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WORSHIP what’s it all about?
What does the word Worship Mean?
• “Worship is an act of religious devotion usually directed towards a 

deity.” (Wikipedia) 
• Closely tied to the word “worth”, to give worth to something

Is it possible to worship people 
and/or things besides god?
• Unfortunately, yes: 

• Other gods
• Famous people

• Money/Possessions
• Jobs/Careers



WORSHIP what’s it all about?
When we talk about worship, what are we usually talking about?

can you worship even when you are not in church?

what is the Primary purpose of worship? What are some secondary  Purposes 
of worship?

who gets to determine what our worship should be like?



WORSHIP what’s it all about?
what specific acts are included in the worship of the church?
• Lord’s Supper

• Giving

• Prayer

• Singing

• Preaching/Teaching



WORSHIP taking the lord’s supper
Historical backgrounds:
• The Passover–a memorial celebration
• During a Passover, Jesus institutes a new memorial celebration

Important scriptures:
• Matthew 26.17-29; Mark 14.22-25; Luke 22.14-23; 

Acts 2.42; Acts 20.6-7; 1 Corinthians 11.23-32



WORSHIP taking the lord’s supper
a time to remember
• Jesus’ life on earth
• Jesus’ death on the cross
• Jesus’ resurrection from the dead
• Jesus’ representative body, the Church



WORSHIP taking the lord’s supper
Different perspectives

Look BACK to  
Jesus’ death, burial, 

and resurrection

Look AHEAD to 
Jesus’ return

Look INWARD to 
examine ourselves

Look OUTWARD to 
proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes



WORSHIP giving of our means
introduction:
• “Drive-In Church”

Do you think God intends that our commitment 
to Him involve no discomfort or sacrifice?



WORSHIP Giving of our Means
giving in the New testament
• Acts 4.32-37
• 1 Corinthians 16.1-3
• 2 Corinthians 9.6-10



WORSHIP Giving of our Means
(1) giving expresses our priorities
• John 3.16

• James 2.14-17

(2) giving encourages fellowship

(3) giving enables the word of God to spread



WORSHIP Giving of our Means
giving that makes god happy
• Luke 21.1-4

C.S. Lewis: 
“There ought to be 
things we should like 
to do and cannot do 
because our charitable 
expenditures exclude 
them.”



WORSHIP Giving of our Means
(1) giving expresses our priorities

(2) giving encourages fellowship

(3) giving enables the word of God to spread

should teenagers take part when it comes to 
giving in worship?



WORSHIP praying to our father
introduction:
• What if you had a 

direct phone line to call 
the President whenever 
you had a problem?



WORSHIP
scriptures on praying
• The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6.9-13): Jesus instructs His disciples how 

they should pray.

praying to our father



WORSHIP
scriptures on praying
• Philippians 4.6: How do we make our requests known to God?
• Colossians 3.17: In whose name or by whose authority do we pray?
• Matthew 5.44-45: For whom should we pray? Why?
• 1 Timothy 2.1-3: For whom should we pray? Why?
• James 5.16: For whom should we pray? Why?
• James 4.3: What is one reason we sometimes don’t get what we ask?
• 1 Thessalonians 5.17: How often should we pray?

praying to our father



WORSHIP
prayer changes things!

praying to our father

Genesis 18.22-33

James 5.17-18



WORSHIP
When you pray, remember:

praying to our father

A
c
t
s

doration:

onfession:

hanksgiving:

upplication:

praise God for his greatness

ask forgiveness for your sins

thank god for the many blessings in your life

prayers for the needs of yourself and others



WORSHIP
how does god answer prayers?

praying to our father

YES

I HAVE A BETTER IDEA!

WAIT



WORSHIP singing praises to god
introduction:
• Do you like music?
• If so, what do you like about it?
• Music is a form of poetry: poetry can help us express our thoughts and 

feelings in a way that other types of communication can’t.



WORSHIP singing praises to god
singing—a gift to god
• Psalms–the song book of the Jews–contains many different types of songs to 

God:
• Songs of thanksgiving (Psalm 18) 
• Songs of lament (Psalm 44) 
• Songs to remind of God’s salvation (Psalm 135) 
• Songs of repentance (Psalm 38) 
• Songs asking for judgment against enemies (Psalm 35) 
• Songs about wisdom (Psalm 1) 
• Many different types of songs then…and now

• It is always appropriate to sing the truth about God and what He has done 
for us (Acts 16.25)



WORSHIP singing praises to god
singing—a gift to each other
• Singing is a unifying activity (Romans 15.6)
• Think about a noisy child…
• Singing unites us with more than just the people in 

the room (Revelation 19.1-7)



WORSHIP singing praises to god
singing—other scriptures
• Ephesians 5.19
• Colossians 3.16
• Hebrews 13.15
• Matthew 26.30



WORSHIP singing praises to god
what are your favorite church songs?
• What do you like about these songs?

• Usually the songs we like the most we like because of the words and the 
tune–they appeal to our intellect and our emotion.

• For us to get the most out of singing praises to God, it’s important that we 
understand what we are singing about.



WORSHIP
• The New Testament teaches that we are to sing.
• The early church did not use instruments.

• Instrumental music denies the community aspect of worship.

singing praises to god
why do we sing without instruments?

• The use of instruments in worship has caused a lot of division in worship.



WORSHIP preaching & teaching
introduction:
• Why are preaching and teaching 

important things that we do in worship?

• What is the difference between 
teaching and preaching? Is there a 
difference?

• What do you think makes a sermon 
good or bad?



WORSHIP preaching & teaching
scriptures:
• Acts 1.8

• 1 Corinthians 1.18-21

• Romans 10.13-15

• Ephesians 4.11-16

• 2 Timothy 3.16-17



WORSHIP
books which are either quoted in or heavily influenced this study:
• Adams, Mark. The Church of Christ in the 21st Century.

• Lewis, C.S. Mere Christianity.

• Ferguson, Everett. The Church of Christ: A Biblical Ecclesiology for Today.

sources


