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A view of El Sereno looking east from the top of Multnomah Street. (Photo: Linley Green)
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The Ascot Hills stand out against pink skies on a rainy March night in El Sereno. (Photo: Linley Green)
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This plan for El Sereno is centered around 
enhancing habitat and connectivity for both people 
and wildlife in order to improve the health of the 
community and local ecosystem. The overarching 
goal of this project is to understand the needs and 
opportunities in this Los Angeles neighborhood 
through research and analysis and create a plan that 
addresses these issues through multi-faceted design 
solutions that support existing community efforts.

ANALYSIS
El Sereno is a working-class, predominately 
Hispanic/Latinx community of 48,000 residents 
on the eastern edge of Los Angeles. The area’s 
undulating topography has limited development and 
preserved large patches of open space, but historic 
use of the hills for grazing had environmental 
consequences that have rippled into the present. My 
analysis revealed the following issues:

• Habitat fragmentation
• High fire risk
• Housing insecurity and decreasing affordability
• Pedestrian and bicyclist safety

The neighborhood’s many assets include abundant 
open space, existing wildlife corridors where 
animals take advantage of the area’s undeveloped 
hillsides, ongoing habitat restoration efforts in Ascot 
Hills Park, and numerous strong and passionate 
community organizations.

COMMUNITY CONCEPT
Just like coyotes and scrub jays, people need safe, 
well-connected habitats in order to survive and 
thrive. They need space to raise their families, access 
to nutritious food and clean water, and must be able 
to travel safely from destination to destination. This 
plan seeks to address these basic needs for all species 
through the following goals:

• Enhance existing parks and open space to   
 increase habitat value, fire resiliency, and   
 accessibility for the community.

• Preserve and improve existing wildlife habitat   
 and corridors to foster wildlife movement and  
 increase biodiversity.
• Address the lack of affordable housing using   
 community-based solutions and 
 anti-displacement strategies.
• Transform key roadways and intersections   
 into “sustainable streets” that provide ecological  
 benefits to the community while improving the  
 experience and safety of pedestrians and   
 bicyclists.

One of El Sereno’s greatest strengths is that it is full 
of passionate residents who are already working 
to make their community a more equitable and 
resilient place. This plan seeks to directly involve 
the community in the implementation of its 
recommendations and to strengthen the connection 
between residents and their environment through 
outreach and education. In the case of affordable 
housing, this plan is intended to support local 
community organizations in their current efforts to 
re-envision housing solutions in their neighborhood. 
It is intended to leverage the neighborhood’s existing 
assets in order to create a healthy and resilient 
community where everyone feels safe and supported 
by their environment. 

SPATIAL DESIGN
The culmination of this project was the 
conceptualization of design solutions for specific 
sites throughout the neighborhood that demonstrate 
how the plan’s goals and objectives could be 
implemented at the site scale. The design solutions 
include a habitat restoration and trail plan for 
the northern section of the Ascot Hills, wildlife-
friendly backyards on Twining Street, an affordable 
housing development on Huntington Drive South, 
improvements to El Sereno Veterans Memorial 
Park on Huntington Drive, and sustainable streets 
improvements for sections of Huntington Drive and 
Eastern Avenue.

ABSTRACT
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PAST

El Sereno’s story closely follows the story of Los 
Angeles. The area was originally home to the 
Tongva, who lived in a village called Otsuugna, near 
the banks of a stream that the Spanish later named 
the Arroyo Rosa de Castilla. Both names refer to 
the roses that grew on the banks of the stream, as 
“Otsuugna” is also sometimes seen as “Ochuunga,” 
which is derived from the Tongva word for “wild 
rose.” Trails through the surrounding valleys 
connected Otsuugna to other villages, including 
one in the area that is now Los Angeles Plaza. 
These trails ultimately became two of the main 
roads in modern-day El Sereno: Mission Road and 
Huntington Drive. 

Spanish missionaries established the San Gabriel 
Mission nearby in 1771 and built an adobe in the 
El Sereno area in 1776. They began using the land 
to graze cattle, a practice that would continue as 
the Mission era gave way to the Mexican Rancho 
era after Mexico won its independence from Spain 
in 1821. The area was granted to Juan Ballesteros 
in 1831 as the Rancho Rosa de Castilla, and he 
continued to use the area to graze cattle. 

The American Ranch era began in California in the 
mid-1800s. In 1852, Catalina and Juan Bautista Batz 
acquired the original Mission adobe and the Rancho 
Rosa de Castilla and began farming and raising 
sheep. Even after Juan’s death in 1859, Catalina 
continued expand the family’s estate by buying up 
land around the Rancho. She was able to support 
her 3,283 acres thanks to water from the Arroyo 
Rosa de Castilla. The Batz family continued to farm 
and ranch on the land for three generations. 

The railroads brought industry and more people 
to the area, but the steep hills kept the town that 
grew up around the Rancho Rosa de Castilla from 
developing as quickly as in surrounding areas. In the 
early 20th century, the town was named Bairdstown 

after the land developer George Baird, who had 
bought up much of the area’s land. Bairdstown was 
annexed to the City of Los Angeles in 1915 and took 
on the name El Sereno shortly after in 1917. 

PRESENT

Today, El Sereno is home to approximately 48,031  
people. Nearly 80% of the neighborhood’s residents 
are Hispanic/Latinx, even though restrictive housing 
covenants barred Mexican-Americans from owning 
homes there until 1948. The neighborhood is still 
largely residential, anchored along the southern edge 
by California State University, Los Angeles and an 
industrial corridor along Valley Blvd. Huntington 
Drive, which begins about 18 miles east in Duarte, 
cuts through the center of the neighborhood and is 
the main venue for commercial activity.

The neighborhood’s steep topography has still 
limited development to some degree and the hills 
continue to protect the tranquil feeling of the area, 
acting as a sort of visual and auditory buffer from the 
rest of Los Angeles. Two large swaths of open space 
– Ascot Hills Park and Elephant Hill, which locals 
also refer to as “the heavens” –  add to that feeling of 
living on the wild western edge of the city.

FUTURE

Like many neighborhoods in Los Angeles, El 
Sereno has seen the threat of gentrification creep 
in over the last few years as housing prices in 
California continue their steady upward climb. 
Several passionate community action groups have 
sprung up over this issue, including the El Sereno 
Community Land Trust, who are organizing to keep 
their neighborhood in their hands rather than those 
of outside developers. Development is also a threat 
to the treasured open spaces that makes El Sereno 
a unique urban neighborhood and serve as key 
stepping stones for wildlife in the Los Angeles Basin.

CONTEXT
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LAND 
El Sereno’s topography is defined by the Repetto 
Hills, which were formed from marine sedimentary 
deposits. The resulting bedrock is comprised of layers 
of siltstone and sandstone, which have eroded over 
time to form the clay and sandy soils found in El 
Sereno. The hills of the area tend to be Altamont 
Clay Loam, while the valleys are Chino Silt, 
Ramona, and Yolo Loam.

The Ascot Hills cover about 260 acres in the 
southwestern portion of the neighborhood. Ascot 
Hills Park officially encompasses 90 of these acres, 
while homes are built along the edges of the lower 
elevations. The hills reach up to about 770’ in 
elevation with slopes as steep as 64%. The park offers 
unparalleled views of Downtown Los Angeles and is 
one of the neighborhood’s well-known attractions.

LAND & WATER
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WATER
El Sereno is located within the Los Angeles River 
watershed, just southeast of the dividing line between 
the Upper and Lower Los Angeles River sub-
watersheds. The confluence of the Arroyo Seco and 
the LA River is just a few miles west of El Sereno.

