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Dear Church, 

I am quickly jotting you a note before I go on vacation. I am so 

excited to FINALLY be going away and visiting family. It seems 

COVID has kept us disconnected far too long. I hope all of you have 

plans this summer to reconnect with family and friends. We need it! 

But before I dash off to pack, I want to thank you for your 

willingness to fill out the Congregation Assessment Tool, the CAT! We had just under 60 

participants which is great for our little community. I can’t wait to see all of your thoughts and 

hopes and dreams presented as one big picture.  

Which brings me to an invitation. On July 15th at 7 pm, one of our synod leaders, Sara 

Anderson, will be sharing our CAT results and interpreting them for us. You are all invited to 

join in to listen and ask questions. Sara will share the results over Zoom so you can join from 

wherever you are. If you are interested, please contact the church office so we can give you the 

meeting information and sign in codes. 

I hope to see you all at that meeting on the 15th. Until then, I’ll be catching up with my family 

and friends, swimming at the pool, singing songs by the campfire, and enjoying a few 

moments of joy and peace. 

Pastor Sara  
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Financial Matters – June 2021 
 

Zion income at the halfway point in 2021 is a little less than $10,000 short of what we need to 

balance our 2021 budget of $159,172.  Our $20,000 balance in the Operating Account when 

we entered the year has enabled us to meet all our financial obligations.  We have faith that we 

will be able to close this budget deficit during the second half of the year.   
 

We are using a $91,000 loan we received from the SBA in July 2020 to pay some of our rou-

tine bills and redirecting the income that is saved by using the loan proceeds to make extra 

payments toward the principal on the Education Wing mortgage.  As a result of this process, 

we will exchange a high interest 20-year loan for the low interest (2.75%) 30-year SBA loan.   

When we complete this process, our debt payment will decrease by over $2000 per month.  

Our plan is to redirect some of these savings to necessary capital improvement projects.  The 

two capital improvement projects currently at the top of the list are repairing the leaky roof 

and repaving the driveways and parking lots.   

 

Richard Borg 

Treasurer 

Zion Lutheran Church 



Prayer List 

For Health: 

Jacqueline  

      Gezzleman  

Nicholas Brierley  

Lucy Couch  

Maryanne 

Clara Williams 

Joyce Ghent 

Giuseppe Fornaciari 

David Head 

Curtis Rooth 

Bill Bloomquist 

Nancy Johnson 

Alice Stemmler 

Scott Robinson 

Robert Gore 

Clara Harkins  

Cathy L’Hote 

John R. Anderson 

Wilhelm Kutz 

Heidi Gross 

Doug Connelly 

Pete Baron-Krieger  

Bud 

Calvin Jones 

Eric Haskins 

Roberta Edwards 

Larissa Denyanovich     

Marie LaTourette 

Lisa Murzin 

Timothy Snelgrove 

Emilie Krutoholow  

Lisa 

 

For Safety: 

Erik Swanson 

Andrew Chiasson 

Todd Swanson 

Malynda Andrews  

Collin Wilcox  

Michael Chiasson 

David Pearson 

Tyler Ghent 

Erik Brown 

Justin Earl Brown 
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For those of you not able to attend the recent service that fell on the 4th of July, here is a pic-

ture of the beautiful decoration that Allen Hill, our organist and choir director, brought along 

to share on that special day (he bought it for his own home but decided to share it with the 

church when the 4th of July fell on a Sunday). 

Only at the very end of the service, at the start of the closing hymn, did Allen light up the dis-

play, eliciting whispers of "Turn around - look!" as people caught sight of the illuminated flag 

and, surely, thought about the precious freedoms it represents. 
 

 Thank you, Allen, for making the service extra special! 
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Save The Date 

Join us for a tea and presentation “Romance of the Rose” on Sunday, September 12, 

2021 starting at 2 PM in Zion’s Fellowship Hall.  The well-known tea couple, Ron and 

Donna Lasko, will present an educational program with exhibits about the world’s 

oldest known flower, the rose.  The couple will include a tribute to Grandparents' Day. 

 The event will also feature a boutique of jewelry, local artisans’ crafts as well as a 

sale of “Knock Out Rose” bushes and a sale of cookies and candies.  Tea, punch, and 

an assortment of desserts will be provided.  In addition, attendees will have the opportunity to participate in a 

basket raffle and a 50/50 raffle. The cost is $25 per person with all proceeds benefiting Zion and a 

church family member facing a medical challenge. 

 If you have any jewelry or craft items that would like to donate to the fundraiser, please contact Sue 

Anderson-Woronoff, Joan Tester, or Caroline Wilcox. 

Thank you, 

-Sue (860-685-0593) 

ZLC Tag Sale 
Will be held Saturday, August 28 to coincide with Portland's 

Town Wide Tag Sale 

Drop offs will begin the weekend prior to the Tag Sale and 

no earlier. 

