
All our Board and General Meetings will be held via the Zoom app until at least December 15. We hope 
you can join us for our first meeting on September 14 at 6:30 pm. The link will be sent by email. If you 
don’t get our emails and want to watch or listen, please contact Meetings Co-chair Celeste Hubert at 
(512) 507-8956 or celestehubert@gmail.com. We have some surprises in store, so you won’t want to 
miss it! 
 
Because of the pandemic, the Jewel Ball has been canceled and rescheduled for September 18, 2021. In 
the meantime, we are coming up with creative ways to serve the Symphony and raise money for them.  
  
Thank you for your membership in WSL. Every member’s contribution helps us to support the Austin 
Symphony Orchestra during this challenging time for all arts organizations. 
  
Sincerely,  
Jené Bearse, President 
Women’s Symphony League of Austin 
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In these unprecedented times, I have seen a renewed enthusiasm for our 
organization and its mission to provide service and financial support to our beloved 
Symphony. 
  
My number one priority is your safety, and for this reason we will be in compliance 
with the governmental orders to socially distance until it is safe for us to gather. We 
are putting our heads together and coming up with creative ways to find fellowship in 
our small backyard “Symphony Sips” and in our virtual meetings. Another creative 
change is mailing you this first edition of Take Note! If you enjoy getting it by mail, 
please see the bottom of page 4 for subscription information. 

Women’s Symphony League of Austin 
Fall 2020 



Allyson Davidson   
”The pandemic forced an early end to our son 
Collin’s study abroad in Tanzania, our happy 
reunion in Houston pictured above. On the bright 
side, we’ve spent more unanticipated quality 
time together and are cherishing every moment! 

Work and online classes have been challenging, 
requiring long hours in front of the computer for 
all of us, however we’ve managed to find time to 
go on a few hikes, experiment with some 
photography. 

I hope all our WSL members are staying safe 
and weathering these trying times until we are 
able to see one another face to face once again.” 

Naviga0ng	  Summer	  
COVID	  Detours	  
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Enchanted Rock’s reflection 

Megan Helmbrecht’s neighbor was chronicling 
COVID-19 on their street by taking front porch 
pictures. This was right around prom time, so 
her daughter, Sarah put on her best “I’m a 
senior!” face. Inspired by others to do a “Top 
Only” approach to dressing, her husband, 
Michael, even matched the boys boxers to their 
ties. 
  
“It was the most fun we’d had in months. Hope 
it brings someone a smile.”  

	  

Megan Helmbrecht 



 By Jené Bearse 

“To make it through a crisis, you have to be 
comfortable with uncertainty,” said new Austin 
Symphony Orchestra (ASO) Board President Ben 
Bentzin, who began his term on September 1. 
Ben is following in the footsteps of Karen Leeke, a 
WSL member since 1993, who concluded her term 
as president in August.  

Like Karen, Ben has strong ties to the Women’s 
Symphony League. He has stories to tell about 
chaperoning Soiree, and his three children have 
been honored at Jewel Balls from the trainbearer 
stage to Royal Court participants.  

Due to the pandemic, the ASO was forced to 
cancel concerts from March through August. 
Because salaries make up much of their $5 million 
annual budget, the funding from the Paycheck 
Protection Program Act served as a temporary 
bridge to help the ASO survive the first few 
months without having to lay off staff.  

For the benefit of the community, the Symphony 
has planned a full season to mark their 110th year. 
The ASO began by working collaboratively with 
the musicians to adjust their contracts so they 
may perform virtually in the first half of their 
season. 

Bentzin noted that the ASO has not done virtual 
concerts before, “so this is invention.” The first 
concert, which will stream online, is September 
11 and will feature Handel’s Music for Royal 
Fireworks, Copland’s Appalachian Spring, Britten’s 
Les Illuminations and a special orchestral 
arrangement of Lift Every Voice and Sing.  

  

  

 

Symphony	  Needs	  WSL	  Help	  to	  Put	  on	  	  
2020-‐2021	  Season	  

	  
 

“Without financial 
support from our 

donors and from the 
Women’s Symphony 
League, we simply 
could not present a 
2020-2021 season.” 

