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Hello Church! 
 
Last year COVID disrupted our Lenten season and, yet, here we are 
again. Still disrupted. It has been almost a full year since we’ve been 
worshiping online or outdoors or, however briefly, with masks and social 
distancing inside! And yet the liturgical year rolls on. 
 
Lent begins this month with Ash Wednesday on the 17th. As we are 
unable still to gather in person and since the application of ashes is a 

ritual that requires close contact, our worship will look a little different this year. Ashes will still be 
involved, albeit virtually. Together we will burn our palms and learn a bit about this tradition as well 
as what it means. A liturgy/bulletin will be provided online as well so that you can worship in your 
own home, marking yourself with a cross of water in remembrance of your baptism. The service will 
be posted on our YouTube page at 12:00 noon on Ash Wednesday. 
 
Worship will continue during Lent on Wednesday as Allen Hill, our music director, leads compline. 
The service will be livestreamed to our Facebook page at 7:00 p.m. and then will be posted onto our 
YouTube page the following day.  
 
Because of the constantly changing nature of COVID, vaccinations, etc. our Worship and Music 
committee is still in the planning stages for Holy Week and Easter. When we know our worship 
format and schedule, we will let you know. 
 
I wish all of you a blessed Lenten season. It is often a time of deep personal reflection and spiritual 
growth whether we are in church, at home, or out in the world. 
 
Pastor Sara 
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Prayer List 

For Health: 

Jacqueline  

      Gezzleman  

Nicholas Brierley  

Lucy Couch  

Maryanne 

Clara Williams 

Peggy Kirsche 

Joyce Ghent 

Giuseppe Fornaciari 

David Head 

Curtis Rooth 

Bill Bloomquist 

Nancy Johnson 

Alice Stemmler 

 

Scott Robinson 

Robert Gore 

Clara Harkins  

Cathy L’Hote 

John R. Anderson 

Wilhelm Kutz 

Heidi Gross 

Doug Connelly 

Pete Baron-Krieger  

Bud 

Calvin Jones 

Eric Haskins 

Roberta Edwards 

Family of Carol Castelli 

For Safety: 

Erik Swanson 

Andrew Chiasson 

Todd Swanson 

Malynda Andrews  

Collin Wilcox  

Michael Chiasson 

David Pearson 

Tyler Ghent 

Erik Brown 

Justin Earl Brown 
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Elaine Cote has been making Pocket Prayer Quilts which are a tiny quilt (2”x2”) with a tiny 

angel inside for you to carry in your pocket. Pocket Prayer Quilts remind us throughout the day 

that we are not alone. You can keep it as a symbol of God’s love. 
 

If anyone is interested in having one sent to you, Pastor Sara has several of them ready. You 

can call her at  678-882-9011 or email her at pastorsara2000@gmail.com.  

or call the office at 860-342-2860 or email at zion.lutheran@snet.net  

One more way to help: 
If you are donating items to Goodwill, please consider adding a Good Neighbor Donation 

Card when you drop them off. The Good Neighbor Donation Card will give credit to St. 

Vincent DePaul’s in Middletown. St. Vincent’s will be able to give vouchers to people in 

need to redeem for merchandise at Goodwill Retail Stores. 

You can get a card from Donna Berndtson 860-342-3804 

Sunny Hill Preschool is still in need of two volunteers for its Advisory 

Board, as well as a Treasurer. SHP is an important outreach of Zion. If you are 

interested in helping, please contact Kathy Richards, Barbara Helming or 

Rick Borg. 

At the Altar 
Funerals 

 

Death 

January 14, 2021 

Funeral 

January 22, 2021 

Carol Castelli 

On Sunday February 28th @ 10:00 am you are invited to a time of fellowship and 

fun. We are holding a Holy History Event to celebrate Zion’s story, past and present. 

The event will take place through Zoom and will last about an hour. You will be asked 

to choose a decade in which you first became active at Zion and share your memories 

of what was going on in the world, in the community, in religion, and in our own 

congregation. This event is crafted to help us look to our past in order to plan for our 

future so we WANT to hear from you.  

