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Hello Church! 
 
It’s Annual Meeting time and, thanks to COVID, this may be the most 
innovative and exciting one you’ve attended in a long time! We plan to 
hold our annual meeting via Zoom on January 31st at 10:00 a.m. This 
means that you can log into the Zoom app on your phone or computer 
and join us in person from wherever you are. If you do not have a 
smartphone or computer, you can use your plain old telephone and call 
into the meeting as well. Just know that it is a long distance phone 

call so be aware of your calling plan. Nobody wants an unexpectedly high phone bill! 
 
As we prepare for our annual meeting, reports will be made available for pick up in the red box on 
January 22nd.  You can drive by any time to pick up a copy and review it before the meeting. 
Because we are meeting online, we will not be asking each committee or person to read their 
reports. Therefore it will be extremely helpful for each of you to read the reports before the meeting. 
 
If you plan to attend the meeting, please email Michelle Schneider at schneid4195@gmail.com  to 

receive the sign in information. It is easiest for the church to simply send a link to the meeting 
electronically but, if you are unable to email, we can relay the needed information over the phone as 
well. Please call the office if you have any questions. 
 
Finally, if there are any unexpected technical issues or power outages that day, our backup date for 
the annual meeting is February 7th at 10:00 am. So keep that date open too! 
 
This has been a year like no other. Unprecedented. Bizarre. Uncommon. Unparalleled. Singular. But 
we have much to celebrate and we have much to look forward to. I hope you will join us on January 
31st! 
 
In peace, 

 
Pastor Sara 
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Prayer List 

For Health: 

Jacqueline  

      Gezzleman  

Nicholas Brierley  

Lucy Couch  

Maryanne 

Clara Williams 

Peggy Kirsche 

Joyce Ghent 

Giuseppe Fornaciari 

David Head 

Curtis Rooth 

Bill Bloomquist 

Nancy Johnson 

Alice Stemmler 

 

Scott Robinson 

Robert Gore 

Clara Harkins  

Cathy L’Hote 

John R. Anderson 

Wilhelm Kutz 

Heidi Gross 

Doug Connelly 

Pete Baron-Krieger  

Bud 

Calvin Jones 

Eric Haskins 

Roberta Edwards 

 

For Safety: 

Erik Swanson 

Andrew Chiasson 

Todd Swanson 

Malynda Andrews  

Collin Wilcox  

Michael Chiasson 

David Pearson 

Tyler Ghent 

Erik Brown 

Justin Earl Brown 
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Our region, state, and country is experiencing the predicted surge in coronavirus infections 

this winter, with an expected peak in January. Experts are telling us that community spread 

is being fueled by small social gatherings, which are likely to increase during the holidays.  

What you can do:  

 Pray for those who are ill, for those caring for the sick, for leaders to make wise 

decisions that keep us safer, and for all of us experiencing this frightening time.  

 Wear your mask, wash your hands, and stay at least six feet apart from anyone outside your 

household.  

 Scale back holiday gatherings to just your household or “bubble.” Visit other outdoors if possible 

(masks on!) and/or use the phone or Zoom to stay connected.  

 Take time for self-care. Find something that gives you joy, including safe service to others, such as 

donating to feeding programs  

 Remember that Christ is with us now and always  

Elaine Cote has been making Pocket Prayer Quilts which are a tiny quilt (2”x2”) with a tiny 

angel inside for you to carry in your pocket. Pocket Prayer Quilts remind us throughout the day 

that we are not alone. You can keep it as a symbol of God’s love. 
 

If anyone is interested in having one sent to you, Pastor Sara has several of them ready. You 

can call her at  678-882-9011 or email her at pastorsara2000@gmail.com.  

or call the office at 860-342-2860 or email at zion.lutheran@snet.net  

One more way to help: 
If you are donating items to Goodwill, please consider adding a Good Neighbor Donation 

Card when you drop them off. The Good Neighbor Donation Card will give credit to St. 

Vincent DePaul’s in Middletown. St. Vincent’s will be able to give vouchers to people in 

need to redeem for merchandise at Goodwill Retail Stores. 

You can get a card from Donna Berndtson 860-342-3804 

The Word in Season Daily Devotions for January, February and March are in 

and are available in the Red Box outside the door with the doorbell. 