 
Ben Bentzin 

ASO Board President
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“Our plan is to present performances online this 
fall and then in person in the spring. The season 
subscriptions, individual ticket sales, our donors’ 
contributions, and support from the WSL are all 
essential funding to make this season possible. 
Without financial support from our donors and 
from the Women’s Symphony League, we simply 
could not present a 2020-2021 season.” Bentzin 
said. 
 
The new board president hopes that the 
community will rally together to support the ASO 
so the musicians can continue to perform for the 
public, while maintaining safety for the audience 
and performers. They have contingency plans for 
the uncertainty that lies ahead.  
 
When asked about the educational programming, 
Bentzin stated that this remains an important part 
of the ASO’s mission. They are working with 
school district partners to find the best solution to 
share the programming with students this spring.   
Bentzin referred to the WSL as the wind under the 
ASO’s wings and thanked our membership on 
behalf of the ASO Board of Trustees.  
 



Melissa Jackson joined the WSL 40 years ago.  Her 
sister, Missy Harris, former WSL President and Jewel 
Ball Chairman, nominated her for membership, and 
once in, there was no stopping Melissa. Over the 
years Melissa has served in several roles volunteering 
in a number of different capacities. She will tell you 
the highlight of her time in the WSL has been getting 
to know and work with our incredible members. For 
her there’s nothing like building an auction platform, 
making table decorations, or working shifts to form 
friendships. Friendships that she would have never 
formed if not for working side-by-side for the benefit 
of the ASO. 

Her favorite placement was serving as Jewel Ball 
Chair in 1983, “Once Upon a Time.” It was a fairy tale 
ball and Her Majesty, the Queen, Sharon Wilson, was 
presented in a carriage pulled by footmen. When 
Melissa received a call from WSL President, Marion 
More, asking her to serve, she did not know 
her. What started as a call from a friendly voice, 
turned into a special friendship that continues to this 
day. Melissa is a true ‘gem’ for volunteering every 
year by teaching the Royal Court how to properly bow 
on the Jewel Ball stage.  

Not only is Melissa heavily involved in the Jewel Ball 
every year, but it now serves as a family affair for the 
Jacksons. Her son, Wroe Jackson, now a familiar face 
and voice, has served as the master of ceremonies of 
the Jewel Ball for the past several years. Wroe is a 
member of the Knights of the Symphony and is a Vice 
Chancellor. Her husband, Frank Jackson, is also a 
member of the Knights of the Symphony and was 
Lord Chancellor LI. Between Melissa’s sister, who 
initially got her involved, herself, and her family, the 
ASO is truly lucky to have support of the Jackson 
family. All of this stems from Melissa’s upbringing. 

Member	  Spotlight	  
Melissa	  Jackson	  

By Emily Lindley, WSL Member 
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Her sister Missy helped to instill in her confidence 
that she had skills to do things she might not 
have tried before. In addition, her parents, who 
were very involved in the Austin community, 
taught Melissa that the giving back of time and 
talent was a responsibility and privilege. 
 
When asked how Melissa has seen the WSL 
change over the years, she will tell you that the 
organization has become very professional. She 
notes that most of the new members are 
professional women who bring great skills and 
talents to the WSL. She could not be more 
delighted that the WSL continues to attract such 
outstanding women who are willing to volunteer 
their time to the mission. 
 
Melissa has excellent perspective in looking to 
the future of the ASO and the WSL. She says, 
“the WSL has been successful for 67 years and 
will continue to be. When other organizations 
have declined and ceased to exist, the WSL 
continues to grow and be stronger. The WSL is 
filled with energetic and creative women who 
come up with new and exciting ideas to succeed 
as our times change.” 
 
Let’s all follow this silver member’s lead and 
strive for continued success, camaraderie and 
educating our wonderful community about the 
joy of music. 
	  

Melissa and Frank Jackson 
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By Ellen Williams, WSL Member 
  
How has COVID affected the Austin Symphony Orchestra? 
We are planning to do virtual concerts for the rest of the calendar year. Two 
out of the three Masterworks concerts have been reprogrammed, because 
we cannot have a large orchestra on stage. We can have about 35 players, 
which would incorporate six feet between each player and the size of the 
stage. 

