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Land Acknowledgments
Apachianga / Northeast Los Angeles
Gabrielino - Tongva - Kizh Land

I, the author of this document, Adrian 
Tenney, recognize and acknowledge the 
Tongva, Kizh, and Chumash peoples 
as the original inhabitants of the land 
I now call home, what is today known 
as Northeast Los Angeles.i I pay my 
respects to their past, present, and 
emerging elders and recognize that the 
members of these Tribes are still here 
today, fighting to reclaim their rights 
and the lands they, and their ancestors 
cultivated for millennia. 
I honor this land and am grateful to 
its ancestral caretakers every day for 
the ways it nurtures me and my family 
through our walks in the Arroyo Seco 
among Black Walnut and Oak trees 
and our enjoyment of bird songs every 
morning. 
I acknowledge that I am able to live 
here because of the injustices inflicted 
upon the Tribes by the State of 
California and the land that was stolen  
and I recognize my responsibility to 
reconcile these injustices through 
contributing towards the collective 
healing and reparations for the Tribes. 
I am committed to lifting up their 
stories, culture, and community 
through my work in landscape 
architecture and beyond.

The drawing used for the cover image was 
adapted from a photograph of Tataviam youth 
hiking on land owned by the Tataviam Land 
Conservancy.
Original image source: Tataviam-nsn.us

Toibinga / Pomona
Gabrielino - Tongva - Kizh Land

We at Cal Poly Pomona respectfully 
acknowledge the original caretakers 
of this land, the Tongva peoples, 
and all of their ancestors, elders, 
and descendants, past, present and 
emerging. We also recognize that this 
land known as Los Angeles County 
today is also home to many Indigenous 
peoples from all over, and we are 
grateful for the opportunity to live and 
work here as guests on these lands, 
the traditional, ancestral, and unceded 
territory of the Tongva.ii

Tochonanga / Newhall
Fernandeño Tataviam Land

I recognize and acknowledge the first 
people of this ancestral territory of 
Tochonanga that is now occupied by 
Newhall; honor their elders, past and 
present, and the descendants who are 
citizens of the Fernandeño Tataviam 
Band of Mission Indians. 
I recognize that they were stewards 
to this land’s plants and animals for 
thousands of years, that the health 
of the ecosystem depended on their 
presence and care, and they are 
responsible for shaping the landscape 
of the beautiful open spaces we enjoy 
today. I also recognize that the Tribe 
is still recovering and healing from 
the trauma caused by their violently 
forced removal from this landscape 
by the State of California, and that 
we, as environmental and community 
builders in today’s landscape, have a 
responsibility to contribute towards 
this healing. I recognize that the Tribe 
is still here and I am committed to 
lifting up their stories, culture, and 
community. This project is a first step 
in doing so.

—Adapted from The Fernandeño Tataviam Band 
of Mission Indians’ “Land Acknowledgments on 
Our Homelands”
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Living Creek, Thriving Community is a set of design, 
program, and policy recommendations for the community of 
east Newhall. 
An analysis of existing conditions was conducted including 
literature reviews, CalEnviroScreen 3.0, US Census, and local 
energy provider data, as well as site visits and interviews with 
residents and community leaders. 
East Newhall is a working-class community of color within 
the City of Santa Clarita in California’s North Los Angeles 
County. The community encompasses two census tracts 
(tracts 9203.36 and 9203.37) over an area of approximately 
1.4 square miles. East Newhall residents are more likely to be 
linguistically isolated, have lower educational attainment, face 
rent-burden, lack access to health insurance, live in single 
parent households, and raise children in poverty than their 
neighbors in Santa Clarita or Los Angeles County. 
The region is part of the historical territory of the Fernandeño 
Tataviam Band of Mission Indians who were forcibly removed 
from the area during the beginning of the resource extraction, 
which continues today in the active oil and gas wells. The 
region’s remaining undeveloped land with stands of native Oak 
trees and the unchannelized Newhall Creek are vulnerable to 
pollution and the effects of climate change. The residents are 
also vulnerable to the effects of wildfires, extreme heat, and 
the social inequities caused by a lack of living-wage jobs and 
vehicle-oriented infrastructure.  
The Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians acquires 
and holds land under conservation easements through the 
Tataviam Land Conservancy. Because the Conservancy’s 
work centers around conserving the natural resources in the 
area, by supporting the Conservancy we can better protect 
the quality of the environment and better serve the current 
residents of east Newhall. 

The project goals are to:
1. Support Indigenous rights, representation and 
reconciliation
2. Prioritize social equity
3. Promote climate resiliency
4. Enhance public health and ecological benefits
These goals are supported by multiple objectives that seek to 
address issues unique to east Newhall, as well as align with 
goals of various California state agencies which fund climate 
change mitigation and resilience projects. The objectives 
include granting environmental personhood to Newhall Creek 
and native Oak trees, strengthening pedestrian connections 
between housing, learning, commerce and open space, and 
integrating traditional ecological knowledge in schools. 
A 0.6–square-mile area and six individual sites centered 
around Newhall Creek in Southeast Newhall are identified 
to illustrate the project goals and objectives. Design 
recommendations include expansion of open space held by 
the Tataviam Land Conservancy, enhancement of Creekview 
Park, transformation of Newhall Avenue to become more bike- 
and pedestrian-friendly, mixed-use redevelopment of an aging 
commercial area, a new community garden, and a proposal 
to connect McGrath Elementary School to Newhall Creek and 
expand outdoor learning opportunities. 
By opening public access to Newhall Creek and connecting 
housing, learning, commerce and open space, the Creek is 
transformed from an edge that separates neighborhoods into 
a central artery that connects residents to key locations in the 
community and to the life and landscape in the Creek.