Sunny Hill Preschool is still in need of two volunteers for its Advisory 

Board, as well as a Treasurer. SHP is an important outreach of Zion. If you are 

interested in helping, please contact Kathy Richards, Barbara Helming or 

Rick Borg. 

Thank you to all Virtual and In-person 

Pageant Participants! 
If you have not viewed Zion’s wonderful Christmas Pageant, please 

take a little time and do so. It’s available on Zion’s YouTube channel. 

Many thanks to Sylvia and Paula for their work to provide a virtual 

Christmas Pageant! It has been a lot of hard work and we so appreciate them. 



Remember to Shop with Amazon Smile 
 

What is AmazonSmile? 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to 

support your favorite charitable organization every time 

you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at 

smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, 

vast selection and convenient shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will 

donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization.  
 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations? 

Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products 

marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save 

purchases and subscription renewals are not currently eligible.  
 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? 

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding 

or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.  
 

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile? 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select a charitable organization to 

receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. AmazonSmile remembers your 

selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.  

Remember: you have to be in the  “smile.amazon.com” website or it 
will not provide the donation. 
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How are you? 
We are in the midst of a never-before-seen crisis in our world.  We are 

forced to keep physically distanced from each other, but that does not mean 

that we cannot be supported spiritually, emotionally and socially by our 

Zion family. 

 

1. Do you need help getting items from the grocery store or pharmacy? 

2. Are you struggling to pay bills, or to purchase groceries and medications? 

3. Would you like to pray together? 

4. Would you like to talk to someone?   
 

If you answered yes: 

Contact Pastor Sara at 678-882-9011 or pastorsara2000@gmail.com 

You can also contact our office at 860-342-2860, or Zion’s Council President, Kathy Richards 

is also available at 860-982-7624.  
 

We are here to help you! 
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Bible Quiz (Answers on page 11) 

Questions and Answers 

1. The whole mess that we call "life" started when Adam and Eve ate a forbidden apple after being tempted by 

Satan. The Bible says so.  

  True  False 

 

2. The angels described in the Bible do NOT take the appearance of which of the following?  

 four faces -- human, ox, lion, and eagle   six-winged and filled with eyes all around 

  graceful, halo-adorned winged human   four-rimmed wheels filled with eyes 

 

3. As seen in Exodus 34, which of the following statements is listed among those that are called the Ten 

Commandments?  

 honor your father and mother       do not murder 

  bring the best of your first fruits to the Lord     do not covet your neighbor's possessions 

 

4. The single biblical mention of Lucifer makes it clear that it is another name for which biblical character?  

 Og      Satan -- obviously! 

  Nebuchadnezzar    Mahershalalhashbaz 

 

5. The Bible goes into great detail about A) the immaculate conception of Jesus B) who was born on December 

25, 1 BC C) in a stable that Mary had arrived at riding a donkey D) and was visited by the three kings of the 

Orient: Balthasar, Caspar, and Melchior.  If even one of the above statements is true, vote yes.   

  Yes   No 

 

6. The saying "hate the sin, love the sinner" can be traced back to a saying from which of these figures?  

 Satan, ironically enough      God, obviously 

  St Augustine, who doesn't appear in the Bible   Jesus, even more obviously 

 

7. The cup that Jesus used to serve wine during the Last Supper is called the Holy Grail. The Bible says so.  

  True  False 

 

8. During the end of days following the Rapture, the Antichrist will emerge on Earth and (according to the 

Bible) be readily distinguished by what feature?  

 the number of the Second Beast, 666    he's going to be an unusually charismatic leader 

  the conflicting appearance of horns and halos   the Antichrist is not described in the Bible 

 

 

9. As told in Revelation 12, Satan will knock down one-third of what from the sky?  

  Stars   clouds   angels   birds 

 

10. Revelation 12 is the only place in the Bible that describes Satan's physical image. How does Satan appear, 

as described by the Bible?  

  all of these       pointy horns, pointy tail, pointy pitchfork 

   a seven-headed dragon with ten horns  a goat's head, bat wings, and cloven hoofs 
 



Save UPC code for these products: 

Save Lids for these products: 

Labels for Education   

NOTE that NEW LABELS  have 

been added and  NOW WE NEED 

THE UPC CODE  and/or the LIDS  of juic-

es. NOT THE FRONT PANELS.    See infor-

mation below. When in doubt, please bring 

in the whole label, or for juice, bring the lid. 

