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Structures
the parts of our youth ministry

At the Farmington Church of Christ, we follow a model of youth ministry where the
physical family and faith family are emphasized as the primary environments in
which spiritual formation occurs in young people. We believe this is the model taught
in Scripture, and we want to do all that we can to strengthen these two “pillars” and thus,
spiritually strengthen our young people.
Having said that, research and common sense tells us that there is still a place for agespecific groups and activities.1 In other words, at Farmington we still have a youth
group and still have specific activities for young people. We have multiple groups and
programs (or, “structures”) in place:
• Kids for Christ–our children’s ministry for kids in Kindergarten through
fifth grade.
• Farmington Youth Group (FYG)–our student ministry for young
people grades 6-12.
• Three programs which come alongside those ministries to help teach and
train our young people: Lads to Leaders/Leaderettes, Thursday Bible
School, and our Bible classes.
Allan G. Harkness, “Intergenerational and Homogenous-Age Education: Mutually
Exclusive Strategies for Faith Communities?,” Religious Education, 95, no. 1 (Winter 2000):
54, “Natural diﬀerences exist between generational groups in faith communities, and this
fact cannot, and should not, be ignored.”
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Kids for Christ
We have a lot of events and activities at the Farmington Church of Christ for children
of all ages, but Kids for Christ is our group specifically for children who are in
Kindergarten through fifth grade.
This group functions to provide opportunities for our children who are not yet old
enough to be in the youth group to get to know one another and build relationships
w i t h o n e a n o t h er
outside of worship and
Bible
class.
Throughout the year,
Kids for Christ meets
together for holiday
parties, play days in the
parks, devotionals, and
service projects.

Farmington Youth Group (FYG)
The teenage years are absolutely crucial when it comes to a child’s development, and
during this period of life, our young people are surrounded by various pressures
which can distract and discourage them from faithfully following Jesus Christ.2 With
this in mind, in many ways FYG is the centerpiece of our Youth In Family Ministry.
In Luke 2.41-52, we have the story of the 12-year old Jesus visiting Jerusalem with His
family for Passover, and ending up spending time in the temple listening to the
teachers of the Law and asking them questions.

2According

to the National Study on Youth and Religion (NSYR), after age 12, the
inﬂuence of parents decreases and the inﬂuence of peers, the media, music and social
media become more prevalent. David Briggs, “The No. 1 Reason Teens Keep the Faith as
Young Adults,” Huﬃngton Post, October 29, 2014, http://www.huﬃngtonpost.com/davidbriggs/the-no-1-reason-teens-kee_b_6067838.html (accessed April 13, 2015). This
means that the teenage years are a time which needs special attention.
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At the end of the story, Jesus and His parents return to Nazareth, and Luke says
something interesting: “…Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God
and man” (2.52).
This may seem like a strange thing for Luke to say, because we so often focus on Jesus
being perfect, and it is hard for us to understand how someone who is perfect could
increase in characteristics like wisdom and favor with God.
We must remember though that Jesus was the perfect human, and that humans change
over time. Specifically, children develop and mature as they grow towards adulthood,
and we can see the different areas in which Jesus developed: intellectually (increased
in wisdom), physically (increased in stature), spiritually (increased in favor with
God), and socially (increased in favor with men). Together, these characteristics show
us that the young Jesus developed and matured as a well-rounded person, and we want
to encourage a similar process in each of our young people.
In short, the goal is for our young people to become lifelong disciples of Jesus Christ,
and we want to encourage them to do that by strengthening the influence of their
physical and faith families, and by providing activities that help them grow and
mature to be more like Jesus.
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FYG Calendar
We stay busy in FYG, and have a variety of activities throughout the year which are
designed to help our students grow spiritually, socially, intellectually, and physically.
Furthermore, we seek to provide a balance between age-specific events and those
which encourage interaction between our students and their physical and faith
families.
YEARLY EVENTS
Youth Outreach University (Y.O.U.) is a youth
rally we go to each January along with several hundred
teens from various congregations around the state of
Arkansas.
Located in Conway, Arkansas on the campus of the University of Central Arkansas,
at Y.O.U. our teens get to enjoy an overnight trip, uplifting worship, and can choose
from a variety of classes.
In the spring, we make a big push for our Friends &
Family Day, where we invite family members, friends,
and neighbors to come worship with us and stay for a
fellowship meal.
This is a church-wide event, but is important for our youth group as well, as it
provides an easy opportunity to invite our friends and family members who are not
Christians and share our faith with them.

CONVENTION

The Lads to Leaders/Leaderettes Convention
occurs every year on Easter weekend and is one of our
major congregational events.
We take a group of 80-90 people to support our young
people as they participate in the convention, and it is a
great time of unity and fellowship for those who are able
to attend.
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The ARK Retreat is one of the high points of the year for
many of our young people, and occurs in late spring.
Located near Eagle Rock, Missouri, the ARK is a
weekend-long event where youth groups from several
local congregations join together for a period of fun,
fellowship, praise, study, and reflection.