The Luguna Channel now runs along what is 
roughly the course of the historic stream known as 
the Arroyo Rosa Castilla. The channel takes various 
forms as it makes its way through El Sereno along 
the 710 Freeway. It crosses below the interchange 
with the 10 Freeway and then criss-crosses back and 
forth below the 710 in Monterey Park, going from 
concrete box channels to underground sewer pipes 
and back again. There are currently two retention 
basins along the path the channel on the east side of 
the 710 in the El Sereno area.

Although it still shows up on GIS maps as a body 
of water, the original Ascot Reservoir was taken 
out of service by LADWP in 1986 and replaced 
with an underground water tank. No open water 
is visible or accessible to wildlife there today. The 
only open bodies of water in the El Sereno area are 
the man-made lakes in Lincoln Park and Ernest E. 
Debs Regional Park, which are both outside of the 
neighborhood’s boundaries.

Slope Profile of the El Sereno Area

Map Data: Los Angeles County Open Data

(Image: Google Earth)

Luguna Channel
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The Ascot Tank is only faintly visible when looking northwest from the top of a hill in Ascot Hills Park. (Photo: Linley Green)
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Although the majority of its natural areas are 
considered degraded, four native plant communities 
can still be seen in patches in El Sereno: Coastal 
Sage Scrub, Valley Grassland, Southern California 
Black Walnut Woodland, and Southern Willow 
Woodland Scrub. These communities were largely 
destroyed by the extensive cattle grazing that 
occurred in the region from the late 1700s to the 
early 1900s and the subsequent urbanization of the 
20th century. 

Thanks to recent restoration efforts by the 
community and North East Trees, most of these 
patches are found at Ascot Hills Park. The more 
degraded areas of Ascot Hills Park and Elephant 
Hill are made up mostly of annual grasses and forbs 
with some areas marked by coast live oak alliances 
and stands of non-native trees and shrubs. Black 
Mustard (Brassica nigra) turns the hills yellow in the 
spring and frequently becomes fuel for brush fires 
in the summer. The yards and streets of El Sereno 
feature mostly non-native plants that are more 
typical of the Southern California faux-tropical 
aesthetic: enormous Ficus trees line Eastern Avenue, 
Palms and various species of Eucalyptus sway over 
the hillsides, and Bougainvillea swallow fences and 
define property lines.

PLANT COMMUNITIES & WILDLIFE
PLANT COMMUNITIES

WILDLIFE

Native plants like California Buckwheat and Laurel Sumac can 
be found in Ascot Hills Park. (Photo: Linley Green)

Because of its abundant open space and proximity to 
the Arroyo Seco and Ernest E. Debs Regional Park, 
El Sereno is home to a large amount of both native 
and non-native wildlife. Over  511 species have 
been identified in the area by users of iNaturalist, a 
community science application that allows people 
to upload the presence and location of plants and 
animals to a publicly accessible database. Species 
identifications are confirmed by experts and the data 
has become invaluable to researchers in recent years.

Some of the most commonly seen species in the 
neighborhood are Western Fence Lizards, Brewer’s 
Blackbirds, Red-tailed Hawks, Black Phoebes, Anna’s 
Hummingbirds, Painted Lady Butterflies, California 
Ground Squirrels, and Desert Cottontails. One state-
listed threatened species, the Tricolored Blackbird 
(Agelaius tricolor) has been spotted in the area recently.

Coyotes are prominent residents in the open spaces 
of El Sereno and frequently use the upper reaches 
of the neighborhood’s long, steep backyards to get 
around. They help protect songbirds and other 
wildlife in open spaces from the negative ecological 
impacts of cats and their presence is generally a 
positive indicator of the area’s ecological health and 
biodiversity.

A coyote lounges in the shade on a sunny afternoon in Ascot 
Hills Park. (Photo: Linley Green)
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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

The data from the 2018 CalEnviroScreen assessment 
shows that the pollution burden of the different 
census tracts within El Sereno varies greatly, 
with the tracts closest to the 10 and 710 freeways 
experiencing a significantly greater pollution burden 
than those in the center of the neighborhood. 
CalEnviroScreen’s Pollution Burden score is based 
on an average of the exposures and environmental 
effects that a given census tract experiences. The 
map below shows the pollution burden percentile 
ranking of each tract, which indicates how that 
tract compares to the rest of the state. The dramatic 
difference between the northwestern tracts and 
southeastern tracts in El Sereno could be attributed 
to the area’s topography and the buffering effect of 
Ascot Hills Park and Elephant Hill from freeway-
related emissions. 

Most of the pollution factors in El Sereno tend to 
be at about the same levels as the county average, 
or better in the case of waste-related factors. The 

neighborhood does have a higher burden quotient 
for toxic release, groundwater threats, and to a lesser 
extent, diesel particulate matter. 

GROUNDWATER & TOXIC RELEASE 
Toxic release refers to chemicals emitted by industrial 
facilities that cause “cancer or other chronic human 
health effects, significant adverse acute human 
health effects, and significant adverse environmental 
effects” according to the EPA. Facilities that use any 
of the 767 chemicals covered by the EPA’s Toxics 
Release Inventory Program must report their use.

Two groundwater basins fall within El Sereno’s 
boundaries: the Main San Gabriel Basin and the 
Central Basin. Four out of the six industrial sites 
in the El Sereno area that emit chemicals covered 
under the TRI are located above these basins. The 
map below shows where these sites are located and 
how many different toxic release chemicals each 
emits.

POLLUTION BURDEN

Toxic Release Sites in the El Sereno AreaPollution Burden Percentile Ranking

Map Data: CalEnviroScreen 3.0 (2018) Dataset Map Data: CalEnviroScreen 3.0 (2018) Dataset
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El Sereno is a working-class, predominately Hispanic/Latinx neighborhood. As of 2019, about 63.8% of the 
population over age 16 participated in the labor force and the unemployment rate was estimated at 8.6%. The 
median annual income in the neighborhood was $57,225, although white households earned significantly 
more than any other group, with an average income of $87,460. Meanwhile, Hispanic households, which 
make up three-quarters of the population, earned an average of $54,455 per year. Asian households, which 
make up about 13% of earners, made an average of $61,321 per year.

PEOPLE

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
(Population 25 Years and Older)

POPULATION
El Sereno (90032): 

48,03148,031
City of Los Angeles: 

3,966,9363,966,936

El Sereno (90032) City of Los Angeles

AVERAGE FAMILY SIZE

3.993.99 3.63.6

Less Than
9th Grade

Some 
High School

High School 
Diploma/GED

Some College Associate’s
 Degree

Bachelor’s 
Degree

Graduate or
 Prof. Degree

19.3%
14.3%

21.6% 18%
6.4%

14.9%
5.3%

AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD SIZE

3.463.46 2.82.8
El Sereno (90032) City of Los Angeles

25

50

Source: US Census, 2019 American Community 
Survey 5-Year Estimates
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RACE / ETHNICITY

LANGUAGES SPOKEN

El Sereno (90032) City of Los Angeles

78.2%

48.5%

28.5%

7.6%

11.1% 11.6%

8.9%

1.8%
1.3%

0.7%

3.2%
0.2%0% 3.8%

Hispanic or Latino (Any Race) White Black

American Indian / Alaska Native

Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander

Asian

Other / 2 or more races

78.2%

48.5%

28.5%

7.6%

11.1% 11.6%

8.9%

1.8%
1.3%

0.7%

3.2%
0.2%0% 3.8%

Hispanic or Latino (Any Race) White Black

American Indian / Alaska Native

Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander

Asian

Other / 2 or more races

LANGUAGE # OF SPEAKERS % OF POPULATION
Spanish 28,351 62.93%
English (Only) 12,364 27.45%
Chinese (Including Mandarin & Cantonese) 2,993 6.65%
Other Asian and Pacific Island languages 334 0.74%
Tagalog (Including Filipino) 298 0.66%
Korean 185 0.41%
Other Indo-European languages 168 0.37%
Vietnamese 109 0.24%
French, Haitian, or Cajun 81 0.18%
Other and unspecified languages 80 0.18%
German or West Germanic languages 66 0.15%
Russian, Polish, or other Slavic languages 10 0.02%
Arabic 0 0%
Total Population Over 5 Years Old: 45,039
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El Sereno is a largely residential urban neighborhood 
in Northeast Los Angeles. Single-family housing 
makes up the majority of residential properties. 
Multi-family residential units are clustered along 
major roads and strips of commercial development. 
Most of these multi-family properties are relatively 
small single structures. 

