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DECEMBER 2018 INDEPENDENCE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

ADVENT: HE IS COMING !!!

1st Sunday of Advent
We light the candle of HOPE. As Christians, we have good
reason to hope! “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Ever-lasting
Father, Prince of Peace.” ~Isaiah 9:6
nd
2 Sunday of Advent
We light the candle of PEACE. May the peace of Christ be
with you! As Paul wrote, “May God himself, the God of peace,
sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul
and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.”
~1 Thessalonians 5:23-24
rd
3 Sunday of Advent
We light the candle of JOY. In this Advent season we await
the coming of Jesus Christ, who brings true joy! “Though you
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not
see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an
inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end
result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”
~1 Peter 1: 8-9
th
4 Sunday of Advent
We light the candle of LOVE. The Bible tells us of God's love
for us. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but to save the world through
him.” ~John 3:16-17

Contributed by Kelly Savastano

Calendar





Dec 23—Church School & Worship
















Jan 1—Office closed

Dec 24—Christmas Eve service
Dec 24-25—Office closed
Dec 30—Worship (no church school)
Jan 2—Knit Wits
Jan 3—Morning Glories
Jan 6—Church School & Worship
Jan 13—Church School & Worship
Jan 13—Deacons meeting
Jan 14—Evening Circle
Jan 15—Property & Finance meeting
Jan 16—Knit Wits
Jan 20—Church School & Worship
Jan 20—Congregational meeting
Jan 20—Session meeting
Jan 27—Church School & Worship
Jan 28—Presbytery meeting

 Feb 3—Church School & Worship
 Feb 6—Knit Wits
 Feb 10—Church School & Worship

Upcoming Worship Activities

Presbyterian Women Tidbits

 The Worship Committee is looking forward to the
rest of the Advent season as Christmas
approaches. IPC's Christmas Eve service will be
celebrated at 7 p.m. on Monday, December 24th with
Rev. Luke Choi leading our worship. The service
will be illuminated by candles and celebrated with
carols, and communion. Please join us with your
families. As has been our tradition for a number of
years, donations to IPC’s Crises Fund will be
collected.

 The holidays are a special time of the year when we
should especially think of helping others. In the
tradition of the Independence Presbyterian Women, the
$41.33 in coins which were collected at the Morning
Glory and Evening Circles during the year have been
sent to the Fellowship of the Least Coin. Also, $9.00
which was collected at the PW Spring Pot Luck
Luncheon was sent to Cents-Ability, a program
originated in 1976 as “Two-Cents-A-Meal,” a project
begun by Presbyterian Women to involve individuals
and families in a corporate response to world hunger.

 Rev. Choi is also leading our worship on December
23rd as well as the first two Sundays in January. Rev.
Dean Meyers was our guest pastor on December 16th.
 On December 30th, a special service filled with music
and readings is being planned. We will not have a
guest pastor and Jake Briggs will be on vacation. We
invite young & old to participate in the service –
singing a song, playing an instrument, reading from
Scripture, reading a Christmas-themed poem, etc.
We will sing lots of carols using IPC’s Hymnal Plus
system to provide accompaniment. We invite all
children to remain in the sanctuary (there will be no
church school for them). If you are willing and able
to participate, please contact Wendy Lavey at
wmlavey@sbcglobal.net or 440-666-8545.
 Worship Committee thanks everyone who helped
with the Hanging of the Greens in the sanctuary. A
big shout out to Terry and Carol Tomasko who put up
the tree in the sanctuary. We will remain decorated
until after Sunday, Jan. 6th.

 Our magazine for Presbyterian Women, Horizons, is
available in a magazine file in the Church’s library.
The November/December issue focuses on “Global
Faces of Christianity… 2018 Churchwide Gathering:
A Celebration”. One of the articles that is timely to our
activity this month is “Fellowship of the Least Coin,”
which explains the hallmark and history of this prayer
movement and announces the programs receiving
grants funded by least coins given around the world.
For interesting reading on a snowy day, borrow a copy
of Horizons!
 At our past few IPC Presbyterian Board and General
Meetings, the devotion has come from Dew-Drops, a
daily devotional book from the mid-1800’s. On
December 25th a verse from Luke 2:14 was quoted,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men.” Merry Christmas!

JANUARY 20TH – ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Session has set January 20, 2019, as the date for IPC’s Annual Congregational meeting. The stated purpose of
the meeting is as follows:
 To elect the members of the Pastor Nominating Committee
 To elect the officers of the corporation (President, Treasurer, Clerk, Financial Secretary)
 To receive the IPC annual report, including financial and committee reports
 To seek input from the Congregation regarding a potential project to install an A/C system in the
sanctuary which, if undertaken, would be funded by the Buess Memorial Fund (information to be
provided in January)
 To address any other matter raised by the Congregation

“LIKE” AND FOLLOW IPC ON FACEBOOK. THANK YOU TO KELLY SEVASTANO WHO
VOLUNTEERED AS FB ADMINISTRATOR, AND TO LAURA BUTLER AS A CONTRIBUTOR.