Abstract
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Figure 1.0. Santa Clarita borders the I-5 freeway in north Los Angeles County.

Regional Context
North Los Angeles County 
and the City of Santa Clarita
 
The City of Santa Clarita is part of north Los 
Angeles County. Located 30 miles north of 
downtown L.A., the City is cradled between 
the San Gabriel Mountains and Angeles 
National Forest to the east, and the Santa 
Susana Mountains to the west. 

The surrounding landscape is still largely 
undeveloped, with large amounts of open 
space, numerous parks, trails, and a dense 
tree canopy. The source of the City’s name, 
the Santa Clara River, flows through from 
east to west, eventually meeting the Pacific 
Ocean in Ventura. 

The City’s boundary is marked by The Golden 
State Freeway, (Interstate-5) on the west and 
the Antelope Valley Freeway (State Route 
14) to the east. The I-5, a major trucking 
route with a direct line to the Port of Los 
Angeles, makes Santa Clarita the last stop for 
northbound trucks leaving L.A. County.

Santa Clarita 
Santa Clarita, which today comprises the 
four communities of Valencia, Saugus, 
Canyon Country, and Newhall, was officially 
established in 1987. The eastern portion of 
Newhall (referred to here as east Newhall) is 
the oldest part of the City of Santa Clarita. 

Downtown Los Angeles

Santa Clarita

East 
Newhall

Ventura 
County

Los Angeles 
County

A n g e l e s  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t
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East Newhall
The scale of development in Santa Clarita 
is visibly different from east Newhall 
(Figures 1.2–1.5). Much of east Newhall 
uses a grid pattern, is a walkable scale, 
and has accessible connections between 
neighborhoods and landmarks which help 
increase the community’s imageability 
(Figure 1.6). However, tree cover is 
sparse, and residents rely on public 
green space. By contrast, many of the 
other Santa Clarita communities were 
developed during or since the 1960s, in 
a suburban pattern, require the use of a 
car to navigate, have more trees lining the 
streets, and residents have more access to 
private green space. 

Newhall Creek
The Santa Clara River flows from east of 
Santa Clarita westward all the way to the 
Pacific Ocean in Ventura. Newhall Creek 
flows through the center of east Newhall 
and joins the Santa Clara River to the 
north. Both the River and the Creek are 
unchannelized allowing them to support 
thriving plant and animal communities 
and absorb significantly more stormwater 
than the channelized waterways in the 
County. 

Local Context

Figure 1.1. The community of Newhall in the southern region of the City of Santa Clarita

Santa Clarita

south

west

north

east Newhall

 S a n t a  C l a r a  R i v e r

  N
e

w
ha l l  C ree k
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Local Context

Figure 1.5. Old Town Newhall’s downtown is walkable. 

Figure 1.3. East Newhall residential neighborhoods with smaller blocks. 

Figure 1.4. West Newhall’s car-oriented streets are not walkable. 

Figure 1.2. Valencia’s residential neighborhoods are built for cars. 
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Imageability of East Newhall 

Figure 1.6. 

The many landmarks from the 
public library and train station 
downtown, to the oil fields in the 
east and Newhall Park in the 
northwest give the community 
a different character and feeling 
from the rest of the City. 
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Ecology
Hydrology
The Santa Clara river is 
unchannelized, which is rare in 
Southern California hydrology. 
It connects to several tributaries 
including Newhall Creek which begins 
in the Angeles National Forest within 
the South Fork Santa Clara River 
watershed. 
Newhall Creek runs for 1.8 miles 
through east Newhall between two 
neighborhoods. The northern last half 
mile of the Creek enters a concrete 
channel as it crosses under the train 
tracks and Lyons Avenue. The Creek 
then meets the main Santa Clara 
River two miles north. The longer, 
unchannelized portion of Newhall 
Creek is an important natural resource 
as it allows for reduced speed in 
the flow of water and significantly 
more stormwater capture than the 
conventional concretized waterways in 
much of Los Angeles1. 

