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RINI Graduation 

June 4, 2020 

Good morning RINI graduating seniors and families! 
We are in the final days of the 2019-2020 school year and it is hard to believe that graduation is just 
around the corner.  Although the senior events this year will be different than usual, they are very 
important and will be memorable celebrations of this milestone.   
 
I am happy to announce that the keynote speaker for the RI Nurses Institute Middle College 
graduation is Dr. Nicole Alexander Scott, MD, MPH, the Director of Health for RI.  This is a great 
honor and as Dr. Alexander Scott has been so integral to the management of the pandemic in this 
state, and has received national attention for her tremendous work, she remains a true supporter of 
RINI Middle College!  The world has learned through this pandemic about the importance of nurses 
and healthcare workers and the need for a caring, compassionate, and skilled workforce.  RINI 
graduates are prepared!  As they leave us, we know that they will go on to contribute in positive ways 
to the community and to the world!  
 
The graduation event is June 15 at 6pm.  We still need cap and gown photos from several of our 
graduates in order to finalize the plans for this event.  Please send them today!   Seniors are still 
working to finish the required classwork and end of course assessments and it is a busy time.  Please 
note that diplomas will be available only after all graduation requirements have been completed.  If 
there are extenuating circumstances, please reach out to Ms. Keating, the guidance counselor.   
 
The virtual senior night will be held on June 12 at 6pm.   This will be a fun event that will showcase 
the memories and the accomplishments of the Class of 2020.  Photos and personal slides are still 
being accepted for this presentation, so get them to us soon! 
 
We look forward to celebrating with you!  Although we are apart, we are together in community, in 
celebration, and in support of the Class of 2020! 
 
Please feel free to reach out with any questions, comments, concerns.   
 
Thank you, 
 
 Colleen Hitchings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 9, 2020 

Message to the RINI Community 
 

Dear RINI Community, 

The RINI Administration, Faculty, and Staff stand with those demanding sustainable social 
transformation against violence and systemic racism towards black people and other communities of 
color in our country and here in our own community. This school was created on the belief that all 
people no matter their background or zip code must have a fair and just opportunity to education, 
health, justice, and well-being. The words of Dr King resonate strongly with the RINI Community, 
"injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere." 

We are committed to intentionally building and nurturing a beloved RINI community that is bonded 
together through a beautiful struggle that is restorative, not depleting. We commit to engaging with all 
community members in real, honest, and uncomfortable conversations about racism, inequities, and 
abuse of power, in order to meaningfully contribute to the transformative social change needed at all 
levels of society including within our own individual selves and at our school. Essential to this work is 
the empowerment of our students and their voices. This work has already begun with the creation of 
the RINI R.O.S.E.S (Rise of Student Empowerment) and their leadership training in the Kingian 
Nonviolence philosophy of reconciliation, based on the work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, and the 
organizing strategies he used during the Civil Rights Movement. There is no doubt that RINI students 
will be the leaders beyond our school walls that will facilitate these transformative changes so needed 
in this world. 

We commit to working together with all members of the RINI community by listening, by learning, by 
supporting, and by acting in ways that not only confront racist acts and individuals, but that dismantle 
racist policies, practices, and institutions that have existed for far too long.  

With love, peace, and health 


