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Expectations

behavior and conduct

I am not a huge fan of droning on and on about rules, and really, all of the following 
could be summed up with one verse from Scripture: 

Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the Gospel of Christ…  
(Philippians 1.27, NASB) 

Still, I have been in youth ministry long enough to know that sometimes, 
unfortunate situations arise, and it is important for young people and 
their parents to know what kind of behavior is expected in our Youth In 
Family Ministry (whether we’re talking about FYG trips, Kids for Christ 
events, Bible classes, or whatever). 

We expect each youth participant to conform to the following rules and 
expectations during all activities sponsored by the Farmington Church of 
Christ. It is important for parents and young people both to be aware of 
these expectations prior to attending youth activities with the Farmington 
church, and to understand that young people who fail to comply with 
these expectations may be sent home at their parents’ expense. 

PARTICIPATION 

When a young person attends an event, we expect him or her to participate. 
Examples of not participating would include not listening, having earphones 
in at inappropriate times, refusing to participate in games or activities the 
group is involved in, or announcing to the whole group dislike
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of an event or activity in hopes of ruining it for everyone else. 

Related to participation, it is our strong desire that young people stay for the 
entirety of an event, especially for events like weekend trips or retreats. 
Our events are planned ahead of time with specific goals and schedules in mind, and 
frankly, having students come and go at random times can mess things up. If there is 
some reason that prevents someone for being at an event for the full time, parents need 
to communicate with me well ahead of time. 

BIBLE CLASS BEHAVIOR 

Regardless of age, Bible class is a vitally important time where students 
can learn about God, Scripture, Jesus Christ, and what it means to have a 
relationships with Him and to be conformed to His image. Because of 
this, Bible class needs to be taken seriously.  

In our FYG Bible classes, cell phones are not to be used unless permission 
is specifically given. With this rule in mind, we will always have Bibles in 
class for students to use. If students fail to comply with this rule, the 
teacher may confiscate the phone during class, and will return it to parents 
after the class period; the phone will not be returned to the student. 

All class discussion should be kept on topic. When the teacher or another 
student is talking or reading, others are expected to be quiet. Side 
conversations are not permitted. If talking or derailing the topic becomes 
a problem, the teacher might ask the student to leave class, and if this were 
to occur, he or she will be escorted to their parents. 

APPEARANCE 

God doesn’t care how stylish your clothes are, and neither do I. Having 
said that, there are certain types of clothing which are inappropriate. 

• No clothes that display bad language, sexuality, drug, or alcohol content will 
be allowed. 

• No revealing clothing. No cleavage, midriffs, underwear, or backsides should be 
showing.
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• Shorts must reach the bottom of your fingers when arms are down to your 
side (similar to school rules). 

• Sleeveless shirts must be tight around the arm. We shouldn’t be able to see the 
side of your body through your arm holes. 

• You may be asked to remove certain types of jewelry, chains, etc. if there is a 
question of safety in a certain activity. 

BEHAVIOR 

• No fighting. 
• Respect property (including church property and property of others)—no 

vandalism of any kind. 
• Respect and comply with event schedules. 
• No bad language or questionable slang. 
• No disrespect of authority, even those that aren’t present. We don’t want to 

hear disrespect of parents, elders, teachers, or government leaders either.  
• Obey youth minister, teachers, and adult chaperones. 
• No pranks, unless approved by youth minister. 
• No public display of affection by couples beyond holding hands. This 

prohibits caressing, kissing, laying together on couches, hugging from behind, 
prolonged hugging, etc. 

• No boys in girls’ sleeping quarters or girls in boys’ sleeping quarters. 

POSSESSIONS 

Some events require travel and overnight stays and teens need to pack for 
the event. Other times they might have items with them in their car or 
pocket which may not be allowed at youth group activities. 

Here are some general guidelines: 

• Cell phones. Your teen is certainly allowed to have a cell phone, but at 
certain times may not be permitted to use it. We have already discussed our 
policy about cell phone usage in Bible class, but at other events we may collect 
all cell phones or request that they be turned off for a time.
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• Portable electronics. iPods, portable video game players, DVD players, 
etc., are usually allowed while we are traveling to or from an event, but once we 
are at the event, they should be out of sight and turned off unless permission is 
specifically given. 

• No weapons, fireworks, lighters, explosives, or other dangerous items. 
• No drugs, alcohol, tobacco, or any other illegal substance. 
• No pornography. 
• If you have prescription medicine you need to take, the youth minister needs 

to be aware of it. Information about regular medications should be included 
on the FYG Medical Release form. 

TRANSPORTATION 

• No disruptive behavior while riding in church vehicles or other designated 
vehicles used for transportation. 

• Inform the youth minister or a chaperone before leaving an event. 
• No student is allowed to ride to or from an event with another student unless 

specific permission is given by both sets of parents. 
• Everyone must be in a seat and buckled up (unless in the church bus) while 

vehicles are moving. No sharing seats. 
• No sleeping on other people. 

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 

As a youth minister, it is a privilege to get to know young people and to 
try to help them as they navigate life as Christians. Sometimes students 
share information with me of a confidential nature. Although I value the 
trust of my students, as this handbook has repeatedly emphasized, it is 
parents who are primarily responsible for raising and discipling their 
children.  

With that in mind, as much as I value the trust of my students,  there are 
certain types of secrets that I cannot keep, including illegal activity, abuse, 
self-harm, sexual activity, violence, and threats or claims about any of 
those things. Information like this will be shared with parents, and also 
with the elders of the church as needed.


