
PROJECT NAME: Project ‘True’ North

Start with Meaning Curriculum
Expectations

The Work Community-Connected
Partnerships

Product Publishing
(Sharing)

Feedback & Evaluation Exit Outcomes & Strat
Plan

Teacher/Student Agency:

What meaningful idea
will engage students?

What overall
expectations can
students use to
accomplish this work?

What will students do?

How can you create space in
the work to allow students to
have input into the ‘how’?

How can you engage
community partners as a
resource, to create
meaning, and to engage
real-real feedback?

What real-world
products can
students be involved
in making,
contributing?

Design/Plan/Build

How and with whom will
the work be shared?

Design/Plan/Build/Publish

How can you intentionally
facilitate student
connections to the Exit
Outcomes to make
real-world connections to
student learning?

“Because it’s the only
data set we have about
where we are and
where we should go. It
is the story of great
nobility and our worst
derelictions. And so if we
don’t draw lessons
from the moments of
great nobility and
warnings from the
terrible derelictions,
then we confront the
present and the future
without sufficient
arms.”
~Jon Meacham

The power of storytelling:
for the storyteller and the
story.

1619 Project
Quote Nikole
Hannah-Jones

These service files have
not been opened for 100
years; you now know as
much about this man as
anyone. His story is
yours to tell.

The Big Six: Historical
Thinking Concepts

● Historical
Significance

● Evidence
● Continuity and

Change
● Cause and

Consequence
● Historical

Perspectives
● The Ethical

Dimension

CGW4C/4U - World
Issues
CHA3U - American
History
CHC2D - Canadian
History
CHI4U - Canada:
History, Identity, and
Culture
CHM4E - Adventures
in World History
CHV2O - Civics
CLU3E/3M/4C/CLN4U
- Law
CPC3O/CPW4U -
Politics
ENG (All)
HSE3E/4M - Equity,
Diversity, and Social

Primary Research Process;
working with:

● No. 2 Construction
Battalion Service Files
- Interrogating
primary evidence to
tell the story of a
soldier

● Students input data to
bring their soldier
alive in the Data Entry
Portal

● Interrogating Census
records from 1911,
1916,  1921, 1926

● Connecting individual
service files to the
Canadian
Expeditionary Force
war diaries, and the
personal diary of
Reverend White of
the No. 2
Construction
Battalion

● Cross referencing
courts-martial trials

● Creating a
geographical
timeline (interfaced
with Google Maps) of
individual soldier
movements (in many

Library and Archives
Canada

● In addition to being
the source of the
primary resources
students will be
investigating, LAC
will support
student inquiry and
extensions by
digitizing
uncatalogued
photographs, and
digitizing
collections from
the time including
newspapers,
posters, etc.

Gregg Centre, University
of New Brunswick - “Ask
an Historian”

● Throughout the
data entry process
students are
prompted with
inquiry questions,
and access to 3
historians
specializing in the
First World War to
ask questions of.

Making/Contributing:

Soldier profiles
(podcasts, short
films, websites, blog
posts, interviews)

Student Showcase
Opportunities for
students to
showcase their
research and profiles
with audiences
beyond and within
the OCDSB at
Library and Archives
Canada, The
Canadian War
Museum, The
University of Guelph.

Project Database
Student profiles will
be maintained to
document Project
‘True’ North.

Trans-Disciplinary
Extensions

Descendants of soldiers
will, where possible, be
provided service files and
student profiles.

Building on the Lest We
Forget Project, profiles
and research will be
featured on the Library
and Archives Canada
website.

The Canadian War
Museum will host a
temporary exhibit of
student profiles.

OCDSB student research
will be featured and
collaborated on in
postsecondary contexts
including The Gregg
Centre (UNB), and The
University of Guelph.

Veterans Affairs
Canada will feature
student profiles as part of
larger projects amplifying
Project ‘True’ North
through multiple
iterations.

Students will lead Project
‘True’ North and express
their findings in ways
that make sense to
them, and honour the
individual soldier’s story
they are charged with
telling.

Conversation &
Observation

Emphasizing process
over product, inquiry
over content, expression
over scholarship; apply
the essential curriculum
learnings in a study of
Black people’s
experience in Canada
and the United States
from pre-First World War,
The First World War,
continental migration to
present.

