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Hello Church! 

 

It seems like we are s-l-o-w-l-y getting our lives back even with COVID 

lurking around. Many of us are vaccinated and continue to take precautions 

like masking and distancing even as we return to work and school and church. 

The thing is, NOTHING is going to return to the way it was before COVID. 

We’ve changed. There is nothing like a crisis to change priorities, behaviors, 

beliefs! 
 

In October we held a congregational event that focused on “Finding Our 

Why”. As we move forward in a time of change and uncertainty, it’s important to identify our purpose. 

That way we can stay focused on our mission even as we make changes and roll with the punches. About 

25 of us gathered during worship and had small group conversations about Zion’s history, biblical 

guidance and our why statements. Each group came up with their own WHY statement for Zion. Here 

they are: 

 

 To worship so that joy is experienced and to be involved in community outreach. 

 

 To live humbly the Gospel’s message of love and kindness so that all people in the world can know 

God’s peace. 

 

 To provide a safe harbor in a storm so that we can survive the craziness currently prevalent in this 

world. 

 

 To nourish and sustain our faith so that we can help others to God. We teach by example. 

 

 

They are all great WHY statements and I’m proud of the work that the participants did in talking through 

their memories of Zion and dreams for the future. As we continue this time of transition, I invite each of 

you to reflect on Zion’s purpose. What makes you most excited to be a part of Zion? What community 

needs do you think God wants Zion to address? Certainly we all can come up with things we should do. 

But we need to ask ourselves, “What CAN we do?” What are we equipped and uniquely called to do? This 

way, as we make changes and move forward, we know exactly WHY we are doing it. 

 

There is one other thing that I want to urge upon you in this time of crisis, change, and transition. It is to 

be truthful. Sometimes when change and crisis comes we can lie to ourselves and each other, preferring to 

live in the past or imagine some unattainable future or just not talk about it. But this just delays the hope 

and healing and new life that is possible.  

 

We will be called to make some decisions as transition time eventually comes to a close. Central to those 

decisions is knowing our purpose and being honest with each other. Honest about our fears, our dreams, 

our exhaustion, our finances, our gifts, our struggles, our doubts and our beliefs. I look forward to 

continuing this transition journey with you and I am sure the Holy Spirit is guiding us along the way! 

 

Pastor Sara 
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If you have a student starting college this year, please share 

their address with Pastor Sara. She would like to send them a 

small care package. 



Prayer List 

For Health: 

Jacqueline  

      Gezzleman  

Nicholas Brierley  

Lucy Couch  

Maryanne 

Clara Williams 

Joyce Ghent 

Giuseppe Fornaciari 

David Head 

Curtis Rooth 

Bill Bloomquist 

Nancy Johnson 

Alice Stemmler 

Scott Robinson 

Robert Gore 

Clara Harkins  

Cathy L’Hote 

John R. Anderson 

Wilhelm Kutz 

Heidi Gross 

Doug Connelly 

Pete Baron-Krieger  

Bud 

Calvin Jones 

Eric Haskins 

Roberta Edwards 

Larissa Denyanovich     

Marie LaTourette 

Lisa Murzin 

Timothy Snelgrove 

Lisa 

Marion Bloomquist 

Lily Vartanian  

For Safety: 

Erik Swanson 

Andrew Chiasson 

Todd Swanson 

Malynda Andrews  

Michael Chiasson 

David Pearson 

Tyler Ghent 

Erik Brown 

Justin Earl Brown 
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Grace guild 

The Grace guild will be meeting on Monday, October 18th at 1:00 pm in 

the fellowship hall. Dessert and beverages will be served. We have a lot of 

activities planned so hope to see you there. 

Successful Tag Sale 

Zion participated in the Portland Town Wide Tag Sale event on August 28th.  A Zion 

tag sale record of $1414.00 was received.  The Church Council, at their September 

meeting, supported a recommendation from the tag sale committee to direct $707 to 

the Sunny Hill Preschool playscape improvement project and $707 to Zion’s Capital 

Improvement Fund.   

