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Dear Rising 2nd Grade Parents, 

 

Summer learning plays an important role in a student’s academic growth. Helping our students to become skilled and 

thoughtful learners is one of the most important goals we have at Gatewood.  Like many things, the only way to 

become a better reader, writer, and mathematician is through routine practice. The maintenance of skills is crucial 

to growth in all areas.  Listed below are the guidelines for Rising Second Graders’ summer learning activities.  The 

purpose of our Summer Learning assignments is to encourage reading for pleasure, expose students to a variety of 

good literature, provide rich, imaginative experiences, reinforce reading and writing skills, and keep math skills 

consistently accurate and sharp.        

          

Happy Reading, Journaling, and Calculating! ☺   

 

Jeff Decker, Head of School 

Julie Copelan, 1st Grade Teacher 

Jill Turner, 2nd Grade Teacher 

 

Rising 2nd Grade Students’ Summer Learning Requirements: 

 

1. Summer Journaling Project– Students are provided a list of ideas. We encourage journaling throughout the 

summer. Turn in four entries (two in June and two in July). One journal entry should tell about a book. Use the 

checklist as a guide for what is expected: 

✓ Complete sentences – every sentence needs a naming part and a telling part.  

-Use capital letters where needed 

-Use at least 5 sentences  

-Use correct punctuation and try to use a variety 

✓ Use at least two adjectives in each entry 

✓ Correct spelling of patterns we have studied 

✓ Best handwriting (this is a must) 

2. Required Summer Reading –Students are to log at least 10 books independently. In addition, students should 

enjoy reading with an adult. We have access to RAZ until June 29th. Students will be assigned four books to read in 

June. Pace in June by reading one of your assigned books each week. As practiced during distance learning, answer 

questions that follow each book. In July, read books of your choice. One journal entry should tell about a book you 

read in July. In addition, make a list of the titles read in July to turn in at Open House. A printed RAZ report will 

be provided to the second grade teacher, so those titles do not need to be recorded. Use sight word lists to 

practice. You can use the free version of Spelling City with no log in anytime! 

 

3. Summer Math Practice – It is expected that rising 2nd graders practice their math facts daily throughout the 

summer to ensure accuracy. Maintaining mathematical comprehension and fluency is important.  Students should 

complete Modules one through five of the first grade levels of Zearn. Module six can be a used as a challenge for 

students wanting more! Gators can find worksheets for traditional “drills” using www.themathworksheetsite.com. 

For an extra challenge, set a timer for drills and have students try to beat their own time. Games using cards and 

dice also provide fun practice options! Measuring in the kitchen, reading clocks, and adding coins should be 

practiced and discussed often. Real life scenarios are the most meaningful types of practice.  

 

4. Developmental Skills - Handwriting can be improved with practice cutting, tracing, and coloring in lines. Master 

tying shoes independently. Practicing responsibility by being neat, wiping tables, opening things, using a microwave, 

making a bed, and folding towels help create a citizen who functions well in a classroom setting.  

 
All work should be completed by Open House 

We can’t wait to see you all in August! 

Any new students enrolling in 

second grade at Gatewood can 

be provided log in information 

necessary for mentioned 

websites.  

http://www.themathworksheetsite.com/

