
P.O. Box 4920, Window Rock, Arizona 85515

May 6,2428

Navajo Nation Council
The Navajo Nation
Window Rock, Arizona 86515

Ref.: CARES Act Funding forNavajo Small Business and Entrepreneurs

Dear Honorable Council Delegates:

On behalf of the Dineh Chamber of Commerce ("DCC"), a 501(c)5 non-profit organization
representing Navajo-owned businesses on and offthe Navajo Nation since 2013, I am pleased to
submit to Navajo Nation leadership - the Navajo Nation Council and the Navajo Nation Office
of the President and Vice President - comments regarding the $500-$600 MM CARES Act
Coronavirus Relief Funding that is scheduled to be sent this week to the Navajo Nation for
Covid- 1 9 relief purposes.

First, DCC is pleased that the Navajo Nation has asked for public cornment on this important and
historic action. Although the Covid-l9 pandemic is a tragic and a horrific situation, like the Long
Walk, the outcome will demonstrate Navajo's resiliency and these funds will offset the resources
expended on the pandemic and will set the foundation for economic recovery for our great
Navajo Nation. DCC understands the urgency but recommends public hearings at the Chapter
level as this pandemic has impaeted every aspect of Navajo life.

Second, a $500-$600 million funding injection for the Navajo Nation is a very small amount for
what the pandemic has revealed. The Navajo Nation, as great as she is, needs better
infrastructure, a better health care system, an integrated economic system allowing
independence, and many other improvements. The Dineh Chamber of Commerce inthis regard
recommends the Navajo Nation to focus on expenditures &at invests inNavajo's future. Every
cent expended should be towards a Navajo Nation economic recovery plan and vision.

And thfud, the DCC, relative to the Navajo business sector, recommends the following uses
(investment) of the funds:

. The Navajo small business is severely impacted by the pandemic and despite other
parts of the CARES Act intended for the business assistance, ourNavajo business did
not benefit. As such DCC recommends a Navajo Small Business Relief Fund where
every small business Navajo owned receives a nominal arnount like $10,000 per



business. DCC believe there are at least 1,500-2,000 bonafide Navajo businesses thus
costing $25,000,000.

. The Dineh Chamber of Commerce is a non-profit organization of the Navajo Nation
and would like assistance to further improve and grow the Navajo business sector.
Accordingly, DCC would like assistance in the amount of $1,000,000 that will be
used to support and invest in the Navajo small business sector that is vitally needed.

. DCC is supportive of other business development providers including the Change
Labs organizatian. DCC recommends an inves&nent in the amount of,$1,000,000 to
allow Change Labs and DCC to assist Navajo vendors recover and grow.

. The pandemic has resulted in creation of new businesses (e.g. manufacturing of face
masks) and as such DCC recommends a $500,000 allocation to the Navajo Nation's
Regional Business Development Offices to allow them to serye current and new
Navajo owned businesses. DCC will partner with the NN DED to assist with
business management, operation and technical issues that are required to achieve full
recovery.

. Last, Navajo businesses need PPE when the doors are allowed open. DCC
recommends ample PPE allocated to Navajo businesses that in turn can be provided
to customers to protect themselves, other customers and the employees of the
businesses. PPE is very expensive but at least $5,000,000 should be allocated for
Navajo business use.

These are the current wish list of the DCC made on behalf of the Navajo small business that can
assure Navajo leadership that every cent should be based in investment principle. This amount
of $31,500,000 represents 5.25Yo of the $600 million CARES allocation to the Navajo Nation for
recovery from the imFact of the COVID-I9, a very small amount for significant gain toward
private sector relief and self-sufficiency.

DCC is pleased to submit the above comments and would like to be included in the next phase of
dealing with the recovery from the Covid-19 impact. The Navajo Nation on several occasions
has eluded to inclusion in the recovery discussions. We will appreciate the invitation to sit atthe
table to help chart the new normal that will require a great deal of cankibution from the small
business sector as we prepile for our unknown future.

Respectfully bmitted,

ry, Chairman

Board of Directors Dineh Chamber of Commerce


