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Servant’s Corner

Great anticipation
Christmastide is a joyous season of the liturgical year throughout
Christendom. Indeed, Saint Nicholas ain’t got nothin’ on Christ!

Rev. Kenneth
Irby
Pastor

This month we begin our celebration of Advent, a period of
spiritual preparation for the celebration of the birth of Christ
(Christmas) and one that looks forward to the future reign of
Christ. By advent, we project anticipation. The word advent
means “coming” or “visit.” In the Christian season of Advent,
we prepare for the advent of Christ at Christmas.
This is not just the anticipated visit of loved ones or special
friends and guest coming home bearing gifts during the holiday
season.
John 3:16 offers significant insight here, GOD, the creator himself, so loved the world that he presented us with the gift of his
beloved son, the Savior of the World.
On the Sundays leading up to Christmas, we will rejoice in the
great gift that is ours in Jesus Christ. To help celebrate, we will
light the candles of the Advent wreath. The candles signify that
Jesus is the Light of the World and represent HOPE, PEACE,
JOY and LOVE.
The evergreens remind us that He is life and brings life to us. All
these are arranged in a circle because life in Christ has no end.
His unity is never ending.
Each Sunday we will light an additional candle. Then, on Christmas Eve, we will light all the candles, including the center one,
the Christ candle. As we do, we will rejoice that Christ has come
to us. He is Immanuel … GOD with us.
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As Christmas morning dawns, what better way to celebrate the birth of our
Savior than to spend time with the prayer line ministry. Rev. Clarence Williams,
pastor of Mount Zion AME Church, will present the moment of meditation beginning at 6 a.m. Call (605) 475-4000 and use Access Code 874821#. Imagine the
“joy hangover” you’ll experience as you sing carols, open gifts, get dinner on the
table and spend the rest of your day with family and friends. Or if you have to
head to work, you’ll be fueled up to take the joy of Jesus with you.
The Anne Heath Unit of the Women’s Missionary Society is in the midst of its
annual Poinsettia Project. Plants in memory of or to honor a loved one can be
reserved for a donation of $7.50 until Sunday, Dec. 6. They will be in place on
Dec. 13. Please see Joyce Pink or Miriam Griffin to reserve your PLANTS.
Come enjoy the spirit of our young people on Sunday, Dec. 20 at 10:30 a.m. at
the Youth Church Christmas Worship Service
The Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is Thursday, Dec. 24 at 6 p.m.
Flood the mailboxes of our elderly members and those on the sick and shut-in
list who might have limited family members nearby. Remember those who might
not have a stream of holiday visitors. Remember children whose family might
have very little. Remind the recipient that you and the church are ALWAYS
praying for them.

Mark you calendars, make a note in your phone
Wednesday, Dec 9: 6:30 p.m. Trustee Board Meeting
Saturday, Dec. 12: West Coast Conference Day of Sharing, Allen Chapel
AMEC, Daytona Beach (Helen Henry will be consecrated a Deaconess)
Friday, Dec. 18: 7 p.m. St. Petersburg District Planning Meeting at Bethel
Saturday, Dec. 19: 9:30 a.m. St. Petersburg District Planning Meeting at Bethel
Sunday, Dec. 27: 10:30 a.m. Worship Service KWANZAA Celebration
Thursday, Dec. 31: 10 p.m. Watch Night Worship Service at Bethel

Happy December birthdays
(2nd) Rev. Kenny Irby and Yvelle Russell; (4th) Keanna Dukes; (5th) Joyce
Garrett; (7th) Ella Hughes; (11th) Rev. Paul Hodges; (13th) Vito Golson;
(14th) Wendell Abernethy and Khristina Hemingway; (15th) B’leaka
Grant; (16th) Edna McKinney; (18th) Helen Henry and Regina Williams;
(26th) Leonard Roberts Sr. … Happy belated birthdays to Jerron McNair,
who celebrated on Nov. 30, and Bonnie Davis, who celebrated on Nov.
15. Their names was not listed last month.

