
   The Diehl Family Social 

Enterprise Competition, 

hosted by the DeVoe L. 

Moore Center, is part of a 

rapidly growing ecosystem 

at Florida State university to 

support social entrepreneur-

ship and innovation, grass-

roots economic develop-

ment, and student engage-

ment in social issue areas.  

   Bright Kids Uganda

( BKU) was one of the four 

enterprise project business 

plans selected out of 120  

proposals submitted. BKU 

was awarded $50,000 to 

use for social enterprises to 

promote sustainability. 

   Congratulations goes to 

University of Pittsburgh 

BKU intern, Lindsay An-

gelo who worked tireless-

ly on the extensive business 

plan which was a require-

ment for winning the com-

petition.  

   During her several months 

stay in Uganda, in June and 

July 2014, Lindsay did ex-

tensive research involving 

the process for the develop-

ment and implementation of 

the BKU mini supermarket,  

bed and breakfast accom-

modations, and the agricul-

tural/livestock/ poultry 

based plan.  

   Several months later, the 

plan was written, submitted 

and on November 12, 2014, 

BKU was announced the 

winner of the $50,000 grant. 

The grant was distributed 

quarterly throughout 2015. 

The bed and breakfast and 

mini market are fully opera-

tional. Seeds are now planted 

awaiting for harvest and the 

cows, pigs and chickens have 

been settled on their new 

land.       

Bright Kids Uganda awarded $50,000 Grant 

        THANK YOU Church of 

the Epiphany, Ministry for 

Social Responsibility, Lou-

isville, Kentucky for award-

ing ASA Social Fund a grant 

for $1000.00.  The church 

committee dedicates 10% of 

their monthly parish collec-

tions to the needy and those 

working for social justice.  

     ASA Social Fund has giv-

en the grant funds to the 

Bright Kids Uganda micro 

loan project (see page 

3).  BKU then distributes 

the funds to applicants 

who want to open a small 

business. Applicants for 

the loans include acid 

attack survivors from the 

newly organized BKU 

group United Against 

Gender Violence who 

are disfigured, often disa-

bled and unable to work. 

With these loans, they 

can work at home either 

selling used clothing, mak-

ing crafts or other small 

business projects.  

   Other applicants include 

those who are living in 

extreme poverty.  The in-

come earned helps them 

meet their immediate 

needs and provides finan-

cial support for their chil-

dren’s education. 
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was purchased for agricul-
tural purposes. Sweet po-
tatoes and maize were one 
of the first crops planted 
and harvested just in time 
for the holidays. Bananas, 
pineapples and yams will 
also be planted as part of 
their crop rotation.  
   There are many benefits  
including providing nutri-
tious food for the 100+ 
BKU children, surplus food 
is sold in the new BKU mini 

market built with grant funds, 
and BKU teens learn farm 
management and agricultur-
al best practices managing 
the cows and crops.  
    Sustainability is the 
goal for this grant which sup-
ports social entrepreneurism 
in developing countries. 
Already BKU is earning prof-
its in the mini market and 
animal sales. Profits are 
used to  purchase seeds, 
animals and items for sale in 
the market.  

vere disabilities.  On open-

ing day September 7, 

2015, 27 children were 

greeted by Angel Nakato , 

Director, along with a 

staff of 3 teachers, 2 

teacher aids and 7 addi-

tional staff.  Within 3 

months, parents were see-

ing educational improve-

ments. Rachel, Ceruti, 

BKU’s first Peace Corps 

   The Advocates for Chil-

dren with Disabilities 

(ACD) a support group 

for parents with disabled 

children and founded in 

2013 saw a need for a 

quality school  for their 

children. ACD and BKU 

joined together and found 

a compound with several 

buildings to house and 

educate children with se-

Volunteer started Janu-

ary 2016 and is already 

working on the website, 

gardening projects, fi-

nances and other sus-

tainable projects. 

Diehl Grant projects : One year later! 

less and poverty stricken 
children. Within 5 years his 
home and school has 
grown from 200 children to 
almost 500 children.  
    Some of the children 
who attend his school live 
nearby his center. Medi 
also goes into the Kampala 
slums weekly where he 
lived for 5 years as a child 
to find homeless children.  
He offers them a home 
much like Victoria did for 

him. Medi employs a dedi-
cated teaching staff and 
provides a good education 
through Primary 7. Medi’s 
goal is to purchase his 
own land for his school 
and home for the children. 

Great Kings and Queens  

   Bugembe Medi was 10 
years old when BKU Di-
rector, Victoria Na-
musisi found Medi liv-
ing in the streets of Kam-
pala. She offered him her 
home and provided him 
with food, shelter, an edu-
cation and much love.  
   Now in his late 20’s, 
Medi is paying back the 
good fortune he received 
and now has his own chil-
dren’s center for home-
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Land was pur-
chased with the 

Diehl funds for ani-
mals and agricul-
ture. Below: first 

potato crop 

Noah’s Ark: BKU School 

for Children with Special 

Needs, Above: Angel Na-

kato, Director, with school 

children 

   Cows, pigs, and chick-
ens are happy and thriv-
ing in their new home at 
BKU. Within one year of 
when the Diehl grant 
money was received, 

land was purchased, 
buildings were construct-
ed for the animals, a 
security fence was in-
stalled and a home for 
the farm manager was 
built. Additional land  

Noah’s Ark School for Special Needs  

Bugembe Medi, Founder 
and Director of the Great 
Kings and Queens Chil-
dren Centre teaches his 

children 



Micro Loan Success  

Interns stay at the new BKU Bed and Breakfast 

Craft and Book Sales  

   Three years ago, Victo-

ria Namusisi used ap-

proximately $40 of her 

own money to finance a 

new micro loan project for 

BKU community neigh-

bors. Since then, word 

has caught on and now 

BKU has distributed 25 

loans.  

