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Reflections on 2020 
This year has been like no other.  We started out with expectations 
that the club’s membership and ride participation would reach new 
levels, given the positive indicators we saw in 2019.  Then COVID-19 
came into our lives.  On March 19th, the club suspended monthly 
meetings and rides.  In June, members were polled to determine 
their willingness to resume rides, and as a result, club rides were 
resumed on 26 June, albeit under the CDC guidelines.  In early 
September rides were again suspended when two club members 
tested positive.  Fortunately both recovered quickly, those around 
them tested negative, and rides were resumed shortly thereafter.  As 
we close the year, we’re hopeful for a vaccine and a resumption to 
what we remember as “normal” conditions.  Let us all be thankful 
that club members came through this challenging year in good 
health, and let’s all join together to hope for a much improved 2021. 
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CBTC Monthly Meeting 

Our monthly meetings have been 
cancelled until further notice 

2020 Board of Directors 

President: Deb Wharff 
debwharff@verizon.net 

Vice President: Kim Turner 
kimbooskie@gmail.com  

Treasurer: Vacant 
Secretary: John Arney 

johnaarney@gmail.com 
Member at Large: Roy Reynolds 

royreynolds59@hotmail.com 

2020 Committee Chairs 

Advocacy & Outreach: Kim Turner 
kimbooskie@gmail.com  

Merchandise: John Arney 
johnarney@gmail.com  

Communications/Marketing:  
Rich Wharff r02581@icloud.com  

Ride Coordinator: (Interim) 
debwharff@verizon.net  
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December Ride Schedule 
Helmets are required on all rides. Rear view mirrors are highly encouraged. 
Please arrive at least fifteen minutes before scheduled roll- out.  Guest riders 
must sign the club waiver prior to roll-out.  Club members acknowledged the 
waiver when they joined or renewed membership in the club.  Enjoy the rides 
and the company. And if you have an idea about a new ride, contact Deb and 
she’ll work to make it happen. 

Truman Linear Trail - Officially open! 
We have discussed the Truman Linear Trail in past editions of the club’s newsletter, despite the fact 
the trail was not “officially” open.  Well, we’re happy to report that as of 19 November, the trail is 
complete.   

The Chatham County Board of Commissioners cut the ribbon Thursday 
for the Truman Linear Park Trail Phase 2A project. This phase of the 
project is a 10-foot wide multi-use trail including two new bridges over 
the Casey Canal. 

This phase of the trail is a little more than three miles long. With new 
cameras, call boxes and lighting installed, county officials say it’s safe 
for everyone to enjoy. 

Date/Ride Mileage Directions Ride Leader

Saturday 5 December, 
9am, Ride to Fancy Hall

22/32/40 Take I-95 SB to Highway 144, TL and then about 
5 miles to the Publix Market on the right.

TBD

Saturday 12 
December, 9am, 
Liberty Trail ride

18/26/31 Midway, GA.  Take I-95 SB to exit 76, then TR to 
Smoking’ Pig parking lot.

TBD

Saturday 19 
December, 9am, 
Hardeeville to Tilaman 
ride (AKA Hospital 
ride)

19/24/33/41 Take I-95 NB to exit 8 in SC278, approximately 
1/4 mile TL into hospital parking log and park in 
the back end of the lot.  Out-and-back routes.

TBD

Saturday 26 
December, 9am, 
Skidaway Island ride

19/24/33 Meet/park in The Village parking lot on 
Skidaway Island, across the street from the BP 
gas station.  

TBD

Coastal Bicycle Touring Club 2

Ride leaders for each 
category will be 
assigned. Ride 

coordinator: Deb Wharff 
debwharff@verizon.net

mailto:debwharff@verizon.net
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“This is a wonderful opportunity to get out, have some exercise, and be able to communicate at a 
distance with people,” District 1 Chatham County Commissioner Helen Stone said. 