NOTE: We are in the process of updating the membership role, which is the source of this
list. If your birthday hasn’t been listed in the Beacon during your birth month,
please, EMAIL Beacon editor Joyce Pink at joyeCP1@aol.com (she tends to
lose papers slipped to her during service).
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NEWS YOU CAN USE

And this, is the Spirit of Christmas

Advent

Kwanzaa

A celebration of heritage
By Rev. Kenny Irby
(reprinted from the Beacon,
December 2014 and edited for space)

Scripture
readings
First Week
Nov. 29-Dec. 5
Sunday Luke 21:25-38
Monday Psalm 24
Tuesday Philippians 1:1-30
Wednesday Philippians 2:1-30
Thursday Philippians 3:1-21
Friday Philippians 4:1-23
Saturday Isaiah 40:1-31

K

wanzaa is a unique African-American
cultural celebration with its focus on the
traditional African values of family, community
responsibility, commerce, self-improvement
and faith. Kwanzaa is neither political nor religious and despite some misconceptions, is not
a substitute for Christmas. It is simply a time of
reaffirming African-American people, their ancestors and culture for the entire year. Kwanzaa
spelled with two a’s, means “first fruits of the

harvest” in the African language Kiswahili. The
celebration of 7’s as some call it, has gained
tremendous acceptance across the United
States. Since its founding in 1966 by Dr. Maulana Karenga, Kwanzaa has come to be observed by more than 40 million people worldwide, as reported. When establishing Kwanzaa,
Dr. Karenga included an additional "a" to the
continued on page 6

Thanksgiving

Second Week
Dec 6-12
Sunday Isaiah 41:1-29
Monday Isaiah 42:1-25
Tuesday Isaiah 43:1-28
Wednesday Isaiah 44:1-28
Thursday Isaiah 45:1-25
Friday Isaiah 48:1-22
Saturday Isaiah 49:1-26
Third Week
Dec. 13-19
Sunday Jeremiah 23:1-8
Monday Jeremiah 31:1-22
Tuesday Jeremiah 31:23-40
Wednesday Jeremiah 33:1-26
Thursday Malachi 1:1-14
Friday Malachi 2:1-17
Saturday Malachi 3:1-18
Fourth Week
Dec. 20- 24
Sunday Malachi 4:1-6
Monday Luke 1:1-25
Tuesday Luke 1:26-56
Wednesday Luke 1:57-80
Thursday Luke 2:1-20

YPD doing as God instructs
On Monday, Nov. 23, a few and faithful YPD members gathered to give 13 Thanksgiving meals and
wide smiles to those in need. Under the leadership of
director Renee Brown, bags were filled with items
including, but not limited to, green beans, sweet potatoes, cornbread mix, rice, gravy mix and a turkey. In
back from left are Jenifer Burklin-Walker, Rolynn Wilson and Kyson Brown. In front are Mazaria Flowers,
Kamille Simpson, Sarai McNair and Jerron McNair.
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INGREDIENTS OF TRUE WORSHIP
Humility
Humility means to submit yourself
to the will of another. So when you
worship, you are coming under submission of the Holy Spirit and allowing Him to act, walk and speak
in and through you. Romans 12 says
it best by saying that you should
present, or submit, your body to
God as a living sacrifice. Many of
our churches today will not come
under submission of the Holy Spirit.
They have a schedule to keep, this
song has to be sung, these announcements have to be made, the
pastor has to get done by noon. But
when we let the Holy Spirit take
control, we will stop having church
and start being the church. When the
Holy Spirit is actually involved in
our services, sickness will be healed,
marriages will be restored, joy will
reign in our midst once again and
the lost will come to Jesus.

Faith
Heb. 11:6 (NIV) And without faith it is
impossible to please God, because anyone
who comes to him must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
In the above passage, the term
“earnestly seek him” can also be
translated as worship. So we can flip
this passage around and say, “Those
who worship Him must believe
(have faith) that He exists and He
will reward them.”

Obedience
Obedience is the key that finalizes
our worship. We cannot come to
God unless we have first humbled
ourselves. Then as we enter His
presence, He will begin to speak to
us, and we must make the decision
to believe Him or not. Obedience is
simply our faith in action.
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UNCTIONS

of the church
WORSHIP Until we understand what worship is, the cure for the “worship
weariness” that sometimes invades our souls will elude us.
The Hebrew word for worship is
“Shachah” — “to depress, i.e. prostrate (in
homage to royalty or God): bow (self)
down, crouch, fall down (flat), humbly
beseech, do (make) obeisance, do reverence, make to stoop, worship.”

