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From the Pastor: 

Service is the rent you pay for having room on earth. 

    ~Unknown 

I have come to serve you and I find in this service great joy.   But, 

serving individuals can be hard work.  Some are a joy to serve, 

mutually giving as well as receiving. Some will not tell you their 

needs.  Some are always grumpy.  Some treat the servant with no 

respect.  Some just do it on their own.  Some have no idea what 

they need or want. 

The Greek word for servant/waiter/slave is δοῦλος - doulos.  

Jesus also called himself a servant / διακονέω - diakoneo.  “For 

the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give 

his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45). It is the same word 

from which deacon is derived. 

I am having difficulty serving you, for I do not know you well 

enough.  For example, sometimes it is great fun to serve a 

cantankerous loved one, not taking their barbs and sarcasms to 

heart and giving back as good as I get. To do this, one must know 

the beloved grumpy one very well.  Teasing can be a sign of great 

respect. 

One of my official titles is that I am a “Servant of the Word and 

Sacraments.”  Part of “my calling” is to teach, preach and lead 

worship.  That is only a part of what I am called to do.  To serve 

is my reason for Being.   Servanthood is my purpose and duty to 

God, to you and to the world. 

(Continued on back page) 

 

Calendar 

 Sept 1—Worship  

 Sept 2—LABOR DAY, OFFICE CLOSED 

 Sept 4—Knit Wits (morning only), 

Evening Bible Study, PNC meeting 

 Sept 5—Morning Glories 

 Sept 7—Meeting of PWR Clerks of 

Sessions @ IPC 

 Sept 8—Church School & Worship with 

Communion, Salad & Dessert Potluck  

RALLY DAY 

 Sept 9—Evening Circle 

 Sept 10—P&F Committee meeting 

 Sept 11—Evening Bible Study 

 Sept 15— Church School & Worship, 

Deacons meeting, Session meeting  

 Sept 18—Knit Wits (morning only), 

Evening Bible Study 

 Sept 22—Church School & Worship 

 Sept 23—Presbytery meeting, Mission 

Committee meeting 

 Sept 25—Evening Bible Study 

 Sept 29—Church School & Worship  



  

.   
 

 

Worship Activities 

During Rev. Hudson’s two-week absence for annual 

transitional pastoral training, we welcomed Rev. Edwin 

Stern on August 25 and Rev. Luke Choi on September 

1.  Rev. Choi will lead us in worship again on 

September 22, when Rev. Hudson is on vacation. 

9/1 Holy Labor! (Rev. Choi) 

 Ecclesiastes 5:18-20; Luke 3:7-18 

 Liturgist:  Wendy Lavey 

9/8 The Stewardship of Relationship 

 Jeremiah 18:1-11; Psalm 139; Philemon 1-21; 

Luke 14:25-33  

 Liturgist:  Laura Butler 

9/15 We Live In A Throwaway World 

 Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28; Psalm 14; 1 Timothy 

1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10 

 Liturgists:  Christine Reinprecht and Anneliese 

Kinkaid 

9/22 Drops of God’s Grace (Rev. Choi) 

 Deuteronomy 24:19-22; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8  

 Liturgist:  TBD 

9/29 Lusting After Wealth 

 Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15; Psalm 91; 1 Timothy 

6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31 

 Liturgist: Jacqueline Hudson 

We encourage children to remain in the sanctuary 

during service; there are books & activity packets at the 

back of the sanctuary, which they are welcome to take 

home.  Childcare for infants/toddlers is also available.  

PNC Update 

The PNC recently met with Rev. Jim Butler to check on 

progress and review the next steps towards our search 

for a permanent pastor. The first step is sharing findings 

with the congregation based on interviews the 

committee has conducted. We would love to see as 

many people as possible at the Rally Day potluck to 

share this valuable information. From here, we will 

begin working on answering questions to include on our 

information forms that will eventually go online for 

Pastors to review. We are hoping to have this completed 

and ready to post by January. We are making progress 

and appreciate the Congregation’s patience and insights 

as we work through this process. If you have any 

questions or concerns, please see a PNC member:  

Laura Butler, Butch Carr, Dean Jermann, Mike 

Messenger, Kelly Savastano, Dave Rahn. 

