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CBTC NEWSLETTER
Official Publication of the Coastal Bicycle Touring Club, Savannah GA
www.cbtc.org
CBTC Monthly Meeting
Our monthly meetings have been
cancelled until further notice

2020 Board of Directors
President: Deb Wharff
debwharff@verizon.net
Vice President: Kim Turner
kimbooskie@gmail.com
Treasurer: Vacant
Secretary: John Arney
johnaarney@gmail.com
Member at Large: Roy Reynolds
royreynolds59@hotmail.com

2020 Committee Chairs
Advocacy & Outreach: Kim Turner
kimbooskie@gmail.com
Merchandise: John Arney
johnarney@gmail.com
Communications/Marketing:
Rich Wharff r02581@icloud.com
Ride Coordinator: (Interim)
debwharff@verizon.net

New member
The club welcomes Jackie Estes, our newest member. Jackie
is a past member of CBTC, and after an approximate 5 year
absence, rejoined in late October. Welcome (back) to the
club Jackie - we look forward to riding with you in the future.

Fall back
A reminder that when we set the clocks
back on 1 November, it signals that the
cool weather club rides will start at 9am.
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November Ride Schedule
Ride leaders for each
category will be
assigned. Ride
coordinator: Deb Wharff
debwharff@verizon.net

Helmets are required on all rides. Rear view mirrors are highly encouraged.
Please arrive at least fifteen minutes before scheduled roll- out. Guest riders
must sign the club waiver prior to roll-out. Club members acknowledged the
waiver when they joined or renewed membership in the club. Enjoy the rides
and the company. And if you have an idea about a new ride, contact Deb and
she’ll work to make it happen.

Date/Ride

Mileage

Saturday 7 November,
9am, Rincon ride

26/35

Meet/park at the Planet Fitness
parking lot, 5633 Georgia Highway
21, Rincon, GA. Two route options 26 and 35 miles on sparsely traveled
Effingham County country roads.

TBD

Saturday 14
November, 9am,
Islands ride

23/34

Start at Forsyth Park at the corner of
Bull and Gaston. Ride south on
Diamond Causeway on clearly
marked bike lanes. Journey to
Burnside Island, then over to Isle of
Hope before returning to Forsyth
Park.

TBD

Saturday 14
November, 1pm.
Cranksgiving ride

Various

Start/end at Bike Walk Savannah,
corner of Henry and Lincoln. Riders
roll-out to shop for items identified as
essential for Emmaus House, which
provides food and day services for
homeless and needy folks in
Savannah

Saturday 21
November, 9am,
Ellabell ride

25/39

Meet/park at Hendrix Park, 3960
Wilma Edwards Road, Ellabell, GA.
Park next to the gymnasium. Both
route options are on sparsely traveled
Bryan County country roads.

TBD

19/24/34

Meet/park at the Kroger parking lot,
5720 Ogeechee Road, Savannah GA.
Rather than follow the original route,
routes will ride out to Soutbridge to
Pine Barren, turning around at the
Pine Barren/Georgia Highway 17
intersection, then returning. So this
will actually be Left-then-Right Turn
Clyde.

TBD

Saturday 31
November, 9am, Right
Turn Clyde ride
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SFC Augusto “Tito” Pineiro Memorial Ride
A sizable number of CBTC members participated in the third annual “Tito
Memorial ride” on 10 October. Sergeant First Class (SFC) Augusto “Tito”
Pineiro lost his life while riding a hand-crank bike on Georgia Highway 119
in Ft. Stewart at approximately 7am on 9 October 2017. Tito was a combat
veteran who served four deployments. He was a multiple-Purple Heart
recipient who was injured in several improvised explosive device (IED)
blasts while on foot patrol in Afghanistan. Tito channeled the stress of
combat by signing up for the Masked Athlete
Team, competing in marathons and other events while wearing a Special
Operations-style gas mask. When the mask was on, Tito went by the
handle “Unbreakable”. In May of 2016, Tito broke a record when he ran
100 miles in a gas mask at the Knock on Wood 100 in Greenville, SC. He
wore the oxygen-restricting device for the entire 37 hour journey,
stopping every lap of a 3.2 mile loop to swap out the photo he was
carrying - each of a veteran who was either killed in action or in need of
help for combat inflicted injuries or PTSD.
This year’s memorial ride attracted the largest
number of riders, as well as a very large family
contingent, to include Tito’s wife, three children and
extended family. The photo to the right is evidence
of the event’s growth in participation since inception.
Despite less-than-optimal ride conditions (read:
steady rain throughout the ride), CBTC riders felt
honored to have participated in an event that was both sad and uplifting at the
same time.

Least we forget: Deborah Wilkowski
CBTC member Deborah Wilkowski lost her life on 22 October 2016, when she was struck by a
motorist during a club ride. She was less than a half mile to the ride’s conclusion when she was
struck on Georgia Highway 30 near the intersection of Loubern Road. She was
riding three feet to the right of the road’s fog line when
she was struck, clearly out of the vehicle lane.
The driver, Dennis Lee Stuart, is still serving his five year
felony hit-and-run sentence at the Riverbend
Corrections Facility at Milledgeville, Georgia, with a
maximum release date of 13 February 2023.
The club plans to honor Deborah on the fifth anniversary of this horrendous event on Saturday, 23
October 2021 with a ride on the same route (Jim’s Ride in Effingham County), gathering at her ghost
bike and remembering her vibrant personality.
Coastal Bicycle Touring Club
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Cranksgiving Ride
A reminder that Bike Walk Savannah’s seventh annual Savannah Cranksgiving Ride is Saturday, Nov.
14 starting at 1 p.m. Cranksgiving is half bike ride, half food drive and a 100 percent fun way to
spend a Saturday afternoon helping others. Bike Walk Savannah (and you!) will be helping feed
hungry people at Emmaus House. Founded in 1982 by a group of downtown churches, Emmaus
House provides food and day services to the homeless and needy of Savannah. Breakfast is served at
8:30 a.m. Monday through Friday, fifty weeks each year. Registration for the ride starts at 1 p.m. on
Saturday, Nov. 23 at BWS HQ at 1301 A Lincoln St. (Corner of Henry and Lincoln streets). At
registration, participants will receive a shopping list of items needed by Emmaus House. The
challenge begins at 1:30 p.m. when riders roll out to shop by bike. Participants should pick up items
from the shopping list without going over the $20 price limit. This is not a race! Riders may compete
by themselves or on teams. Prize packages will be awarded in the following categories:
•
•
•
•

Most Items Carried by a Single Person
Most Stores Visited (receipts needed from each store)
Best Team Effort
Most Innovative Cargo Rig

All participants must return to 1301 A Lincoln St. by 4 p.m. to tally up their purchases and enjoy food
and beverages. What should you bring? First of all, you’ll need your bike and $15-20. We also
suggest a helmet. If you’re planning on carrying groceries, you should bring a backpack or other
cargo solution for your bike.
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If you’re in need of bikes, bike parts or bike maintenance, please try to frequent one of our area bike
shops, who have been open during the COVID-19 pandemic and providing assistance to the bike
community of the greater Savannah area. Show your support for your local bike shops whenever
and however you can.
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