    Loans start at $50.00 

and are to be paid back 

within 3 months with 12% 

simple  interest.  Additional 

loans can then be applied 

for up to a maximum of 

approximately $300. This 

has been a successful 

venture and the applicants 

continue to grow.  

   The applicants are those 

who are impacted by ex-

treme poverty and several 

are also gender violence 

(acid attack) survivors. 

They use the loans for a 

variety of small business-

es: charcoal selling, sec-

ond hand clothes boutique, 

retail shops, craft makers, 

restaurant owners, shoe 

making, poultry, fish and 

vegetable sellers, hair sa-

lons and brick makers.     

This has been a very suc-

cessful and popular project 

with loan defaults at a mini-

mum          

   ASA Enterprises, LLC is a 
US based business con-
nected with the ASA Social 
Fund. Crafts purchased 
from Uganda and books 
donated here in the US are 

sold on line through Etsy, 
eBay and Half.com. Sales 
are increasing and generate 
sales  over $400 a month. 
Alisha Chaffey (left photo) 
handles all sales of the 
crafts and collectibles and 
manages the online sites, and packaging and mail-

ing them to customers. 
Profits go to the BKU 
micro loans project. Over 
$3000 was sent to BKU 
in 2015. To purchase 
items, go to the ASA 
website for links to the 
online stores. 

nurse at the BKU Gloria 

Namusoke Health clinic.  

In addition the Canadian 

Konyer family and 

friends from Lindsay, 

Ontario worked hard 

painting and working on 

the BKU Princess Diana 

Nursery School.  

   Some of the BKU visi-

tors stay at the neighbor-

ing Banana Village B & B, 

   May, June and July were 

busy months at Bright Kids 

Uganda. Several interns 

from 2 Florida universities 

and the University of 

Pittsburgh spent their 

university breaks as in-

terns at BKU. One worked 

on a rabbit project and 

supported the growing mi-

cro loan project. Another 

worked with the BKU 

but many stay at the new 

BKU Bed and Breakfast 

which was built with the  

funds sent through the 

Diehl Grant fund. The 

funds paid for the construc-

tion of the apartments 

above the BKU health clin-

ic. It provides comfortable 

rooms with indoor  bath-

rooms plus a beautiful view 

of the Uganda countryside. 
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Above: July, 2015, the 

micro loan partici-

pants gather for their 

micro-loan workshop 

at BKU  

Buwembo Yecko, Uganda 

artisan, designed the 

Ugandan huts and man-

ger scenes. These can be 

purchased through the 

ASA Enterprise stores.  



ASA Social Fund for Hidden Peoples  

USA Board 

Louis A. Picard, President 

Bok Gyo Jeong, Vice President  

Pauline Greenlick, Treasurer 

Hannah Greenlick-Michals, Secretary 

John Michals, Special Projects 

Lindsay Angelo, Proposal Development and Review 

Nicholas Langston, Project Coordinator 

 

Bright Kids Uganda 

Uganda Board of Directors 

Peter Egwel, Board Chairperson 

Victoria Nalongo Namusisi, Founder and Director 

Pastor Daniel Ouma, Vice Chairperson 

Lillian Nanteza, Director 

Linda Suzan Akech, Director 

Dr. Martin Pinto, Director 

Management Committee 

Pastor Wilson Shapiri 

Ms. Iona Nalumansi, Welfare Management 

Rev. Sister Immaculate Gonzaga, Secretary 

 

                        

ASA  Social  

Fund  

Supports:            

 

 

Website: 

www.asasocialfundforhiddenpeoples.org 

  Martha Rial is a Pulitzer Prize 

photographer and visited Bright 

Kids Uganda this past Decem-

ber 2015. She spent 2 weeks 

visiting Medi at the Great Kings 

and Queens, Bright Kids Ugan-

da Home and other groups and 

projects connected with BKU.  

   Her exhibit will show 25 to 40 

images with a multi-media com-

ponent. See you there! 

 

BKU NEWS: 

   Bright Kids Uganda first finan-

cial audit performed by an ex-

ternal auditor was a success. 

Thanks to BKU accountant Shi-

mali Tucker, Director Victoria 

Namusisi and the BKU staff 

who worked many hours in 

making the BKU books bal-

ance. Congratulations to all 

who made this possible. The 

financial books will be audited 

by the external auditor on an 

annual basis. 

  Photography Exhibit 

   Mark your calendars for Sep-

tember 23 for the Martha Rial 

Photography Exhibit spon-

sored by the Pittsburgh Cultural 

Trust. As part of a major Pitts-

burgh event, the Gallery Walk, 

it will be held at the 937 Gallery, 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Bright Kids news…. 

Mail donation 
checks to: 

ASA Social Fund 
for Hidden Peoples 

1323 Fairstead 
Lane 

Pittsburgh, PA 
15217 

See us on Facebook:  
ASA Social Fund for Hidden Peoples 

ASA Social Fund for 

Hidden Peoples 

    Congratulations BKU for 15 

years of providing children with 

an education, shelter, food, health 

care and much needed love. Vic-

toria Namusisi and the late Ma-

nuel Pinto founded BKU in 2000 

and it continues to grow providing 

a home to over 100 children  