The Deacons’ Corner 

The IPC Homedays Cookie Booth, smartly decorated 

to match the Homedays’ Golf Theme, was open for 

business on Fri., August 5th, with cookies baked on 

Thursday in the Civic Center kitchen by 3 Deacons and 

3 volunteers.  We were blessed with great weather, 

although a bit warm in the sun (next year we need to 

get a shade for the west side of the booth!).  A huge 

thank you to everyone who donated, baked, and helped 

to man our booth.  We had a great time talking with our 

friends and neighbors.  Total cookie sales came to 

$409.14; donations from generous donors came to 

$401.00; total expenses were $340.43. All in all we 

netted $469.71 (Deacons vote on where this goes – last 

year $578.88 was sent to The Cleveland Foodbank). 

Our new Moderator as of July 1st is Nancy Jermann, 

who served as a Deacon many years ago and is excited 

to assume her new responsibilities.   If you have any 

questions or suggestions, feel free to find her at Church 

on any given Sunday.  We currently have 8 Deacons, 

and with some Deacons leaving and new ones coming 

on board in July, the Deacon Pastoral Plans might have 

changed a bit, so…. you may have a new Deacon!   

Currently, we are seeking the names and addresses 

for all of our children who are off to college or are 

serving in the Military.  Also, for any of your adult 

children who have married and/or moved to a new 

address, please give that information to your Deacon 

(or Nancy) so we can keep our information up to date.  

If you are not an active member, but attend regularly, 

we would like to include you in our Deacon Pastoral 

Plan!  See Nancy and she will have you fill out a data 

sheet and assign you a Deacon. 

We continue to serve the Congregation in our 

Gathering Room for coffee hour.  We hope you enjoyed 

the “beach” décor in August.  Look forward to a new 

“duckie” theme in September!  Also, a sign-up sheet 

for providing the monthly Birthday Cake has been 

posted on the Bulletin Board. 

Finally, the Deacons want to wish Martha 

Alexander a very happy 107th birthday on 

September 20th, and hope the Congregation will help 

by sending her a bunch of birthday greetings!   Her 

address is on the Birthday Announcement Bag on the 

bulletin board in the hallway.  If you prefer to put your 

card in the birthday bag, we will deliver it on the 20th.   

~ Nancy Jermann 

 



  

Pastor’s September Stewardship Message 

Stewardship isn’t an idea that some money-hungry 

preacher or con artist conjured up.  Stewardship is firmly 

grounded in Scripture.  It is an attitude of serving.  The 

Christian steward worships, studies, gives, and loves.  

He or she does so willingly and freely out of a grateful 

heart. 

Stewardship is our response to God’s grace.   

St. Paul writes, 

“For if I do this of my own will, I have a 

reward; but if not of my own will, I am 

entrusted with a commission.” 

1 Corinthians 9:17 

And he also writes, 

“For surely you have already heard of the 

commission of God’s grace that was given 

me for you… 

Of this gospel I have become a servant 

according to the gift of God’s grace that was 

given me by the working of his power.” 

Ephesians 3:2,7  

I encourage all of us to change our perspective on the 

meaning of stewardship.  Stewardship is not our effort, 

through our time, talents, and money, to create a good 

relationship with God.  It is a response to God, with our 

time, talents and money, because the relationship with 

God already exists through Jesus Christ!   We practice 

good stewardship not to receive gratitude, but to show 

gratitude for all that is already given to us.  Gratitude 

with no strings attached.  

Jesus said,  

“Follow me.” 

Matthew 4:19 

Stewardship is the fulfillment of this incredible offer. 

 

 
 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL… 

Proverbs 23:12 – Apply your heart to instruction 

and your ear to words of knowledge. 

The Little Dig 

The Property & Finance Committee recently 

contracted with All Service Plumbing for replacement 

of the underground gas line between the Chapel and 

the corner of the CE Building, leaks from which were 

causing occasional odors migrating into our building.  

Costs were lower than feared because the contractor 

was able to avoid breaking up the sidewalk.   

Earlier testing had confirmed there were NO leaks 

inside the CE building, and we were not experiencing 

higher than usual gas usage.  Although work was 

deferred until late August to avoid Home Days, gas to 

the building was shut off.  Additional related work 

included replacement of boiler valves following an 

inspection by another contractor.   

The total cost for all of the above work is estimated at 

about $6,500.  Some of this may be “charged” against 

budgeted maintenance expense, but most will come 

from two special-purpose standing “funds”:  the 

Capital Improvement and Memorial Funds. 

Special thanks to Larry Mamere and Dean Jermann 

who spearheaded these projects.  They were on-site 

during the gas line replacement, and cleared weeds 

and shrubs so the contractor could access the line at 

the wall.  Larry also removed the HUGE wasp nest 

nestled above the entrance.  And several volunteers 

took care of final raking and seeding on 9/4. 

       

This project is a window into the Property & Finance 

Committee’s responsibilities and commitment to IPC 

– identifying building & property needs, obtaining 

quotes, selecting the contractor, drafting contract 

language that protects IPC, signing the contract, 

assuring City permits are obtained and contractors are 

properly insured and bonded, maintaining “as-builts,” 

coordinating scheduling, and overseeing the work.   

~ Wendy Lavey 

 



  

Presbyterian Women Tidbits 

Our jewelry sale continues and your donations of used 

jewelry are still needed.  The IPC Presbyterian Women 

will host two tables at the 2019 Semi-Annual Community 

Garage Sale at the Independence Fieldhouse from 9 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. on Saturday, October 5th.  There is a box to 

collect your jewelry donations in the church office.  If you 

have nothing left in your jewelry boxes to donate, come 

and visit our tables at the sale to find some “new” baubles, 

bangles and beads you might like.  We are increasing our 

mission treasure chest due to your generosity.  Thank you! 

The 2019-2020 PW/Horizons Bible Study books, “Love 

Carved in Stone,” are in and will be distributed at the 7 

pm, Monday, September 9th Evening Circle.  The cost of 

the study booklet is $10.00 and payment is due upon 

delivery.  Checks should be made to “Independence 

Presbyterian Church” with “Presbyterian Women” in the 

notation line. Contact Janis Carr, 216 262-5180, if you 

have questions. 

Our magazine for PW, Horizons, is available in a 

magazine file in the Church’s library.  The 2019 

July/August issue focuses on the question “What Do You 

Believe?”  Two of the featured articles are “Who Needs 

PW? Why Women’s Organizations Are Needed, Today 

and Tomorrow” and “What Presbyterians Believe.”  For 

interesting reading, borrow a copy! 

~ Janis Carr 

 

Mission in Motion 

Hello IPC! The Rise Against Hunger event was filled with 

fellowship and fun while we packed 20,000 meals to help 

save lives and change communities. It was a great event 

for all ages and a great way to do something positive to 

help combat hunger and prepare for the hurricane season 

and other natural disasters. Also, our Pill Bottle Collection 

for Matthew 25: Ministries is now underway. Please drop 

off any pill bottles in the back of the sanctuary and make 

sure all pill bottles are label-free, cleaned with dish soap 

and hot water, and are completely dry before they are 

donated. The final date for this collection is Sunday, 

September 22nd. We will be collecting coats and jackets 

in October for the annual Love INC collection, and there 

will also be another Cooperative Mission Meeting this fall 

hosted by a different church. If you have any interest in 

attending or would like to know more, please speak with 

any of your mission committee members. Thank you for 

your attention!  

~ Lee McGovern 

 

Spotlight on … 

COLLEEN McCARTY 

 

Colleen has been attending IPC for 3-4 years and 

grew up north of Pittsburgh as a Presbyterian.  She 

moved to Broadview Heights and was happy to find 

us nearby.  She went to Slippery Rock College in PA 

and made her career as an Actuarial Analyst here in 

Cleveland with the Lipman Actuarial Group.  Think 

Math!!  IPC appreciates Colleen volunteering as a 

Sunday School Teacher for several years.  She loves 

hiking in the Metroparks, going to movies, reading, 

and just hanging out.  A little known fact about 

Colleen – she was a competitive gymnast while 

growing up and continued to coach 7-15 year olds in 

competitive gymnastics while in college. 