Please email Pastor Sara at pastorsara2000@gmail.com to RSVP and tell her what decade you would like to 

sign up for. You can choose the 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s, 00s, and 10s.  In reply you will receive the login 

information. Remember you can join via computer, smart device, or phone. If you choose to phone in, though, 

it is a long distance call so make sure your phone plan covers it. Should you be unable to participate for some 

reason, paper questionnaires are available and you may ask for one. 

We can’t wait to see you on the 28th! Our Transition Team is working hard to make this a great experience. 

Below you will find some helpful timelines as you start reflecting on your memories of the past. 

mailto:pastorsara2000@gmail.com


Remember to Shop with Amazon Smile 
 

What is AmazonSmile? 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to 

support your favorite charitable organization every time 

you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at 

smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, 

vast selection and convenient shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will 

donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization.  
 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations? 

Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products 

marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save 

purchases and subscription renewals are not currently eligible.  
 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? 

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding 

or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.  
 

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile? 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select a charitable organization to 

receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. AmazonSmile remembers your 

selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.  

Remember: you have to be in the  “smile.amazon.com” website or it 
will not provide the donation. 
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How are you? 
We are in the midst of a never-before-seen crisis in our world.  We are 

forced to keep physically distanced from each other, but that does not mean 

that we cannot be supported spiritually, emotionally and socially by our 

Zion family. 

 

1. Do you need help getting items from the grocery store or pharmacy? 

2. Are you struggling to pay bills, or to purchase groceries and medications? 

3. Would you like to pray together? 

4. Would you like to talk to someone?   
 

If you answered yes: 

Contact Pastor Sara at 678-882-9011 or pastorsara2000@gmail.com 

You can also contact our office at 860-342-2860, or Zion’s Council President, Kathy Richards 

is also available at 860-982-7624.  
 

We are here to help you! 
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Bible Quiz - Birds (Answers on page 8) 

Questions and Answers 

1. The dainty white dove or pigeon is perhaps the most special bird mentioned in the Bible. In the New 

Testament which person does she/he represent?  

 Mary   Jesus   Holy Spirit   Father God 

2. In the Biblical book, 'Song of Solomon' which love bird, also famously featured in a Christmas carol, is 

mentioned?  

 Cuckoo  Parrot   Turtledove   Mynah 

3. In Psalm 104, in which hilly coniferous tree, which rather sounds like a Mediterranean island, do the storks 

make their home?  

 Cedar   Yew   Spruce   Cypress (fir) 

4. Which prophet did God show His care for by commanding ravens to bring him bread and meat each 

morning and evening at the eve of a period of drought?  

 Jeremiah  Elisha   Elijah    Isaiah 

5. In Proverbs chapter 30, ravens are again depicted expressing which fearsome emotion or quality in God's 

nature?  

 Endurance  Humility  Righteous wrath  Ability to overlook 

6. Approximately a year after the flood began, Noah & Co left the ark onto dry land. However, while on the 

ark which bird gave final confirmation to Noah that the waters had actually receded?  

 Raven   Partridge  Stork    Dove 

7. Which unfortunate bird who also features in a popular dozen day Christmas song, in a simile is compared to 

a person who gets rich unjustly in the Book of Jeremiah?  

 Partridge  Raven   Dove    Vulture 

8. In Luke chapter 12, which five birds are sold for two copper coins?  

 Ravens   Sparrows  Ostriches  Owls 

9. In the Bible in Luke chapter 12, who does Jesus say feeds the ravens?  

 People   God   Birds   Animals 

10. Which bird is mentioned in the Book of Revelation as crying aloud overhead?  

 Peacock  Owl   Kestrel  Eagle 

 



Save UPC code for these products: 

Save Lids for these products: 

Labels for Education   

NOTE that NEW LABELS  have 

been added and  NOW WE NEED 

THE UPC CODE  and/or the LIDS  of juic-

es. NOT THE FRONT PANELS.    See infor-

mation below. When in doubt, please bring 

in the whole label, or for juice, bring the lid. 

These labels will go to Cromwell Children's 

Home to be turned in for educational  supplies.  