If interested in helping please contact Rick Borg  860-342-

0301 or Beth Keser 860-342-3937 

No clothes will be accepted 

All items must be CLEAN and in working order 

We’re having a party! 

Please join us for a birthday celebration after the services on July 18th at 10:00 a.m. It is in 

honor of Bert Edwards and Lee Townes. Both of these ladies are in their nineties and among 

the oldest members of Zion.  Light refreshments will be served. 
 

May God continue to bless both of you with peace, love, joy and happiness. Congratulations 

and best wishes from your friends at Zion. 
 

If you would like to send birthday cards, you can bring them with you on the 18th, or mail 

them. If you need an address please call the office, 860-342-2860. 

The Chatham Health District is holding a COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic on 

July 15 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at 208 Main Street in Portland.  Receive a 

Pfizer vaccine at no cost to you! Ages 12 and up are eligible, please bring 

insurance card if available (not required—still no cost to you!) The first 20 

people will receive a free $25 gift card! Please contact us at (860) 338-1865 

or anika.baybin@chathamhealth.org with any questions. 

Free 

Covid 

Shots 

 

 



Remember to Shop with Amazon Smile 
 

What is AmazonSmile? 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to 

support your favorite charitable organization every time 

you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at 

smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, 

vast selection and convenient shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will 

donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization.  
 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations? 

Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products 

marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save 

purchases and subscription renewals are not currently eligible.  
 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? 

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding 

or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.  
 

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile? 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select a charitable organization to 

receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. AmazonSmile remembers your 

selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.  

Remember: you have to be in the  “smile.amazon.com” website or it 
will not provide the donation. 

Elaine Cote has been making Pocket Prayer Quilts which are a tiny quilt (2”x2”) with a tiny 

angel inside for you to carry in your pocket. Pocket Prayer Quilts remind us throughout the day 

that we are not alone. You can keep it as a symbol of God’s love. 
 

If anyone is interested in having one sent to you, Pastor Sara has several of them ready. You 

can call her at  678-882-9011 or email her at pastorsara2000@gmail.com.  

or call the office at 860-342-2860 or email at zion.lutheran@snet.net  

The Word in Season Daily Devotions for July, August and September are in and 

are available in the Red Box outside the door with the doorbell. 
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Sunny Hill Preschool is still in need of two volunteers for its Advisory 

Board, as well as a Treasurer. SHP is an important outreach of Zion. If you are 

interested in helping, please contact Kathy Richards, Barbara Helming or 

Rick Borg. 
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Bible Quiz - They Seemed Like Nice People (Answers on page 10)  

Questions and Answers 

 1. I tried to release a man named Jesus, even though someone had warned me about a dream they had 

concerning him. His own people would simply not hear of me releasing him to freedom. A large crowd 

gathered, insisting upon his crucifixion, and demanded that I have him crucified, but for no reason that I 

could ascertain clearly. 

Who am I, and who had warned me to have nothing to do with his execution?  

 Herod the Tetrarch    Governor Felix  

  King Agrippa     Pontius Pilate  

 

2. I was once a king, yet I arranged for a man to be killed, just so that I could have his wife, even though 

I already had several of my own! 

Who was I, a man who had some other wives named Michal, Ahinoam and Abigail?  

  Ahab   Nebuchadnezzar   Joash   David 

 

3. My name is Gomer, and I was the wife of a prophet. I was also a woman who had managed to live 

what might today be called a "rough lifestyle", because prior to my marriage, I was what was commonly 

called a "harlot". 

Who was my husband, who married me because God commanded him to do so? 

  Joel   Hosea   Jonah   Habakkuk 

 

4. I once did my husband, the king, a favor. He wanted some land that belonged to a man named Naboth 

who would not sell or trade it, even for better land. I devised a scheme to help my poor ole hubby out, 

(he was busy pouting, and I can't stand to see a grown man sulking). My plan worked like a charm! All I 

had to do was simply tell a little lie and have the man put to death. What is my name?  

 

  Jezebel   Athaliah  Lorimar  Eleanor 

 

5.  I was the oldest of my father's thirteen children. My only sister was named Dinah, and I once 

protected my next to youngest brother, Joseph, from being killed by my other brothers! (How noble of 

me; not to mention the fact that my dad would have probably wrung my neck for allowing such a thing 

to happen!) 

 

 What did my dad say about me, on his deathbed?  

