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CBTC NEWSLETTER
Official Publication of the Coastal Bicycle Touring Club, Savannah GA
www.cbtc.org
CBTC Monthly Meeting
Our monthly meetings have been
cancelled until further notice

2020 Board of Directors
President: Deb Wharff
debwharff@verizon.net
Vice President: Kim Turner
kimbooskie@gmail.com
Treasurer: Vacant
Secretary: John Arney
johnaarney@gmail.com
Member at Large: Roy Reynolds
royreynolds59@hotmail.com

2020 Committee Chairs
Advocacy & Outreach: Kim Turner
kimbooskie@gmail.com
Merchandise: John Arney
johnarney@gmail.com
Communications/Marketing:
Rich Wharff r02581@icloud.com
Ride Coordinator: (Interim)
debwharff@verizon.net
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COVID-19
The club’s Board of Directors suspended club rides for
September when two club members tested positive for
COVID-19. Subsequently, we are happy to report both
members quickly recovered, and other members who were in
proximity tested negative. Accordingly, club rides for October
(and hopefully thereafter) will be resumed, with requisite
adherence to CDC, state and local guidelines.
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October Ride Schedule
Ride leaders for each
category will be
assigned. Ride
coordinator: Deb Wharff
debwharff@verizon.net

Date/Ride

Helmets are required on all rides. Rear view mirrors are highly encouraged.
Please arrive at least fifteen minutes before scheduled roll- out. All riders,
members and guests must sign the waiver prior to departure. Enjoy the rides
and the company. And if you have an idea about a new ride, contact Deb and
she’ll work to make it happen.
Mileage

Directions

25/39

Cross the Talmadge Bridge, about 7
miles, TR on 315. About 9 miles, at
the traffic circle, follow 170 East
Under 278, keep on 170 E
Cross 2 bridges, the second bridge a
long 2 miles over the Broad River
Just over the bridge, TR on 128
2 miles, TR on 21 South
Keep on 21 South (2 more right turns)
Onto St Helena Island, you will see a
sign for ‘Dataw Island’ just past the
sign, a traffic light, signs for ‘Land’s
End’ and Penn Center, TR (MLK hwy)
1/2 mile to Penn Center on the right

Saturday 3 October.
8:30am, St. Helena
Ride, Lands End, SC

Ride Leader
Darrel Snuggerud,
912-598-2181,
dsnuggerud@me.com

Saturday 10 October,
8:00am, SFC Tito
Pineiro Memorial Ride,
Ft. Stewart
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Saturday 17 October,
8:30am, Kilkenny Ride

25/36

Take Highway 17 south or I-95 South
to Richmond Hill exit. Take Georgia
highway 144 (Ford Avenue) to
Highway 144 spur (Ft. McAllister exit),
then 4 miles to park at the boat ramp
immediately before the park
entrance.

Deb Wharff, 410-905-1690,
debwharff@verizon.net

Saturday 24 October,
8:30am, Hospital Ride,
Hardeeville, SC

18/32/42

Take I-95 North to SC exit 8, SC Route
278 East. Park in the back of the
hospital parking lot.

Roy Reynolds, 870-310-9868
royreynolds59@hotmail.com
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Meet/park at 1239 GA Highway 144
Ride will be lead by James
East, Ft. Stewart GA 31314. A
Cheney, Operation Enduring
memorial ride honoring Sergeant First Warrior Ft. Stewart branch.
Class (SFC) Augusto “Tito” Pineiro,
who was killed while riding a hand
cycle near Ft. Stewart. Moderate pace
on roads adjacent to but not inside Ft.
Stewart, so base access will not be
required.
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Date/Ride
Saturday, 31 October,
8:30am, Skidaway
Island Ride
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Mileage

Directions

19/24/33

Meet/park in The Village parking lot
across the street from the BP gas
station (TL at 2nd stop light once
across the bridge to Skidaway Island)

Ride Leader
Kim Turner 214-725-2490
kimbooskie@gmail.com

Autumn out-of-area rides
Most of the traditional autumn rides in and around the greater Savannah area have been cancelled
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. However, two rides, at least as of the release date of this newsletter,
are still scheduled.
The first is the Love 100K Breast Cancer challenge, in Eatonton, Georgia,
Saturday 3 October at 10am. Sponsored by Lake Oconee Velo Eatonton (aka
Team Love), the ride supports Breast Cancer awareness month and honors two
Eatonton women who are currently fighting breast cancer. There will be three
routes: 30K, 65K, and 100K, which translates to 18.6, 40.3, and 62.1 miles. More
information is available at https://teamtytan.com
The second is the above mentioned SFC Tito Pineiro Memorial ride on 10
October. This will be the third annual ride honoring SFC Pineiro, who was
killed while hand cycling on the road adjacent to Ft. Stewart. Held under
the auspices of Operation Wounded Warrior, the ride ends at the “Ghost
Bike” where Tito was killed. Tito was known as “Unbreakable”, setting
examples for junior members of the U.S. Army to follow. One of the most
extraordinary feats Tito accomplished was a 100
mile run while wearing a full protective gas
mask. For those who may not have had the
“luxury” of wearing a protective gas mask, be
advised it is extremely difficult. Wearing one
during quarterly training in the Air Force for just
an 8-hour shift left me drained, sweat stained and exhausted. So Tito was
truly “Unbreakable” and we plan to join in this memorial ride to honor his
legacy.