Plant Communities
There are several diverse plant 
communities in east Newhall 
including chaparral, coastal sage 
scrub, southern oak woodland, and 
riparian. These provide numerous 
ecological services2 including wildlife 
habitat, preservation of biodiversity, 

Figure 2.1. Mariposa Lily wildflower in Elsemere 
Canyon

erosion control, stormwater capture, 
biomass sequestration, educational 
opportunities, and aesthetic value. 
They have also provided local 
Indigenous tribes with food, fuel, and 
material sources for thousands of 
years and are an integral part of what 
makes the landscape sacred to the 
Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission 
Indians, both historically and today.3 
The Oak woodlands are prized by 
city officials and many locals for 
their beauty and thus the Valley 
Oak (Quercus lobata) is used on the 
City seal and on several promotional 
materials.4 

Wildlife
Wildlife sightings of native species 
in and around Newhall are common 
and can be tracked using iNaturalist 
data. Animals that have been observed 
in the area include Mountain Lions 
(Puma concolor), Coastal whiptail 
lizards (Aspidoscelis tigris stejnegeri), 
(a California Reptile Species of Special 
Concern), Least Bell’s Vireo (Vireo 
bellii ssp. pusillus), Black-Crowned 
Night-Herons (Nycticorax nycticorax) 
California Quails (Callipepla californica), 
and Ospreys (Pseudacris cadaverina). 
While these animals thrived in the 
region from time immemorial when 

the Tataviam Tribe were the caretakers of 
the landscape, today several of them are 
considered either protected, vulnerable, 
or endangered due to pollution and 
development.5

Figure 2.0. Newhall Creek after seasonal rains
Image source: SCOPE Watershed Grant Submittal

Newhall Creek 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         Newhall Creek Looking East from Community Center on Park and Arch St. Newhall 

(with surface flow from recent rainfall, no surface flow in dry months) 
 

 
 

Newhall Creek bed near 
Community Center on Park St – 

note trash 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Words in red bold letters
can be found in the Glossary.
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Figure 2.2. Some of the birds, reptiles, and mammals recorded by citizen scientists in and around Santa Clarita
Data source: iNaturalist

Ecology
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History
Indigenous History
The region in which Newhall sits 
today is part of the core ancestral 
territory of the Tataviam people. 
Tochonanga was a Tataviam village 
located in present-day Newhall.6 The 
Tataviam territory was centered in 
the upper Santa Clara River area 
(present-day Santa Clarita). Their tribal 
organization included several distinct 
villages and autonomous lineages. 
These lineages had distinct social 
identities and political structures but 
shared a common culture and spoke 
varieties of Takic languages.7 Although 
anthropologists estimate the Tataviam 
tribal groups arrived in the area 1,500 
years ago,8 their own creation stories 
date back to time immemorial.9 

Indigenous Land Management
Native tribes in California managed 
the landscape for food and other daily 
sustenance using advanced pruning, 
deliberate burning, harvesting, 
pest control, storage systems and 
trade networks for millennia before 
the arrival of the Spanish in the late 
18th century.10 The ways in which 
Indigenous American tribes managed 
the landscape for so many centuries 
was not only sustainable, it also used 
the concept of reciprocity as a guiding 

Figure 2.3. Fernandeno Tataviam Band of Mission Indians Historical Tribal Territory
Image source: tataviam-nsn.us
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Figure 2.4. This Valley Oak was trained as a sapling several centuries ago by Tataviam Indians to 
mark the way to nearby asphaltum springs. Known by locals as the “Signal Oak”, it still stands today 
on Pico Canyon Road behind the Extended Stay America hotel. 
Image source: scvhistory.com

principle.11 One did not take more than 
they needed, and the land, the plants 
and the animals were all relatives who 
shared the resources. People were 
no better, no more important than 
their Coyote, Hummingbird, or Sage 
relatives. Regarding the plants and 
animals as family members brought a 
sense of obligation to care for them as 
one would any family member.
The Fernandeño Tataviam Band of 
Mission Indians cites September of 
1797 as the beginning of the Spanish 
period during which the goals of 
the Spanish missionaries were “to 
detribalize the Indians and turn them 
into Spanish subjects”.12 Through this 
extended period of violently-enforced 
assimilation that began with Spanish 
rule, broken treaties of Mexican and 
American government, and today’s 
complex and convoluted process to 
obtain federal recognition, much of 
the tribe’s capacity to care for the 
landscape has been stolen and as 
a result is fragmented and requires 
support and resources in order to 
reclaim.
Today, we are finally starting to 
recognize Indigenous land-management 
practices, or Traditional Ecological 
Knowledge (TEK) as a critical tool to 
achieve climate resiliency.13 

History

Indigenous Fire Management in California
“Deliberate burning increased the abundance and density of edible tubers, greens, fruits, seeds, 
and mushrooms; enhanced feed for wildlife, controlled the insects and diseases;...increased the 
quantity and quality of material used for basketry and cordage; and encouraged the sprouts used 
for making household items, granaries, fish weirs, clothing, games, hunting and fishing traps, 
and weapons. It also removed dead material and promoted growth through the recycling of dead 
nutrients, decreased plant competition, and maintained specific plant community types such as 
coastal prairies and montane meadows.”14 

-Anderson, Kat M., Tending the Wild, 136  



Living Creek, Thriving Community12Analysis

History

Figure 2.6. Timeline comparing history of Indigenous oppression with the relatively recent history of resource exploitation.
Data Sources: scvhistory.com, tataviam-nsn.us, and signalscv.com
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History
Resource Exploitation
In the early 19th century Newhall 
entered an era of resource extraction 
that continues today, starting in 1813 
with ranchers using Elsemere Canyon, 
east of Newhall, for grazing cattle.15 
Following a 1842 gold discovery in 
nearby Placerita Canyon, the town’s 
role in the California Gold Rush 
mirrored patterns across the west in 
which the search for gold increased the 
violence against the native tribes.16 
In 1876, when Newhall was founded, 
Star Oil built the first commercial 
oil refinery in the state: Pioneer Oil 
Refinery,17 and the region around east 
Newhall has several active oil and gas 
wells today. Newhall also played a role 
in Mulholland’s crusade to import 
water from the Sierra Nevadas to the 
Los Angeles basin, when the Newhall 
Pass (just south of downtown Newhall) 
became the location of the terminus of 
the Los Angeles Aqueduct in 1913. 