MISSION IN ACTION AT IPC
IPC has had another great year active with Mission work. To read about what we have accomplished
together, please see the new tri-fold pamphlet in your pew! Thanks to everyone for your
thoughtfulness in helping others.
BETHANY PRESBYTERIAN

KNIT WITS

Several times during the year, IPC helps serve a meal at
Bethany Presbyterian Church located on W Clinton
Avenue in Cleveland. On 11/23, Paula & Terry Trill, Bev
Rospierski & Wendy Lavey helped serve about 80 people.
The next opportunity will be March 22.

The IPC Knit Wits produced over 300 sets of hats, scarfs,
and mittens, along with over 100 individual items such as
blankets, shawls, afghans, etc. They were distributed after
the In Gathering to the following charitable organizations:
Bethany Presbyterian Church
Blue Bus Ministry of Strongsville Methodist Church
Family Promise
Laura's Home / Women's Shelter
Maggie's Place @ St. Monica's Church
Providence House
Veterans Administration Hospital Cleveland
Village Preparatory School

EVENING CIRCLE
The Evening Circle will be making Valentines for the
residents of The Oaks in Brecksville and our own shut-ins
at our next meeting on Monday, January 14th. Anyone
who would like to help out with this creative and fun
project is welcome to join us in the Gathering Room at 7
p.m. A short Bible study will be held and light
refreshments will be served.

FAMILY PROMISE
IN GATHERING
Produce and turkeys, together with baking pans, were
delivered to Bethany Church to provide Thanksgiving
meals for ten families, together with items from the knitting
group. Additional money collected from the Congregation
was donated to Lend-a-Hand.

Thank you IPC for all the wonderful gifts that were donated
for Family Promise transitional families this past
month. Karen Shallcross and Pat Clark delivered the gifts
on December 11th. The value of all the presents, which
included knitted goods from the Knit Wits and Paula's Quilt
Guild, and a variety of things for both children and adults
was estimated at $ 1879.00!!

WHO’S WHO AT IPC?
For 2018-19, we are grateful for a dedicated group of Sunday School teachers who rotate Sundays, plus a stable of
subs and helpers. Thank them when you see them!!
Younger group (Grades K-2): Rebecca Myers, Pat Clark, Colleen McCarty, Katie Smith, Nancy Jermann
Older group (Grades 3-4): Joe Stern, Sue Saunders, Ryan Smith
Subs and Helpers: Jan Adams, Chris Batcheller, Katie Batcheller, Lee Carr, Karen Embrescia, Anneliese Kinkaid

Financial Corner
as of 11/30/18
YTD operating revenues
YTD operating expenses
YTD operating surplus/(deficit)

$101,418
$139,134
($37,716)

Nov. operating revenues
Nov. operating expenses
Nov. operating surplus/(deficit)

$10,856
$8,287
$2,569

Projected 2018 operating revenues
Projected 2018 operating expenses
Projected 2018 shortfall
Allocation from Manse Fund
Allocation from Buess Memorial
ADJUSTED RESULT

$113,346
$147,799
($32,050)
$12,500
$20,000
+$450

Independence Presbyterian Church
6624 Public Square
Independence, Ohio 44131
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216-524-6307
ipcusaorg@gmail.com
website: ipcusa.org

Jesus calls us to share the love
of God with others. “A new
command I give you: Love one
another. As I have loved you, so
you must love one another. By
this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you love
one another.”

TO:

~John 13: 34-35

Wrapping up the annual stewardship campaign
“Then the people rejoiced because they had offered so willingly, for they made their offering to the Lord
with a whole heart, and King David also rejoiced greatly.” — 1 Chronicles 29:9
Another year is coming to a close, and as we embark on a new year, this is a good time to express gratitude
to all of the members, friends and families at IPC for their faithful giving of time, talents and financial
support throughout the year. While it is easy to become so busy this time of year that the days slip by and
suddenly it’s 2019, we ask that each of you take a moment … consider the many things God does for you,
your family, and your church … consider the role of IPC in your lives, now and in the future.
Stewardship is not a once-a-year conversation. But December is an especially important time for IPC as we
close the books on 2018 and plan for 2019. All financial gifts received in the church office on or before
December 31 will be recorded as 2018 receipts, so there is still plenty of time to meet your 2018 pledge or to
make a last minute gift this year.
If you have not already done so, there is also time to make a pledge of support for 2019. A firmer grasp on
expected income in 2019 is even more important than usual in light of the upcoming search for a new pastor,
where we will need to evaluate what compensation IPC can offer and sustain. So if you don’t normally
make a written pledge of financial gifts, consider doing so this time! The operating budget for 2019 assumes
an increase in regular giving by 10%, so whether or not you make a pledge, please prayerfully consider the
level of financial support you are able to provide in 2019. All together, we can meet and exceed that goal!!

