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June 11, 2020 

Invitation from FirstWorks 

Hello RINI Community, 

This invitation was just sent to me this afternoon and I thought it important to share with you.  Although 
tomorrow evening RINI is hosting senior night at 6pm, there may be some people who are not seniors, who 
wish to tune in to this event, share it with others, or search out a recording if they make it available.   

  

Dear Friends,   

I hope these strange, dramatic and historic times find you well.  We have a performance this Friday that I 
think will be of interest to you and your community.  I was hoping you could include it on your social media 
or in any upcoming news communication.   

FirstWorks stands in solidarity with our brown and black neighbors, and reaffirms our ongoing commitment to 
the work of being anti-racist and our belief in the power of the arts to effect lasting change. 

Performance can be a potent form of resistance.  This Friday, two of FirstWorks' core collaborators, Carlos 
Toro and Daniel Bernard Roumain, will offer a livestream response to their experiences as artists of color in 
today’s America. Requiem for the Living, In Color  comes out of work the two had already been doing as a 
commission for PVDFest, and has been thrown into sharp relief by the murder of George Floyd and the protests 
for racial justice and police reform in the past week.  

I'm attaching a media advisory with more information about Toro and Roumain's collaboration, which will 
stream via FirstWorks’ Facebook live this Friday, June 12th at 7:00 – 7:30pm. Please consider sharing it with 
others who might need community right now. Requiem for the Living, In Color  is a eulogy for lives lost, but 
also a call to action, an affirmation of humanity, and, ultimately, a statement of hope and healing. 

Sending good thoughts, 

Kathleen 

  

For more information on this event visit: http://first-works.org/events/requiem-for-the-living-in-color/   

See FirstWorks’ message of solidarity and commitment to antiracism on social media 



Click here for and Daniel’s Declaration and Affirmation for the Love of Black People 

Requiem for the Living, In Color 
June 12, 7pm    Premieres on Facebook Live 

Responding to the realities of creating as people of color during these unprecedented times, multimedia artist 
Carlos Andres Toro and composer/violinist Daniel Bernard Roumain collaborate on a live-streamed cinematic 
journey in film and in sound. As two proud sons of immigrant families of the diaspora between island nations 
and North America, Toro and Roumain marry their complex, fluid creative practices into a singular, seamless 
collaboration. Combining bold, dramatic imagery with a string and beat-based score, “Requiem” addresses the 
realities of living in modern-day America, where the inherent worth of black and brown bodies and souls 
requires impassioned pleas for their basic humanity to be recognized. 
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Experience the Arts Wherever You Are 

FirstWorks is creating new ways for the arts to support students, parents, and teachers through online learning. 
Visit FirstWorks Virtual Learning series for new content each week. Lessons include videos featuring world-class 
artists and assignments aligned to core curricula standards. 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