Collect “CAN TABS” 

FOR 

“House That Love Built” 
 

Please continue supporting 

“FAMILIES” staying at a Ronald 

McDonald House, “a Home-away-from-Home”. 

These “tabs” help FAMILIES of seriously ill chil-

dren from all over the world. 

 

All can “PULL TABS” are accepted: Beer, Soda, 

Cat & Dog food, Fruit, etc. 
 

The cost per family to stay nearby a sick child is 

$74.00 per day—equal to 29 lbs. of PULL TABS. 
 

The Grace Guild of Zion would LOVE to Fill the 

Large Jar (Located near the front door) again soon. 

With a twist or two they come off easy. 
 

We have collected over 40 lbs. Of “PULL TABS” 

and will deliver them soon to Ronald McDonald Vol-

unteer House in New Haven. 
 

Thank you to all Zion members who have helped us 

reach this goal. 

 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO  COLLECT  

Attention Grace Guild and Altar Guild 

Members: 

Please take a few minutes to review the 

Women of the ELCA bulletin board by the 

entrance of the church. There are always 

many new opportunities. 

Donate a car… change a life! Get a nice tax de-

duction and help a family in need. Unlike many 

advertised car donation programs, we are not a for

-profit liquidator. Good New Garage is an estab-

lished 11-year old non-profit who has proudly 

awarded over 3,000 vehicles New England-wide. 

All donations qualify for a tax deduction. 

To donate call 1-877-Give-Auto or visit 

www.GoodNewsGarage.org 
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Portland Food Bank 

Food donations for the Portland Food 

Bank must be dropped off at St. 

Mary’s Church, Freestone Ave. on 

Monday-Wednesday-Friday from 

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Please leave the items on the 

table in the school entrance located in the front of the 

church. Currently the Food Bank is not taking any 

clothing donations.  No donations are being accepted 

at the Food Bank. 

Always needed are canned tuna, boxed pasta and pasta 

sauce in cans or jars, baked beans, peanut butter, 

boxed riced, boxed instant potatoes and canned soups. 
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Zion Outreach 
February 2021 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

Pastor Sara Stall Ryan 
 

Zion Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box  202 

183 William Street 

Portland, CT 06480 
 

Telephone 860-342-2860 
 

E-mail:  zion.lutheran@snet.net 

Web site:  www.zionlutheranportland.org 
 

Worship - Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 
 

Council Members:  
Kathy Richards - President  

Paula Brown - Vice President 

Michelle Schneider - Secretary 

Richard Borg, Jr. - Treasurer 

Donna Berndtson -  Financial Secretary 

Other members:  Geri Pearson, Beth Keser, 

Barbara Helming, Phil Olson, Robert Redman, 

Elise O’Brien, Peter Willse 
 

Mission Statement 

As members of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

We exist to honor and proclaim the life of Jesus 

Christ through our words, actions and deeds. 

WORSHIP BULLETINS 

 

Worship bulletin are prepared each week to read along 

with Zion’s on-line worship service. You will find them 

on Zion’s website, or you can click the link under the 

YouTube video.   
 

 

Make sure to type: zion lutheran church portland ct in 

the search bar. 

 

February 2021 Calendar 
 

February 7, 2021 Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

 9:00 a.m. Online Worship   

 

February 14, 2021 Transfiguration of Our Lord 

 9:00 a.m. Online Worship   

 

February 17, 2021 Ash Wednesday 

 12:00 noon Online Worship   

 

February 21, 2021 First Sunday in Lent 

 9:00 a.m. Online Worship   

 

February 28, 2021 Second Sunday in Lent 

 9:00 a.m. Online Worship   

Questions and Answers 

 
Quiz: Answers  
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1. Holy Spirit (Luke 3:22) 

2. Turtledove (Song of  Solomon 2:12) 

3. Cypress (fir) (Psalm 104:17) 

4. Elijah  (1 Kings 17:4) 

5. Righteous wrath ( Proverbs30:17) 

6. Dove (Genesis 8:8) 

7. Partridge  (Jeremiah 17:11) 

8. Sparrows (Luke 12:6) 

9. God (Luke 12:24) 

10. Eagle (Revelation 8:13) 
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