How far in advance do you choose the musical selections? 
Normally, these concerts are programmed about a year and a half in 
advance. So when the concerts were dropped for April and May, they were  

Ready	  to	  Get	  Back	  on	  Stage	  
	  
	  
	  

rescheduled for the future. We rebooked those artists for the 2021-22 season, because we didn’t want to 
penalize the guest artists because of the cancellations.  
 
This September, we were supposed to open the season with a very large piece called The Planets, by Gustav 
Holst, which requires a 100-piece orchestra and an offstage women’s chorus. That piece had to be 
postponed. We reprogrammed so we’d have a chamber orchestra repertoire. We’re doing Handel’s The Music 
for the Royal Fireworks, which is for a group of winds, brass, and percussion; then a piece for soprano and 
string orchestra by Benjamin Britten; and then Copland’s Appalachian Spring ballet, the original version of 
which was for 13 instruments.  
  
Will you substitute in different musicians during the performances? 
This was like a puzzle trying to figure out who was going to play what. Initially, there was grave concern 
about cross-pollination. In other words, the string players playing the Appalachian Spring would not be 
involved in the Britten and would not be involved in the Handel. But the concern was lifted by the players. 
We have a few players playing two out of the three pieces.  
  
Basically, it’s a scaled-down version of Austin Symphony Orchestra. We almost have all of the full-time 
players involved in this program. The only two who got left out were the harp and the tuba, but we’re going 
to feature them as an intermission special performance.  
 
How do you put together the virtual concert? 
A camera crew will film as if it were a PBS concert. We’ll have an on-air host, from KMFA, who will introduce 
each piece. There will be interviews with me and several staff members and musicians.   
 
It will be about a two-hour program, filmed and edited to be a very nice presentation. Subscribers will get a 
link to the video, and people who buy a single viewing ticket will get the link, and they’ll have one week to 
watch the program at their leisure. It’ll be posted for the first time at 7 p.m. on September 11th. 
 
And you will be virtual through November? 
Yes, the first three Masterworks – in September, October, and November – will be virtual. We are planning a 
Pops concert in October with Asleep at the Wheel. We’re working out all the details, which turns out to be 
rather complicated as well. There is concern about singing on stage with the orchestra. We’re trying to figure 
out whether they’ll be in a big plexiglass box separate from the orchestra. We’re also planning our regular 
Halloween program, and that will be online also. If all goes well, we can have an audience back in January 
and utilize the Long Center acoustics at 100% once again. We’re prepared to go in that direction, and we’re 
prepared to change the programs yet again and do what we’ve been doing.  
 

Continued on Page 10 

INTERVIEW	  WITH	  AUSTIN	  SYMPHONY	  
ORCHESTRA	  MAESTRO	  PETER	  BAY	  
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Susan Erickson 
Susan Erickson made jelly from her 
Champenel grapes from her New Sweden 
Farm. 

Lisa Tully 
 
Lisa Tully adopted a new Covid puppy, 
Marley! The puppy was a birthday 
present for her daughter who turned 13 
in “QuaranTEEN”! 

	  

Carrie Connor  
 
Carrie Conner bought two Ebikes at the start of the 
pandemic. She uses them for nearby errands and joy 
rides. She’s always looking for a partner for rides so if 
this is your mojo let her know. She’s got a spare set 
of wheels!  
	  

	  
	  

Naviga0ng	  Summer	  	  
COVID	  Detours	  

Symphony Sips! 
 

WSL members gather at backyard events; this 
one was hosted by Lisa Tully. For more 
information, see page 10.   
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Q&A	  with	  Mary	  Ellen	  Borgelt	  
Corresponding	  Secretary	  

My husband Roger is a member of the Knights and 
serves on the Executive Committee of the Austin 
Symphony Society’s Board of Directors. 
  