Modern Development
While much of Newhall developed 
gradually around the available 
resources and railroad line, the rest 
of the Santa Clarita area did not see 
an increase in development until the 
1960s with the explosion of American 
suburbs. In 1968 the first master-
planned tract housing development 
homes were sold in the neighboring 
community of Valencia. Developers 
used the region’s scenic hillsides and 
mature Oak trees to illustrate an idyllic 
life away from inner-city Los Angeles. 
In 1987, just under 20 years later, the 
City of Santa Clarita was founded by 
incorporating Newhall, Valencia and 
the neighboring communities of Saugus 
and Canyon Country. Since then, 
population and residential development 
in Santa Clarita has been growing 
steadily and is expected to continue 
at a faster pace than the rest of L.A. 
County. 

“You come home to Valencia by means of a 
wide, uncrowded freeway that winds through 

oak-studded hills. 
These hills are important. 

They separate Valencia’s way of living from 
the rest of the crowded, noisy, smoggy bustle 

of Southern California”

—Come Home to Valencia, 1969
Figure 2.7. 1913 postcard image of the Los Angeles Aqueduct in Newhall
Source: scvhistory.com

Figure 2.8. “Oak-studded hills” from California 
Land Co. 1969 brochure “Come Home to Valencia”
Source: scvhistory.com
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Figures 2.9. and 2.10. Population Growth and Forecasts for Santa Clarita and Los Angeles County between 2000–2040
Data sources: 2000 U.S. Bureau of the Census, Profile of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000 Decennial Census, TableID: DP1.
2016–2040 RTP/SCS Final Growth Forecast by Jurisdiction

Population Growth
Future Growth & Development
Santa Clarita has seen a faster 
population increase than L.A.County 
over the last 20 years (with a 46 
percent increase compared to L.A. 
County’s 8 percent increase).18, 19 This 
trend is expected to continue over the 
next 20 years, with Santa Clarita’s 
population increasing by 19 percent 
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and L.A. County’s only increasing by 
12 percent. If we compare the rising 
population of Santa Clarita and average 
east Newhall household size (3.91 for 
renter-occupied units), we can see 
that Santa Clarita is going to need to 
provide 12,760 additional housing 
units over the next 20 years in east 
Newhall. This means that the City will 

need to find space to build these units 
without reducing biodiversity and habitat 
or encroaching on wildfire hazard zones. 
The City’s predominant housing style of 
single-family homes on large lots will not 
be able to accommodate this increase in 
residents while maintaining the region’s 
open space and biodiversity intact. 
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Figure 2.12. Placerita Canyon oil fields

Figure 2.11. Pollution sites in and around east Newhall
Data source: CalEnviroScreen 3.0 and CalGEM Well Finder

Figure 2.13. CalTrans solid waste facility

Environmental Health
Pollution
East Newhall experiences relatively 
moderate pollution when compared to the 
rest of California but the community does 
have a high rate of solid waste sites due 
to the nearby Sunshine Canyon Landfill 
(two miles south of the community); a 
mud sump oil field half a mile south of the 
community, and a CalTrans solid waste 
facility on Newhall Avenue.20

The community is bordered by the 12-
lane Antelope Valley Freeway (State 
Route 14) on the east, and diesel trucks 
use the main traffic corridor, Newhall 
Avenue, which runs through the center 
of the community and connects the 14 
to Interstate 5, three miles west. The 
residential parts of east Newhall are 
directly adjacent to the railroad tracks, 
on which both Metrolink service and 
Southern Pacific Railway freight trains run 
daily. 
Most alarming, however, are the hundreds 
of active oil and gas wells in northeast 
Newhall, the closest of which are less than 
1,000 feet from housing.21 There are also 
several areas surrounding the community 
with idle or plugged oil and gas wells on 
otherwise vacant land. These play an 
important role in the quality of life and 
public health for east Newhall residents as 
they are linked to public health issues.22
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Figure 2.15. Recently burned hillside in Placerita Canyon

Environmental Health
Wildfire
Newhall is surrounded by undeveloped 
hillsides with a high risk of wildfires. 
These areas have experienced 
several wildfires already over the last 
decade.23 California is expected to 
see an increase in extreme wildfires, 
with some scenarios showing them 
more than doubling by the end of the 
century.24 
As fires become more frequent and 
more severe due to drought and 
climate change, the plants and animals 
have an increasingly difficult time 
regenerating and adapting. Of special 
concern within these wildfire hazard 
zones are the areas that overlap with 
planned development zones. 
Developing in wildfire hazard zones 
increases the risk to community 
members of having to evacuate or 
losing their homes.25 The negative 
effects on respiratory health increase,26 
as well as financial losses27 of the City 
due to having to protect homes and 
businesses from wildfires. 

