
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal's Update August 31, 2020 - State Reopening plans released 

Good evening, 
 
This afternoon, Governor Raimondo outlined the state plans for reopening schools on September 14, 
2020.  Most of the cities and towns have Covid-related metrics that allow the implementation of full 
reopening plans.  In 2 areas, however, the occurrence of the virus exceeds the allowable numbers for 
schools to reopen fully.  Those areas are Providence and Central Falls.  At this time, school districts 
serving primarily students from those areas will begin to implement their partial reopening plan.   
As a state-wide school, RINI serves students from many districts, but primarily from the urban core 
areas including Providence and Central Falls.  Therefore, RINI will begin to implement a staggered 
partial plan.   

● RINI is working with the building owners to ensure that the heating and ventilation systems 
are upgraded to meet safety requirements. 

● RINI is completing minor renovations to upgrade classrooms so that they can optimize 
seating and accommodations for students. 

● RINI has engaged a professional cleaning company that will complete hospital-grade 
cleaning, sanitizing, and decontamination as per CDC and RI Department of Health 
requirements.  We will engage a daily porter who will provide custodial services during every 
school day to ensure that common areas are as clean as possible. 

● The RI Department of Education will be performing a walk-through of the building utilizing a 
state-wide facilities checklist within the next week.  Until the facilities are safety compliant, 
the school will not be able to reopen.   

● RINI faculty orientation began today and will continue through next week.  RINI teachers and 
staff will be prepared for distance learning and for in-person instruction whenever it is safe to 
return to the school.  

● All procedures and protocols for safety, academics, and social-emotional support are being 
consistently updated according to emerging and evolving guidance. 

● RINI has contracted with Inner You counseling center and support services will be available 
for students, faculty and families that are experiencing challenges.  This will be available 
beginning on September 14. 

As of this writing, RINI plans to begin school on September 14, 2020 in a distance learning mode 
and will gradually bring students back until we have full implementation of the partial 
plan.  This means 

● 2 full weeks of distance learning; September 14 through September 25.  If indicated, we 
will bring back small groups of students, as per the partial reopening plan beginning the 
week of September 28th or later. 

● Schedules will be available no later than September 11. 
● Distance learning will be synchronous, meaning that students will report to their 

scheduled classes at a specific time each day on a Google Meet or Zoom meeting.  
Classes will begin with socialization and orientation activities to build community and will 
have direct teacher instruction and interaction.  All students will also be required to complete 
some assignments outside of the scheduled class times.   Attendance is expected in every 
class for every student on every school day.   

● Counseling appointments will be held virtually and student support team members are 
available by appointment. 

● Academic support specialists will be present in the virtual classrooms and will schedule 
additional support and intervention time for students who have IEPs and for 
Multi-lingual language learners in order to ensure appropriate services are delivered. 

● All students should have fully functional Chromebooks and chargers.  If equipment 
and/or Internet connectivity is a problem, we need to hear from you as soon as possible so 
that we can problem-solve and ensure that every student has what they need to participate 
actively in their education.  

● Families can opt-out of in-person instruction and elect for their child to participate in 
the full distance learning model for the first semester.  We have heard from many 
families who prefer that their child not come to school.  The distance learning model will 



allow students who are working from home to engage in instruction and socialization 
activities with their peers.  All families will receive a distance learning contract that will need 
to be completed and returned to school if their student will be engaging only in distance 
learning and will not be attending in-person instruction. 

Of course, if the public health situation in RI changes at any time, RINI will quickly respond and will 
follow the directives of the Department of Health.  If needed, we will scale back the plan and remain in 
distance learning for as long as is needed.  If and when the situation improves, we will continue to 
bring more students back to in-person instruction.  
In all situations, RINI is committed to delivering a rigorous academic college and career nursing 
preparation program.  We are very hopeful that we will be able to offer in-person experiences for 
internships and CNA clinicals in the near future.  Now, more than ever, the world needs great nurses 
and healthcare providers!  
 We thank you for your understanding of the uncertainties surrounding this historical time.   We will 
continue to update you as more information is available.   
We look forward to seeing your student in their distance learning classes on September 14! 
Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have questions, comments or concerns.   
 
Best regards, 
 
Mrs. Hitchings 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
September 2, 2020 

 

Invitation: Reopening Plan Update September 4 

 

Good afternoon families! 
 
I hope that you are all having a great week. Please join us for a reopening school update and as always please 
feel to come with questions. 
 
We look forward to seeing you all! 
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