~ Karen Shallcross 

 

 

 

Evening Circle 

September 9th is International Sudoku Day. 

Drop your Sudoku puzzle and join the IPC 

Evening Circle on September 9th for their first 

meeting of the new “season.”  The Evening Circle 

meets the 2nd Monday of the month, at IPC at 7:00.  

Call the church office with questions. 

~ Lauren Somple 



  

WHO’S WHO AT IPC – 

Property & Finance 

Committee  

Wendy Lavey, Elder & Moderator* 

John Bair* 

Butch Carr 

Dean Jermann 

Larry Mamere 

Ryan McGovern, Elder* 

Bev Rospierski, Elder & Treasurer 

Leon Wateska 

Rev. Bill Hudson, Transitional Pastor 

P&F meetings are always open.  Our 

regular meetings are on the 2nd Tuesday of 

the month at 7pm and typically go 2 hours, 

sometimes more, rarely less.  The next 

meeting is 9/10.  We welcome newcomers! 

You don’t need to be able to use a 

hammer, and oversee contractors, and 

catch critters, and read financials, and 

prepare budgets, and negotiate insurance 

contracts … but it helps to be interested in 

at least one aspect of what we do!!! 

*Together with Drew Coddington and 

Frank Lovell, Wendy, Ryan and John also 

serve on the Investment Subcommittee, 

which meets quarterly. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Committee on Ministry 
Presbytery of the Western Reserve 

2800 Euclid Avenue, Suite 314 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 

216.241.3966 
 
July 22, 2019 
 
The Rev. Bill Hudson, Interim/Transitional Pastor 
Independence Presbyterian Church 
6624 Public Square 
Independence, OH 44131 
 
Dear Bill and Members of Session: 
 
 During a Session meeting on January 13, 2019, the 
Committee on Ministry gave permission to the Session to begin the 
process of forming and electing a Pastor Nominating Committee 
with the understanding that PNC work could not commence until a 
new Interim/Transitional Pastor was hired and had begun working.  
The Session agreed that the Interim/Transitional Pastor will 
continue to engage the congregation in the five traditional tasks of 
transitional ministry begun with the Rev. Robin Craig (see 
Transitional Pastor Position Description, Section “F”). 

Further, the Session agreed that the Interim/Transitional 
Pastor will also address the following five special concerns relative 
to Independence Church and ensure the COM of sufficient progress 
so that the transitional ministry work can continue up to and 
including the nomination and calling of a pastor: 

1) Promote healthy internal and external lines of 
communication between the Session and the 
Presbytery/Committee on Ministry, Session, 
congregation, committees, pastor and staff.      

2) Promote healthy models of conflict management and 
shared leadership. 

3) Guide and support the Session in the exploration of 
appropriate and “right size” governing/leadership 
structures. 

4) Promote timely and transparent financial reporting and 
improved internal control of financial resources. 

5) Promote faithful and generous Christian stewardship of 
the congregation’s time, skills, and financial resources, 
and demonstrate evidence that present and future 
member giving will support the call of an installed 
pastor (full-time or otherwise).  

 
Please know that the Committee on Ministry wants the 

mission and ministry of Independence Presbyterian Church to 
flourish and that we will do everything appropriate to support and 
guide you as your transition continues. 
 
Sincerely, 
The Rev. James Butler 
Moderator 

 

Presbyterian Trivia:   

What female pop singer’s name (first 

and last) is an anagram of 

“Presbyterians”? 

Answer to July/August Trivia:   

According to the PC(USA) Presbyterian 

Mission website, the first female elder 

was ordained in 1930, and the first 

female minister was ordained in 1956.  

Rev. Margaret Towner was ordained on 

October 24, 1956. 