Do you see the emphasis the definition? It is not on the worshiper
but on the one who is worshiped.
Worship is an exercise of the human spirit that is directed to God.

are thinking more about me, myself and I
than we are about God, we have gotten the
cart before the horse, and things will never
be what they ought to be.
The emphasis in true worship is on giving
the best we have, not the leftovers. All
throughout the Old Testament, God demanded the very best from His people: the
firstlings of the flock, the firstborn of man
and animal, the first fruit of the harvest.

It is only when we come to realize that
worship is a selfless act of giving, and
The emphasis in true worship is on giving, when we give selflessly to our God that
worship will be the meaningful experience
not receiving. Those who complain that
the singing is uninspiring; the sermons are for us that we and God want it to be. This
dry, dull and dusty; and the service is bor- is one of the great paradoxes of the spiritual life. Just as we must lose our life to
ing, etc. often do so because they have
find it (Matthew 10:39), and hate our life to
missed the fundamental essence of what
keep it (John 12:25), and humble ourselves
worship is all about in the first place. In
this microwave mentality of our society has to be exalted (Matthew 23:12), so we must
give of ourselves completely and totally to
crept into the souls of Christians to such
an extent that we want a “fast-food faith.” the worship of God to receive abundant
This isn’t defending sloppy singing, sorry spiritual blessings in return.
sermons or shabby services, but when it
Source: bible.ca/ef/topical-what-the-bible-says-aboutcomes to this thing called worship, if we
worship.htm

FELLOWSHIP We are a community of people with a common goal, and we
meet to support and strengthen each other as we work toward that goal.
True fellowship happens when we spend time together encouraging each other from the
Bible. It’s not about a warm fuzzy feeling. It’s about praying together, bearing one another’s burdens, encouraging one another to do good works and keeping each other focused on what truly counts. When trouble comes and you need someone you can trust with
the core issues of your heart, there’s no one like another believer who can pray with you
and help you carry the cross. Granted, sometimes authentic fellowship isn’t all that pleasant. Have you ever had a brother or sister lovingly point out a fault in your life? That hurts!
You may want to say, “No thanks, I don’t want to be a part of that.” But hang in there!
That’s what fellowship is all about — facing ourselves as we really are and finding someone
to encourage to get back on the journey of becoming more like Jesus.
But whether comforting or convicting, engaging in mutually beneficial fellowship is the
heartbeat of true Christianity.
Source: getmorestrength.org

Koinonia (coy
NO nyah) is a
Greek word that
occurs 20 times
in the Bible.
Koinonia’s primary meaning is
“fellowship,
sharing in common, communion.”
The first occurrence of koinonia is
Acts 2:42, “They devoted themselves
to the apostles’ teaching and to the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and to prayer.” Christian fellowship is
a key aspect of the Christian life. Believers in Christ are to come together
in love, faith, and encouragement.
That is the essence of koinonia.

Let us not give up meeting
together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another, and all the
more as you see the day approaching. Hebrews 10: 25
Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the
Lord our Maker. Psalm 95:6
Each one should use whatever
gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering
God’s grace in its various forms.
1 Peter 4:10

SERVICE These are acts that are done within and outside the church body to minister to specific needs.
God calls you to a service far beyond any- us to do” (Ephesians 2:10). These “good
thing you could ever imagine. You were
deeds” are your service to the world.
put on Earth to make a contribution.
Whenever you serve others in any way,
you are actually serving God and fulfilling
You weren’t created just to consume re- one of your purposes (Colossians 3:23-24;
sources — to eat, breath and take up
Matthew 25:34-45; Ephesians 6:7).
space. You were created to add to life on
Earth, not just take from it. God wants
When most people think of this “special
you to give something back.
work,” they think of pastors, priests and
professional clergy, but God says every
The Bible says, “In our union with Christ member of his family is to minister. In
Jesus he has created us for a life of good the Bible, the words “servant” and
deeds, which he has already prepared for “minister” are synonyms, as are service

