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The Death Penalty 

Calls on the Jordanian government to reinstate the 2006 halting of executions until the death 

penalty is completely abolished 

 18 women among 160 sentenced to death in Jordan   

 More than 16 death sentences in Jordan in 2018 

 142 countries (two-thirds of the world) have abolished the death penalty either in their laws 

or in their practice   

Globally, women sentenced to death or ones who are executed make up less than 5% of all 

death sentences   

Jordan is among 56 countries that still applies the death penalty... Women constitute about 

11% of all those sentenced to death 

Amnesty International's 2018 report on the death penalty indicated that the number of known 

executions decreased by more than 30% in 2018, making it the lowest figure recorded by the 

international organisation in the last decade. This is an affirmation that the global trend towards 

the abolition of the most severe, inhuman and insulting sanctions continue to be an urgent one. 

The year 2018 witnessed the application of death sentences in a number of countries despite the 

strong and continued global trend towards abolishing the punishment, with 690 executions 

confirmed in 20 countries, mostly in China, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Vietnam and Iraq. 



 

The report confirms that 142 countries (two-thirds of the world) have abolished the death 

penalty, both in law and in practice. There were 19,336 known individuals on death row globally 

by the end of 2018. 

The number of executions in the Middle East and North Africa region has decreased by 41 per 

cent compared to 2017, with 501 executions compared to 847 in 2017. Saudi Arabia, Iran and 

Iraq recorded 454 executions, accounting to 91 per cent of the total number of the entire region. 

In 2018, Jordan issued more than 16 death sentences against individuals who were convicted of 

various crimes, and more than 160 people, including 20 women, had their death sentences 

upheld and remained in correctional and rehabilitation centres.  During the period between 1975 

to 2016, Jordan carried out more than 1,226 death sentences, including 26 carried out since 

2014.  

Close relationship between poverty and the death penalty 

There is a close correlation between poverty and the death penalty, as people living in poverty 

are the most vulnerable to being sentenced to death. 

Poor women who are marginalized because of their social status are more likely to receive the 

death penalty and are less capable of securing tribal settlements, which results in personal rights 

wavers that w to reduce their punishment whether it is done by them or by their families. 

Poor women in Jordan suffer from many problems and they are denied several rights while the 

phenomenon of 'feminization of poverty' becomes more widespread. In addition, women who 

are on death row are denied the possibility of a reduction in penalty because of their poverty and 

inability to win tribal reconciliations that would result in the victims’ families waving their 

personal rights. Meanwhile, married women who wish to divorce their husbands through khulo 

(iftida – the right for women to divorce themselves in return for monetary compensation) cases 

end up dropping half of the cases because they are unable to pay the dowry all at once as 

stipulated in the law.  

Globally, 106 countries have abolished the death penalty from their legislation 

In its report, Amnesty International emphasises that 106 countries have abolished the death 

penalty in all cases, and eight countries abolished the death penalty for ordinary crimes, while 28 

countries abolished the death penalty in actual practice, and 56 states still use the death penalty, 

with a total of 142 states that have abolished the death penalty in law or are not actually applying 

it. 

Women sentenced to death or ones who were executed make up less than 5% of all those 
sentenced to death   



 

, Penal Cornell Center on the Death Penalty Worldwideg to a 2018 fact sheet from Accordin
Reform International and the World Coalition against the Death Penalty, more than 500 women 
have been sentenced to death and more than 100 have been executed in the past 10 years, while 

the percentage of women sentenced to death or executed was less than 5 per cent. 

The most common crimes for which women are prosecuted and sentenced to death are murders, 
non-violent drug offenses, immoral sexual offenses, armed robbery, kidnapping, sorcery 

offenses, blasphemy and apostasy. 

Women on death row in Jordan …  Psychological suffering due to poverty and social 
marginalisation 

Jordan reinstated the death penalty at the end of 2014, executing 11 people convicted of 
murders, while at the beginning of March 2017, Jordan executed 15 people, most of whom were 
convicted of terrorist offenses making it the first time that such executions had been carried out 

at once since 2006. 

The 20 women in Jordan who are on death row are living under great psychological pressure, 
with many facing the death penalty because the victims’ families are refusing to wave their 

personal rights. 

SIGI indicated that it is pursuing and continues to pursue a number of such cases for the purposes 
of securing tribal settlements, but the poor response of the convicted families failed to secure 
reconciliations because they are unwilling to pay large amounts of money for tribal reconciliation 

if the perpetrators were females. 

SIGI hopes that the Jordanian government will work to stop the application of the death 
penalty, as has been the case since 2006, and to reduce the crimes punishable by death until 

capital punishment is completely abolished. 

Sixth UN Resolution on moratorium on the death penalty 

On 19 December 2016, the UN General Assembly adopted the Sixth Resolution on the 
moratorium on the death penalty. The resolution, which was proposed by 89 member states, 
gained significant political weight because it considered placing the death penalty in the context 

of global concerns regarding human rights, according to Amnesty International. 

The resolution called for declaring a moratorium on executions with the aim of permanently 
abolishing the death penalty, and making strong calls to states that still practices this punishment 
to reduce the number of crimes for which the punishment can be imposed, and to increase 

transparency regarding its use.  

A total of 117 countries voted in favor of the proposal, 40 voted against it, and 31 abstained.  
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