Figure 2.14. Wildfire Hazard Zone (shown in red) around east Newhall
Data source: Santa-Clarita.com
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Biodiversity Loss
The thousands of mature Oak trees 
in the landscape in and around 
east Newhall provide the gifts of 
shade, wildlife habitat, carbon 
sequestration, and aesthetic 
enhancement.28 Santa Clarita 
understands the important role Oaks 
play as a keystone species The 
City maintains an Oak Protection 
Ordinance, uses an Oak symbol on the 
city seal, and is an annual participant 
in the Arbor Foundation’s Tree City 
USA program.29 
The area surrounding east Newhall 
is home to thousands of Valley Oaks 
(Quercus lobata) and Coast Live Oaks 
(Quercus agrifolia) but these are 
threatened by development projects. 
Starting in 2017, the Gate-King 
development project was approved to 
remove 1,100 and disturb 551 healthy 
Oak trees to make way for a new 
business park.30 
There is some mitigation happening, 
but the replacement Oaks are much 
smaller than the Oaks removed 
and thus will not reach full carbon 
sequestration capacity for many years. 
The City’s Oak Protection Ordinance 
states that a removed native Oak tree 
with a 8–12 inch diameter must be 
replaced with two 24 inch-box native 

Figure 2.16. Gate-King pre-development in 2003 
(east Newhall boundary shown in red) 
Image Source: Google Earth

Figure 2.17. Gate-King development in 2019 
(east Newhall boundary shown in red) 
Image Source: Google Earth

Environmental Health
Oaks. For every additional 6 inches of 
trunk diameter on a removed Oak, an 
additional 24 inch-box native Oak is to 
be planted. 
Considering the multiple benefits that 
having mature Oaks in the landscape 
provides,31 and the inevitability of more 
development occurring in the area, 
if the City does not enforce its Oak 
Protection Ordinance more strongly 
and find ways to protect the Oaks while 
also providing housing for the growing 
community, the City is bound to lose 
thousands more acres of habitat and 
biodiversity in coming years.

The commonly recognized impacts of tree 
canopy and habitat loss include reduced 
carbon sequestration and reduced 
aesthetic beauty for the community. 
However, today we must also consider 
our role as global citizens as we come 
to better understand how biodiversity 
loss is connected to the emergence of 
contagious diseases like COVID-19.32 
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Race & Ethnicity
There are 13,884 people living 
in the two census tracts which 
encompass east Newhall.33 There 
are four residential working-class 
neighborhoods, including two mobile 
home parks, several high-density 
apartments and condominiums, and 
one single-family home neighborhood 
with small, single story houses. East 
Newhall is 74 percent Latino/a/x 
and has the highest percentage of 
undocumented residents within the city 
of Santa Clarita.34 During much of the 
COVID-19 pandemic undocumented 
immigrants were not eligible for 
receiving federal stimulus aid, making 
an already vulnerable group even more 
at risk for eviction and homelessness.35 

Access to Resources
East Newhall has a high percentage of 
limited-English-speaking households, 
a high percentage of single-parent 
households, and a high percentage 
of residents without access to health 
insurance.36 
The percentage of residents with less 
than a high school education is higher 
(31 percent) than in Santa Clarita (9 
percent) or the County (20 percent). 

Demographics

Total Population
13,884
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Income & Poverty
Median household income is lower 
in east Newhall ($54K) than the City 
($94K) and County ($64K) averages, 
with 24 percent of residents living in 
poverty. This is more than two times 
the poverty rate for the city of Santa 
Clarita. Forty-four (44) percent of east 
Newhall’s children under five years old 
are living in poverty. This is in contrast 
to 22 percent in the County, and 14 
percent in Santa Clarita. 

Job Availability
The five largest job sectors employing 
east Newhall residents include: Food 
Preparation and Serving; Building and 
Grounds Cleaning and Maintenance; 
Sales; Office and Administrative 
Support; and Construction and 
Extraction.37 
All of these sectors on average 
(excluding Food Preparation and 
Serving) provide a living wage ($14.83 
per hour) for a single adult. However an 
individual with one child would need to 
earn an hourly wage of at least $31.46 
to support their household, which is 
above the average wage provided by 
any of these job sectors. Individuals 
supporting more than one child would 
need to earn an even higher wage. This 
means that residents in east Newhall 
supporting children are not working 
living-wage jobs.38 

In Santa Clarita the number of jobs 
available per capita is higher than in 
L.A. County. However most of these jobs 
provide wages that are not sufficient to 
support the workers living in east Newhall, 
especially if they are trying to support a 
family. 