As Citizen Historians
with:
Descendants, Peers,
Academics, Community

Products:
● Research

Strategic Plan

Culture of:

Innovation
Primary evidence research
is an underutilized historical
learning opportunity; Project
‘True’ North will emphasize
citizen historians as the
means to learning Canada’s
history.

Caring

Tasked with honouring the
story, and the individual who
lived it, places student
agency and decision making
at the centre of historical
learning. It’s “the only data
set we have about where
we are and where we
should go.”

Citizenship
Eddie S. Glaude, Jr., the
chair of the Department of
African American Studies at
Princeton University
(Deadline, MSNBC) -
“Confronting the danger of
our innocence” is an act of
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y6f_G56gMrwMAt1iKmSJKOwhhSeWFlLW/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/QKiB0APdxTo


PROJECT NAME: Project ‘True’ North

Justice
HHS4C/4U - Families
in Canada
MDM4U - Data
Management
SNC - (All) Medical
Science (WW1)
TGJ - Communications
Technology (All)

cases from around the
world, through US
history, enlisting in
Canada, deployment
in France, and
returning to Canada)

● Using soldier files to
incite further reading
in newspapers of the
time

● Cross-referencing
soldier data given at
the time with
resources such as
Canada 411.ca to
contact direct direct
descendants

● Creating a soldier
profile

● Students will learn
how to cite various
forms of primary
source documentation
throughout the
research/profile
process

Adrian Harewood (CBC)
● A filmed overview

of the entire
process with
Adrian Harewood
serving as the
researcher to invite
students into the
project.

University of Guelph:
Lawrence Hill

● Student profiles
will be reviewed
and receive
feedback from
students at the
University of
Guelph.

Anthony Sherwood
● In addition to

providing OCDSB
students with
exclusive use of
his Great Uncle’s,
the Reverend
White, personal
diary, Mr.
Sherwood has
filmed an
introductory video
to invite students
to engage in this
critical work.

Veterans Affairs Canada

The Canadian War
Museum

Ottawa Public Library
In collaboration with LAC,
The Canadian War
Museum, and the new
Central Branch of OPL,
student profiles will make
up a key resource to be
shared with the City of
Ottawa.

Canada’s History
Magazine
Project ‘True’ North will
be featured in multiple
articles written for
Canada’s leading
publication on history of
Canada.

National Reach
While Project ‘True’ North
will begin as a student
initiative in the OCDSB,
there are multiple entry
points for the project to
have Canadian agency.

● Data Entry
● Profile
● Interviews
● Showcase
● Peer articles for

Canada’s History
Magazine

Transdisciplinary:
The work begins in a
historical context with
CHC2D, but the
opportunities to extend
the learning towards
greater intensity, sharper
focus, longer duration,
and greater
sophistication are
innumerable. The goal of
Project ‘True’ North is to
create an initiative that a
student could develop
over all their years in
high school and beyond.

citizenship; learning that
“this is us”, this is the
"manifestation of the
ugliness that's inside us" is
how we “confront the
present and the future”.

Exit Outcomes

Characteristics

Goal-oriented
● Authentic learning for

an audience other
than one’s self, other
than for a
grade/credit; instead
for one’s community
in an act of
understanding and
correcting the
narrative of history.

Innovative/Creative
● Emphasizing the act

of history, and the
civic action of the
historian.

Collaborative
● Uncovering history

with community, for
community., and a
history

Globally Aware
● Reckoning with

Canada’s past to
achieve a more
equitable future.

Skills

Ethical Decision- Makers
● Considering how to

honour the story of
an individual within
the context of a
period of history for a
contemporary
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audience.
Digitally Fluent

● Learning to
problem-solve with
technology diverse
challenges from
deciphering illegible
cursive writing and
abbreviations, to
expressing the story
of time before digital
content with digital
tools.

Academically Diverse
● Exposing the

intersections of world
history in the
complex web of
disciplines that
reveal and obfuscate
Canadian history.

Effective Communicators
● Finding the tools and

means of telling a
story that honours
the subject of their
research, and the
research process
itself.

Critical Thinkers
● Reckoning with “The

Big Six: HIstorical
Thinking Concepts”
in the sharing of
authentic, unique
research for which
they are the single
expert.

Indigenous, Equity and
Human Rights Roadmap:
Eliminating Barriers to
Success 2020-2023

● Develop and
Implement Black
Studies courses
across the district
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