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Hello Church! 
 

Advent is here! And it is my favorite of all the church seasons. I love seeing the 

lights and decorations slowly appear through the month of December. I love the 

hiding and wrapping of presents. I love setting up my nativity set and practicing 

Christmas hymns. It really is a season of preparation. I hope that this Advent 

we all remember, too, that we are preparing our lives for the Lord’s coming 

again, not just a reenactment of his birth in a stable. In order to enter into the 

Advent season, I want to share with you some resources for weekly and daily 

devotion. 
 

 A collection of clergy and lay leaders in the New England Synod have created a daily Advent calendar 

available online. Each day a short video will be released of an activity or reflection on a theme for the 

season. You can find the calendar here https://videoadvent2020.tumblr.com/ 
 

 The ELCA Young Adults and the ELCA Peace Not Walls network are offering an Advent Pilgrimage in 

Palestine. On Monday a short video is released and on Wednesday a written reflection. You may follow 

this on twitter at #AdventinPalestine or register for the materials via email at this address https://

docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4PooENwHyCt2KxuxAHrCIetKqQtPZTCpg3sKRNdNpO9OZ0g/

viewform 

 

 Finally the ELCA World Hunger campaign offers a printable Advent calendar for free which you can 

access by going to their site https://resources.elca.org/ELCA_Good_Gifts-

WH_Advent_2020_Calendar.html 

 

Christmas Eve Drive-through Holy Communion Event 
As we look forward to Christmas, I want to share with you some information about worship on Christmas 

Eve. Currently we are planning an online worship service which will be posted to YouTube at 4:00 p.m. You 

are invited to worship then or later in the evening as you wish. From 5:00-6:00 that same evening we will 

also be offering a drive-through Holy Communion event, weather permitting. There will be several stations 

along our driveway where attendance will be taken, prepackaged bread and wine distributed, and a shortened 

communion liturgy offered. I am sure you miss celebrating this blessed meal as much as I do! So I hope to see 

you all there! Please reach out to me if you are unable to attend but would still like to receive the Eucharist. 

 

Here’s how it will work: 
This Communion service will be SAFE, SIMPLE, and SHORT. We’ll follow health protection guidelines 

(masks, gloves, etc.) and observe social distancing in serving you Communion. 

 

1. You will stay in your car.  You may bring your whole family with you. 

2. You will be greeted by a member of our staff when you arrive in our parking lot. 

3. You will be given pre-packaged Communion elements in a plastic bag through your car window. 

4. You will be briefly led in Communion by the Pastor. 

5. She will pray a special prayer of blessing and protection over you. 

6. You will drive away! 

 

Wishing you peace and health in this Advent season! 

 

In peace, 

 

Pastor Sara 
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Financial Matters – December 2020 
 

With one month left in 2020 it appears that we will fall a little short of 

our income projections for the year.  December is historically the month 

in which our income is greatest, but some of that is driven by the 

generosity of the people who are in the building at Christmas time.  It 

doesn’t appear that we will be together in the building at Christmas this 

year.  So, this year we are relying on you to keep Zion on your Christmas 

gift giving list and send in a donation.   

 

While our income is down a little, our expenses have been down slightly also.  We have saved on heat and 

electricity due to the inactivity in the building.  Budgeted costs for candles, copier maintenance and other 

church supplies are also being saved.  We expect to finish the year with a positive balance in our operating 

account due in large part to the balance we had in the account when we entered 2020.   

 

Despite the pandemic and the associated financial concerns that almost everyone feels, we remain a vibrant 

and active church.  Worship services went online starting in March but never skipped a beat.  Twice we 

prepared family dinners that were distributed on a drive by basis.  We also partnered with the Portland Food 

Bank, on three occasions, to distribute food boxes that included turkeys during the week before Thanksgiving.  

We also continue to sponsor Sunny Hill Preschool that opened on schedule in September amidst the 

pandemic.  Sunny Hill Preschool is a blessing to 10 children and their families and so far has managed to 

avoid any virus cases.  We recently fulfilled our mission support commitment to the New England Synod and 

we made a contribution to World Hunger.  We have made gifts of both food and money to the Portland Food 

Bank and later this month we will be sending a donation to the Spiritual Care Department at Middlesex 

Health.  Thank you to everyone who makes all of this and more possible.   

Prayer List 

For Health: 

Jacqueline  

      Gezzleman  

Nicholas Brierley  

Lucy Couch  

Maryanne 

Clara Williams 

Peggy Kirsche 

Joyce Ghent 

Giuseppe Fornaciari 

David Head 

Curtis Rooth 

Bill Bloomquist 

Nancy Johnson 

 

Alice Stemmler 

Scott Robinson 

Robert Gore 

Clara Harkins  

Cathy L’Hote 

John R. Anderson 

Wilhelm Kutz 

Heidi Gross 

Doug Connelly 

Pete Baron-Krieger  

Bud 

Calvin Jones 

Eric Haskins 

For Safety: 

Erik Swanson 

Andrew Chiasson 

Todd Swanson 

Malynda Andrews  

Collin Wilcox  

Michael Chiasson 

David Pearson 

Tyler Ghent 

Erik Brown 

Justin Earl Brown 

3 



A Candlelight Festival of Lessons and Carols 
December 20th, 2020, 4 PM 

www.southchurch.org 

Our service will take shape as an interactive virtual experience. We hope that you will 

join us in our online community as we celebrate the Christmas season. This beloved 

tradition is based on the first Festival of Lessons and Carols held in King’s College 

Chapel, Cambridge, on Christmas Eve of 1918. Featuring the South Church Chancel 

Choir, the service combines the reading of scripture with choral anthems, traditional 

Christmas carols, and hymns. A contemplative and hopeful gathering, Lessons and Carols is a beautiful way to 

prepare for the coming holiday. Tune into youtube.com/SouthChurchNewBritainCT on December 20th at 4 

PM to participate in the service with those near and far. A free-will donation will be accepted.  

Call for Virtual Pageant Participants! 

As we are not able to do an in-person Christmas pageant this year 

under current social distancing protocols, we are tentatively planning 

to put together a virtual pageant we can all view online.  We hope to 

have lots of participation from young and old!  All you need to do is 

read a line or two of your choosing on camera (you can do it on your 

phone yourself, or be filmed by me or someone at church).  Then we will join the little clips 

together to tell the Christmas story, and make it available to watch on the Zion YouTube 

channel.  Please contact Sylvia LeShane at storning@gowebway.com or 860-759-6418 (text 

or call) to find out more.  We will be so happy to have your help in keeping this important 

tradition going, and spreading some much-needed Christmas cheer! 

Deposits-Pledges 

Since the pandemic started the deposits consist of those which have been 

mailed into the church. Deposits are currently being made in the middle 

and end of each month. That’s why some of your checks are taking longer 

to clear. Also, if you prefer not to mail it in other arrangements can be 

made. If you have any questions or concerns please contact Donna 

Berndtson at 860-342-3804. Thanks. 

The Word in Season Daily Devotions for October, November and December 

are in and are available in the Red Box outside the door with the doorbell. 

Sunny Hill Preschool is still in need of two volunteers for its Advisory 

Board, as well as a Treasurer. SHP is an important outreach of Zion. If you are 

interested in helping, please contact Kathy Richards, Barbara Helming or 

Rick Borg. 
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The Lord works in mysterious ways. 

This is a must read article that will make your day, Thanks to Peggy Kirsche. 

On Saturday, Nov.7th, the Marlborough Lions Club in conjunction with Orphan Grain Train held a durable 

medical equipment collection. Orphan Grain Train brings hope to people in need around the world. Last year 

6.8 million meals, along with clothing, medical supplies, health kits, school kits, blankets, and quilts to name a 

few were shipped to 69 countries both locally and internationally. Mission partners distribute the resources to 

orphanages, schools, churches, prisons, and hospitals. 

I couldn’t help but think about the recliner which Peggy Kirsche recently donated to our church tag sale. We 

didn’t know what we were going to do with it, but miraculously God had a plan. I mentioned this event to Rick 

and after a good cleaning we decided this was where the chair was meant to go. On a mission to help others in 

need. They were very grateful and appreciative of Zion’s generosity in supporting their cause. 

If anyone is interested in donating or learning more about Orphan Grain Train please contact Donna Berndtson 

at 860-342-3804 or contact Rich Klepps, Warehouse Assistant at 860-940-9814. You can visit their website at 

www.ogt.org. The warehouse is located in Terryville, CT at the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. 

Peggy, I thought you would like to know that your recliner is making somebody’s day a little bit brighter. 

Our region, state, and country is experiencing the predicted surge in coronavirus 

infections this fall, with an expected peak in January. Experts are telling us that 

community spread is being fueled by small social gatherings, which are likely to 

increase during the holidays.  

What you can do:  

 Pray for those who are ill, for those caring for the sick, for leaders to make 

wise decisions that keep us safer, and for all of us experiencing this frightening 

time.  

 Wear your mask, wash your hands, and stay at least six feet apart from anyone 

outside your household.  

 Scale back holiday gatherings to just your household or “bubble.” Visit other outdoors if possible 

(masks on!) and/or use the phone or Zoom to stay connected.  

 Take time for self-care. Find something that gives you joy, including safe service to others, such as 

donating to feeding programs  

 Remember that Christ is with us now and always  



Christmas Poinsettia 

 

Anyone who would like to order 

a Christmas Poinsettia in 

memory of a loved one may do 

so by completing this form and 

returning it by December 12th 

with a check for $10.00 per 

plant to: 

 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

P.O. Box 202 

Portland, CT 06480 

Attention: Valerie 

 

Please make the checks payable to: 

Zion Lutheran Church Flower Fund 

 

In order to beautify Zion’s sanctuary, I would like to order 

(____) Poinsettia Plant(s) in memory of: 

 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

____________________ 

 

Given by: 

________________________________________________

__________________________________ 

 

(__) I will pick up my Poinsettia after the Service 

(__) Please deliver my Poinsettia to a shut-in member. 

(__) I will deliver my Poinsettia to a shut-in 

Please send your recorded holiday greetings! 
We are asking that you and your family provide us with a short video Christmas Greeting. Your 

video will be part of Zion’s ‘virtual Christmas card’.  

Christmas Greeting videos should be recorded in landscape format (cell phone held sideways) 

and emailed to CPRBCT@yahoo.com or texted to Paula Brown at 860-508-

3819 BEFORE Tuesday December 8. This will allow us time to bring all the recordings 

together.  

Sample ‘script’: “Merry Christmas and best wishes for a safe and healthy new year from Craig, 

Paula and Rachel Brown!”  

Zion is planning a video Christmas Pageant this year. We will be adding these recorded Christmas wishes to the 

end of the pageant. 

THANK YOU for helping us with this special project! 
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Elaine Cote has been making Pocket Prayer Quilts which are a tiny quilt (2”x2”) with a tiny 

angel inside for you to carry in your pocket. Pocket Prayer Quilts remind us throughout the day 

that we are not alone. You can keep it as a symbol of God’s love. 
 

If anyone is interested in having one sent to you, Pastor Sara has several of them ready. You 

can call her at  678-882-9011 or email her at pastorsara2000@gmail.com.  

or call the office at 860-342-2860 or email at zion.lutheran@snet.net  

One more way to help: 
If you are donating items to Goodwill, please consider adding a Good Neighbor Donation 

Card when you drop them off. The Good Neighbor Donation Card will give credit to St. 

Vincent DePaul’s in Middletown. St. Vincent’s will be able to give vouchers to people in 

need to redeem for merchandise at Goodwill Retail Stores. 

You can get a card from Donna Berndtson 860-342-3804 



Remember to Shop with Amazon Smile 
 

What is AmazonSmile? 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to 

support your favorite charitable organization every time 

you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at 

smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, 

vast selection and convenient shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will 

donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization.  
 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations? 

Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products 

marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save 

purchases and subscription renewals are not currently eligible.  
 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? 

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding 

or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.  
 

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile? 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select a charitable organization to 

receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. AmazonSmile remembers your 

selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.  

Remember: you have to be in the  “smile.amazon.com” website or it 
will not provide the donation. 
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How are you? 
We are in the midst of a never-before-seen crisis in our world.  We are 

forced to keep physically distanced from each other, but that does not mean 

that we cannot be supported spiritually, emotionally and socially by our 

Zion family. 

 

1. Do you need help getting items from the grocery store or pharmacy? 

2. Are you struggling to pay bills, or to purchase groceries and medications? 

3. Would you like to pray together? 

4. Would you like to talk to someone?   
 

If you answered yes: 

Contact Pastor Sara at 678-882-9011 or pastorsara2000@gmail.com 

You can also contact our office at 860-342-2860, or Zion’s Council President, Kathy Richards 

is also available at 860-982-7624.  
 

We are here to help you! 
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Bible Quiz (Answers on page 11) 

Questions and Answers 

1) "Deck the Halls With Boughs of Holly" is one of the most frequently heard carols around the holidays. 

Ironically, it was not originally a Christmas carol. It originated in Wales, was entitled "Nos Galan" and had 

lyrics which bear almost no resemblance to those of "Deck the Halls". For what holiday was "Nos Galan" 

originally sung?  

 New Year's Eve    Epiphany    Boxing Day    Candlemas Day  

 

2) "Jingle Bells" is, without question, the most ubiquitous of Christmas carols, at least in America. It is heard 

countless times each year on television, radio, and in canned holiday music for elevators, shopping centers 

and the like. It was originally penned in 1857 by James Pierpont and was performed at a Sunday School 

children's program; for which holiday was it originally written?  

 Christmas   Valentine's Day  New Years   Thanksgiving 

 

3) In the 19th century, Santa Claus (a.k.a. St. Nicholas or St. Nick) became a feature of Christmastime in 

Europe and America. Around the time of the Civil War, two American songs appeared which celebrated 

this tradition; one was "Jolly Old St. Nicholas", by an anonymous composer & lyricist. The other was 

known to have been written by Benjamin Russell Hanby, a poet and minister who was active in the 

Underground Railroad. Which of these carols did Hanby pen?  

 I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus  Santa Claus is Comin' to Town 

  Up on the Housetop    Here Comes Santa Claus 

 

4) "Oh Tannenbaum" ("Oh Christmas Tree") has a long and varied history. The melody has been used in the 

U.S. on several occasions for state songs. Which state still uses the melody of "O Tannenbaum" for its state 

song?  

 Maryland  Missouri  Delaware   Oregon 

 

5) There are innumerable "Wassail songs" from almost all parts of England. The best-known to most people, 

particularly in the U.S., is "Here We come a-Wassailing". What does "Wassail" mean?  

 Happy New Year!  Merry Christmas  Good wishes!   Good health! 

 

6) According to the "New Oxford Book of Carols", this favorite tune was used as an "envoi" as wassailers 

traveled from one home to the next. Which of these songs is it?  

  Caroling, Caroling, Round We Go   Auld Lang Syne 

  Wassail, Wassail All Over the Town   We Wish You a Merry Christmas 

 

7) In "The Twelve Days of Christmas", the "five gold rings" may originally have been five turkeys.  

  True   False  

 

8) This Yuletide favorite was composed for the 1942 movie "Holiday Inn", although a later movie was actually 

named after it. For fifty years (until 1998), the first recording of this song held the record as the best-selling 

single in any music category.  

 The Christmas Song   Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas 

  White Christmas    Silver Bells 



Save UPC code for these products: 

Save Lids for these products: 

Labels for Education   

NOTE that NEW LABELS  have 

been added and  NOW WE NEED 

THE UPC CODE  and/or the LIDS  of juic-

es. NOT THE FRONT PANELS.    See infor-

mation below. When in doubt, please bring 

in the whole label, or for juice, bring the lid. 

These labels will go to Cromwell Children's 

Home to be turned in for educational  supplies.  

Collect “CAN TABS” 

FOR 

“House That Love Built” 
 

Please continue supporting 

“FAMILIES” staying at a Ronald 

McDonald House, “a Home-away-from-Home”. 

These “tabs” help FAMILIES of seriously ill chil-

dren from all over the world. 

 

All can “PULL TABS” are accepted: Beer, Soda, 

Cat & Dog food, Fruit, etc. 
 

The cost per family to stay nearby a sick child is 

$74.00 per day—equal to 29 lbs. of PULL TABS. 
 

The Grace Guild of Zion would LOVE to Fill the 

Large Jar (Located near the front door) again soon. 

With a twist or two they come off easy. 
 

We have collected over 40 lbs. Of “PULL TABS” 

and will deliver them soon to Ronald McDonald Vol-

unteer House in New Haven. 
 

Thank you to all Zion members who have helped us 

reach this goal. 

 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO  COLLECT  

Attention Grace Guild and Altar Guild 

Members: 

Please take a few minutes to review the 

Women of the ELCA bulletin board by the 

entrance of the church. There are always 

many new opportunities. 

Donate a car… change a life! Get a nice tax de-

duction and help a family in need. Unlike many 

advertised car donation programs, we are not a for

-profit liquidator. Good New Garage is an estab-

lished 11-year old non-profit who has proudly 

awarded over 3,000 vehicles New England-wide. 

All donations qualify for a tax deduction. 

To donate call 1-877-Give-Auto or visit 

www.GoodNewsGarage.org 
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Portland Food Bank 

Food donations for the Portland Food 

Bank must be dropped off at St. 

Mary’s Church, Freestone Ave. on 

Monday-Wednesday-Friday from 

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Please leave the items on the 

table in the school entrance located in the front of the 

church. Currently the Food Bank is not taking any 

clothing donations.  No donations are being accepted 

at the Food Bank. 

Always needed are canned tuna, boxed pasta and pasta 

sauce in cans or jars, baked beans, peanut butter, 

boxed riced, boxed instant potatoes and canned soups. 
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Zion Outreach 
December 2020 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

Pastor Sara Stall Ryan 
 

Zion Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box  202 

183 William Street 

Portland, CT 06480 
 

Telephone 860-342-2860 
 

E-mail:  zion.lutheran@snet.net 

Web site:  www.zionlutheranportland.org 
 

Worship - Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 
 

Council Members:  
Kathy Richards - President  

Paula Brown - Vice President 

Michelle Schneider - Secretary 

Richard Borg, Jr. - Treasurer 

Donna Berndtson -  Financial Secretary 

Other members:  Geri Pearson, Beth Keser, 

Barbara Helming, Phil Olson, Robert Redman, 

Elise O’Brien, Peter Willse 
 

Mission Statement 

As members of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

We exist to honor and proclaim the life of Jesus 

Christ through our words, actions and deeds. 

WORSHIP BULLETINS 

 

Worship bulletin are prepared each week to read along 

with Zion’s on-line worship service. You will find them 

on Zion’s website, or you can click the link under the 

YouTube video.   
 

You will find the service on Facebook Live at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday morning and approximately 24 hours later on 

YouTube or anytime after that.   
 

Make sure to type: zion lutheran church portland ct in 

the search bar. 
 

December 2020 Calendar 
 

December 6, 2020 Second Sunday of Advent 

 9:00 a.m. Online Worship   

 

December 13, 2020 Third Sunday of Advent 

 9:00 a.m. Online Worship   

 

December 20, 2020 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 9:00 a.m. Online Worship   

 

December 24, 2020 Christmas Eve 

 5:00 p.m. Drive-through Holy Communion   

 

December 27, 2020 First Sunday of Christmas 

 9:00 a.m. Online Worship   

Questions and Answers 

 
Quiz: Answers  
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1) New Year's Eve  

2)  Thanksgiving 

3) Up on the Housetop 

4) Maryland 

5) Good health! 

6) We Wish You a Merry Christmas 

7) True 

8) White Christmas 