and ministry.
Have you ever wondered why God doesn’t just immediately take us to Heaven the
moment we accept his grace? Why does
he leave us in a fallen world? He leaves us
here to fulfill his purposes. Once you are
saved, God intends to use you for his
goals. God has a ministry for you in his
Church and a mission for you in the
world.
Source: rickwarren.org
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Kwanzaa
ON THE AGENDA
CHURCH SCHOOL
Sunday, 9 a.m.
MORNING WORSHIP
Sunday, 10:30 a.m.
BOARD OF STEWARDS
Wednesday before the first
Sunday, 6:30 p.m.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Wednesday before the first
Sunday, 6:30 p.m.
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY
7 p.m.
MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday at Noon
LOVE FEAST
Tuesday before the first
Sunday, 7 p.m.
OFFICIAL BOARD
Monday after the first Sunday,
6:30 p.m.
The Gathering
Every first Thursday,
11:45 a.m. until 1:15 p.m.
Lay Organization
Wednesday after Third Sunday,
6:30 p.m.
Sons of Allen
Third Saturday, 9 a.m.
Doorkeepers
Third Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.
Young People’s Division
Second Thursday, 6 p.m.
Liturgical Dance Ministry
Monday, 6:45 until 8 p.m.
New Members Class
Sunday, 9 a.m.
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A celebration of heritage
from page 3
end of the spelling to reflect the difference
between the African-American celebration
(Kwanzaa) and the Motherland spelling
(kwanza).

Umoja (oo-MO-jah ) Unity stresses
the importance of togetherness for the
family and the community, which is
reflected in the African saying, “I am We,”
or “I am because We are.” This follows
Kwanzaa, when you get right down to it,
with the highest name of God, Yahweh the
can be integrated into any religion of hope, great “I AM.” Psalm 133:1 and John 17:23
peace, joy and love as all of Christendom
espouses during the Advent Season. In our
Kujichagulia (koo-jee-chah-GOO-leeAfrican Methodist Episcopal tradition, we
ah ) Self-determination requires that we
study Advent and Christmastide as the key
define our common interests and make
foundation of God’s (Yahweh’s) loving
decisions that are in the best interest of our
kindness and mercy for his chosen people. family and community. Deuteronomy
We must now prepare ourselves for the
14:2, Romans 12:2 and 1 Peter 2:9
new year and Kwanzaa connects nicely with
our biblical tradition as well. Habari gani?
Ujima (oo-GEE-mah ) Collective
(What’s the news?) Our mission in this
work and responsibility reminds us of
church is clear. We are called to heed the
our obligation to the past, present and
following:
future, and that we have a role to play in
the community and world. 1 Chronicles
The Mission of the African Methodist
9:27 and Luke 22:8
Episcopal Church is to minister to the spiritual, intellectual, physical, emotional and
Ujamaa (oo-jah-MAH) Cooperative
environmental needs of all people by
economics emphasizes our collective
spreading Christ’s liberating gospel through
economic strength and encourages us
word and deed. At every level of the Con- to meet common needs through mutual
nection and in every local church, the Afri- support. Acts 2:44 and Acts 4:32-34
can Methodist Episcopal Church shall engage in carrying out the spirit of the original
Nia (NEE-yah) Purpose encourages us
Free African Society, out of which the
to look within ourselves and to set perA.M.E. Church evolved: that is, to seek out
sonal goals that are beneficial to the
and save the lost, and serve the needy
community of God. Proverbs 16:4, Luke
through a continuing program of
4:43 and Acts 4:28
1. Preaching the gospel
2. Feeding the hungry
3. Clothing the naked
4. Housing the homeless
5. Cheering the fallen
6. Providing jobs for the jobless
7. Administering to the needs of those in
prisons, hospitals, nursing homes, asylums
and senior citizens' homes; caring for the sick,
the shut-in, the mentally and socially disturbed; and encouraging thrift and economic
development.

Kuumba (koo-OOM-bah ) Creativity
makes use of our creative energies to
build and maintain a strong and vibrant
community. 2 Samuel 6:14, Psalm 100:1

and Psalms 150:3

Imani (ee-MAH-nee) Faith focuses on
honoring the best of our traditions,
draws upon the best in ourselves, and
helps us strive for a higher level of life for
humankind by affirming our self-worth and
confidence in our ability to succeed and
triumph in righteous struggle. Psalm 146:6,

Kwanzaa is based on the Nguzo Saba
(seven guiding principles), one for each day Matthew 9:29, Hebrews 11:1 & 11:6
of the observance, and is celebrated over
seven days from Dec. 26th until Jan. 1st.

JUST FOR FUN
RHYME TIME is a presentation of rhyming word riddles. The
answer to the riddle is a pair of words that rhyme with each
other. For example: Large feline would be fat cat.
1.
2.
3.