What has been your favorite or most 
rewarding placement or committee? 
I’ve loved them all, so it would be difficult to say 
which was a favorite. We’ve loved hosting the WSL 
in our home and serving as hosts to out-of-town 
families of Visiting Jewels.  I also loved the 
experience of arriving with great quantities of 
food, usually home-cooked, for those first years of 
the Orchestra Relations Dinners! In doing 
Correspondence, which first involves informing 
everyone of joys or sadness within the WSL in 
monthly Eblasts. I have found myself quite 
challenged, to say the least, to write about the 
individuals we’ve lost in the past year or so, whose 
love of The Symphony and the WSL has given us 
such joy and unbelievable accomplishment. 
  
What has been a highlight of your time in the 
WSL? 
Everything! . . .  But of course, I would have to 
say hosting the 2016 Jewel Tea in less than a year 
in our new home. We never would have decorated 
it “so quickly” without this deadline!  Nor would we 
have timely restored the 1920s-era baby grand, 
which arrived 30 minutes before Joan was seated 
to play.  Heavy showers greeted a big well-dressed 
crowd, yet an amazingly bright sun noticeably 
filled the windows as the Royal Court was 
announced and underway. The whole thing makes 
me smile.  As one WSL mom arrived, she saw the 
First Lady’s security detail stationed throughout 
the perimeter of our home and said to me, “wow, I 
thought it was a nice home and all but didn’t 
realize it required this level of security!”  (Of 
course, it didn’t!)  Fun and laughter always. 
  

 
Who has been a great influence on you?  (In 
the WSL or otherwise.) 
Many have been a great influence, but without a 
doubt, the founders of Symphony Square, Peggy 
Brown and Jane Sibley, held and still hold great 
influence and I miss them.  I met my husband 
Roger at a Christmas party at the Brown’s but had 
known and loved Peggy and her family before 
then.  I deeply admire what they did. Peggy had 
served as President before I joined, but she is who 
got me involved.  I deeply admire Jane and all that 
she did, so magnificently. 
  
How have you seen the WSL change? 
The WSL has made magnificent change in its use 
of technology and in marshaling the contributions 
of such talents within the League. Its website, its 
communications, event registrations, and even the 
latest Zoom board meeting are state of the art! 
I’ve seen the WSL set and meet higher and higher 
fundraising goals, handle its financials so 
responsibly, and invite so many new and diverse 
members and welcome them.   
  
What do you hope for the future of the WSL 
and/or how do you see the WSL’s role in the 
future of the arts in Austin? 
That the same dedication to The Austin 
Symphony’s success in our City is maintained.  
We’ve had a great ride, and I hope that a love for 
all that we are doing is still there — and is quite 
apparent — when we arrive at the top! 
  
How do you hope to support the ASO and 
WSL during this unique season? 
I hope to support the ASO and the WSL in great 
spirits and in every way I possibly can in this 
unique season.  We will see it through — just with 
great care and wise precautions. 

 

Marci Hand, the mother of Escort Tanner Joseph 
Hand; Ann and Dr. Jon Bush, parents of Amarillo 
Visiting Jewel Katherine Ann Bush; Onesia Wittliff 
Regney of Dallas, Godparent to the Escort; and 
WSL Host Couple Mary Ellen and Roger Borgelt. 

	  

How many years have you served in the WSL? 
Not nearly enough! . . .  I joined in the late 70s, soon 
after college. I was bowled over by the League as it 
was a dynamic group of women of all ages eager to 
welcome a new member and “generous with guidance” 
and almost, parental love, in its quest to support the 
Austin Symphony Orchestra. 
 
Do you have other family members in the WSL or 
affiliated organizations (Knights, etc.)? 
 

Board	  Member	  Spotlight	  
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Seen	  &	  Scene	  
Cherishing	  Our	  Memories	  

	  

Pictured at the 2009 Jewel Ball are (left 
to right): Mike Burgh, Jennifer Burgh 

Owens, Jo Lynne Burgh, granddaughter 
Shelby Owens (train bearer), Wade 

Owens, Adam D’Acierno, (escort) and 
Jewel Ball Chair, Betsy Burgh D’Acierno. 