Informal Economy
Several indicators of an informal economy 
are present in east Newhall including 
a high percentage of undocumented 
residents, the prevalence of street vendors, 
and check-cashing services.39 East 
Newhall is one of the few neighborhoods 
in Santa Clarita where residents can 
count on produce trucks and street 
vendors selling culturally relevant 
food and groceries. The active street-
vending economy here is a testament to 
local entrepreneurship possibilities and 
contributes to safe and dynamic public 
spaces where people interact on a daily 
basis and get to know their neighbors.40 

Demographics
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Public Health
East Newhall has three times the 
number of renter-occupied housing 
units than L.A.County (74 percent) 
or Santa Clarita (only 26 percent) 
indicating less housing stability.42

City Health
Public health data at the census tract 
level in east Newhall is limited, however 
comparing Santa Clarita’s public health 
to the L.A.County’s reveals there are 
several public health issues in the area 
including higher rates of depression, 
suicide, and overdose. This indicates a 
need for community mental health and 
addiction recovery services. 

Housing
Sixty-three (63) percent of east Newhall 
residents experience rent burden. This 
is higher than the City (60 percent) 
or County (56 percent) averages. 
Families facing rent burden may have 
their health affected in several ways 
including having less income available 
for nutritious food and necessary 
health care expenses. This can cause 
stress and instability in minor cases, 
and can lead to becoming unhoused 
in severe cases. The physical and 
mental costs of being unhoused include 
crowding, mental health issues, and 
increased susceptibility to disease.41 

Santa 
Clarita

26%

74%

Owner-occupied housing Renter-occupied housing

east
Newhall

74%

26%

There are also higher rates of breast 
cancer indicating a need to support 
health services for women such as 
Single Mothers Outreach and the 
Samuel Dixon Family Health Clinic. 
Rates of those diagnosed with asthma 
are higher in Santa Clarita (9 percent 
of the population) than in the County 
(7 percent). The increasing risk of 
wildfires impacts respiratory health 
due to the particulate matter and 
nitrous oxides.43 This indicates a need 
for implementing community-level 
respiratory health programs as well as 
reducing the sources of air pollution 
by addressing wildfires and vehicle 
emissions. 

Food Access
Food access is lower in Santa Clarita 
as the grocery outlets are spread out 
geographically requiring the use of a 
personal vehicle. There are no grocery 
stores in east Newhall. The closest one 
is Vallarta on Lyons Avenue: a 30- to 
60-minute walk from the community’s 
residential neighborhoods. 

Housing Tenure

Figure 2.18. Owner-occupied and renter-occupied housing units in east Newhall and Santa Clarita
Data source: American Community Survey, 2018
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Public Health
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Figure 2.19. Depression, overdose, suicide, food access, asthma and breast cancer rates are higher in Santa Clarita than in L.A. County.
Data source: Source: Los Angeles County Department of Public Health. City and Community Health Profiles: Santa Clarita. June 2018
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Extreme Heat
The Santa Clarita Valley typically has 
more extreme weather patterns than 
Los Angeles. The valley experiences 
higher highs in the summer months 
and lower lows during the winter. 
Climate scientists predict both daytime 
and nighttime average temperatures 
to rise in the state, and heat waves to 
increase significantly.44 
Extreme heat causes the most weather-
related deaths in the United States, in 
part because it is difficult to recognize 
the symptoms.45 This is significant for 
east Newhall’s predominantly Latino/
a/x population because they are among 
the three groups in Los Angeles most 
vulnerable to heat, along with African 
Americans and the elderly, and are 
expected to see the largest increase in 
mortality due to extreme heat events.46 
Conditions in the public spaces in 
east Newhall make the community 
vulnerable to extreme heat events, 
including the lack of tree cover on 
Newhall Avenue, the high ratio of 
asphalt compared to permeable 
surfaces (contributers to the urban 
heat island effect), and the long 
distances residents are forced to walk 
between their homes and sites such 
as McGrath Elementary School and 
Vallarta grocery store. 

Public Health

Figure 2.20. Santa Clarita and Los Angeles 
average temperatures
Data source: weather-us.com

Figure 2.21. Low tree canopy coverage on Newhall 
Avenue

Figure 2.22. Few trees and lots of asphalt in the 
East Newhall shopping center
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Greenhouse Gas Inventory
Carbon Emissions in east Newhall
A greenhouse gas inventory of 
emissions in Newhall’s zip code (91321) 
shows that in 2018 the community 
produced emissions close to the 
average per capita levels seen across 
L.A.County. Vehicle emissions are 
the greatest contributor, accounting 
for 66 percent of total emissions. 
Emissions from vehicles are almost 
entirely produced by gasoline vehicles 
(89 percent) with diesel vehicles being 
the second largest contributor (10 
percent). Electric, hybrid, and natural 
gas vehicles account for less than one 
percent of the total vehicle emissions. 

This is typical for Southern California 
communities which rely on personal 
vehicles to commute to work. 
East Newhall’s options for alternatives 
to using personal vehicles are limited. 
Although there is a Metrolink station 
located in downtown Newhall, tickets 
are expensive ($14 for a round-trip 
ticket to L.A. Union Station). Less than 
3 percent of commuters use public 
transportation to get to work. Most 
drive alone (as opposed to carpooling).