  He scolded me for having a relationship with his wife 

  He wished me well and promised me a long life 

  He praised me for being righteous and truthful 

  He expressed his disappointment with my work abilities 



Save UPC code for these products: 

Save Lids for these products: 

Labels for Education   

NOTE that NEW LABELS  have 

been added and  NOW WE NEED 

THE UPC CODE  and/or the LIDS  of juic-

es. NOT THE FRONT PANELS.    See infor-

mation below. When in doubt, please bring 

in the whole label, or for juice, bring the lid. 

These labels will go to Cromwell Children's 

Home to be turned in for educational  supplies.  

Collect “CAN TABS” 

FOR 

“House That Love Built” 
 

Please continue supporting 

“FAMILIES” staying at a Ronald 

McDonald House, “a Home-away-from-Home”. 

These “tabs” help FAMILIES of seriously ill chil-

dren from all over the world. 

 

All can “PULL TABS” are accepted: Beer, Soda, 

Cat & Dog food, Fruit, etc. 
 

The cost per family to stay nearby a sick child is 

$74.00 per day—equal to 29 lbs. of PULL TABS. 
 

The Grace Guild of Zion would LOVE to Fill the 

Large Jar (Located near the front door) again soon. 

With a twist or two they come off easy. 
 

We have collected over 40 lbs. Of “PULL TABS” 

and will deliver them soon to Ronald McDonald Vol-

unteer House in New Haven. 
 

Thank you to all Zion members who have helped us 

reach this goal. 

 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO  COLLECT  

Attention Grace Guild and Altar Guild 

Members: 

Please take a few minutes to review the 

Women of the ELCA bulletin board by the 

entrance of the church. There are always 

many new opportunities. 

Donate a car… change a life! Get a nice tax de-

duction and help a family in need. Unlike many 

advertised car donation programs, we are not a for

-profit liquidator. Good New Garage is an estab-

lished 11-year old non-profit who has proudly 

awarded over 3,000 vehicles New England-wide. 

All donations qualify for a tax deduction. 

To donate call 1-877-Give-Auto or visit 

www.GoodNewsGarage.org 
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Portland Food Bank 

Food donations for the Portland Food 

Bank must be dropped off at St. 

Mary’s Church, Freestone Ave. on 

Monday-Wednesday-Friday from 

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Please leave the items on the 

table in the school entrance located in the front of the 

church. Currently the Food Bank is not taking any 

clothing donations.  No donations are being accepted 

at the Food Bank. 

Always needed are canned tuna, boxed pasta and pasta 

sauce in cans or jars, baked beans, peanut butter, 

boxed riced, boxed instant potatoes and canned soups. 



Calendar 
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Zion Lutheran Church 

Pastor Sara Stall Ryan 
 

Zion Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box  202 

183 William Street 

Portland, CT 06480 
 

Telephone 860-342-2860 
 

E-mail:  zion.lutheran@snet.net 

Web site:  www.zionlutheranportland.org 
 

Worship - Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 
 

Council Members:  
Kathy Richards - President  

Paula Brown - Vice President 

Michelle Schneider - Secretary 

Richard Borg, Jr. - Treasurer 

Donna Berndtson -  Financial Secretary 

Other members:  Geri Pearson, Beth Keser, 

Barbara Helming, Phil Olson, Robert Redman, 

Elise O’Brien, Peter Willse 
 

Mission Statement 

As members of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

We exist to honor and proclaim the life of Jesus 

Christ through our words, actions and deeds. 

WORSHIP BULLETINS 
 

Worship bulletin are prepared each week to read along 

with Zion’s on-line worship service. You will find them 

on Zion’s website, or you can click the link under the 

YouTube video.   
 

Make sure to type: zion lutheran church portland ct in the 

search bar. 
 

July/August 2021 Calendar 
 

July 4, 2021 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 a.m. Worship/Communion - in person 
 

July 11, 2021 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 a.m. Worship - in person 
 

July 18, 2021 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 a.m. Worship - in person 
 

July 25, 2021 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 a.m. Worship - in person 
 

August 1, 2021 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 a.m. Worship - in person 
 

August 8, 2021 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 a.m. Worship - in person 
 

August 15, 2021 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 a.m. Worship - in person 
 

August 22, 2021 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 a.m. Worship - in person 
 

August 29, 2021 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 a.m. Worship - in person 

 
 

 Note: Please continue to watch your email 

and Zion’s website,  https://

zionlutheranportland.org/, for any changes or 

updates for Sunday services.  
 

Services will be in-person, inside 

Please wear a mask while walking through the building. 

You may remove your  mask when seated.. 

Services will be posted on-line as soon as possible 

after (by Monday 9:00 a.m.) 

Go to YouTube and make sure to type:   

 zion lutheran church portland ct in the search bar 

Questions and Answers 

 
Quiz: Answers  
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1. Pontius Pilate  

2. David 

3. Hosea 

4. Jezebel 

5. he scolded me for having a 

relationship with his wife 
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