The strip of blue indicating public facilities along 
the eastern edge of the neighborhood in the land 
use map to the left actually represents single family 
residential properties that are  owned by CalTrans, 
which is why they are classified as public facilities in 
the data available from the City and County. These 
parcels were purchased by CalTrans in the 1950s, 
‘60s, and ‘70s for the planned extension of the 710 
freeway. This extension never came to fruition and 
officially died in 2018 after decades of push-back 
from residents in El Sereno, Alhambra, and South 
Pasadena. Some of these homes have been rented 
out by CalTrans over the last few decades but there 
are many that sit vacant in various states of livability. 

COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL

Commercial activity in El Sereno is clustered along 
Huntington Drive, the northern half of Eastern 
Avenue, Valley Boulevard, and Alhambra Avenue. 
Industrial activity is limited to the southern edge 
of the neighborhood, where warehouses and 
manufacturing facilities line the railway that runs 
along Valley Boulevard.

PARKS & OPEN SPACE

Compared to many similar neighborhoods in Los 
Angeles, El Sereno has a large percentage of open 
space and parkland thanks to the 90-acre Ascot 
Hills Park and 100-acre Elephant Hill. Although 
these natural areas are considered degraded, they 
provide residents with trails, picnic areas, and acres 

of open space. The El Sereno Recreation Center, 
which is located just west of Ascot Hills Park on 
Klamath Street features an indoor pool, skate park, 
playground, basketball court, two tennis courts, an 
auditorium, and several baseball fields.   

There is a vibrant and active community garden 
in the northeast corner of the neighborhood off 
Huntington Drive.

SCHOOLS & UNIVERSITIES

California State University, Los Angeles is located 
in the southeastern quadrant of El Sereno, just 
northwest of the intersection of the 10 and 710 
Freeways.

The neighborhood has two high schools: Woodrow 
Wilson High School, which is an International 
Baccalaureate World school, and Los Angeles 
County High School for the Arts, which is located on 
the Cal State LA campus. El Sereno Middle School 
is the only public middle school in the neighborhood,  
although a charter school called Anahuacalmecac 
International University Preparatory of North 
America serves both elementary and middle 
school-age children. The latter began in 2002 as an 
elementary school called Xinaxcalmecac Academia 
Semillas del Pueblo as an alternative to English-only 
public schools for Indigenous students and families.

There are five elementary schools in the 
neighborhood. Multnomah Elementary, Cesar 
Chavez Elementary, Sierra Park Elementary, El 
Sereno Elementary, and Farmdale Elementary, 
which is and International Baccalaureate school. 

LAND USE
RESIDENTIAL
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HIGH FIRE HAZARD RISK
In its assessment of Fire Hazard Severity Zones 
(FHSZ) across the state, the California Department 
of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) has 
designated more than half of the land in El Sereno 
as having a “very high” degree of fire hazard. This 
designation is based on factors such as fuel, terrain, 
slope, and general weather conditions that “create a 
likelihood that an area will burn over a 30- to 50-
year period.” The risk factors used in this assessment 
indicate that if a wildfire does occur in these areas, 
it will most likely be more severe. Almost all of the 
open space and parkland in El Sereno fall within 
the “very high” zone, which spreads north and west 
to encompass Ernest E. Debs Regional Park, the 
eastern half of the Santa Monica Mountains, and the 
Verdugo Mountains. 

A review of local news sources and the Los Angeles 
Fire Department’s incident alert feed found that 
at least sixteen brush fires occurred in El Sereno 
between 2018 and 2020. All of them took place 
within the Fire Hazard Severity Zone. Ascot Hills 
Park and its surrounding slopes were the most 
frequent site of brush fires, with some fires occurring 
in almost the exact same location each summer.

INVASIVE PLANTS
Before the Spanish arrived in 1771 and began using 
the hills of El Sereno for cattle grazing, the area 
was covered in native grasses, oak woodlands, and 
coastal sage scrub. Grazing continued through the 
Mexican Rancho period, obliterating these native 
plant communities that were more resistant to fire 
and creating the opportunity for invasive plants to 
move in and take over. The consequences of this 
transformation are felt even today. Despite ongoing 
restoration efforts, Black Mustard (Brassica nigra), 
a highly invasive and highly flammable non-native 
plant with a deep seed bank, grows thickly on the 
steep hillsides of Ascot Hills Park and serves as a 
potent fuel source when brush fires strike.

RISING TEMPERATURES
As climate change continues to raise temperatures 
across Southern California, the length of our 
fire season and the severity of wildfires will only 
increase.  In order to protect the homes and hills of 
El Sereno in the coming years, proactive planning 
and increased mitigation efforts, included removal of 
invasive plants and dry brush, should be prioritized 
and implemented as soon as possible.

ISSUES

Although restoration efforts have dramatically 
improved the valley of Ascot Hills Park, the 
hillsides are still covered in invasive Black 
Mustard (Brassica nigra) and prone to brushfires. 
When fires break out in El Sereno, the smoke 
is often trapped in the valleys between its many 
hills, which negatively affects air quality and 
can exacerbate health conditions. (Photo: Linley 
Green)
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Brush Fires in the El Sereno Area, 2018 - 2020

VERY   HIGH   FIRE   HAZARD   SEVERITY   ZONE

Map Data: Los Angeles County Open Data, Los Angeles Fire Department Alerts 
(lafd.org/alerts), The Eastsider (theeastsiderla.com)
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El Sereno has several large swaths of open space 
that serve as crucial patches of habitat for wildlife 
in an otherwise urban area. The Ascot Hills cover 
260 acres, 93 of which are dedicated parkland and 
open space, while Elephant Hill spans about 100 
acres. The neighborhood’s steep terrain has limited 
development in some residential areas, forming 
ribbons of green spaces that wind through the 
neighborhoods and serve as corridors and stepping 
stones for wildlife.

The 10 and 710 freeways, Huntington Drive, 
and an industrial corridor and rail line along 
Valley Boulevard separate these patches from one 
another and limit movement for terrestrial wildlife. 
Huntington Drive, with its six lanes of traffic, cuts 
through the center of El Sereno and presents a 

significant barrier between Ascot Hills Park and 
the 300-acre Ernest E. Debs Regional Park, which 
is just northwest of El Sereno in neighboring 
Montecito Heights. The 10 and 710 freeways create 
a significant barrier between the southern end of the 
neighborhood and the Whittier Narrows, which also 
serves as a key patch for urban wildlife.

El Sereno is a key stepping stone for wildlife 
movement in the larger context of the Los Angeles 
Basin because of its location between larger 
patch resources like Griffith Park, the Verdugo 
Mountains, and the Whittier Narrows-Puente 
Hills region. Protecting the larger habitats within 
the neighborhood from development is crucial for 
preserving wildlife connectivity in the urban context 
of Los Angeles.

ISSUES

Significant Open Spaces and Waterways in the El Sereno Area

HABITAT FRAGMENTATION



DECREASING AFFORDABILITY
Although it is still one of the more affordable 
neighborhoods in LA to rent or buy a home, El 
Sereno has seen a much more dramatic increase in 
home prices compared to the City of Los Angeles 
over the last decade. Gentrification is a major 
concern for long-time residents who have started to 
see homes in their neighborhood creep toward the 
$1 million mark that has become commonplace in 
nearby neighborhoods like Highland Park.