Residential
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Commercial 
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Agricultural
1,193

Building Emissions 
54,051 total 

(metric tonnes of carbon per year)
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Figure 2.23. Annual carbon emissions (in metric tonnes) from buildings, vehicles, and total produced in Newhall’s zip code 91321
Data sources: SoCalGas, Southern California Edison, California DMV and CalRecycle. 
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Analysis Summary

Figure 2.25. The major issues faced by east Newhall residents include biodiversity and habitat loss from the Gate-King development, pollution from oil 
wells, development within wildfire hazard zones, a lack of grocery stores within walking distance from residential neighborhoods, and the channelized 
portion of Newhall Creek. 
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Figure 2.26. Major assets in east Newhall include the large regions of undeveloped land and Significant Ecological Area, the many schools and community 
services, the mostly unchannelized Newhall Creek, the Newhall Metrolink station, ample park space, and a freeway underpass providing potential for 
wildlife to cross the State Route 14 freeway. 

Analysis 25

Analysis Summary
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Analysis Summary

Figure 2.27. East Newhall households are much more likely to be linguistically isolated, have lower educational attainment, face rent-burden, lack access 
to health insurance, be headed by single parents and raise children in poverty than their neighbors in Santa Clarita or L.A.County. 
Data source: American Community Survey, 2018
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Moving Forward

East Newhall’s key issues and 
challenges can be balanced with 
the community’s key assets and 
opportunities. 
Following a violent history of 
Indigenous oppression and resource 
exploitation, the Tataviam Land 
Conservancy is working to reclaim and 
conserve land and restore resources. 
Despite significant economic hardship 
in the community several active 
community organizations are working 
to provide resources and services for 
low-income residents. 
East Newhall has its own specific set 
of climate change and public health 
vulnerabilities and is experiencing 
biodiversity and habitat loss, but 
it also has a special opportunity to 
mitigate these by conserving the rare 
unchannelized creek, the tree canopy, 
and the undeveloped land. 
By connecting the community’s unique 
challenges to its equally unique 
assets, and taking advantage of these 
opportunities today, east Newhall 
will become a thriving community 
tomorrow. 

Figure 2.28. East Newhall’s main issues summarized into four categories and paired with related 
assets revealing where opportunities may lie. 

Analysis Summary
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Based on the past, present, and future 
conditions in east Newhall, the goals of 
this project are to:

1. Support Indigenous Rights, 
Representation and Reconciliation 
by supporting the Tataviam Land 
Conservancy’s goals of Preservation, 
Heritage, and Education. 

As the ancestral caretakers of the 
region’s lands and ecology, the 
Tataviam people played a major role 
in shaping today’s natural landscape. 
By honoring the Tataviam’s rights 
to reclaim their land and conserve 
the environment and preserve their 
heritage, and by supporting their 
mission to educate the public about 
their culture, east Newhall residents 
can gain access to the environmental 
conditions needed to support a thriving 
community. 

2. Prioritize Social Equity 
in planning and development in order 
to foster a strong sense of identity, 
cohesion, and financial security for east 
Newhall community members. 

The socio-economic issues in the 
community are significant, and 
residents should have access to 
healthy foods, to living-wage jobs, 

and to housing security without being 
burdened by their rent. 

3. Promote Climate Resiliency 
in planning and development while 
supporting the needs of a growing 
population. 

This goal prioritizes preparing for the 
population growth while ensuring that 
sustainable development occurs, as 
well as mitigating the environmental 
risks of climate change and reducing 
the community’s impact on global 
warming. 

4. Enhance public health and 
ecological benefits 
by working to repair, protect, and 
nourish the community’s rare and 
valuable natural resources and ensure a 
safe and healthy east Newhall for future 
generations. 

A healthy environment contributes to 
a healthy community. By addressing 
both together, the objectives of this goal 
will create opportunities for people to 
interact with and live within healthy 
ecologies. 

Concept

Support Indigenous 
Rights, representation and 
Reconciliation1
Prioritize 
Social Equity2
Promote 
Climate Resiliency3
Enhance 
Public Health and 
Ecological Benefits4

These goals align with those of several 
state agencies (such as the California 

Strategic Growth Council, the Rivers and 
Mountains Conservancy, the California 
Air Resources Board and CalFire) and 

will help the community use this project 
as a guide to obtain state funding to 

move forward with the recommendations. 

Project Goals
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Preservation
Support the Tataviam Land Conservancy’s 
efforts to acquire land from their 
traditional territory.

1. Identify, map, and prioritize 
locations for acquisition based on 
cultural significance and likelihood of 
future ownership

2. Donate undeveloped land currently 
zoned for development and falling 
within wildfire hazard zones to the 
Conservancy.

3. Identify state and federal 
funding opportunities for which the 
Conservancy is eligible.

4. Support the Conservancy’s efforts to 
conduct land suitability analyses.

Heritage
Support the Tataviam Land Conservancy’s 
efforts to protect and restore sacred 
cultural landscapes.  

5. Incorporate Tataviam conservation 

practices in City land-use policies and 
environmental ordinances. 

6. Incorporate traditional Indigenous 
land management practices into all 
new development and existing land use 
policies. 

7. Pass stream-protection ordinances 
for the Newhall Creek and Santa Clara 
River.

8. Ensure all literature surrounding 
Oak trees on the City’s website 
recognizes and gives credit to the 
Tataviam people for the centuries of 
care and management. 

