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Israa protected herself and her unborn child from the 

Coronavirus but the carelessness and underestimations 
deprived her of her baby 

What happened with Israa has nothing to do with the 
Coronavirus pandemic’s procedures … it has to do with the 

extent of commitment to professionalism and humanity 

 After four consecutive hospital visits ... Israa loses her 
pregnancy  

 SIGI: Who will secure Sama’s rights after she 

lost her right to life, and who will guarantee her 

young mother's right in physical and 

psychological integrity?  

 Who will secure the rights of other women and 

children 

 
During the Coronavirus and not because of it, a Jordanian mother 
lost her baby because of negligence, competent and irresponsible 
medical errors that resulted from a far-reaching humane behavior 
and performance by a physician at one of Jordan’s hospital.  
During her fourth visits in three days, Israa underwent an 
emergency Caesarean Section by another physician at the same 
hospital to save her life after her unborn child was confirmed dead. 
 
Solidarity Is Global Institute (SIGI) appreciates the Jordanian 
health cadres’ efforts to combat the coronavirus, these same 
efforts that are praised by Jordanian women and men and the 
entire world. Considering the lockdown, the Civil Defense 
Department (CDD) performed its duty fully by transporting Israa, 
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24, to the hospital four times in few days. But a hasty and 
irresponsible decision by a physician led to the disastrous result of 
Sama’s death (the name of the unborn child as her mother and her 
family wanted to give her).  The mother also suffered from severe 
pain and had to undergo a surgery that she still suffers from till this 
day, in addition to the trauma and psychological suffering because 
of the loss of her child. 
 
The details of the incident indicated that the CDD transported 
Israa, the pregnant mother, to a nearby hospital at dawn on 
Saturday, April 11, 2020. Israa was suffering from labor, pain, and 
symptoms of childbirth. In preparation for the arrival of the new 
baby, Sama, Isara’s mother-in-law accompanied her to the hospital 
while carrying a bag of clothes for the expected newborn baby girl. 
Israa was examined by a doctor who said he was not comfortable 
with the mother's health condition and instructed the staff to give 
her fluids. Shortly afterwards, the doctor returned and informed the 
mother that the test he did to her was wrong, and she had to go 
home because the birth date is not yet ripe and the fetus was in 
perfect health. 
  
Israa returned home, but suffered severe pain and was 
transferred, for the second time, by the CDD with no delays to the 
hospital.  But the same doctor sent her home although she still 
suffered from an unbearable pain. The mother's third attempt to 
enter the hospital also failed by orders from the same doctor on 
the grounds that the required sufficient expansion to secure the 
birth did not develop, despite being informed that the uterus water 
had begun to come down.  The physician was alerted to the fact 
Israa she was suffering from severe pain and that she had 
previously underwent a Caesarean Section and that the expansion 
he is waiting for may not be possible. 
 
The CDD took the mother to the hospital for the fourth time after 
suffering severely for days, and when the doctor examined her, he 
informed her that the child was deceased.  The news fell on her 
and her husband like a thunderbolt and she fainted from the 
severity of panic and shock. Meanwhile, the doctor informed her 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

companions before leaving that he would explore ways of 
extracting the dead child, Sama, from her mother's womb. 
 
The situation continued for several hours, then the doctor arrived 
and suggested to give Israa a needle to secure an induced labour 
for the deceased child, Sama. Following the passing of 12 
additional hours that were filled with suffering and pain, Israa’s 
husband consulted with another physician, who was stunned by 
the seriousness of the situation of Israa and informed them that 
she needed to undergo an urgent Caesarean Section to extract the 
deceased child, Sama, from her uterus. 
 
SIGI stated that the operation was carried out on Wednesday 
morning 15/4/2020, but when Israa woke up, she was suffering 
from a nervous breakdown, and she started calling and searching 
for her daughter, Sama. She also tried to get up from her bed to 
embrace the child of another woman with her in the same room, 
which prompted her parents to remove her and keep her away 
from the atmosphere of the hospital. 
 
For the public’s interest and justice, an investigation is 
required into the death of baby Sama  
 
SIGI would like to point out that the family of Israa preferred not to 
refer the matter to the general prosecutor during these 
circumstances since the mother, her family and other individuals 
were expected to be interrogated during these circumstances. 
However, for the sake of public interest and justice, investigation 
into this incident is required and the individuals who were 
responsible for the negligence, professional errors and the gross 
carelessness, should be held accountable for the  disastrous 
consequences of their behavior and performance.  This should be 
done for the sake of Sama who lost her right to life and  for the 
sake of her mother in securing a physical and psychological 
integrity as well as for all pregnant mothers who should receive the 
highest standards of medical care in the most professional and 
humanitarian manner. 
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Israa protected herself and her unborn child from the 
Coronavirus, but she was deprived of her unborn child 
because of recklessness and irresponsibility, which will add 
psychological, physical and health problems that might 
accompany her for life 

At a time when there is no scientific evidence that pregnant women 
are more likely to be infected with the Coronavirus, Israa took 
precautionary measures to protect herself and her baby, Sama, 
but the  careless and unprofessional actions and procedures by 
the doctor who supervised her condition from the beginning, 
deprived the young mother of her baby forever. What happened 
does not justify the heavy burden of responsibilities on doctors or 
for any other reason. 

Pregnant women are required to take additional measures to 
protect themselves from contracting the Coronavirus by carefully 
abiding by the Ministry of Health’s instructions and guidance 
issued in this regard (and this is what Israa did) such as making 
sure to constantly wash their hands with water and soap, refrain 
from touching their face after touching the surfaces, making sure 
there is physical distance, and not to be exposed to any other 
diseases, especially influenza. 

Although only the investigations would prove the extent of the 
criminal responsibility, the medical handling of the situation lacked 
the careful required health and humanitarian treatment during 
quarantine circumstances, which obliged the mother to visit the 
hospital several times, as well as the method of treatment, the 
words uttered by the doctor and his failure to respect the feelings 
of the mother and her family when they learned of the child's 
death, requires serious investigation and to be held accountable 
for his actions. 

What happened with Israa has nothing to do with the 
Coronavirus precautionary measures 

SIGI adds that reproductive health services for pregnant women 
might be affected during the period when the Coronavirus 
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prevention measures are most severe, particularly in terms of 
providing the necessary and important needs of pregnant women 
or women who are breastfeeding their babies. These mothers 
could also face difficulties in obtaining safe health services at birth 
and beyond, particularly in Caesarean Sections or complex 
deliveries, and the consequences of their presence at their homes 
or hospitals and the risks associated with transmission of the 
virus.     

However, what happened with Israa had nothing to do with the 
Coronavirus precautionary measures, since she was transported 
to the hospital by the CDD four times but without the slightest 
response or responsibility by the doctor who was supervising her. 

The failure of all women, especially pregnant women, to have 
access to clean and safe reproductive health services, and the 
failure to meet these needs in health facilities and at the hands of 
specialists, will lead to tragedies such as those experienced by the 
young mother, Israa.  

Jordan recorded 226,820 births in 2018, including 116,202 males 
and 110,618 females, of which 18,903 were deliveries to 
expatriates (207,917 births inside Jordan).   

No statistics were available on the rate of intrauterine child 
mortality, while the infant mortality rate (per thousand live births) 
was 17 deaths annually since 2012 until 2018. 
 
Solidarity Is Global Institute (SIGI) 
Munir Idaibes - Executive Director 
21/4/2020 
 
 
 