HOUSING BURDEN
CalEnviroScreen defines the housing burden of a 
population as the “percent of households in a census 
tract that are both low income (making less than 
80% of the HUD Area Median Family Income) and 
severely burdened by housing costs (paying greater 
than 50% of their income to housing costs).” 

The housing burden percentile ranking of the 
tracts within El Sereno varies greatly, with the most 
severely burdened tracts clustered along Huntington 
Drive, where most of the neighborhood’s multi-
family housing is located. 

HOUSING INSECURITY
Like many neighborhoods in Los Angeles, El Sereno 
has seen a sharp increase in the number of houseless 
people living on its streets and in public spaces over 
the last several years. The number of unsheltered 
homeless people living in El Sereno in 2020 was five 
times higher than it was in 2016. The COVID-19 
pandemic has only exacerbated this issue.

23

ISSUES

2016: 45 2018: 103 2020: 252+ 229% + 244%

Number of Unsheltered Homeless People Living in El Sereno

Source: Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority Homeless Count data, 2016-2020.
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Avg. Home Value in 2018*: $570,000

Avg. Home Value in 2011*: $299,000

El Sereno

Los Angeles (City)

Avg. Home Value in 2018*: $680,000

Avg. Home Value in 2011*: $421,000

Rising Home Values
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WalkScore© designates El Sereno has a “car-
dependent” neighborhood with very low walk and 
bike scores – 36 and 16 out of 100, respectively. 
The area’s steep hills and inconsistent sidewalks 
make for strenuous walks and its narrow streets 
leave little room for bike lanes. Most residents must 
travel outside of the area for work, with 83.9% of 
working residents commuting by car and driving an 
average of 33 minutes to work according to the 2019 
American Community Survey. 

PEDESTRIAN & BICYCLIST SAFETY
According to UC Berkeley’s Transportation Injury 
Mapping System (TIMS), there were 57 collisions 
involving pedestrians or bicyclists in 2018 and 2019 
in El Sereno, three of which were fatal. Most of 
these accidents occurred along Huntington Drive 
and Eastern Avenue, which were both identified by 
Vision Zero Los Angeles as “High-Injury Networks” 

in 2018. The data shows that certain intersections 
along these two streets were the sites of multiple 
pedestrian- and bicycle-related accidents during this 
two-year period.

Several intersections appear to be especially 
problematic. Eastern Avenue and Lombardy 
Boulevard, which is right next to Farmdale 
Elementary School and the El Sereno Recreation 
Center, was the site of four such accidents in this 
two year period. The intersection of Huntington 
Drive and Monterey Road, where Huntington 
splits into two separate roadways right next to a 
busy bus stop and gas station, is unsurprisingly an 
accident prone intersection, with five pedestrian- and 
bicyclist-involved accidents occurring there during 
this same period. Another intersection adjacent to 
an elementary school, Huntington Drive and Topaz 
street, saw two accidents involving pedestrians, one 
of which was fatal. 

ISSUES

A bicyclist runs a red light at the intersection of Rosemead and Huntington Drive. (Photo: Linley Green)

POOR WALKABILITY



Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, USGS, Intermap, INCREMENT P,
NRCan, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), Esri Korea, Esri
(Thailand), NGCC, (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS
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Collisions Involving Pedestrians and Bicyclists in the 90032 Zip Code (2018-2019)

Map Data: ESRI Basemap; TIMS, SafeTREC, UC Berkeley, Copyright © 2020 UC Regents; Vision Zero 
Los Angeles, City of Los Angeles Geohub
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Compared to most Los Angeles communities, 
El Sereno benefits from several large parks and 
undeveloped open space areas, thanks in part to its 
topography.  Five parks, two recreation centers, a 
senior center, and a large community garden are 
located within El Sereno, and nearby Ernest E. 
Debs Regional Park, Hermon Park, Rose Hill Park, 
and Lincoln Park provide additional recreational 
opportunities that are easily accessible for residents.

HIGH PARK ACCESSIBILITY
Park accessibility is often defined as being within 
a half-mile or quarter-mile walking distance. For a 
community of only 4.1 square miles, a relatively high 
percentage of El Sereno residents live within half a 
mile of a park or open space thanks to the extensive 
acreage of Ascot Hills Park, Elephant Hill, and 
Debs Park. However, it is important to note that the 

region’s steep topography affects just how accessible 
these parks really are for children, elders, and 
disabled residents. While many of these spaces may 
technically be within walking distance, they require 
trips up steep hills along streets that often lack 
sidewalks. As a result, parking lots are a necessity at 
most parks and local residents often drive rather than 
walk, contributing to greenhouse gas emissions.

It is also important to note that the center of El 
Sereno, which has the least access to parks within 
walking distance, is also the part of the neighborhood 
with the most multi-family housing (see land use 
map on page 19). Though the southeastern edge of 
the neighborhood appears to be under-served, Cal 
State Los Angeles and an industrial corridor make 
up the majority of the land use in this area, so the 
population is much more limited than it is in other 
parts of the neighborhood.

ASSETS

Ascot Hills Park offers nearly 90 acres of open space to El Sereno’s residents. (Photo: Linley Green)

ABUNDANT PARKS & OPEN SPACE
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Park Accessibility In the  El Sereno Area
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EXISTING WILDLIFE CORRIDORS
Conversations about wildlife connectivity in Los 
Angeles tend to focus on larger, more popular areas 
like Griffith Park and the Santa Monica Mountains, 
but the El Sereno/Montecito Heights area actually 
plays a crucial role in regional connectivity. Because 
of its proximity to the Arroyo Seco and Los Angeles 
River, as well as its location between these rivers and 
the Whittier Narrows/Puente Hills area, the large 
open spaces in El Sereno serve as a stepping stones 
for wildlife in an otherwise urbanized part of Los 
Angeles. 

In the City’s 2020 Biodiversity Report, the authors 
note that while corridors are critical for larger 
mammals like mountain lions and bears, “emerging 
approaches to connectivity are broader and account 
for movement of many types of species through both 
built and natural lands. In such cases, all landscapes 
and developed areas have the potential to contribute 
to connectivity via contiguous habitat corridors, 
non-contiguous habitat ‘stepping stones,’ or habitat-
friendly built land uses. This approach is especially 
applicable in highly developed cities like Los Angeles 
where many common native species, such as birds 
or butterflies, have the potential to move broadly 
throughout the urban landscape if connectivity 
considerations are accounted for in urban and 
landscape design.”

This broader definition of connectivity 
highlights how important neighborhoods like 
El Sereno are in the larger picture of regional 
connectivity. Residential parcels in El Sereno’s 
hilly neighborhoods are often so steep that large 
portions of them go unused. Coyotes currently use 
the upper reaches of these lots to get around the 
neighborhood and these vegetated patches also host 
birds, pollinators, and smaller mammals like rabbits 
and squirrels.

GOOD HABITAT QUALITY
In the City’s Biodiversity Index, the Ascot Hills and 
Elephant Hill areas score between 7 and 8 out of 10 
for Habitat Quality. The report also notes that the 
natural areas within the Repetto Hills ecotope tend 
to occur on the steeper slopes of higher hills: “These 
patches likely provide important ‘stepping stones’ of 
habitat connectivity between major natural areas in 
the region including the Santa Monica, Verdugo, 
and San Gabriel Mountains to the north and the 
Puente Hills and Santa Ana Mountains to the 
south. Potential conservation enhancement of these 
urban stepping stones should be further evaluated 
to support movement of highly mobile fauna. 
These stepping stones could play a potential role 
in addressing climate change-driven species range 
shifts.”