9. Grant environmental personhood 
to native Oaks, Newhall Creek, and the 
Santa Clara River. 

Education 
Support the Tataviam Land Conservancy’s 
efforts to increase public understanding 
and education on Tataviam culture and 
land management practices

10. Create an ethnobotanical garden, 

or learning center in east Newhall on 
undeveloped land.

11. Install public art that celebrates 
the Tataviam land-based belief system 
“in which natural features and places 
on the landscape are fundamental”.

12. Ensure all City literature 
uses language that recognizes the 
Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission 
Indians as a current and active tribal 
community, and removes any that 
diminishes the Tribe to an historical or 
ancient element. 

Potential Community Partners
To be determined by the Tataviam Land Conservancy. 
May include: Santa Clarita City Council; Santa Clarita Boy’s and Girl’s Club; 
McGrath Elementary; SCOPE; Newhall Public Library; CalArts; Santa Clarita 
Historical Society.

Support Indigenous Rights, representation and Reconciliation

Figure 3.0. California Governor Newsom 
and California Tribal leaders declare Native 
American Heritage Month, November 2019. 
Image Source: Office of Governor Gavin Newsom

Objectives for Goal #1
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Objectives for Goal #2 Prioritize Social Equity

Increase availability of living-wage 
jobs for Newhall residents
1. Support local produce and street 
vendors by reducing barriers to 
success.
a. Establish permanent locations   
for street vending and produce   
trucks in parks.
b. Subsidize and provide   
training for application and permitting 
processes for street vending.

2. Partner with local job training 
organizations to support green 
economy applicants.

3. Add sustainability curriculum to 
Santa Clarita Worksource Center and 
American Job Center training.

4. Provide office space and training for 
green economy job applicants.

5. Ensure/strengthen contracts for 
local development to require local 
hiring and disadvantaged worker 
employment. 

6. Hire local gardeners, and partner 
with Tataviam Elders Back to Work 
Program47 to manage the new park, 
gardens, and bioswales.

7. Hire and train new, unarmed 
Community Services representatives 
instead of police to resolve conflicts and 
provide other needed services.48

8. Create City-funded task force with 
locally hired community leaders to 
support implementation of above 
recommendations

Prepare local youth for entering a 
living-wage workforce
9. Partner with the local Boy’s and 
Girl’s Club and the Santa Clarita 
Community Center to provide training 
and after-school programs for green 
economy jobs for local young adults. 

10. Create a sustainability scholarship 
for local high school students entering 
environmentally focused college degree 
programs.

Develop robust, equity-focused 
affordable housing plan
11. Increase affordable housing in 
Santa Clarita/redistribute affordable 
housing throughout the City.
a. Create 2,208 units for very low-
income levels ($41,400 or less for a 
family of four)
b. 1,315 units for low-income levels (up 
to $66,250)

12. Create new affordable and 
transitional housing units in 
commercial center with childcare 
facilities for residents.

a. Prioritize single parents in 
applications.
b. New housing should be walking 
distance to schools.
c. Design spaces that encourage 
community bonding with central areas.

Increase Food Accessibility
13. Create new grocery store in 
commercial center with roof garden for 
growing food.
a. Install community fridges outside.
b. Look to Fresco Community Market 
for equitable and community-based 
hiring model. 

14. Install culturally relevant 
community food gardens in at least 3 
locations.
a. Partner with local community 
gardens to develop business model to 
sell produce to local restaurants and 
collaborate in food-waste composting 
program. 

15. Implement free or subsidized 
shuttle bus or carpool service to 
Vallarta grocery store.
a. Free service for single/working 
parents
b. Not affiliated with the City transit 
system
c. Hire local drivers
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Objectives for Goal #2 Prioritize Social Equity

Increase Representation of Local 
Residents in Public Spaces
16. Follow through with Santa 
Clarita Arts Master Plan: Public Art 
Recommendation 1.3 to “enact a 
percent-for-art requirement for all new 
public capital improvement projects” by 
2022.49 

17. Follow through with all 
recommendations from the Santa Clarita 
Arts Master Plan: Public Art “Diversity 
and Inclusion” chapter.50

a. Create a Diversity and Inclusion 
Subcommittee of the Arts Commission
b. Explore projects that address 
diversity and inclusion through the 
City’s Arts Grants and Community 
Services Grants.
c. Increase culturally diverse 
programming produced or supported 
by the City.
d. Make available technical assistance 
services to culturally specific 
organizations and support their 
organizational development. 

18. Install public art that centers current 
local residents’ and Indigenous voices 
and experiences. 

a. Hire local BIPOC artists and youth 
groups for art planning and design.
b. Engage the community in planning 
and design of public art projects. 

Potential Community Partners
SCV Artist Association; The Art Tree; Single Mother’s Outreach; Santa Clarita 
Community Garden; Santa Clarita Worksource Center; American Job Center; Old 
Town Newhall Association; Bridge to Home; Santa Clarita City Council, SCV For 
Change, Boys and Girls Club of Santa Clarita Valley, Pine Street D.I.Y.

Figure 3.1. Garden plots for growing food close to home, more trees for cooling and new trails for 
residents walking across east Newhall can make a big difference for people without access to a vehicle.  
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Objectives for Goal #3 Promote Climate Resiliency

Prohibit New Development in 
Wildfire Hazard Zones
1. