bok-Gyo Jeong, ASA So-

cial Fund board member 

and Univ of Pitts Pur-

poseful Penny founder’s 

dream came true. He visit-

ed Bright Kids Uganda, 

July 2016, for the first time. 

Purposeful Penny spon-

sored two BKU students, 

Connie and Ivan, since 

2011. Dr. Jeong congratu-

lated them on their aca- 
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    Above, BKU director, Victo-

ria Nalongo Namusisi, Nick, 

and Univ of Pitts Prof. Louis 

Picard support Medi’s school 

   Below, Victoria and Nick look 

at possible land purchase 

strategy fo-

cused on 

guests to 

experience a 

unique style 

of accom-

modation. 

Visitors can 

learn to cook 

Uganda 

style, help out at the farm, 

play with the children, hand 

wash laundry Uganda style, 

and tour Uganda sites. 

   Medi and Nick planning for 

the Great Kings and Queens 

  Below, Nick enjoying free 

time with the students 

   Above, Nick worked with 

school staff and students 

demic achievements. Con-

nie is studying agricultural 

business in college and 

Ivan is a successful Sec-

ondary School student. 
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and the children connected with 

BKU and Great Kings  and 

Queens.  

     Martha captured with stunning 

photos the lives of Victoria, Medi 

and the children they have res-

cued. Victoria and Medi will talk 

about their work with children im-

pacted by poverty, HIV/AIDS, gen-

der violence and civil wars in 

Uganda at the 937 Gallery 

“Community Forum” Sept. 29, 

2016.  

       Congratulations go to BKU 

director, Victoria Namusisi 

and Shimali Tucker, BKU ac-

countant,  for a successful 

2015 external audit. BKU now 

has had two successful audits: 

2014 and 2015. 

 

     The Martha Rial Photog-

raphy Exhibit “ In Uganda, A 

School to Call Home” runs 

from Sept 23, 2016 through 

Jan.1, 2017 at the 937 Gallery, 

937 Liberty Ave. Pittsburgh, PA.   

      Martha Rial is a Pulitzer 

Prize photographer who visited 

Bright Kids Uganda and 

Great Kings and Queens this 

past December 2015. She 

spent 2 weeks photographing 

Medi Bugembe Director of 

Great Kings and Queens, Vic-

toria Nalongo Namusisi, Di-

recto of Bright Kids Uganda, 

Bright Kids news…. 

Mail donation 
checks to: 

ASA Social Fund 
for Hidden Peoples 

1323 Fairstead 
Lane 

Pittsburgh, PA 
15217 

See us on Facebook:  
ASA Social Fund for Hidden Peoples 

ASA Social Fund for 

Hidden Peoples 

    Victoria Namusisi visited 

northern Uganda in 2003 to wit-

ness the atrocities committed by 

the Lord’s Resistance Army, Jo-

seph Kony rebels. Seeing first 

hand the devastation, she worked 

with the Uganda Scouts to distrib-

ute much needed clothing, medical 

supplies and food to those living in 

the Internal Displaced Peoples 

Camps. Ronald Abong, above, is 

one of the children she rescued 

and brought to her BKU home. To 

hear his story, view the film “The 

Most Important Number is One” 

available on YouTube.  

Barlonyo “Adopt a Village” 

Micro Loan Program 