ASSETS

Coyotes frequently browse through this unused portion of a 
steep backyard near Hilltop Colony in El Sereno. (Photo: Jayson 
Green)



El Sereno is in an urban pinch point between two major wildlife corridors. Preserving open space in this area is crucial to facilitating 
the exchange of genetic material throughout the Los Angeles Basin and fostering biodiversity.  (Image: Google Earth)

The City of Los Angeles’s 2020 Biodiversity Report included the Ascot Hills area in a case study for their new approach to modeling 
wildlife connectivity. The map to the left depicts the resistance weight of the landscape between Debs Park and Ascot Hills Park, 
with Huntington Drive creating a dark line of resistance. The map to the right depicts the current flow of wildlife, which the City’s 
Biodiversity Report defines as “the potential for movement for many types of species through an area.” Higher flow areas are shown 
in red. The Ascot Hills in particular are high flow areas for wildlife, with some connections occurring across Huntington Drive to the 
Debs Park area. (Source: 2020 Biodiversity Report, City of Los Angeles/LA Sanitation and Environment (LASAN), pg. 79, Figure 3-3)

Regional Wildlife Linkages
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This 93.5-acre site that is now Ascot Hills Park 
was previously managed by the Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power because it housed 
the Ascot Reservoir. The reservoir was taken out of 
service in 1986 and replaced with a modern tank 
system, freeing up a large portion of the 122-acre 
site. In 2010 and the Board of Water and Power 
Commissioners approved a 20-year lease in 2015 to 
allow the space to be used by the City’s Department 
of Recreation and Parks for passive recreation and 
open space. 

North East Trees, a design-build non-profit that 
supports tree-planting and habitat restoration 
efforts in Los Angeles, has been instrumental 
in the restoration of Ascot Hills Park. Through 

funding from Proposition 84’s Urban Greening 
for Sustainable Communities Program and the 
California Trails and Greenways Foundation, North 
East Trees worked with local students and volunteers 
to construct trails and stormwater management 
channels, plant trees, and restore all four of these 
native plant communities. They also runs a native 
plant nursery on the southern edge of the park that 
provides educational and vocational opportunities 
for local youth.

In 2017, that lease was extended for an additional 30 
years to allow North East Trees and Rec and Parks 
to be eligible for a $1 million grant for the property. 
North East Trees plans to continue restoration efforts 
at the park as funding becomes available.

ASSETS

Visitors to Ascot Hills Park can have picnics in this shaded seating area after a strenuous hike through the hills. (Photo: Linley Green)

CURRENT HABITAT RESTORATION EFFORTS
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El Sereno has an abundance of passionate and 
proactive community organizations that are working 
to provide their community with access to affordable 
housing, locally grown food, and open space.

EL SERENO COMMUNITY LAND TRUST

The El Sereno Community Land Trust was formed 
in 2017 “out of concern for the growing housing 
crisis, homelessness and overall gentrification 
that was taking over Northeast LA residential 
communities.” According to their mission statement, 
the Land Trust is comprised of residents and 
stakeholders who seek to de-commodify housing 
and real estate and “secure community spaces 
and housing that is decent, affordable, and that is 
held in stewardship by community members on a 
long-term basis.” Working with other groups such 
as the Eastside Café, Reclaiming Our Homes, 
and the Alliance for Californians for Community 
Empowerment, the Land Trust is building a new 
model for how we approach affordable housing and 
land stewardship in Los Angeles.

EL SERENO COMMUNITY GARDEN

El Sereno Community Garden was established in 
2003 and is located just off Huntington Drive on the 
eastern edge of the neighborhood. The garden hosts 
community workshops, serves a compost hub as part 
of LA Compost’s community composting program,  

and provides valuable green space in an area of the 
neighborhood that is lacking. 

RECLAIMING OUR HOMES

In March of 2020, a group of houseless families 
moved into several of the 163 vacant homes along 
what would have become the extension of the 710 
freeway. These homes are owned by CalTrans and 
have sat vacant for decades. This move was an act 
of protest and part of  the larger effort of a group 
called Reclaiming Our Homes. Thirteen of these 
“reclaimers” were ultimately allowed to stay in these 
homes. Their actions have prompted local politicians 
to call on the State to release these properties back 
into the community.

ASCOT HILLS PARK GREEN TEAM & 
HEROES OF ELEPHANT HILL

Ascot Hills Park is partially maintained by a 
volunteer Green Team that hosts monthly “work 
parties” to maintain the park and continue 
restoration efforts. Community members and young 
people from local schools are the driving force 
behind these efforts. The Heroes of Elephant Hill 
host similar monthly clean-up events at Elephant 
Hill, which is unfortunately used as a dumpsite.

ASSETS
STRONG COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS



A lush backyard in El Sereno. (Photo: Linley Green)
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ANALYSIS SUMMARY
El Sereno is a unique Los Angeles community with valuable natural areas and passionate, engaged residents.  
However it is also challenged by significant natural hazards as well as traffic hazards and increasing economic 
burdens which threaten the health, safety, and security of residents.

ISSUES

Half of the neighborhood faces a very high fire severity risk, which is partially due to the invasive plants and 
grasses that have displaced native plant communities there over the last 250 years. Rising temperatures as a 
result of climate change will only exacerbate this risk in the years to come. The area’s undulating topography 
has limited development in the area compared to denser nearby neighborhoods, but urbanization has still led 
to habitat fragmentation and new housing developments, though much needed, threaten some of the larger 
open spaces in the area. Long-time residents face housing insecurity and the constant threat of gentrification 
as rent and home prices in their neighborhood continue to rise. They also must contend with streets that are 
not safe or comfortable for pedestrians and bicyclists.

ASSETS

However, the neighborhood has an abundance of parkland and open space and relatively high park 
accessibility. The area also has relatively good habitat quality for wildlife and serves as an important stepping 
stone in regional wildlife corridors. Current habitat restoration efforts in Ascot Hills Park demonstrate 
the community’s fondness and appreciation for their open spaces. There are many strong community 
organizations working in El Sereno to preserve and restore open space, provide their community with healthy 
food, and fight for affordable housing. These inspiring groups show that positive changes are possible and that 
residents have the knowledge and power to make them happen.
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Map Data: Base map (ESRI, HERE, Garmin, OpenStreetMap contributers, GIS user 
community); Parcel data and freeways (County of Los Angeles, 2016)
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GOALS & OBJECTIVES

1. Enhance Habitat: Enhance existing parks 
and open space to increase habitat value, 
fire resiliency, and accessibility for the 
community.

A. Habitat Restoration: Expand habitat 
restoration efforts at Ascot Hills Park to 
include hillsides and the northern section of 
the Ascot Hills.

B. Open Space Improvements: Acquire 
more parcels on Elephant Hill in order to 
link parcels currently owned by the City and 
Mountains Recreation and Conservation 
Authority (M RCA). Improve trails and 
restore native plant communities while 
protecting the site from off-road vehicles.

C. Fire Safety & Resiliency: Implement 
large-scale mustard removal and fire-resistant 
landscaping strategies in public open spaces. 
Encourage residents in high fire hazard 
severity zones to use these same strategies 
on their properties through education and 
outreach. 

2. Foster Wildlife Movement: Preserve and 
improve existing wildlife habitat and 
corridors to foster wildlife movement and 
increase biodiversity.

A. Local Wildlife Corridors: Identify existing 
wildlife corridors and small habitat patches. 
Define strategies for habitat enhancement 
along and at the ends of these corridors.

B. Connections to Regional Wildlife 
Corridors: Explore opportunities for 
transforming the now defunct 710 Freeway 
extension and the Luguna Channel into a 
wildlife corridor and recreational space.

C. Community Science: Engage residents in 
wildlife monitoring and community science 
through participation in the Urban Wildlife 
Information Network, which uses camera 
traps to gather data on which species are 
present in the area.