Of course the tag sale would not have been successful without the tremendous help 

that was received from the congregation (and two years worth of donations that had accumulated in 

Maykayla’s Room).  THANK YOU to the many people who picked up, set up, organized, priced and then 

sold hundreds of items on the day of the sale.  And also to the many people who disposed or donated what 

remained so that the Fellowship Hall could be set up for the Romance of the Rose tea event that occurred two 

weeks later.   

Sunny Hill Preschool was able to use this donation to purchase about 600 square feet of repurposed artificial 

football field turf to use under the pavilion at the playscape.  Zion and Sunny Hill are very grateful to Bill 

Richards for picking up the turf (that weighed 1300 lbs) in New Britain and installing it.  The turf was in 

place for preschool on Friday, October 1st.  Since COVID and with cooperation from the weather, Sunny Hill 

has been trying to use the playscape as much as possible as an outdoor classroom.  They are delighted to have 

the turf in place of the stone dust under the pavilion.   

Worship Assistants and Lectors are needed each Sunday to assist 

with the service. Please sign up on the bulletin board by the front 

doors. 



Treasurer Needed 

Sunny Hill Preschool (SHP) is in need of a Treasurer.  The Treasurer 

participates as a member of the SHP Advisory Board and manages the 

income and expenses of the preschool.  You also get to assist SHP and Zion 

while working with a great group of people.  If you are interested please 

contact any member of the Church Council. 

Sunday School Rally Day was October 3rd right after the church 

service. Please see Sylvia LeShane if you have questions or missed 

registration. 

Zion is a Beneficiary of the Herbert and Carline Krause Living Trust 
 

In July 2021,  Zion received a generous gift of $110,689.22 from the Herbert and Carline Krause Living 

Trust.   Carline was a former member of Zion.  She passed away in Florida in April 2020.  There were no 

stipulations made as to how this gift was to be used.  

 

The Zion Finance/Property Committee considered how best to use this unexpected gift and presented a 

recommendation to the Zion Council at their August meeting.  As it is common for churches to share 10% of 

sizable gifts that were given with no designated purpose with the other charitable organizations, the 

recommendation was to donate $11,000 from this gift to yet to be determined charitable organizations and/or 

other local needs and use the remainder to establish a Zion Capital Improvement Fund.  The Capital 

Improvement Fund will consist of a Liberty Bank Savings account (for near term projects) and a Thrivent Mutual 

Fund (for longer term projects).  The Thrivent Mutual Fund was originally set up in 2016 when Zion received a 

gift from Lucille Anderson and her family that was designated to be used for needs the church had that could not 

be covered by an annual budget.  Another part of the Capital Improvement Fund Plan that was approved by the 

Zion Council in August was to move a gift of $25,000 that was received in 2020 from the family of Leora Wilson 

into the Capital Improvement Fund.   This money was moved from the Memorial Fund into the Thrivent Mutual 

Fund at the end of September.   

 

As a result of these actions and after 10% is donated, the Zion Capital Improvement Fund will consist of a 

Liberty Bank savings account with a balance of about $100,000 and a Thrivent Mutual Fund with a balance of 

about $79,000.  Zion has numerous significant capital improvement needs.  A project to repair flat roof leaks was 

approved by the congregation earlier this year and has recently started.  A project to investigate the source of and 

repair leaks around the steeple was also approved earlier this year and is nearing a start.  Also on the near term 

project list are driveway repaving, kitchen stove replacement (that also will involve cabinet and counter 

modifications), a new carpet in the lounge, kitchen hallway ceiling replacement, and a fire protection system 

upgrade in the Education Wing.   

