
 

Takharuj: compromise among the inheritors for a sum of money 

28,000 inheritance and takharuj* (disassociation) cases in 2019, of which 7,194 are for 

takharuj, with a percentage of 25% 

Takharuj* refers to the voluntary relinquishment of funds with or without consideration 

and may include all inheritance shares 

SIGI calls for amending takharuj instructions and imposing more restrictions on its 
actions 

SIGI calls for strict actions to prevent women from forced relinquishment of their 

inheritance shares 

Some male heirs avoid going through inheritance procedures for years, while in real life 

they are seizing the whole inheritance 

Takharuj cases increased in 2019 by 60% compared to 2018 

SIGI: The highest ever in Jordan... an unprecedented rise in 

takharuj cases for 2019 
 

Inheritance and takharuj cases for the year 2019 reached 28,553 transfers, 7,194 of them 

were by takharuj, 25.1% according to the annual statistical report for 2019 issued by the 

Supreme Judge Department in Jordan, while the number of inheritance and takharuj transfers 

during five years (2015-2019) reached 123,049, 26448 of which were by takharuj, 21.5%.  

SIGI indicates that the number of takharuj cases in 2019 was the highest ever in Jordan, 

especially since 2006 (the oldest statistics published online and on the Supreme Judge 

Department website), and increased by 60.6% compared to takharuj cases in 2018, with 4,478 

cases.  

SIGI affirms that the expression “conciliation among the inheritors” referred to in takharuj 

actions, indirectly convey the deprivation of many women of their inheritance shares in full 

or in part by all means and methods such as embarrassment and intimidation, which would 

increase the numbers of poor women, as reflected in the statics issued by official agencies. 

Depriving women of their inheritance shares is considered one of the most prominent aspects 

of discrimination against women, and the legislation has done well to place restrictions on 

takharuj transactions, so what came in Article 1 of the regulations for registering takharuj 

arguments for the year 2011 is a very important measure and we believe that it came as a 

result of the several efforts and hard work of CSOs, activists, and feminist organizations who 

went through many cases in this regard. 

 



 

Takharuj: compromise among the inheritors for a sum of money 

SIGI adds that there are many reasons for amending takharuj instructions and imposing more 

restrictions on it, and one of these is the weak commitment of those charged with spending 

on women and children, which are expenses that are not actually sufficient for their 

livelihood, especially siblings who are often waived in their favor, and that of the judiciary are 

satisfied with the minimum in the provisions of alimony (hardly assuming that women will 

seek legal recourse to alimony, especially from siblings as it rarely happens), and increase the 

percentage of women who support their families due to divorce, widowhood, desertion or 

for other reasons. 

SIGI recommends, firstly, the need to limit the traditional mentality and tribal fanaticism 

represented by the males desire not to let the husband and children of the heiress (strangers 

in his opinion) enjoy the inheritance; secondly, to reduce the suffering that women go through 

from poverty and the need to ensure a limit of financial ability that helps and extract them 

from it; thirdly, the need to limit the spread of the material interests and selfishness that led 

to more dysfunctional family, the denial of responsibilities and greed for sisters and 

daughters’ money and the pursuit of all means to seize it; and, lastly, the need to ensure 

women’s property rights to encourage them to be engaged in the economy through 

investment and the establishment of small and medium enterprises. 

Article 1 of the instructions for organizing and registering takharuj in 2011 stipulates that it is 

prohibited to register any public or private disassociation except after three months have 

passed since the death. However, the instructions also stipulated that, “in spite of what is 

stated in item (a) of this Article, it is permissible, with the approval of the Chief Justice, to 

register the public or private disassociation before the lapse of the period referred to in the 

previous Article, if there is a religious or legal justification.” 

SIGI finds that these texts do not help much to achieve the desired result, which is to prevent 

women from being forced to relinquish their inheritance shares, so SIGI proposes 

amendments to these instructions that include raising the period to six months, and 

restricting the possibility of registering takharuj as an exception before the end of the period, 

so that its completion is strictly prohibited and under penalty of nullity if done three months 

before; stipulating the mandatory to bring an inventory of the estate and attach it to takharuj 

transaction, making sure that the specifications of the money and its actual value are known 

to all parties, with acknowledgment of that, and preventing other forms of disposal of the 

inherited money before the end of this period; stricter criminal prosecution of false 

declarations by accepting the price or taking the value of the shares; criminalizing methods of 

pressure and coercion in order to obtain the waiver; nullifying the waiver that is made under 

duress within a period of not less than a year from its occurrence; and ruling for compensation 

for it during the normal statute of limitations.  

  



 

Takharuj: compromise among the inheritors for a sum of money 

SIGI links between the low level of Jordanian women ownership of family assets from lands, 

apartments, livestock, tools and machinery, and their deprivation of inheritance, which leads 

to significant negative consequences for food security and their ability to escape from the 

cycle of poverty and hunger. Thinking of women as partners in the sustainable development 

process rather than victims will benefit everyone and lead to a rapid recovery in food 

production and the elimination of poverty and hunger. 

SIGI believes that depriving women from inheritance, whether by making concessions from 

the parents to their male children, embarrassing heiress and/or putting family pressures 

threat and coercion on women to give up their inheritance rights, in addition to the ignorance 

of their rights and their fear of claiming them. All of this expands the circle of women who do 

not own homes and lands, creating what is known as the “feminization of poverty”, which 

increases the number of poor and marginalized women who are unable to support 

themselves and their families, and they lose the ability to face the burdens of material life and 

many of them fall into legal problems and are exploited in various ways. 

SIGI also warns that another form of depriving women of their inheritance rights is emerging, 

which is the male heirs' reluctance to undertake inheritance transfers for many years while 

actually taking over the movable and immovable property of their testator. 

SIGI calls for raising women's awareness of their rights guaranteed by the Law and the 

heavenly laws, and educating society on the need to abandon “abusive” customs and 

traditions that would deprive women of their inheritance rights and/or of their salaries as 

their husbands take those wages, instead of dumping them with debts and loans, giving them 

the opportunity to work to ensure their economic future for them and their families. 

This paper comes within the framework of the “Enhancing women's economic participation” 
implemented by SIGI and funded by AWDF, aiming to contribute to strengthening guarantees 
of protection and the economic empowerment for women in Jordan, and working to support 
increased economic participation of Jordanian women by raising their awareness of legal 
guarantees related to the protection of their labor and entrepreneurial rights, and securing 
all forms of social protection for them. 

 