The following plan for El Sereno seeks to improve habitat and connectivity for both people and wildlife, 
which in turn will improve the health of the community and local ecosystem. Just like a coyotes and scrub 
jays, humans need safe, well-connected habitats in order to survive and thrive. They need space to raise 
their families, access to nutritious food and clean water, and must be able to travel safely from destination to 
destination. By restoring native plant communities in open space areas, improving connections for wildlife, 
creating affordable housing that prioritizes green space and connections to nature, and improving the safety 
and ecological function of streetscapes, this plan seeks to address these basic needs for all species. 

One of El Sereno’s greatest strengths is that it is full of passionate residents who are already working to make 
their community a more equitable and resilient place. This plan seeks to directly involve the community 
in the implementation of its recommendations and to strengthen the connection between residents and 
their environment through outreach and education. In the case of affordable housing, this plan is intended 
to support local community organizations in their current efforts to re-envision housing solutions in their 
neighborhood. It is intended to leverage the many assets of the neighborhood in order to create a healthy and 
resilient community where everyone has access to the kind of habitat they need.



Looking north from Ascot Hills Park at sunset. (Photo: Linley Green)
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3. Create Affordable Housing and Empathetic 
Public Spaces: Address the lack of affordable 
housing in El Sereno using community-based 
solutions and anti-displacement strategies. 

A. Identify Housing Opportunities: 
Following the El Sereno Community Land 
Trust’s lead, identify properties and parcels 
within El Sereno that could be acquired by 
the Land Trust and developed as affordable 
housing.

B. Integrate Connectivity into Housing: 
Create affordable housing communities 
that include green space for residents and 
connection opportunities for wildlife in areas 
that are lacking in connectivity.

C. Empathetic Public Spaces: Install 
amenities and implement humane 
landscaping strategies along the Huntington 
Drive medians to improve the lives of the 
houseless community members living there 
and improve public health.

4. Improve Streetscapes: Transform key 
roadways and intersections into “sustainable 
streets” that provide ecological benefits 
to the community while improving the 
experience and safety of pedestrians and 
bicyclists.

A. People-Friendly Streets: Redesign 
streetscapes to encourage pedestrian and 
bicyclist use through bike lane improvements 
and the addition of benches, bus shelters, and 
other pedestrian amenities.

B. Ecological Benefits: Incorporate green 
infrastructure and habitat-enhancing 
vegetation into all streetscape improvements.

C. Safety Improvements:  Implement 
traffic-calming measures and crosswalk 
enhancements on streets identified as “High-
Injury Networks,” at intersections where 
collisions are frequent, and near schools. 
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Habitat Restoration

The central valley of Ascot Hills Park has been 
transformed over the last few years thanks to the 
restoration efforts of North East Trees and other 
community groups, but there is still much work 
to be done on the parcels that surround the park. 
Expanding habitat restoration efforts to include the 
steep hillsides east and west of the park will reduce 
the risk of brushfires and increase the habitat value 
of the hills. These restoration efforts could include 
restoring native plant communities on the northern 
side of the Ascot Hills and extending the trail network 
in order to provide residents on the northern side 
of the hills and students from Farmdale Elementary 
and El Sereno Middle School with a more accessible 
route to the park. 

Open Space Improvements

El Sereno’s residents fought for years to save the 110 
acres of Elephant Hill from becoming condominiums. 
After decades of grassroots organizing and lawsuits 
between the City of LA and the developer, they 
won the battle when the City rezoned the parcels as 
Open Space in 2012. The City sold five acres to the 
Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority 
(MRCA) in 2014, but funding for trail development 
was not secured until 2018. 

Unfortunately, the area has been taken over by off-
road vehicles and illegal dumping and the patchwork 
nature of ownership makes any type of enforcement 
from MRCA staff difficult. In order to realize the 
community’s true vision for Elephant Hill, the City 
and MRCA must acquire more parcels. Objectives 
for this open space area include improving trails, 
restoring native plant communities, and protecting 
the site from off-road vehicles. 

ENHANCE HABITAT
Enhance existing parks and open space to increase habitat value, fire resiliency, and 
accessibility for the community.

Fire Safety & Resiliency

Implementing large-scale mustard removal and fire-
resistant landscaping strategies in public open spaces 
is key to protecting the community from frequent 
summer brushfires. In addition, residents in the high 
fire hazard severity zone should be encouraged to use 
these same strategies on their properties. This could 
be accomplished through community workshops on 
native plants, defensible space, and other fire-resistant 
practices; educational brochures that are mailed to 
residents; and incentive programs, such as rebates or 
tax credits for swapping out highly flammable non-
native trees like eucalyptus for native species. Zoning 
requirements should be implemented that require 
owners of vacant parcels to keep their properties 
free of flammable brush, with similar incentives for 
improving the fire-resiliency and habitat value of 
their property through landscaping.
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Proposed Habitat Restoration Areas

Map Data: Base map (Esri, HERE, Garmin, OpenStreetMap contributers, GIS user 
community); Parcel data and freeways (County of Los Angeles, 2016); Streams (CA Dept. 
of Fish & Wildlife)
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Local Wildlife Corridors

The steep undeveloped hillsides and long, wild 
backyards of El Sereno already serve as stepping 
stones and corridors for wildlife. These ribbons of 
green space link Ascot Hills Park, Elephant Hill, and 
Ernest E. Debs Regional Park and are usually wide 
enough to support larger species like coyotes. Many 
of these presumptive corridors traverse privately 
owned land, so community involvement will be 
necessary in order to preserve and improve these 
corridors. 

Incentives like tax rebates and plant giveaways could 
be used to encourage property owners to manage 
their yards using methods and plant species that 
support the life cycles and movement of target 
species. Free community workshops could support 
the community in learning how to plant pollinator 
gardens and improve the soil health and water 
infiltration in their yards, which in turn will support 
greater biodiversity down to the microbial level.

Connections to Regional Wildlife Corridors 

The now defunct 710 Freeway extension and 
the Luguna Channel present an opportunity for 
connecting El Sereno to Monterey Park and allowing 
larger wildlife to safely cross under the I-10/I-710 
interchange to the Whittier-Puente-Chino Hills, 
which is a significant habitat area. The Luguna 
Channel already criss-crosses below the freeway 
interchange and along the 710, meeting several 
retention basins along the way. 

The retention basin that the channel passes through 
in El Sereno is currently a lifeless dirt pit. Planting 
the basin and the land along the channel with plants 
from the Southern Willow Scrub community would 
improve its habitat value and could improve the 
quality of the water that passes through the basin. 

The land along the channel could also be improved 
to create a linear recreation space for residents in 
the southeastern quadrant of El Sereno, which is 
relatively park-poor compared to the rest of the 
neighborhood. 

Community Science

The Urban Wildlife Information Network (UWIN), 
which uses camera traps to gather data on the 
presence of wildlife in a given area, is currently 
monitoring corridors along the Arroyo Seco just 
northwest of El Sereno. Extending this camera 
network into the Ascot Hills area will allow 
researchers to learn which species are present in 
the area and how they move through it. It also 
presents an opportunity to engage residents in 
wildlife monitoring and community science through 
participation in the program. Individual residents 
who are adjacent to areas frequented by wildlife 
could volunteer to have cameras installed on their 
properties and students at local schools could assist 
UWIN researchers and Occidental College students 
in the monitoring and classification of species 
captured by the cameras. 

FOSTER WILDLIFE MOVEMENT
Preserve and improve existing wildlife habitat and corridors to foster wildlife 
movement and increase biodiversity.