 

The unexpected and generous gift from the Krause Living Trust gives us a great opportunity to improve the 

condition of our facility and to also share some of our good fortune with others.  Possible recipients for sharing 

$11,000 of the Krause Living Trust gift include Lutheran Disaster Response (for victims of Hurricane Ida) and 

the New England Synod.  But the Council would also like to be able to identify a more local need for some of 

this money.  If you have a suggestion regarding an appropriate local recipient for some of this money please 

make anyone on the Zion Council aware of your idea.  We would like to complete the distribution of the $11,000 

to be donated by the end of this year.   
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Romance of the Rose Tea Event Thank You 
Thanks to all of you who helped to make the “Romance of the Rose Tea” event 
held on Sunday, September 12, 2021 so successful.  We had an excellent turn-
out, with about 85 people in attendance. After expenses, we made a profit of 
$3,679! 
Countless hours went into the planning and preparing of this fundraiser. I’d like to 
extend my sincere gratitude to the committee members who volunteered so much 

of their time and energy and to everyone who donated jewelry and craft items. Thank you for 
helping to make this a profitable fundraiser as well as a memorable community event. 
Much appreciation should also be given to the following sponsors for their generous sup-
port:  Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Stop & Shop of East Hampton, Melilli’s Bakery, Gotta’s 
Farm, and Barnes House of Flowers. 
Proceeds raised from the event will help maintain our facility and allow Zion to offer outreach pro-
grams to others. A portion of the funds will be donated to the recent Hurricane Ida victims and 
used for the purchase of a 100-cup coffee maker for the Waverly Senior Center. 
Again thanks, 
Sue Anderson-Woronoff, 
Committee Chair of the Romance of the Rose Tea Fundraiser 



Thank you notes: 
 
Dear Sue and Zion Congregation, 
Thank you all ever so much for the donation of the lovely Coffee pot which will come in so handy! 
You’re the Best! 
 

Carol and Lynn - Portland Seniors 
 
 
Sue Anderson Woronoff - Zion Lutheran Church, 
We can’t thank you enough for the donation of the super-duper coffee urn. We will use it quite often! 
The seniors et al will appreciate coffee in abundance because of your generosity. 
 

Waverly Senior Center 
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From the proceeds of the Rose Tea, a coffee maker was 

donated to the Senior Center on September 22nd. Pictured 

below are Lynn Tracey, the newly appointed Administrator of 

the Center, and Carol Revicki, Administrative Assistant. They 

were very appreciative of Zion's gift!  

Bible Study, "What Does it Mean to Be CHOSEN?" 

This Sunday, October 10, Zion's Adult Bible study group will embark on a new 

'An Interactive Bible Study' based on Season 1 of the TV series, The 

CHOSEN.  After an oral introduction about, and overview of, the show, we will 

commence to look at the Study Guide's, 
 

1. Preface 

2. Meet the Mains, and the 

3. Guide's Introduction 
 

That will set the foundation and give all a chance to be engaged prior to watching and studying the 1st, Season 

1, Episode 1, of the series. 
 

The Show is available completely for 'FREE' on The CHOSEN App for Smartphones, either Android and/or 

iPhone, or it can be accessed on one's computer using this link: http://www.TheCHOSEN.TV . As previous stated, it 

is completely FREE, No registering, No giving one's email address or signing in, and without any fee of any 

kind. More on this will be explained on Sunday ... to review how all that is done. Some study guide books are 

available and more have been ordered, and there are 2 DVD sets available for anyone who has difficulty 

accessing the show on their cellphone, Smart TV or computer. 
 

This should prove to be a very exciting, interactive study for spurring compelling discussion and spiritual 

growth. Looking forward to seeing all who can start with us, Sunday October 10 approximately 10:30. Check 

Zion's Facebook page for several very important, but short, background videos on The CHOSEN. I think all 

will find them intriguing and informative. Here's one:  Dallas Jenkins gives us a sneak peek at The Chosen Season Three . 

AJH 

http://www.thechosen.tv./
https://www.eternitynews.com.au/culture/dallas-jenkins-gives-us-a-sneak-peek-at-the-chosen-season-three/?fbclid=IwAR2My87c-ZqNscAaoLGhQgq2cZ-Ix27yZ_GQXGZHSKbsdQiQWjnZHuJ2E6Y


Remember to Shop with Amazon Smile 
 

What is AmazonSmile? 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to 

support your favorite charitable organization every time 

you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at 

smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, 

vast selection and convenient shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will 

donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization.  
 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations? 

Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products 

marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save 

purchases and subscription renewals are not currently eligible.  
 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? 

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding 

or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.  
 

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile? 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select a charitable organization to 

receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. AmazonSmile remembers your 

selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.  

Remember: you have to be in the  “smile.amazon.com” website or it 
will not provide the donation. 

Elaine Cote has been making Pocket Prayer Quilts which are a tiny quilt (2”x2”) with a tiny 

angel inside for you to carry in your pocket. Pocket Prayer Quilts remind us throughout the day 

that we are not alone. You can keep it as a symbol of God’s love. 
 

If anyone is interested in having one sent to you, Pastor Sara has several of them ready. You 

can call her at  678-882-9011 or email her at pastorsara2000@gmail.com.  

or call the office at 860-342-2860 or email at zion.lutheran@snet.net  

The Word in Season Daily Devotions for October, November and December 

are in and are available the Narthex and in the Red Box outside the door with the 

doorbell. 
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Sunny Hill Preschool is still in need of two volunteers for its Advisory 

Board, as well as a Treasurer. SHP is an important outreach of Zion. If you are 

interested in helping, please contact Kathy Richards, Barbara Helming or 

Rick Borg. 
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Bible Quiz  (Answers on page 11)  

Questions and Answers 

1. October 31 is Halloween. For Lutherans it's also 

 Covenant Day  The Feast of Saint Olaf  Viking Day  Reformation Day 

 

2. The Diet of Worms (1521) led to Martin Luther's ... 

 being branded an outlaw by the Emperor    life-long digestive complaints 

  elevation to bishop      excommunication 

 

3. The Augsburg Confession (1530) is a basic statement of Lutheran beliefs. Who was its principal author? 

 a committee of German theologians   John Calvin 

  Philipp Melanchthon     Martin Luther 

 

4.  What is the generally preferred form of address for a Lutheran clergyperson in the United States? 

 Brother (or Sister)   Father (or Mother)   Pastor   Reverend Doctor 

 

5. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is the largest Lutheran body in the United States.     

     What is the second-largest Lutheran group in the U.S.? 

 The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod   The United Lutheran Church 

  The American Lutheran Church    The Lutheran Church in the United States 

 

6. The name "Lutheran" wasn't Martin Luther's idea. What name did he suggest? 

 "Reformed Christian"   "Redeemed Catholic"  

 "Saintly Brethern"   "Evangelical Catholic" 

 

7. When and where was the first Lutheran service in North America? 

 1720, near present-day Chicago   1645, in Manhattan 

  1620, in present-day Manitoba   1662, on the island of St. Thomas 

 

8. It's thick and green and read all over. It contains hymns, service music, Psalms, rubrics and other neat stuff.  

    What is it? 

 The Lutheran Missal      The Service Book and Hymnal 

  The Lutheran Book of Worship   The Book of Concord 

 

9. In the United States, what do Episcopal Bishops have but Lutheran Bishops don't have? 

 Cathedrals  Crooks -- the sticks, not the bad guys, silly 

  Mitres   There are no Lutheran Bishops in the U.S. 

 

10. What is the most widely-used English translation of the Bible among American Lutherans? 

 New International Version    New American Bible 

  New Revised Standard Version   King James (Authorized) Version 



Save UPC code for these products: 

Save Lids for these products: 

Labels for Education   

NOTE that NEW LABELS  have 

been added and  NOW WE NEED 

THE UPC CODE  and/or the LIDS  of juic-

es. NOT THE FRONT PANELS.    See infor-

mation below. When in doubt, please bring 

in the whole label, or for juice, bring the lid. 

These labels will go to Cromwell Children's 

Home to be turned in for educational  supplies.  

Collect “CAN TABS” 

FOR 

“House That Love Built” 
 

Please continue supporting 

“FAMILIES” staying at a Ronald 

McDonald House, “a Home-away-from-Home”. 

These “tabs” help FAMILIES of seriously ill chil-

dren from all over the world. 