The completion of this phase of the Truman Linear Park Trail begins at 
Lake Mayer and ends at DeRenne Avenue. County officials say it’s been 
a long process and there is more to go, but this phase is complete. 

“We wanted to connect Daffin Park with all of the facilities here at Lake 
Mayer. Whether it’s the aquatic center or the soccer complex or even 
just the walking trail around the lake,” Stone said. 

The county served as the developer and budgeted more than $6 
million in SPLOST money for the project. This includes two bridges and 
raised boardwalk sections through wetlands. The city says they will then 
build the second phase of it going north of DeRenne up to Daffin Park. 

The photos in this item were graciously provided by Dr. J.W. (Billy) 
Jamerson. 

Cranksgiving Ride 
CBTC members took part in this year’s Cranksgiving Ride in downtown Savannah on 14 November.  
The event, sponsored by Bike Walk Savannah, combines bike riding and support for Emmanus 
House, a project of the United Ministries of Savannah which provides meals and support for the 
homeless in the greater Savannah area. 

As is always the case, the event drew an eclectic mix of 
participants, with a wide array of riding machinery, and creative 
solutions for carrying items 
from shopping venues back to 
Bike Walk Savannah, ranging 
from saddle bags, baskets to 
bike-drawn trailers. 

This year’s event focused on 
items most in need by 

Emmanus House, primarily paper products and personal care 
items.  At the end of the event, the donation table was filled with 
items that will be put to good use for those most in need in our 
community.  We urge CBTC members to mark their 
calendars for next year’s Cranksgiving bike ride.  You 
will come away with a warm sense that your efforts 
made a big difference for those in need. 

Photos courtesy of Kim Turner. 
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Club mileage year-to-date 
As we close out the year - indeed one of the strangest years in memory - we take note of the 
extraordinary number of miles recorded by club members as of 28 November.  The data was 
obtained through the club’s STRAVA web site, located at: 

 
    https://www.strava.com/clubs/171175 

It should be noted that not all club members are registered on the club’s STRAVA web site, so the 
actual year-to-date totals are doubtless higher than shown.  That aside, it’s worth mentioning the 
tremendous amount of time and energy expended by club members in this most unusual year, up 
and moving on two wheels. 

To put all this in perspective, the cumulative mileage of club riders for year-to-date 2020 equates to 
slightly more than three trips around the Earth at the equator, which is 24,901 miles.  Moreover, the 
cumulative amount of time riding bikes equates to slightly over 213 days.  Not bad for a little bike 
club in Savannah, Georgia. 

Name # rides Cumulative time of rides Mileage

Rich Wharff 304 782 hours 12 minutes 9,967.9

John Arney 255 526 hours 45 minutes 8,563.6

Ken Pierce 198 487 hours 40 minutes 8,336.3

Kim Turner 297 491 hours 20 minutes 7,762.3

Glenn Shealey 242 432 hours 24 minutes 7,729.1

Susan Weiner 225 412 hours 57 minutes 6,776.1

Michael Roche 135 368 hours 17 minutes 5,862.3

Mike Griffith 147 307 hours 53 minutes 5,022.8

Deborah Wharff 149 328 hours 24 minutes 4,796.6

David Jackson 78 167 hours 48 minutes 2,847.2

Eric Holmes 183 198 hours 21 minutes 2,845.1

Joel Mitchell 74 157 hours 6 minutes 2,309.6

Jack Knopps 126 272 hours 22 minutes 2,221.3

Jackie Black 80 128 hours 30 minutes 1,845.8

Geoff Carson 116 64 hours 27 minutes 461.4

Total 2,609 5,125 hours, 29 minutes 77,347.4
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If you’re in need of bikes, bike parts or bike maintenance, please try to frequent one of our area bike 
shops, who have been open during the COVID-19 pandemic and providing assistance to the bike 
community of the greater Savannah area.  Show your support for your local bike shops whenever 
and however you can. 
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