One of the UWIN 
cameras set up near 
a stream crossing in 
Millard Canyon in 
Altadena, CA. (Photo: 
Linley Green)
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Opportunities for Wildlife Movement

Map Data: Base map (Esri, HERE, Garmin, OpenStreetMap contributers, GIS user 
community); Parcel data and freeways (County of Los Angeles, 2016); Streams (CA Dept. 
of Fish & Wildlife)
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Identify Housing Opportunities

The El Sereno Community Land Trust has already 
begun to lay the groundwork for a model of 
community-based land ownership. The next step is 
to identify which CalTrans-owned properties and 
vacant parcels could be acquired by the Land Trust 
and developed as affordable housing. 

This plan supports the goals of the Land Trust 
by identifying properties that could be placed in 
the community’s hands. A preliminary analysis 
has identified CalTrans-owned properties that are 
already for sale or currently unoccupied and parcels 
that are vacant, zoned for residential use, and not 
limited by extreme slopes or lack of road access. 
Further in-depth analysis can help the Land Trust 
prioritize which properties to acquire.

Integrate Connectivity into Housing

Clusters of vacant land in El Sereno often include 
or are adjacent to steep terrain that has limited 
residential development but allowed wildlife to 
thrive. Some of these parcels present opportunities 
for the construction of open plan affordable housing 
communities that provide green space for residents 
while also maintaining open connections for wildlife 
movement. 

Instead of fencing in the entire property, these 
communities can be designed around or along a 
large shared yard with private patios or small fenced 
yards for residents. Ideally, these housing projects 
will provide connectivity opportunities for residents 
as well: sites that are within walking distance to 
public transit, commercial corridors, parks, and open 
space should be prioritized.

Empathetic Public Spaces

While the ultimate solution to solving the issue of 
homelessness in Los Angeles is the creation of more 
affordable housing, in the interim, the houseless 
community members living at the El Sereno 
Veterans Memorial Park and along the North 
Huntington Drive medians deserve access to basic 
amenities. Providing public restrooms, showers, 
and sinks will create a more sanitary environment 
for the individuals living in these public spaces and 
protect public health in the surrounding community. 
Using sustainable versions of these amenities would 
conserve water and cut down on irrigation costs. For 
example, one model developed in Seattle in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic attaches portable 
sinks to planters, which are watered by the sink’s 
greywater.

The addition of comfortable communal seating 
areas, fire rings, bike storage and a bike repair 
station, and more shade trees would make the area 
a safer and more comfortable place for houseless 
residents and for the community at large. 

CREATE AFFORDABLE HOUSING & 
EMPATHETIC PUBLIC SPACES
Address the lack of affordable housing in El Sereno using community-based 
solutions and anti-displacement strategies. 

An affordable housing project under construction just west of the 
Ascot Hills on Huntington Drive South. (Photo: Linley Green)
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Current & Potential Affordable Housing

Map Data: Base map (Esri, HERE, Garmin, OpenStreetMap contributers, GIS user 
community); Parcels, freeways, and vacant land data (County of Los Angeles, 2016)
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Transform key roadways and intersections into “sustainable streets” that provide 
ecological benefits to the community while improving the experience and safety of 
pedestrians and bicyclists.

IMPROVE STREETSCAPES

The Foothill Boulevard Streetscape and Master Plan Improvements in Claremont, CA, integrate stormwater management, native 
plants, and clearly marked bike lanes. Design by Gruen Associates for the City of Claremont. (Photos: Linley Green)

People-Friendly Streets

In the City of Los Angeles’s Mobility Plan 2035, 
which was adopted by the City in 2016, one of the 
City’s goals is to decrease the vehicle miles traveled 
per capita by 5% every five years, to 20% by 2035. 
One way to encourage people to walk and bike 
instead of drive is to ensure that they feel safe and 
comfortable doing so. Huntington Drive is the 
primary commercial corridor in El Sereno and 
unfortunately it is also the site of many pedestrian 
and bicyclist-involved collisions. 

Separating bike lanes from traffic, extending curbs 
at intersections, and reconfiguring street parking 
can create a safer experience for pedestrians and 
bicyclists. Adding amenities such as benches, bike 
racks, and bus shelters also makes it easier and more 
comfortable for residents to walk, bike, and take 
public transportation.

Ecological Benefits

Streetscapes also present opportunities for improving 
the environmental health of the community. 
By incorporating green infrastructure like curb 

cuts, larger planters, and pervious pavement we 
can capture, treat, and reuse stormwater locally. 
Incorporating habitat-enhancing vegetation into all 
streetscape improvements provides residents with 
more shade and creates habitat for pollinators, birds, 
and small mammals. Greener streets also create a 
more welcoming experience for pedestrians to shop 
and dine along Huntington Drive. A successful 
example of a sustainable street project can be seen 
along Foothill Boulevard in Claremont, CA.

Safety Improvements

Implementing traffic-calming measures and 
crosswalk enhancements on streets identified 
as “High-Injury Networks” and at intersections 
that are adjacent to schools is a major priority. 
Huntington Drive and Eastern Ave have both earned 
this designation, which is especially disconcerting 
considering that Farmdale Elementary, El Sereno 
Middle School, and the El Sereno Recreation Center 
are all sited along Eastern Ave. Green infrastructure 
and habitat enhancement can also be extended into 
the schools’ landscaping to provide spaces for nature-
based learning.
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Proposed Streetscape Improvements

Map Data: Base map (Esri, HERE, Garmin, OpenStreetMap contributers, GIS user 
community); Parcel data and freeways, (County of Los Angeles, 2016); Bus stop 
data (LA Metro)
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Map Data: Base map (ESRI, HERE, Garmin, OpenStreetMap contributers, GIS user community)



47

SPATIAL DESIGN
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SPATIAL DESIGN GOAL:  Improve habitat value, fire resiliency, and trail accessibility 
in the northeastern quadrant of the Ascot Hills through the restoration of native plant 
communities and trail improvements.
This plan for Ascot Hills North aims to remove flammable invasive plants and restore Coastal Sage Scrub and 
Walnut Woodland plant communities to the northern end of the Ascot Hills. While residents north of Ascot 
Hills Park currently have access to the park from a simple path off Okell Drive, the trail that connects this area 
to the main portion of the park is an arduous one. It moves south along the base of the hills until it meets the 
connection from the El Sereno Recreation Center, where it becomes a straight shot up an incredibly steep 
hill. This plan proposes to add a second trail that follows the hill’s topography in a more gradual manner, 
an informal seating area halfway up this trail, and a viewing platform where the two trails meet that allows 
residents to pause and look out at their community. The viewing platform will also serve as an educational 
space with rotating displays on the area’s native plants and wildlife and the Indigenous cultures of the region.

HABITAT RESTORATION AT ASCOT HILLS 
NORTH

Conceptual Site Plan for Ascot Hills Park North
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Habitat Restoration and Trail Improvements for Ascot Hills Park North

Coastal Sage Scrub:
Rufous-crowned Sparrow (Aimophila ruficeps)

Lark Sparrow (Polioptila californica)

Coyote (Canis latrans)

Walnut Woodland:

Southern California Black Walnut (Juglans californica)

Coast Live Oak (Quercus agrifolia)

Scrub Oak (Quercus berberidifolia) 

Blue Elderberry (Sambucus nigra ssp. caerulea)

Big Pod Ceanothus (Ceanothus megacarpus)

Spiny Redberry (Rhamnus crocea)

Coffeeberry (Frangula californica)

Narrow-leaf Milkweed (Asclepias fascicularis)

California Brome Grass (Bromus carinatus)

Coastal Sage Scrub:

Toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia)
Laurel Sumac (Malosma laurina)
Coyote Brush (Baccharis pilularis)
Deerweed (Acmispon glaber)
Doveweed (Croton setiger)
Black Sage (Salvia mellifera)
White Sage (Salvia apiana)
California Sagebrush (Artemisia californica)
California Buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum)

TARGET SPECIES

RESTORATION PLANT PALETTES

Walnut Woodland:
California Ground Squirrel (Otospermophilus beecheyi)