Truman Linear Parkway Trail - not “officially” open yet
Last month we reported that the Truman Linear Parkway was complete. Technically speaking, that
article was what is currently known as “fake news”. The trail is not yet officially open. The following
update was graciously provided by John Bennett, CBTC member and the safety education programs
manager for Georgia Bikes. John also serves on the boards of Friends of Tide to Town and Bike Walk
Savannah.
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Construction of Phase 2A of the Truman Linear Park Trail, which runs from Lake Mayer Community
Park to DeRenne Avenue, should be completed by the end of October. The 10-foot wide trail is
approximately 3.8 miles long and is constructed of concrete, with some wooden decking near on the
north end of the trail in the Magnolia Park neighborhood. The trail features lighting, security cameras,
and emergency call boxes. Two bridges, one on Eisenhower Drive and the other on Sally Mood
Drive, allow the trail to cross the Casey Canal.
Parking is available at Lake Mayer with an additional
trailhead and parking at the Scarborough Sports Complex
on Skidaway Road. The trail can be accessed by bicycle
from neighborhoods on the west side of the Truman
Parkway via Reuben Clark Drive, which crosses the parkway
on the back side of the Memorial Health campus. Trail users
can activate a HAWK (High-Intensity Activated crossWalK)
signal to stop traffic on DeRenne Avenue to allow safe
crossing.
The second phase of the trail will extend it north from
DeRenne Avenue and connect it to the Police Memorial
Trail, near the intersection of Bee Road and 52nd Street.
The City of Savannah is constructing this portion of the trail
and is seeking additional funding for the project now. The
trail was expected to receive funding from the Georgia
Outdoor Stewardship Act last year, but revenue generated
by the act fell short of expectations and the number of
projects receiving funding was reduced. The city will seek
funding during the next application cycle.
The Truman Linear Park Trail is the first segment of the Tide
to Town urban trail system, a 30-mile network of multiuse paths and protected on-street bicycle
facilities being designed to connect Savannah neighborhoods and eventually other parts of
Chatham County. Friends of Tide to Town, a nonprofit organization founded in 2018, is working with
Bike Walk Savannah, Healthy Savannah, the East Coast Greenway Alliance, Georgia Bikes and other
organizations to advance to effort. For more information, visit tidetotown.org.
A date has not been set for a Truman Linear Park Trail Phase 2A ribbon cutting or grand opening
event, but once construction is complete the City of Savannah will assume responsibility for ongoing
upkeep and maintenance of the trail, along with design and construction of the second phase. The
concept for the Truman Linear Park Trail dates back to the 1970s and it received its first funding in
2005 when it was included in federal legislation known as the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act.
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Postscript: Unfortunately during the storm on the evening of 29
September, an uprooted tree fell on the wooden bridge pictured above.
Exercise caution if you are on the trail until this can be removed and the
bridge repaired.

Cranksgiving 2021 - Bike Walk Savannah event
Several club members have participated in Bike Walk Savannah’s annual “Cranksgiving Ride”, that
combines bikes, charity and most importantly - good fun and companionship. Following are the
details from Bike Walk Savannah:
“Bike Walk Savannah’s seventh annual Savannah Cranksgiving Ride is Saturday, Nov. 23. starting at 1
p.m. Cranksgiving is half bike ride, half food drive and a 100 percent fun way to spend a Saturday
afternoon helping others. Bike Walk Savannah (and you!) will be helping feed hungry people at
Emmaus House. Founded in 1982 by a group of downtown churches, Emmaus House provides food
and day services to the homeless and needy of Savannah. Breakfast is served at 8:30 a.m. Monday
through Friday, fifty weeks each year. Registration for the ride starts at 1 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 23 at
BWS HQ at 1301 A Lincoln St. (Corner of Henry and Lincoln streets). At registration, participants will
receive a shopping list of items needed by Emmaus House. The challenge begins at 1:30 p.m. when
riders roll out to shop by bike. Participants should pick up items from the shopping list without going
over the $20 price limit. This is not a race! Riders may compete by themselves or on teams. Prize
packages will be awarded in the following categories:
•
•
•
•

Most Items Carried by a Single Person
Most Stores Visited (receipts needed from each store)
Best Team Effort
Most Innovative Cargo Rig

All participants must return to 1301 A Lincoln St. by 4 p.m. to tally up their purchases and enjoy food
and beverages. What should you bring? First of all, you’ll need your bike and $15-20. We also
suggest a helmet. If you’re planning on carrying groceries, you should bring a backpack or other
cargo solution for your bike.”
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If you’re in need of bikes, bike parts or bike maintenance, please try to frequent one of our area bike
shops, who have been open during the COVID-19 pandemic and providing assistance to the bike
community of the greater Savannah area. Show your support for your local bike shops whenever
and however you can.

Donna Salisbury
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