Towerbell
INDEPENDENCE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2020
From the Pastor:
Lent is upon us! Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February
26th. We will have a service in the Chapel at 7 PM that
night. This is one of my favorite services of the year
because it is most adult service with Ashes placed upon our
foreheads and the proclamation,
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall
return.” (Genesis 3:19)
It is from the Earth that we come from and in which we shall
return. We are mortal and God is immortal. We are created,
God is the creator. All of life is dependent upon God.
The English word Lent is a shortened form of the old
English word lencten (13th Century). Lencten is the word
for Spring. It was in the Spring of the year that Christ died
on the Cross. So often we think of Lent as a dark demanding
season of the Church year. Yet Spring is a time of rebirth,
of flowers, of life. Winter has past and the earth is renewed.
There is an ancient custom of giving something up for Lent
as a sign of repentance. But instead of giving up, I rather
think of it as a time of embracing life and faith. Not what
one gives up for God, but instead what one longs for to begin
anew. In this land of the frozen tundra, I cannot wait to
throw off the heavy coat of Winter and feel the warmth of
the Sun, and smell the newness of the air.
Lent is upon us!
In Christ, Rev’d. Bill

Calendar
 Feb 2—Church School & Worship with
Communion; Souper Bowl of Caring collection

 Feb 5—Knit Wits; Independent Study Group
 Feb 6—Morning Glories
 Feb 9—Church School & Worship; Deacons
meeting

 Feb 11—Property & Finance C’ee meeting
 Feb 13—Evening Circle cleaning the nursery
 Feb 16—Church School & Worship; Session
meeting






Feb 18—Mission Team meeting
Feb 19—Knit Wits
Feb 20—Outreach Team meeting
Feb 23—Church School & Worship with
Communion (Transfiguration of the Lord)

 Feb 26—ASH WEDNESDAY – 7pm service in
the Chapel

 Mar 1—Church School & Worship with
Communion
Please note that there is a wedding at IPC in the
Sanctuary on Saturday, Feb. 22 (with rehearsal
and decoration/setup on Friday, Feb. 21).

Worship Activities

Deacon’s Corner

Rev. Hudson’s February sermon titles and scripture
selections are provided below:

We are done with January, without too much snow or bad
weather, and Spring is just around the corner! The Deacons
welcomed three new Deacons to our Deacon Board on
January 12th! Ann Siebert, Lynne Andrews and Rhoda
Kazarovich were officially installed on February 2nd,
Groundhog Day!! Ann will be our Deacon in charge of this
year’s Valentine Care Package Program, so if you have a son
or daughter in College, or in the military, please give Ann
their name and address so she can get a Valentine out to them
by February 14.

2/2

Faithfulness
Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15, 1 Corinthians
1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12
Liturgist: Lauren Somple

2/9

A Day Acceptable to the Lord?
Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 111-112; 1
Corinthians 2:1-16; Matthew 5:13-20
Liturgist: Sue Saunders

2/16

Life or Death
Deuteronomy 30:11-20; Psalm 119; 1
Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37
Liturgist: Wendy Lavey

2/23

Dazzling
Exodus 24:12-18; 2 Peter 1:16-21;
Matthew 17:1-9
Liturgist: Paula Trill

2/26

Practicing Your Righteousness
Joel 2:12-17; Psalm 51; 2 Corinthians
5:20b-6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Liturgist: Nancy Jermann

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
February 26 @ 7pm
In the Chapel

PNC Update
The PNC has completed our information form which
has been approved by session and sent to the
Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry. They will be
meeting February 4th and let us know whether or not
our form was approved. From there, our
information can be put on the minister search sites
and we can start taking a look at candidates. The
PNC would like to thank you for your continued
patience and support and request prayers that the
right fit for IPC will come along.
~ Laura Butler, PNC Moderator

Because we now have 9 Deacons, we had to shift the Deacon
Care Plan around a bit, so some of you may have a new
Deacon this year. They will be contacting you to let you know
of the change, but you can always check in the office where a
Plan is posted on the wall. Remember to let your Deacon
know of any important events in your life, or the life of your
family members.
I had an opportunity to visit with Barbara Flood at The Oaks
of Brecksville, and I must say she is looking very good! She
tells me that she may be home as early as February 1st. She is
getting some rehab to help her walk and go up and down
stairs, but the pneumonia is pretty much gone.
Thanks to all who helped prepare meals for the Pastor and his
wife earlier this month. He will be out of the office all of
February, and thinks that they will only need maybe one meal
a week, so if you want to prepare a dinner and put it in the
Gathering Room Refrigerator for pick up, let Paula know, and
she will contact the Pastor.
As January moved into February, so our Gathering Room
transformed from a winter wonderland to a Valentine
celebration! There will be a February Birthday cake on
Sunday, February 2nd, and the décor will be changed to
represent lots of love!! Be sure to join us after worship on all
the Sundays of February!!!!!!
~ Nancy Jermann, Moderator
On December 8th, 2019, Brenda Kolchin, Anneliese Kinkaid,
Paula Trill and Beverly Rospierski represented Independence
Presbyterian Church at the Independence Holiday Fare with
various Christmas items for sale. We all had a fun afternoon
and made a profit of $78.00, which was added to the IPC
general operating account. Our picture was also in the
Independence Community newsletter representing IPC.
Nice Job Ladies!

~ Bev Rospierski

As described in the IPC Annual Report, when it comes to our fundamental spiritual activities as a church and
congregation, we are shifting from COMMITTEEs (which sometimes connote undue formality, requiring
permanent year-round commitments of their members) to TEAMs. Our 4 spiritual teams are Worship, Mission,
Christian Education, and Outreach. TEAMs may act more in a coordinating fashion, with participants coming
and going throughout the year based on specific needs and projects. Ideally, all IPC members and friends will find
themselves drawn to 1 or more of these spiritual teams. To express interest or share ideas, contact:
Worship
Mission
Christian Ed
Outreach

Team Leader:
Team Leader:
Team Leader:
Team Leader:

Rev. Hudson & Carol Tomasko
Lee McGovern
Joe Stern
Karen Shallcross

Session Liaison:
Session Liaison:
Session Liaison:
Session Liaison:

Carol Tomasko
Mike Messenger
Joe Stern
Bev Rospierski

Mission in Motion
In December, some children at IPC assembled bags of toiletries that had been donated for the drop-in center,
learning to help care for others. On February 2nd, Super Bowl Sunday, non-perishable food items were collected
for Lend-a-Hand to support the united effort of the Souper Bowl of Caring. There are many great mission
activities being planned for this new year and your continued generosity and participation is appreciated!
~ Lee McGovern, Mission Team Leader

A NOTE OF THANKS FROM PRESBYTERY FOR HOSTING DINNER &
MEETING ON JANUARY 27TH …
Hello Bill! I would like you to please share with Beverly and all the other good folks who
were in the kitchen the other night a great, big THANK YOU for all of their hard work
putting together our delightful meal on Monday. I heard many positive comments about
the soup and – of course – the desserts! Additionally, the Hunger and the Earth
Stewardship Action Networks are especially grateful for IPC’s willingness to play a role
in our ongoing educational pieces about hunger and the environment. You made it easy
to make Monday Meatless, and we are deeply appreciative.

News from Outreach

Do you know?
Independence Presbyterian Church had a celebrity at
the Browns vs. Ravens game in FirstEnergy Stadium
on December 22nd.
Logan Edwards, six years old and in first grade at
Abraham Lincoln Elementary School, was the KickOff Kid for the day. He was chosen to represent the
whole Maple Heights School District by his Principal,
Dawn Besteder, because he is an excellent student,
always on time,
doesn’t miss school
and his behavior is
great. As the KickOff Kid, Logan
received four tickets
to the game (in the
nineteenth row of the
end zone), two field
passes for the KickOff Kid experience
and
refreshment
money for the day.
Logan and his guests were escorted to their seats by a
media representative. When it was time for the game’s
kick-off, Logan wore his special “Get 2 School, Stay
in the Game!” t-shirt when he ran onto the field to
retrieve the kick-off tee. Proud Grandma Donna
Edwards was with him on the sidelines. Donna has
been a volunteer at Abraham Lincoln Elementary
School since Logan’s father, aunt and uncle were
students there and her volunteerism continues today.
Congratulations, Logan!!
~ Janis Carr