California Scrub Jay (Aphelocoma californica) 
Tricolored Blackbird (Agelaius tricolor)

Undertaking restoration efforts with specific target species in mind helps guide design decisions and plant 
choices. Three native California species were chosen for each plant community to act as indicator species for 
different criteria. The presence and abundance of these species can be used to evaluate the quality of the two 
habitat areas over time. For example, though it is becomingly increasingly rare in urban environments, the 
Tricolored Blackbird has been observed El Sereno at least once according to iNaturalist data. An increase in 
observations would indicate that habitat quality is improving. Coyotes on the other hand are abundant in even 
the most urban areas within the LA Basin, but they can be considered keystone species in ecosystems like El 
Sereno, where they are the apex predator and help control populations of smaller predators like feral cats.
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SPATIAL DESIGN GOAL: Preserve and improve existing wildlife corridors by defining 
strategies for habitat and corridor enhancement and encouraging the community to 
implement these strategies on their properties.
Residents can learn how to enhance connectivity and biodiversity on their properties through community 
workshops and educational materials like the flier to the right, which will encourage residents to:

• Plant native plants, especially those that attract pollinators

• Improve soil health by leaving leaf litter and using compost and mulch

• Provide sources of water like bird baths, rain gardens, or ponds

• Keep yards clear of invasive plants like mustard (especially when dry)

• Use permeable fencing when possible

• Secure trash in animal-proof enclosures to keep animals from ingesting anthropogenic items

• Use fewer and dimmer outdoor lights

CULTIVATING CONNECTIVITY & 
BACKYARD BIODIVERSITY

Existing Conditions in a Typical El Sereno Neighborhood: Steep and somewhat degraded but full of potential (and wildlife). 
(Base Image: Google Earth; Photos, L-R: Jayson Green, Andy Reago & Chrissy McClarren, and Dawn Beattie) 
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Cultivating Connectivity & 
Building Backyard Biodiversity

Leave Your Leaves
They add organic ma�er to the soil as they 
decompose and make the soil a healthier place 
for worms, microbes, and fungi!

Use Mulch & Vegetative Groundcovers
Mulch and low-growing shrubs provide habitat and food 

sources for wildlife of all sizes, from insects to rabbits!

Plant Natives
Native Southern Californian plants a�ract 
native wildlife and pollinators and are 
drought-tolerant and fire-reilient. 

Capture Water
Water is life! Use rain gardens to 

capture and hold water in your 
landscape for wildlife to use.

Keep It Clear
Remove flammable invasives like Black Mustard 
regularly and be sure to store trash in secure 
places where hungry animals can’t get to it.

Open Up a Bit
Permeable fencing allows smaller 
animals to move through yards while 
still providing privacy and a separation 
of space.

Handout for Residents on How to Cultivate Connectivity and Build Biodiversity
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SPATIAL DESIGN GOAL: Address the lack of affordable housing in El Sereno by 
identifying properties near parks, schools, and public transit that could accommodate 
small affordable housing communities (2-12 units). Integrate green space into these 
developments.
Increasing the availability of affordable housing in El Sereno is a priority that must be undertaken in a 
culturally and environmentally sensitive manner. Residents have already shown their commitment to keeping 
open spaces like Elephant Hill free of residential development, so identifying sites that do not use or degrade 
existing natural areas is a necessity. The vacant lot on the corner of Edloft Ave and Huntington Drive South is 
a good example of a lot that should be prioritized for residential development: the landscape is degraded with 
little ecological value but is sited in between two patches of land with decent habitat value, it is immediately 
adjacent to a bus stop and walking distance to an elementary school, and it has sufficient space for four single-
family homes and a shared yard.

CONNECTED AFFORDABLE HOUSING & 
EMPATHETIC PUBLIC SPACES

Conceptual Diagram for Incorporating Connectivity into Affordable Housing

(Base Image: Google 
Earth)
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Reimagining Veterans Monument Park to Address the Needs of Houseless Community Members

SPATIAL DESIGN GOALS: Improve the quality of life for houseless residents and the 
general environmental quality of Huntington Drive.
As we wait for a more permanent solution to the City’s housing crisis, we could make life more comfortable 
and dignified for the houseless community members who are living along at El Sereno Veterans Monument 
Park and along the Huntington Drive median’s by installing the following amenities:

• Self-Cleaning Public Restrooms

• Trash and Recycling Bins

• Greywater Sinks

• Stormwater Planters

• Comfortable Seating Areas

• Enclosed Fire Rings

• Storage and Bike Lockers

• Bike Repair Stations

• More Shade Trees
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SPATIAL DESIGN GOALS: Implement green stormwater infrastructure and traffic-
calming measures on Eastern Ave and Huntington Drive in order to provide ecological 
benefits to the community while improving the experience and safety of pedestrians 
and bicyclists.
Taking cues from San Mateo County’s Sustainable Streets Master Plan and successful projects in other LA 
County cities like Claremont and Temple City, this plan integrates green stormwater infrastructure and 
safety improvements to create a safer and greener experience along Huntington Drive and Eastern Ave for 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and drivers. Huntington Drive is both the main thoroughfare and main commercial 
strip in El Sereno, so this plan seeks to provide residents with a street where they can feel safe and comfortable 
while traveling to their local shops and restaurants using whatever manner of transportation they choose. 
The plan also addresses Huntington Drive’s role as a barrier to wildlife connectivity between Debs Park and 
Ascot Hills Park by increasing the amount of vegetation on the street for use by non-terrestrial wildlife and by 
slowing vehicle speeds so that in the event that a coyote does trot across the road, their chance of being hit by 
a car is less likely.

SUSTAINABLE STREETSCAPES

Conceptual Sketch for Huntington Drive and Portola Ave
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Plan for a Safer and Greener Huntington Drive

Existing Conditions on Huntington Drive: Six lanes of traffic and angled parking make for a dangerous experience for bicyclists. 
(Images: Google Street View)

The goals of the redesign of Huntington Drive are to create a safer experience for bicyclists and pedestrians, 
manage stormwater, and provide habitat and ecological benefits through the following improvements:

• • Stormwater Medians & Planters

• • Protected Bike Lanes

• • Narrower Travel Lanes

• • Pollinator-Friendly Native Plants

• • Defined Community Spaces with Amenities

• • Improved Crosswalks and Signage

• • Parallel Parking Replaces Diagonal Parking
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EASTERN AVE & LOMBARDY BLVD
The intersection of Eastern Ave and Lombardy Blvd 
is adjacent to Farmdale Elementary School and just 
north of the El Sereno Recreation Center. During 
the analysis phase of this project, the intersection 
was identified as a high injury intersection with two 
pedestrian-involved accidents and two bicyclist-
involved accidents occurring in or adjacent to the 
intersection between 2018 and 2019. Motorists 
frequently speed around this curve, endangering 
students and community members.

This plan attempts to reduce vehicle speeds, create 
a safer experience for bicyclists and pedestrians, 
manage stormwater, and provide habitat 
and ecological benefits through the following 
improvements:

• • Stormwater Medians & Planters

• • Protected Bike Lanes

• • Narrower Travel Lanes

• • Wildlife-Friendly Street Lighting

• • Pollinator-Friendly Native Plants

• • Defined Community Spaces with Amenities

• • Improved Crosswalks and Signage

• • Public Art Created by Local Artists

SCALE: 1/8" = 1'
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Capturing Stormwater and Slowing Traffic at Eastern Ave & Lombardy Blvd

Existing Conditions at the Intersection of Eastern Ave and 
Lombardy Blvd:  Despite the speeding cars, barren planters, 
and unattractive billboard, this corner across the street from 
Farmdale Elementary School is a popular spot for street vendors. 
(Images: Google Street View)

SUSTAINABLE STREETSCAPES
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