 

The Board of Directors made the difficult decision to cancel the 2020 Jewel Ball and 
wait until September of 2021 to celebrate the occasion again. The WSL will 
welcome eligible participants from the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 school years at 
the ball on September 18, 2021 at the Fairmont Austin. Since we aren’t celebrating 
at the Jewel Ball this year, the WSL looks back in memory of years past.  

Proud mom, Carole Gasaway 
Nalle (Mrs. George S. Nalle III) 
of past president Karey Oddo, 
who joined WSL in 1973 is 
pictured on the far left.  
Guest Mimi Buzbee (second 
from right) is seen greeting a 
glowing Carole at her Jewel Ball 
table.  
 
Many were active when Karey’s 
grandmother, Anne Byrd Nalle 
(1922-2000) was with us.  
Anne Byrd was one of three 
women, along with Willie Mae 
Strandtmann and Mary Padgett, 
who served a year as President 
(1978-79) and twice as Ball 
Chair (“Circus Ball” 1972 and 
“An Evening in the Park” 1973).  
 
 

September	  2020 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  Page	  8	  

Beautiful Royal Court members including our new 
member, Sheridan Butler Binford, at the 2007 

Jewel Ball. Sheridan is pictured second from the 
right. 



The	  Burgh	  Family:	  
A	  Mul0-‐genera0onal	  WSL	  Legacy	  

	  By Amy Sims, WSL Member  
 
The Women’s Symphony League has endured and overcome 
much in its 67-year history. Through economic recessions and 
now a global pandemic, the women of the WSL have banded 
together with a shared common vision - to provide service and 
financial support for the Austin Symphony Orchestra and the 
many educational opportunities for children and the community 
to further develop an appreciation of music.  
  
One of the unique aspects of WSL that has contributed to its 
success over the years is the rich heritage and legacy passed on 
through the families over the generations. Our membership is 
fortunate to have many multi-generational families whose 
grandmothers, grandfathers, mothers, fathers, sons, daughters, 
and grandchildren have served WSL.  
 
Although there are many multi-generational families to highlight, 
this article features the legacy of Jo Lynne Burgh. Jo Lynne joined 
WSL in 1981 and continues to stay active as a Silver member. 
She has also been a member of the ASO Board until her this past 
year. 
  
Jo Lynne served as President in 1996-97, an experience she 
recalls as her most rewarding during her time in WSL, especially 
the privilege of getting to serve alongside such outstanding 
women. When she thinks back on her days in WSL, Willie Mae 
Strandtmann stands out in her memory as the one who knew the 
answers. If she needed the answer to anything, Wille Mae was 
there and knew exactly what to do. Even though there are 
countless wonderful memories and experiences, Jo Lynne’s 
greatest joy is seeing her children and grandchildren participating 
in many ways to carry on her WSL legacy. Jo Lynne’s hope is that 
the strength of the WSL will continue and carry on to future 
generations. 
  
 
  
  
 

Betsy, Jennifer and Jo Lynne 
in 1997. 

	  

The Owens Family 

Jo Lynne has two daughters who have both participated in WSL as young girls all the way into 
adulthood, as well as sons who have participated in various balls. Her older daughter, Betsy Burgh 
D’Acierno, was active in WSL for several years and served as the 2009 “The Way You Look Tonight” Jewel 
Ball Chair.  
 
Jo Lynne’s younger daughter, Jennifer Burgh Owens, joined as an active member in 2018, but does not 
remember a time in her life without WSL. Some of Jennifer’s fondest memories of WSL as a young girl 
were going to the Doyle House with her mother and pretending that she worked there and helping Willie 
Mae Strandtman serve cake and tea at the Symphony Showhouse. No doubt her highlight was when she 
was presented as Diamond of the Jewel Ball in 1997. The theme was “In the Still of the Night,” and Ball 
Chair Shay Shoop’s son drove Jennifer from the back of Palmer out to the middle of the floor in a vintage 
car for a very dramatic entrance! Jennifer then stepped out of the car onto a red carpet and began her 
walk to the stage.  
 
