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June 9, 2020 

Message to the RINI Community 
 

Dear RINI Community, 

The RINI Administration, Faculty, and Staff stand with those demanding sustainable social 
transformation against violence and systemic racism towards black people and other communities of 
color in our country and here in our own community. This school was created on the belief that all 
people no matter their background or zip code must have a fair and just opportunity to education, 
health, justice, and well-being. The words of Dr King resonate strongly with the RINI Community, 
"injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere." 

We are committed to intentionally building and nurturing a beloved RINI community that is bonded 
together through a beautiful struggle that is restorative, not depleting. We commit to engaging with all 
community members in real, honest, and uncomfortable conversations about racism, inequities, and 
abuse of power, in order to meaningfully contribute to the transformative social change needed at all 
levels of society including within our own individual selves and at our school. Essential to this work is 
the empowerment of our students and their voices. This work has already begun with the creation of 
the RINI R.O.S.E.S (Rise of Student Empowerment) and their leadership training in the Kingian 
Nonviolence philosophy of reconciliation, based on the work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, and the 
organizing strategies he used during the Civil Rights Movement. There is no doubt that RINI students 
will be the leaders beyond our school walls that will facilitate these transformative changes so needed 
in this world. 

We commit to working together with all members of the RINI community by listening, by learning, by 
supporting, and by acting in ways that not only confront racist acts and individuals, but that dismantle 
racist policies, practices, and institutions that have existed for far too long.  

With love, peace, and health 

Pamela McCue, CEO         Colleen Hitchings, Principal 

  
 

 

 

 

June 11, 2020 

Invitation from FirstWorks 

Hello RINI Community, 

This invitation was just sent to me this afternoon and I thought it important to share with you.  Although 
tomorrow evening RINI is hosting senior night at 6pm, there may be some people who are not seniors, who 
wish to tune in to this event, share it with others, or search out a recording if they make it available.   

  

Dear Friends,   

I hope these strange, dramatic and historic times find you well.  We have a performance this Friday that I 
think will be of interest to you and your community.  I was hoping you could include it on your social media 
or in any upcoming news communication.   

FirstWorks stands in solidarity with our brown and black neighbors, and reaffirms our ongoing commitment to 
the work of being anti-racist and our belief in the power of the arts to effect lasting change. 

Performance can be a potent form of resistance.  This Friday, two of FirstWorks' core collaborators, Carlos 
Toro and Daniel Bernard Roumain, will offer a livestream response to their experiences as artists of color in 
today’s America. Requiem for the Living, In Color  comes out of work the two had already been doing as a 
commission for PVDFest, and has been thrown into sharp relief by the murder of George Floyd and the protests 
for racial justice and police reform in the past week.  

I'm attaching a media advisory with more information about Toro and Roumain's collaboration, which will 
stream via FirstWorks’ Facebook live this Friday, June 12th at 7:00 – 7:30pm. Please consider sharing it with 
others who might need community right now. Requiem for the Living, In Color  is a eulogy for lives lost, but 
also a call to action, an affirmation of humanity, and, ultimately, a statement of hope and healing. 

Sending good thoughts, 

Kathleen 

  

For more information on this event visit: http://first-works.org/events/requiem-for-the-living-in-color/   

See FirstWorks’ message of solidarity and commitment to antiracism on social media 