Jesus taught that service was at the heart of the Christian
life, and to reinforce that idea, each May we have a Day of
Service where we come together as a church family to
serve the community of Farmington.
This event provides a wonderful opportunity for small
children, teens, and adults of all ages to work alongside
one another and to show our love for our neighbors in our community through service.
Many of our young people look forward to late June all year,
when we attend Green Valley Bible Camp.
A week at GVBC lines up closely with our FYG values, as
it provides opportunities for meaningful worship,
challenging Bible study, developing lifelong friendships
with Christians from other places, and a variety of physical
activities.
Vacation Bible School is a big event at the
Farmington Church of Christ, and is one that our youth
group is heavily involved in, as teens work alongside
adults in decorating, as teachers, actors, groups leaders, craft helpers, puppets, and more.
VBS is one of the clearest examples of our entire faith family working together in
service to Christ.
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In late July we have our Summer Youth Trip, which is
our last big event of the summer and combines service
and fun.
Usually we spend a day or two working at one of the
children’s homes which our congregation supports, and
then travel to St. Louis, Memphis, or Branson to go to an amusement park, a zoo, or a
ballgame.
In the autumn, our Fall Festival is an event for the
whole church family where we play games, have a
cookout, and also a Trunk or Treat for the smaller kids.

Another fall event is the Ruth Rally, which is hosted
by the Mt. Comfort Church of Christ in Fayetteville.
The Ruth Rally runs from Friday evening to Saturday
afternoon and is a great time of fellowship and study for teen girls.
The Deeper Youth Conference is a youth
conference located in Fayetteville, Arkansas which we
co-host with the Center Street Church of Christ in
October. A Friday-Saturday event, Deeper is all about
providing an atmosphere for challenging, rigorous Bible study that encourages
students to take their faith to a deeper level.
The FYG Winter Retreat in early December is
another one of the big dates on our yearly calendar.
This Friday evening-Sunday morning event allows us to
get away from everything and spend time together in
study and play as a youth group, and is always a good
time for bringing our group closer together.
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In December, we have our Elf Party, where we “adopt"
20-30 children from our local school district who wouldn’t
have a Christmas otherwise and buy presents for them.
People of all ages meet at our church building, split into
groups, divide the names and information of the children
we have adopted and then caravan to Wal-Mart to shop. Then we return to have a
wrapping party and enjoy snacks and fellowship.
December is a busy month, but we always celebrate the
holidays with our FYG Christmas Party, where we
do a variety of things, but always including good food,
fellowship, and some sort of gift exchange.
MONTHLY EVENTS
One Sunday night per month (usually the third Sunday),
we head down into the country to the church of Christ at
Black Oak, where, along with the Center Street youth
group, our young men help to lead the worship.
Afterwards, we usually head back to Center Street to eat
pizza. Black Oak provides a great regular opportunity
for training for our young men, service, and fellowship.

Each month we also schedule an FYG Devotional.
Our devos are usually hosted in the homes of members of
the Farmington church, and in addition to giving our teens
an opportunity to get to know adult Christians, also provides a laid-back atmosphere
for our youth group members to hang out, share a meal, sing, study God’s word, and
play games.
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WEEKLY EVENTS

fyg bible classes

At Farmington, we have Bible classes for all ages, but also
special FYG Bible classes.

On Sunday mornings, we have separate Junior High
(Grades 6-8) and Senior High (Grades 9-12) classes in
order to allow us to study Scripture at different levels of depth.
On Wednesday nights, all of FYG is combined for one
class called Peak of the Week. Peak of the Week
follows a more laid back format than Sunday morning,
and encourages our students after a long day at school to
come, relax, have a good time, and learn from God's word
together.
We follow a 4-S schedule, beginning with a quick Snack,
Sharing anything exciting or important that is
happening in our lives, Singing a song together, and then
spending the bulk of our time Studying Scripture.
PERIODIC EVENTS
In addition to all of the regularly-scheduled events which have been described already,
at FYG we also have a variety of other events planned
from time to time such as service projects, game
nights, family movie nights, guys/girls nights,
canoe trips, and more.
—❖—
If you would like more information or have any questions about any of these events, feel
free to shoot me an email at lukedockery@gmail.com .
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Supporting Ministries
LADS TO LEADERS/LEADERETTES (L2L)
At Farmington, we have been involved Lads to Leaders/Leaderettes since the year
2000, and gradually, it has become one of our major
ministries. Simply put, L2L is a program which seeks to
train and equip our young people so they are prepared
to be leaders in the church as they become adults.
Throughout the year, our students are grouped with adult
mentors and work on events like song-leading, speech,
Bible bowl, debate, puppets, art, and more, and each year
on Easter weekend, the program culminates with the L2L
Convention, where thousands of young people and adults meet together to compete in
and judge events. The Convention is a lot of fun, but is also a great time of unity and
fellowship for those who attend.
Though technically not a part of our Youth In Family Ministry, L2L does come
alongside it, focusing on many of the same values, with a strong emphasis on parental
involvement and encouraging ties to the faith family.
THURSDAY BIBLE SCHOOL (TBS)
Thursday Bible School is a Bible-based preschool/
Mother’s Day Out program which serves dozens of
children from around our community each year from
September to May. TBS runs on Thursday mornings
from 8:45-11:15 AM and is open for children ages 2-5. It is completely free for all
students as our teachers, helpers, coordinator, secretary and refreshment crew are all
volunteers.
Although most of our TBS kids come from the community, many of our own
members’ children go through it as well, getting more exposure to stories from God’s
word and getting to know the teachers—adult Christians from our congregation—
from an early age. If you have any questions about TBS, feel free to call the church
office at (479) 267-3182.
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BIBLE CLASSES
Education is an important part of becoming a disciple of Jesus, and thus the Bible
class program is a huge ally of our youth ministry. In addition to the FYG Bible
Classes described above, we also provide a full complement of children’s classes.
Bible class enables our kids to get to know the mature Christians who teach them,
and even more importantly they get to know God as He is revealed in the pages of
Scripture.
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