Outreach is always looking for new members to help
us brainstorm and accomplish things around IPC and
in the community. Our next meeting is Thursday,
February 20th at 10 a.m. If you have ideas or
questions about the Outreach Team, but can’t make a
daytime meeting, please contact Karen Shallcross
(Outreach Team leader) or Bev Rospierski (Session
liaison to Outreach).
We hope everyone likes the new size of the pictorial
directory that is being distributed. If you haven't
received your copy, please call the office to make
arrangements to pick yours up. We will mail to shutins or take them along on a visit with them.
Outreach might be more involved with Independence
Home Days this year. We have been talking about
kicking it up a notch and are thinking about a food item
or activity which is a good match for IPC and the
community. We welcome any ideas or suggestions
from the Congregation!!
We hope to offer some events this coming year
including a Strawberry Festival in early summer and
the Rummage Sale in the fall. Both activities will need
church-wide support and participation but both are
historical to IPC and a lot of fun with many hands.
It has been proven that the best way to enlarge a church
congregation is to ASK A FRIEND OR NEIGHBOR
OR COLLEAGUE to attend with you. The Outreach
Team has something to give to each new visitor in
appreciation of their attendance.
~ Karen Shallcross, Outreach Team Leader
Presbyterian Trivia: Can you name the AfricanAmerican female mathematician who was critical to
the successful launch of John Glenn into orbit, who
happens to also be a Presbyterian elder and avid
choir member?
Answer to December Trivia: If you saw the musical,
you knew the answer! Alexander Hamilton is the
rags-to-riches Founding Father who came to
America from the British West Indies with the
financial support of Rev. Hugh Knox, a
Presbyterian missionary.

Presbyterian Women Tidbits
 Our subscription for the Presbyterian Women
magazine, Horizons, was renewed by the PW
Board at the end of last year and issues are
located in a magazine file in the Church’s
library. The November/December 2019
magazine is entitled “Standing on the
Shoulders of Empowered Women—USA
Mission Experience to the Finger Lakes
Region of New York”. The 2019 Mission
Experience invited Presbyterian Women to
consider how the Finger Lakes region and its
people have shaped our culture and the way
we relate to one another. This relationship
includes abolition and women’s suffrage,
which were two turning points for our
country. One of the interesting articles is
“The Haudenosaunee: Sharing the Law of
Peace.” As quoted from the table of contents,
“Prior to European colonization, the area we
call New York was home to a number of
Native American tribes, including the six that
formed the Haudenosaunee Confederacy.
Learn more about how the tribes came
together and the culture they share.” Is your
curiosity piqued? Borrow this copy!
 In this cold weather warm your heart by
reading some of the thank you letters received
for donations the IPC Presbyterian Women
made to deserving organizations in
December. These letters are located on the
bulletin board outside the main office. Again,
thank you for your generosity in making the
donations possible.

~ Janis Carr, PW Moderator
Financial Corner:
Jan ‘20 Operating revenue
$14,125
Operating expense
$15,412
Net operating income ($1,287)
2019 YE Operating revenue
$116,322
Operating expense
$115,544
Net operating income +$778

SPOTLIGHT ON …

SHERRY RASMUSSEN

Sherry has attended IPC since late 2016 and became a
member in 2018. She grew up in Ashtabula County, but
as her family moved a lot, she attended 4 different high
schools along the way. She graduated from Ravenna
High School and was happy to attend just one college –
Kent State University. Her major was Recreation and
Leisure Services with a concentration in Outdoor
Education.
Sherry and husband Curt have lived in Garfield Heights
for 24 years and raised their three sons – Cory, Owen,
and Cole – there. She is the Boy Scout Troop 137
Committee Chair, and all three boys went through the
scouting program. She also is on the Lake Erie Council
staff as a Woodbadge Trainer. The Woodbadge is the
highest level of adult training in the scouts.
She started playing alto saxophone in 5th grade and is on
the board of the KSU Alumni Band. She also supports
the Garfield Heights music program as a band booster
member.
Sherry has just celebrated her 30th anniversary of
working for Pasco where she is manager of operations
support. With work and her other activities, it is a rare
night that she is home.
A fact that you might not know about her is that she
always wanted to be a park ranger!!
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The Lenten season begins …
Wednesday, February 26
Service in the Historic Chapel at 7pm
All are welcome!

CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Recent IPC Facebook posts
 January 20: Because our own ability to forgive is limited, we sometimes think our

sins are too awful for God to forgive. We condemn ourselves when we should seek
God. By seeking God and knowing His forgiveness, we come to know God.
“Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how many times shall I forgive my
brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” Jesus answered, ‘I
tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.’”
- Matthew 18:21-22
Thank you to all contributors to the January-February issue of IPC’s Towerbell: Rev. Bill Hudson, Laura Butler,
Janis Carr, Nancy Jermann, Wendy Lavey, Lee McGovern, Bev Rospierski, Kelly Savastano, Karen Shallcross,
and Paula Trill. All errors belong to Wendy as editor and layout specialist! Color printing donated. Updates
and articles are due to Wendy by the last day of the preceding month, although earlier is better!!