These labels will go to Cromwell Children's 

Home to be turned in for educational  supplies.  

Collect “CAN TABS” 

FOR 

“House That Love Built” 
 

Please continue supporting 

“FAMILIES” staying at a Ronald 

McDonald House, “a Home-away-from-Home”. 

These “tabs” help FAMILIES of seriously ill chil-

dren from all over the world. 

 

All can “PULL TABS” are accepted: Beer, Soda, 

Cat & Dog food, Fruit, etc. 
 

The cost per family to stay nearby a sick child is 

$74.00 per day—equal to 29 lbs. of PULL TABS. 
 

The Grace Guild of Zion would LOVE to Fill the 

Large Jar (Located near the front door) again soon. 

With a twist or two they come off easy. 
 

We have collected over 40 lbs. Of “PULL TABS” 

and will deliver them soon to Ronald McDonald Vol-

unteer House in New Haven. 
 

Thank you to all Zion members who have helped us 

reach this goal. 

 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO  COLLECT  

Attention Grace Guild and Altar Guild 

Members: 

Please take a few minutes to review the 

Women of the ELCA bulletin board by the 

entrance of the church. There are always 

many new opportunities. 

Donate a car… change a life! Get a nice tax de-

duction and help a family in need. Unlike many 

advertised car donation programs, we are not a for

-profit liquidator. Good New Garage is an estab-

lished 11-year old non-profit who has proudly 

awarded over 3,000 vehicles New England-wide. 

All donations qualify for a tax deduction. 

To donate call 1-877-Give-Auto or visit 

www.GoodNewsGarage.org 

6 

Portland Food Bank 

Food donations for the Portland Food 

Bank must be dropped off at St. 

Mary’s Church, Freestone Ave. on 

Monday-Wednesday-Friday from 

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Please leave the items on the 

table in the school entrance located in the front of the 

church. Currently the Food Bank is not taking any 

clothing donations.  No donations are being accepted 

at the Food Bank. 

Always needed are canned tuna, boxed pasta and pasta 

sauce in cans or jars, baked beans, peanut butter, 

boxed riced, boxed instant potatoes and canned soups. 



Calendar 



Zion Outreach 
January 2021 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

Pastor Sara Stall Ryan 
 

Zion Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box  202 

183 William Street 

Portland, CT 06480 
 

Telephone 860-342-2860 
 

E-mail:  zion.lutheran@snet.net 

Web site:  www.zionlutheranportland.org 
 

Worship - Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 
 

Council Members:  
Kathy Richards - President  

Paula Brown - Vice President 

Michelle Schneider - Secretary 

Richard Borg, Jr. - Treasurer 

Donna Berndtson -  Financial Secretary 

Other members:  Geri Pearson, Beth Keser, 

Barbara Helming, Phil Olson, Robert Redman, 

Elise O’Brien, Peter Willse 
 

Mission Statement 

As members of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

We exist to honor and proclaim the life of Jesus 

Christ through our words, actions and deeds. 

WORSHIP BULLETINS 

 

Worship bulletin are prepared each week to read along 

with Zion’s on-line worship service. You will find them 

on Zion’s website, or you can click the link under the 

YouTube video.   
 

You will find the service on Facebook Live at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday morning and approximately 24 hours later on 

YouTube or anytime after that.   
 

Make sure to type: zion lutheran church portland ct in 

the search bar. 
 

December 2021 Calendar 
 

January 3, 2021 Epiphany of Our Lord 

 9:00 a.m. Online Worship   

 

January 10, 2021 Baptism of Our Lord 

 9:00 a.m. Online Worship   

 

January 17, 2021 Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

 9:00 a.m. Online Worship   

 

January 24, 2021 Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

 9:00 a.m. Online Worship   

 

January 31, 2021 Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

 9:00 a.m. Online Worship   

Questions and Answers 

 
Quiz: Answers  
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1) False  

2)  graceful, halo-adorned winged human 

3) bring the best of your first fruits to the Lord 

4) Nebuchadnezzar 

5) No 

6) St Augustine, who doesn't appear in the Bible 

7) False 

8) the Antichrist is not described in the Bible 

9) Stars 

10)  a seven-headed dragon with ten horns 
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