Paperback thief
Lengthy tune
Closet to keep a sweeping
tool
4. Light red beverage
5. Small buzzing insect that
is not wet
6. Large group of people that
is noisy
7. Stinging insect that doesn't
cost money
8. Rabbit that tells jokes
9. Fast elevator
10. A place where the national
leader lives

A REBUS is a picture representation of a name, word or
phrase. Each box below portrays a common word or phrase.
Can you guess what it is?

1.

2.

3

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

11. A disturbance during a
church service
12. History of spectacles
13. Two drums conversing
with each other at a jazz
concert
14. A pizza delivery man who
needs a shave
15. Stripping paint with snakes
16. Attacking someone with
false praise
17. A fuzzy UPS man
18. Race of sea-faring craft
19. Ships crewed by apes

All answers appear on the back page

Little Old La dy a nd the Atheis t
There was a little old lady
who would come out every
morning on the steps of
her front porch, raise her
arms to the sky and shout,
“Praise the Lord!”
Well, one day an atheist
moved into the house next
door. Over time, he became irritated at the little
old lady. So every morning he would step out onto his front
porch and yell after her, “There is no God!”
Time passes with the two of them carrying on this way every
day. Then one morning in the middle of winter, the little old
lady stepped onto her front porch and shouted, “Praise the
Lord! Lord, I have no food and I am hungry. Please provide
for me, oh Lord!”
The next morning she stepped onto her porch and there were
two huge bags of groceries sitting there. “Praise the Lord!” she
cried out. “He has provided groceries for me!”
The atheist jumped out of the hedges and shouted, “There is
no Lord. I bought those groceries!” The little old lady threw
her arms into the air and shouted, “Praise the Lord! He has
provided me with groceries and He made the devil pay for
them!”
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BETHEL A.M.E. CHURCH
912 Third Ave. N
St. Petersburg, Fl 33705
(727) 822-2089

Photo tease to prayer line anniversary in Feb 20

Mailing address
P.O. Box 16423 St. Petersburg, FL
33733-6423
Prayer Line (6-6:20 a.m.)
(605) 475-4000
Access Code: 874821#
The Right Rev.
Adam J. Richardson Jr.
Bishop, 11th Episcopal District
Mrs. Connie S. Richardson
WMS Episcopal Supervisor
Rev. Joyce J. Moore,
Presiding Elder
Rev. Kenneth F. Irby, Pastor
Ministerial Staff
Rev. Gwendolyn Williams
Itinerant Elder
Rev. Paul Hodges
Local Deacon
Sis. Kennetra K. Irby
Licentiate
Bro. Andrew Pink
Exhorter
Retired
Rev. Virbet White
Rev. Patricia Nelson
Rev. Marvin Lowery

Media
The Beacon newsletter: Joyce Pink, editor
JoyeCP1@aol.com
Facebook: Bethel AME St. Petersburg
Website: HistoricBethelStpete.org
Bethel was built in 1894. Made initially
of wood, it was altered several times
and moved across the street so that the
larger masonry church, known as the
“Stone Church,” could be built in 1905.
In 1922, construction began on the
present brick building, which is based
on Mother Bethel in Philadelphia. It
was literally built right over the existing masonry church. Records show
that only one Sunday service had to be
suspended because of construction.
Bethel was designated a local historic
landmark in 1988.

Were you here in February ...
when the Rev. Ellis Hodge of Word of Life Fellowship brought his praise team
to the Prayer Line Ministry’s Second Anniversary celebration? There was
worship, praise, song, dance and a free fellowship brunch. If you came to the
last celebration, then you know what’s in store. If you missed it, here’s your
chance to get in on the fun of being surrounded by kindred spirits. Be on the
lookout for more detailed announcements about the Saturday, Feb. 20 event.
You’ll be glad you did.

Answers for Page 7 puzzles
Rebus

Rhyme time

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

A bundle of nerves
Small potatoes
Pinching pennies
Back on one's feet
The birds and the bees
A finger in the pie
One in a million
Gray matter
Too funny for words
Not worth a red cent
Two left feet
Black sheep in the family
Big fish in a little pond
Tennis shoes
Long time no see
All in a days work

Nook crook
Long song
Broom room
Pink drink
Dry fly
Loud crowd
Free bee
Funny bunny
Swift lift
President’s residence
Devotion commotion

12. Monocle chronicle
13. Percussion discussion
14. Hairier carrier
15. Serpentine turpentine
16. Flattery battery
17. Furrier courier
18. Armada regatta
19. Gorilla flotilla