  

Financial Corner:   

August Operating revenue   $ 7,142 Operating expense  $11,147 Net Operating LOSS  ($4,005) 

YTD Operating revenue  $81,317 Operating expense  $71,590 Net Operating income  $9,727  

Presbyterian 101 

Q: We often say what we believe by reciting the 

Apostles’ Creed.  I’ve heard it was written by 

the 12 apostles.  True? 

A: Highly doubtful.  Because the Creed is described 

by some as containing 12 articles, some 4th century 

Christians suggested it was written by the 12 

apostles, each contributing an element of what he 

believed as guided by the Holy Spirit.  Most 

theologians refute this “legend.”  Rather, the name 

of the Creed is attributable to its representation of 

apostolic teaching – i.e., a summation of the 4 

Gospels and the Epistles in the New Testament.  

Hence, the Creed of the apostles. 

 

Q:  When we say we “believe in the holy catholic 

church,” are we referring to the Roman 

Catholic Church? 

A:  Obviously not!  The term “catholic” – which is not 

capitalized – did not and does not refer to any 

specific denomination or Christian group.  In fact, 

it means the opposite. The word “catholic” comes 

from the Greek word “katholikos” (καθολικός), 

meaning universal.  And “katholikos” comes from 

the Greek “kata” (κατά) meaning throughout + 

“holos” (ὅλος) meaning whole or complete.  Thus, 

“catholic” means throughout all time and places, 

and points to the essential unity or wholeness of the 

church in Christ. When the creed states, “I believe 

in the holy catholic church,” it refers to the 

wholeness of the church, universally, in all times 

and places. 

- Wendy Lavey (multiple sources) 

  

 

 

Update on Invested Funds 

The Miller Endowment ended July at its highest ever 

valuation level (adjusting for a 2018 distribution) and, 

despite some recent August market weakness, remains 

ahead roughly 10% through late August 2019. The 

account remains positioned primarily in low cost, key 

U.S. equity index funds (54.3%) with a lesser weighting 

in several international funds (13.2%) and a minor 

exposure to a healthcare sector fund (2.3%).  Roughly 

30% of the account is held in a money market fund for 

potential liquidity needs, which also helps to reduce the 

impact of recent equity market volatility.     

The separate “Manse/Housing Allowance Account”, 

funded from Manse sale proceeds, is invested in various 

bank CDs (roughly equal $$$ per CD) maturing at 

staggered quarterly intervals. The longest dated maturity 

is now January 2021. The average, unweighted yield to 

maturity is roughly 2.4%. Two issues matured so far this 

year and were replaced with new issues with roughly 

0.5% higher interest rates. All are FDIC-insured. Year-

to-date income generated has been roughly $2350. All 

income paid is added to a money market fund (~13% of 

the current account value) for near-term liquidity needs. 

~ John Bair 

Special Performance 

 

Pianist & composer Tom McDermott performing at IPC on 

August 6th (organized by Jake Briggs) 

 

I would like to thank Jack Buess for the 

monetary gift and all the people involved in 

having the Air Conditioner installed in our 

Sanctuary.  It’s so nice to feel the cool breeze 

on a hot day.  What a pleasure.  Thanks again 

Jack. 

– Frank Lovell 

 



  
 Do you know? 

  On the rectangular table at the back of the 

sanctuary, there are two devotional booklets you 

can use daily.  One is Our Daily Bread, published 

by Our Daily Bread Ministries to “reach people 

around the world with the life-changing wisdom of 

the Bible.”  The other is The Upper Room, 

“published in more than 30 languages and 100 

countries around the world. The daily meditations 

are written by readers of the magazine and others 

interested in sharing their faith experiences through 

writing.”  If you are interested in joining others you 

don’t know in daily worship of the same subjects, 

pick up either of these booklets or both! 

 IPC has had seven fulltime ministers since the 

sanctuary opened in 1854 according to The Old 

Stone Church in Independence written by Elizabeth 

L. Spelman and collaborators.  The ministers listed 

are: 

 Rev. Benjamin F. Sharp 

 Dr. Kensey Stewart 

 Rev. Wm. J. Cox 

 Rev. Herbert Fuller 

 Rev. Robert Barnes 

 Rev. Leroy Ford 

 Rev. Dr. Matthew Zuehlke 

Who will be number eight?  

- Janis Carr 

 

From the Outreach Committee 

It is time to produce a new pictorial directory here at 

IPC so MARK YOUR CALENDAR and 

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT to sit for a free 

8 x 10 portrait by Lifetouch Church Directories (who 

have been our photographers in 2002, 2007, and 

2013)!  Our campaign will be Tuesday, October 15th 

from 2-9 p.m. and Wednesday, October 16th from 2-9 

p.m.  We hope that all members, friends, and families 

of IPC will participate in this event and receive a free 

directory along with your portrait.   

There are several ways to make an appointment:  

Committee members will be available before and after 

church on Sundays, September 8, 15, 22, 29, and 

October 6 to sign you and your family up in person.  

You might appreciate the convenience of reviewing 

the schedule and signing up online using this link: 

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-

plus.com/b13vtrdk/. 

The committee will also be making phone calls if we 

do not catch you in person or online to gladly sign you 

up.  We will have leaflets available at church with 

suggestions about what to wear and how much time 

the process will take.  There are also discounts for the 

military, first responders, and seniors when ordering 

photo prints or packages.  

Outreach will be posting a signup sheet for volunteers 

to be hosts and hostesses for each three hour shift 

during the photo campaign.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Karen Shallcross at 216-524-0863 or 

kshallx@prodigy.net. 

 
Blessings of the Animals on August 11 … 

   

 

Community Chicken Barbecue hosted by the Independence  Kiwanis Club on 

Sunday, September 15th at the Kiwanis Pavilion in Elmwood Park off Selig 

Drive (behind Civic Center).  $12.00 for adults and $5 for children under 12.  

Kiwanis will be serving from 11:30 to 2:30.  Buy tickets at the door or in 

advance from Karen Shallcross. 

 

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b13vtrdk/
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b13vtrdk/
mailto:kshallx@prodigy.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT IPC’S WEBSITE IS CURRENTLY UNDER CONSTRUCTION AS WE MIGRATE THE HOSTING 

PLATFORM FROM SHAREFAITH TO, FOR NOW, GO DADDY (saving IPC close to $500/year). 

Thank you to all contributors to the September issue of IPC’s Towerbell:  Rev. Bill Hudson, John Bair, Laura Butler, Janis 

Carr, Kate Hasenohrl, Nancy Jermann, Wendy Lavey, Frank Lovell, Lee McGovern, Karen Shallcross, Lauren Somple and 

Paula Trill.  All errors belong to Wendy as editor and layout specialist!  Color printing donated.  Updates and articles 

are due to Wendy by the last day of the preceding month, although earlier is better!! 

Independence Presbyterian Church 

6624 Public Square 

Independence, Ohio 44131 

216-524-6307 

ipcusaorg@gmail.com 

www.ipcusa.org 
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From the Pastor (continued from page 1): 

I would much rather be the master than the slave.  Some may think of themselves in terms of greatness; that 

is, masters of their own life and fate.  That is to be served instead of serving.  Yet, we are all called to serve 

Christ, each other and our neighbor. Jesus said, “Whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. “ 

(Mark 10:44) 

 

To choose to serve is the great calling in life.  No one wants to be in a relationship enslaved to another.  What I 

am talking about is service, not enslavement.  To choose service gives life purpose and meaning, but to be 

enslaved is death.  One is life giving, the other is oppression.  The question is, who do you serve?  What is your 

service to God, to your family, to your neighbor, to your country and to the world?  It is the price of rent.   

In service, 

Rev’d.  Bill 
 

Proverbs 12:11 – Whoever works his land 

will have plenty of bread, but he who 

follows worthless pursuits lacks sense. 

Ephesians 4:28 –  Let the thief no longer 

steal, but rather let him labor, doing 

honest work with his own hands, so that 

he may have something to share with 

anyone in need. 

mailto:ipcusaorg@gmail.com

