
this summer! Thank you to all who sponsored a new member. 

I hope to see you virtually at the Texas Association of Symphony Orchestras 
conference on April 10. Tickets are just $20, and you can watch and learn 
from your home or work. Register at www.tasovolunteers.com.

Have you registered for the May Day Tea Party & Style Show? This fun, 
virtual event will bring you the entertainment of our precious models and all 
the fun of a spring tea party. Register and sponsor this event today!  

The Youth Leadership Council has been busy preparing our high school 
students for a future in leadership with February addresses from Kori Gough 
with Partnerships for Children and Christine Albert with Swan Songs. 

Mark your calendar for a Crescent City Celebration at the 66th Annual Jewel 
Ball on September 18, 2021. The weekend will kick off with the fashion 
luncheon the day before. Discounted member tickets are only available this 
spring while we register for dues renewal. 

Finally, I want to thank the WSL membership for your support during this 
unprecedented year.  Leading this organization has been an honor of a 
lifetime and I’m incredibly proud of our support of the WSL and the 
Symphony. This year we have been able to help fund the ASO’s musicians, 
virtual concerts, and virtual educational programs reaching more than 65,000 
area children this year. What amazing statistics during this unusual year! 

Thank you again for your time, energy and enthusiasm.  I look forward to 
seeing everyone back next year! 

Jené Bearse
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What an exciting time in the Women’s Symphony League! 
This spring we are welcoming our 2021-2022 New Member 
class, gearing up for the 10th anniversary of our children’s 
style show, creating future leaders with Youth Leadership 
Council, and making plans for the 66th Annual Jewel Ball! 

We’re excited to welcome 44 phenomenal Austin women as 
new members who will join us when our fiscal year begins

Take
Women’s Symphony League of Austin  

Spring 2021

1

President’s Letter



Sponsorships: Options Range From 
$100 - $5,000

Sponsorships include recognition online 
and during the event, party favors, and 
amazing treats delivered to your door, 

and of course, MODEL SPOTS (while they 
last). 

Register and secure your 
sponsorship at 

www.wslaustin.org today! 

Questions? Contact Co-Chairs 
Rebecca Gindele

rebeccagindele@gmail.com
Shannon Owen

shannonowen@hotmail.com
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Join us for our 
Signature Spring 

fundraiser! 

Celebrate the 10th

Anniversary of Red Haute 
with the May Day Tea 
Party and Style Show 

Reserve Your May Day Tea Party & Style Show 
Sponsorship Today and Mark Your Calendar for May 2! 

Tickets: Every Member May Attend 
Virtually at No Cost

We look forward to hosting you at home 
on your own, or gathering with friends, 

to watch our young ladies and gentlemen 
walk the runway, while enjoying some 

crumpets and tea.  A lovely time will be 
had by all...with a few surprises, of 

course!

May Day Tea Party and Style Show is a 
benefit of WSL membership. Member 

support is critical to the event’s success. 

Save the date, gather your party people 
(if desired) and register TODAY!

* Registration is required to plan for the 
delivery of party favors to WSL members.



Red Haute – So Hot! 
A Decade of Love, Music and Children’s Fashion 

Left: 2013 Red Haute Chair Tina 
Kemmerer and WSL President 
Sharon Wilson. They later 
received an award from the 
League of American Orchestras. 

Right: 2015 Red Haute “Love is 
in the Air” co-chairs, Sinem
Szygenda and Lisa Tully with 
Debbie Esterak, Celeste Hubert, 
Jennifer Johnson, Vanessa Tufto
and Becky King 

Above: 2019 Red Haute “Hats 
off to Love” co-chairs Kelly 
Reynolds and Valerie Caldwell 

Above: Red Haute model Nora 
Catherine Gindele with great-
grandmother Hattie Ayers 

Above: 2012 First Annual Red 
Haute co-chair Elizabeth 
Sullivan with daughter, Caroline 

Right Top: 2020 Red Haute “All You Need is 
Love” co-chairs Megan Haywood and Tara 
Akins

Right Bottom: 2012 First Annual Red Haute 
models Audrey Rose, Avery de Jong and 
Ireland Rose

Left: 2015 Red 
Haute “Queen of 
Hearts” co-chairs, 
Nicky Duewall and 
Celeste Hubert
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Board Member Spotlight
Kelly Mahmoud, Treasurer 

By Emily Lindley, WSL Member

How many years have you served in the WSL?
Only 2 1/2!