 

All can “PULL TABS” are accepted: Beer, Soda, 

Cat & Dog food, Fruit, etc. 
 

The cost per family to stay nearby a sick child is 

$74.00 per day—equal to 29 lbs. of PULL TABS. 
 

The Grace Guild of Zion would LOVE to Fill the 

Large Jar (Located near the front door) again soon. 

With a twist or two they come off easy. 
 

We have collected over 40 lbs. Of “PULL TABS” 

and will deliver them soon to Ronald McDonald Vol-

unteer House in New Haven. 
 

Thank you to all Zion members who have helped us 

reach this goal. 

 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO  COLLECT  

Attention Grace Guild and Altar Guild 

Members: 

Please take a few minutes to review the 

Women of the ELCA bulletin board by the 

entrance of the church. There are always 

many new opportunities. 

Donate a car… change a life! Get a nice tax de-

duction and help a family in need. Unlike many 

advertised car donation programs, we are not a for

-profit liquidator. Good New Garage is an estab-

lished 11-year old non-profit who has proudly 

awarded over 3,000 vehicles New England-wide. 

All donations qualify for a tax deduction. 

To donate call 1-877-Give-Auto or visit 

www.GoodNewsGarage.org 
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Portland Food Bank 

Food donations for the Portland Food 

Bank must be dropped off at St. 

Mary’s Church, Freestone Ave. on 

Monday-Wednesday-Friday from 

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Please leave the items on the 

table in the school entrance located in the front of the 

church. Currently the Food Bank is not taking any 

clothing donations.  No donations are being accepted 

at the Food Bank. 

Always needed are canned tuna, boxed pasta and pasta 

sauce in cans or jars, baked beans, peanut butter, 

boxed riced, boxed instant potatoes and canned soups. 



Calendar 



Zion Outreach 
October 2021 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

Pastor Sara Stall Ryan 
 

Zion Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box  202 

183 William Street 

Portland, CT 06480 
 

Telephone 860-342-2860 
 

E-mail:  zion.lutheran@snet.net 

Web site:  www.zionlutheranportland.org 
 

Worship - Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 
 

Council Members:  
Kathy Richards - President  

Paula Brown - Vice President 

Michelle Schneider - Secretary 

Richard Borg, Jr. - Treasurer 

Donna Berndtson -  Financial Secretary 

Other members:  Geri Pearson, Beth Keser, 

Barbara Helming, Phil Olson, Robert Redman, 

Elise O’Brien, Peter Willse 
 

Mission Statement 

As members of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

We exist to honor and proclaim the life of Jesus 

Christ through our words, actions and deeds. 

WORSHIP BULLETINS 
 

Worship bulletin are prepared each week to read along 

with Zion’s on-line worship service. You will find them 

on Zion’s website, or you can click the link under the 

YouTube video.   
 

Make sure to type: zion lutheran church portland ct in the 

search bar. 
 

October 2021 Calendar 
 

October 3, 2021 19th Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 a.m. Worship/Communion - in person 
 

October 10, 2021 20th Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 a.m. Worship - in person 
 

October 17, 2021 21st Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 a.m. Worship - in person 
 

October 24, 2021 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 a.m. Worship - in person 
 

October 31, 2021 Reformation Sunday 

9:00 a.m. Worship - in person 

 
 

 Note: Please continue to watch your email 

and Zion’s website,  https://

zionlutheranportland.org/, for any changes or 

updates for Sunday services.  
 

Services will be in-person, inside 

Please wear a mask while walking through the building. 

You may remove your  mask when seated.. 

Services will be posted on-line as soon as possible 

after (by Monday 9:00 a.m.) 

Go to YouTube and make sure to type:   

 zion lutheran church portland ct in the search bar 

Questions and Answers 

 
Quiz: Answers  
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1. Reformation Day 

2. being branded an outlaw by the 

Emperor 

3. Philipp Melanchthon 

4. Pastor 

5. The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod 

6. Evangelical Catholic 

7. 1620, in present-day Manitoba 

8. The Lutheran Book of Worship 

9. Cathedrals 

10. New Revised Standard Version 
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