Not surprisingly, Jennifer’s greatest influence is her mom, Jo Lynne. Jennifer said, “My mom is the 
epitome of what it means and what it looks like to give back and do so with grace. She has given 
countless hours of her time and talent to WSL and ‘too busy’ has never been in her vocabulary. She gets 
the job done, and I am so proud to be her daughter.” Both Betsy and Jennifer have enjoyed sharing their 
love of WSL with their children and watching them participate as Trainbearers, Maidens, and Belles in 
various Jewel Balls. We are grateful for your example and service, Jo Lynne, Betsy, and Jennifer! 
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Interview with Peter Bay continued from page 5, edited for length 

How do you pick pieces of music to suit this 
new format?  
The September and November programs were 
completely redone and the original programs put 
off for later. There’s plenty of music for an 
orchestra of 35 or so. It’s basically chamber 
orchestra repertoire. It turns out there’s a wide 
array of it, whether it’s from the Baroque era, Bach 
and Handel, through Mozart, and there’s lots of 20th 
Century music too that’s very playable by an 
ensemble of the size we need.  
 
The October program is almost exactly the way 
we’d originally planned, which is part of a yearlong 
Beethoven celebration. This is the 250th anniversary 
of his birth. I took out one Beethoven piece and 
substituted with two smaller Beethoven pieces, to 
get more players involved, and reduced the size of 
the string section to shrink the whole orchestra to 
about 39 players, including myself.  
  
How will safety protocols affect the music?  
All the string players will have to wear masks, and 
the winds and brass will be separated by plexiglass 
barriers. Normally, you’d see the strings side by 
side, sharing a music stand. Because they have to 
be separated, everyone has their own music stand 
and turns their own pages.  
 
What are some other safety protocols? 
The day before the first rehearsal, we’re all going to 
get tested, either a blood draw or pin prick, 
because we can get the results back quickly. Then 
there are specific entry and exit protocols, and 
we’re not allowed to socialize and gather during the 
breaks. We have an onsite health expert to make 
sure the protocols are all being followed. If   
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someone screws up, we have to immediately stop 
and leave. There’s a lot on the line.  
 
That is a lot to piece together.  
One of the critical issues is continuing to find 
revenue. We’ll sell some virtual tickets, but it won’t 
be quite the same as when you sell 2,400 seats. 
Our single ticket sales will be hurting quite a bit 
until things return to normal. 
 
But at least we’re playing. A lot of orchestras are 
not doing anything until after the holidays, and 
several orchestras have shut down for the entire 
season. We’re one of the few orchestras that is 
going to perform. 
 
We’re also trying to figure out a way to continue the 
visual aspect after things return to normal. There 
are a lot of people in assisted living who no longer 
can leave to see a concert and who might enjoy a 
program as a link. We’re trying to figure out how to 
make videos available yet not hurt the live 
attendance income. This pandemic has been a 
tragedy, but it has forced us to become more 
creative and figure out alternative ways to continue 
to do what we do.  
  
The Women’s Symphony League wants to do 
all we can to continue in our role of support to 
the Austin Symphony Orchestra.  
We would not exist without the WSL, so we’re really 
grateful for all that you do for us.  
 

 
To purchase tickets, go to 
www.austinsymphony.org  

or call 512-476-6064, ext 3. 
 
	  

Introducing SYMPHONY SIPS, a weekly coffee or happy hour hosted in the front yard 
or by the pool of volunteer hostesses.  Sips are a perfect way for us to safely 
connect during this challenging time. Bring your own everything - beverages, 
breakfast/snacks/dinner, chair, facemask - and enjoy the lovely company of your 
Symphony League sisters in the comfort of a front or back yard.  

To sign up for a Symphony Sips session, go to 
www.wslaustin.org and log in. Click on the link  
that will take you directly to the Sign Up Genius. 
Registration is first come, first serve.  
 
Want to host? Contact Celeste Hubert at 
512-507-8956 or CelesteHubert@gmail.com. 
 

Here are our guidelines: 
•  10 person maximum attendance 
•  $25 donation requested to support the ASO 
•  Socially distance (6 feet) 
•  Bring your own chair & refreshments  
•  Only outdoor meetings allowed 
•  No restrooms available 
	  

	  

A	  New	  WSL	  Tradi0on	  Begins!	  	  
 