Do you have other family members in the WSL or 
affiliated organizations?
No, but Jené Bearse and I were pledge sisters 31 years 
ago at the University of Texas and I have many friends 
in WSL. I also learned that the Treasurer-Elect, 
Araminta Sellers, and Financial Development VP, Katie 
Kaighin, and I all went to the same high school. I am 
older than Araminta and Katie, but I still find all the 
connections serendipitous.

What has been your favorite or most rewarding 
placement or committee?
The one and only placement I have done is Treasury. I 
was a new member, then Treasurer-Elect, and now 
Treasurer. I love this position because I get a behind 
the scenes look at the amazing generosity of our 
members. WSL raises an impressive amount of money 
for the ASO.
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How do you hope to support the ASO and WSL 
during this unique season?
I have been blown away by our members' focus on 
the WSL mission to financially support the ASO. WSL 
raised close to $90,000 when members donated 
their Jewel Ball tickets to help the ASO "play on" and 
members rallied to raise over $50,000 with Yule Ball. 
I try to do my part by providing the treasury support 
to initiatives like these.

Is there anything else you would like the WSL 
membership to know?
I grew up in Austin and some of my fondest 
childhood memories are spending the 4th of July on 
Auditorium Shores with my family and the ASO.

What do you hope for the future of the WSL?
I hope that all members embrace the opportunity by 
getting involved. It is fun and rewarding to raise 
money for a good cause with new and old friends.

Left Photo:  The Mahmoud family at the 2018 Jewel 
Ball from left to right—Kelly; son Samuel and as a 
trainbearer; Kelly’s mom, Lucy Ditmore; daughter and 
2021 Belle, Maddy; daughter and 2021 Belle, Charlotte; 
husband, Basil; and mother-in-law, Jane Mahmoud.

What has been a 
highlight in your 
time in the WSL?
I loved Jewel Ball my 
first year when one 
of my daughters was 
a Belle and my son 
was a 
Trainbearer. Both 
grandmothers 
attended the Ball
and we had an 
amazing family night.



Silver Member Spotlight
Pam Bell 

By Jennifer Bell, President-Elect 
Volunteers have been integral to the success of the 
Women’s Symphony League of Austin since its 
creation in 1953. Pam Bell first experienced 
volunteering for the arts as a child with her mother, 
Billie Roberts, who was a member in the San Antonio 
Symphony League. Pam has had a lifelong love of the 
Symphony, volunteering, and classical music. So, it 
was no surprise that in 1972, she was eager to join 
the Women’s Symphony League of Austin.

Pam was sponsored by Marietta Brooks and Cleon 
Creer. Her first major volunteer position was as the 
Newsletter Chair back when computers were first 
installed in the Doyle House. She had no idea how to 
use one! Kathy Puckett, still a WSL member and a 
close friend, taught her how to use the computers.

Some of Pam’s favorite WSL memories are 
volunteering for the Children’s Concerts and the 
Children’s Day Art Park. She loves to see the 
excitement of the children, and to see them dressed 
up. It always brings back memories of her childhood 
experiences at similar events. She has also been on 
the Jewel Committee since 2001 and has enjoyed 
being a host couple with her husband, Henry, for 
many years. In 1997, she enjoyed chairing the 
Symphony Designer Showhouse with Deb Davis 
Groves and Penny Powell. Pam also led the effort to 
rewrite the Bylaws in 2000 during her time as 
President-Elect. Over the years, Pam has spent 
countless hours volunteering in a variety of ways, 
enjoying her WSL experiences along the way.
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She was involved with organizing Jewel Ball seating 
with Margaret Danforth for several years. She also 
chaired the Jewel Ball auction on multiple occasions. 
She has particularly enjoyed spending time with her 
WSL friends making decorations for the Jewel Ball. 
Following in the footsteps of her mother, she involved 
her two children in WSL volunteer activities.

When Pam was asked to be the WSL 2001-02 
President, it was a most honored moment as well as a 
most challenging. The 2001 Jewel Ball was scheduled 
to be held in September of 2001, a couple of weeks 
after the tragedy of 9/11. The hard decision had to be 
made on whether to hold the Ball as planned, and if 
so, how to do so with sensitivity to all those affected. 
The Ball was a success and Pam led the WSL through 
this difficult time with resilience and grace.

Pam has been an active member throughout her 49 
years in the WSL, treasuring the people she has met 
through the Symphony and feels strongly of the 
importance of giving back.

Pam loves going to the 
Jewel Ball and has been a 
generous sponsor over 
the years. Her daughter, 
Reggie, was a Princess in 
1991, and her son, 
Cuatro, was an escort 
several times. They both 
participated in Junior 
Royalty, as well as her 
three grandchildren, 
Henry, Tennie and Jack. 

Left: Pam and Henry with 
grandchildren, Jack McFarland, 
Henry Bell V and Tennie 
McFarland at the 2018 Jewel 
Ball. 
Right: The Bell family at the 
1991 Jewel Ball with when 
daughter Reggie Bell McFarland 
was a Princess, son, Henry Bell 
IV was a Beaux with Pam’s 
parents and aunt and uncle. 
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Results Show Friendships and Support of ASO as Top Priorities

Right:  Sandy Alcalà, Strategic 
Planning Chair, created this word 

cloud which represents the 
professions of WSL members.

By Jené Bearse, President 

Thank you to the 145 members who 
completed the member survey in early 
2021.

Sandy Alcalá, Strategic Planning Chair, 
analyzed the survey results to conclude 
that the main reasons members join and 
stay in the WSL are for friendships and to 
support the Austin Symphony Orchestra. 

The survey collected data on WSL’s 
membership demographics, volunteer 
opportunities, fundraisers, business 
affairs, marketing and use of technology.

The survey found that this year’s favorite 
events thus far were Symphony Sips and 
Yule Ball. Symphony Sips, organized by 
Meetings Co Chair, Celeste Hubert, are 
informal gatherings of members in front 
and backyards. Yule Ball was our holiday 
party which turned into a virtual 
fundraising event that raised $50,000 for 
the ASO. 

The survey represented all ages of WSL 
women. Fifteen percent of the 
respondents are in their 20s, while 32 
percent are in their 50s. Fifteen percent 
of the respondents are 70 years or older. 

Level of Education

The ladies who responded to the survey are an educated 
group with more than 86% having a college degree.

Finally, the survey revealed that our members enjoy their 
membership for many years. Twenty-two percent of those 

who responded had been in the WSL for more than 20 years. 

Years in the WSL
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Eledith Falk and Family 
A Multi-generational Legacy in Decades of Service

the name tags for the Knights of the Symphony. Eledith’s father, Earnest, was a member of the Knights of 
the Symphony for approximately 40 years, serving as Lord Chancellor XVIII and King Brio XXII.  

Eledith joined WSL in 2008 and immediately dove right into service. In 2009-2010, she served on Jewel Ball 
Committee as Trainbearer Co-Chair and then on the Executive Committee as Jewel Ball Chair-Elect in 2011-
2012. In 2012, Eledith chaired the “America the Beautiful” themed Jewel Ball. Of her many memories in 
WSL, serving as Jewel Ball Chair stands out as her favorite. With so many aspects to coordinate, Eledith
loved seeing the many talents of the women of WSL come together to create a truly beautiful and 
meaningful evening, always while having great fun together. She especially enjoyed the fun of working on 
the creative side of planning Jewel Ball. Eledith will always remember how exhilarating it was to walk into 
Palmer after the backdrop was placed and the other decorations were brought in. Such joy to see the hard 
work and creativity of so many come together! Another notable memory was the Jewel Ball luncheon 
when eight "First Ladies" of the WSL were honored, beginning a new fundraising idea which then led to 
Honorary Chairs over the next several years. (Continued on page 8)

By Amy Sims, WSL Member

This spring we are continuing to highlight one of the many multi-
generational families of Women’s Symphony League. These families have 
given of their time, treasure, and hearts for decades and have carried 
forth a tradition of service and generosity that has enriched the culture of 
Austin and our community through their support of the Austin Symphony. 
The rich heritage and legacy passed on through the families of its 
members over the generations undoubtedly contribute to the strength of 
the Women’s Symphony League and will continue for generations to 
come. This article features the legacy of member Eledith Falk.

Eledith’s involvement in WSL began during her childhood through her 
parents, Margaret and Earnest Walker. Her mother, Margaret, served as a 
member of WSL for approximately 15 years and during those years, she 
made quite a mark (literally!) on the WSL. Margaret hand calligraphed 
name tags for the WSL, as well as the signs for the Jewel Ball and all of

Eledith’s parents, Margaret 
and Ernest Walker at a Knights 
of the Symphony party. 

Left: Eledith and Michael with 
daughter Katherine as a 2017 
Jewel Ball Maiden 

Right: Eledith’s son, Cooper, 
when he served as a 
Trainbearer in the 2012 Jewel 
Ball to Christina Baselice, 
daughter of Julie and Mike 
Baselice



After chairing the Jewel Ball, Eledith took on several leadership positions on the Executive Committee until 
taking the role of President in 2017-2018. Not surprisingly, Eledith’s most rewarding placement of her time in 
WSL was serving as President. It was as President that she fully learned about all of the aspects of the 
organization, not only the many ways that WSL supports the community, but also the numerous jobs that get 
done year-after-year by the dedicated members of WSL. Seeing how many areas of the community are 
enriched by WSL was a great source of joy and pride for Eledith. 

In addition to serving in just about every leadership capacity, Eledith has also supported the WSL through her 
family’s involvement. Her husband, Michael Falk, has been a member of Knights of the Symphony since 2000, 
and served as Vice Chancellor in 2014, 2015, and 2016. He then served as Chancellor of Ceremonies in 2018, 
2019, and 2020, and is now serving as Deputy Lord Chancellor. Their daughter Katherine has been a 
Trainbearer, Maiden and Belle, and will participate in the Royal Court in 2021. Katherine was also a member 
of the Youth Leadership Council and got an early start volunteering with her mom on lots of WSL work! Their 
son Cooper has been a Trainbearer and Squire and will be a Beau in the 2021 ball. He, too, has done his share 
of volunteer work on behalf of the WSL! 

Although she was inspired by all of the members she has worked with throughout the years, Eledith was 
greatly influenced by Sonia Wilson, especially during her time as Jewel Ball Chair. Not only was she inspired 
by Sonia’s contagious enthusiasm, she was also amazed by her “head for business” and ability to get things 
done, especially her ability to ask for money! Relationships such as these are one of the greatest treasures in 
serving Women’s Symphony League, and Eledith is hopeful that the WSL will continue to be a fun group of 
women, who, as a cohesive group, work to support the ASO for generations to come.

(Eledith Falk and Family, continued from page 7)
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WSL Yule Ball Puppies: Where are they now?
Left: Lily Speir had a big 
Christmas being the newest 
member of the Speir family 
following Yule Ball. Were all 
those presents for her? Thank 
you, Anna Marie for your 
generosity and loving spirit! 

Right: Lexington Edwina 
Snoopy Szygenda III, or 
lovingly called “Lexi” for short, 
has quickly become a beloved 
part of the Szygenda family.  
Thank you, Sinem for your 
generous support of Yule Ball! 



On behalf of the 66th Annual Jewel
Ball Committee, we are thrilled to invite
you to join us at the Fairmont Austin on
September 18th, 2021, for a “Crescent
City Celebration,” as we gather to toast
one of the most unique, historic, and
beloved places in the world: New
Orleans.

There are two other events planned as
part of Jewel Ball festivities, first Soirée
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Mark Your Calendar 

September 5 Soiree Dansante (Teen event)
September 17 Jewel Ball Fashion Luncheon
September 18 66th Annual Jewel Ball 

Dansante which will occur on September 5th, 2021 at The Junior League of
Austin’s beautiful new Community Impact Center.

Additionally, we are looking forward to hosting you at the WSL Fashion
Luncheon which will be held at the JW Marriott Austin on September 17th,
2021.

Laissez Les Bon Temps Rouler,
Meredith and Stacey

Chairs, 66th Annual Jewel Ball

Thank you 
2020-2021 Take Note Newsletter 

Committee
Megan Haywood, Vice President of Business Affairs

Amy Sims, Lead Writer
Jené Bearse
Jennifer Bell
Eledith Falk

Emily Lindley
Kelly Reynolds
Ellen Williams



Texas Association of Symphony 
Orchestras Conference
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By Beth Grimm, WSL Board Member 
and TASO Representative 

The WSL is an award-winning member of the 
Texas Association of Symphony Orchestras 
(TASO), and we are excited to have the 
opportunity to attend their first virtual 
conference. Register today for the TASO 
Virtual Conference on Saturday April 10.  

The content of the conference is applicable to 
all non-profits, and the registration fee is only 
$20.  Visit the TASO website, 
www.tasovolunteer.com, to register and pay 
online. 

Karin Cox
President of Hartsook Companies
“Leaning into the Headwinds:
Orchestrating Sustainable 
Fundraising”

Karin Cox has helped Hartsook clients raise 
hundreds of millions of dollars through 
customized, research-based counsel and 
guidance. She is adept at drawing out the 
potential in nonprofits and providing the 
confidence and competencies they need to 
raise more money than they ever thought 
possible. Karin has served in senior 
leadership roles in nonprofit and business 
sectors, and is an author, frequent presenter 
and senior consultant.

Karin is the author of Fundraising Leadership: 
The Essential Guide for Nonprofit Board 
Members Who Want to Make a Lasting 
Difference and co-author of Events 
Fundraising (forthcoming spring 2020, DSC, U.K.) 
and $231 Billion Raised and Counting. She 
developed the widely adopted Cox Grid, which 
was first presented in her “Fundraising Events” 
chapter in Fundraising Practices and Principles, 
the definitive fundraising text published by 
Jossey-Bass. Karin has a Master of Fine Arts in 
Creative Writing.

Register at www.tasovolunteer.com



As we plan for the upcoming 2021-2022 year, we hope you choose to renew your 
membership in the WSL. Please go to the member homepage at www.wslaustin.org to pay 
your dues. Per our policies, dues are due on March 1. Starting April 1, the late fee increases 
from $25 to $50 so don’t delay. *Silver member late fee remains $25. 

The WSL was pleased to extend an invitation for 
membership to 44 outstanding women. Thank you 
to the following active members who sponsored a 
new member for 2021-2022. 

Jené Bearse
Stacey Brewer
Charlotte Brigham
Tiffiny Britton
Sheridan Butler
Kate Doner
Allison Forester
Mildred Hammond
Megan Helmbrecht
Marissa Hogan
Liz Howard
Natalie Hudson
Celeste Hubert
Jennifer Johnson
Katie Kaighin
Julie Lee
Martha Liner

Courtney MacDonald
Kelly Mahmoud
Catherine Mattingly
Shannon Meroney
Robin Miller
Regina Munson
Illisa Nolan
Ashley Nwonuma
Julia Null
Leslie Pardue
Cecily Rodman
Carrie Semple
Alexis Simon
Amanda Spearman
Stacy Toomey
Kerry Ugarte
Meredith Wood

Symphony Sips

A special thank you to Recruitment 
Chair Regina Munson for your work in 
recruiting our 2021 New Member 
Class. And thank you to Andrea 
Jacobs for designing the 2021 door 
hanger and to the following members 
for delivering them: Celeste Hubert, 
Jennifer Bell, Araminta Sellers, Eledith
Falk, Leslie Pardue, Carrie Semple, 
Melissa Billman, Stephanie Wilson, 
Natalie Hudson.  We appreciate you! 

We are looking forward to gathering with you very soon. Please contact 
Celeste Hubert if you would like to host a Symphony Sips this spring. 
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Final Notes
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P.O. Box 5998
Austin, TX 78763

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April

April 5— Board of Directors Meeting 12:00pm (V)
April 9-16— ASO Concert “ASO Anthology” (V)
April 10— TASO Conference (V)
April 12— General Membership Meeting 6:30pm (V)

May
May 2— May Day Tea Party & Style Show 2:00pm (V)
May 12— General Membership Meeting 6:30pm (V)
May 15— ASO Concert “Moonilight Moods” at 
Moody Amphitheater  

TBD **Watch for Punchbowl invitation to Jewel Tea

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

A volunteer sign up for the May Day Tea Party 
and Style Show is coming soon.  As a reminder, 
all Active members are required to volunteer 

with a spring fundraiser. 


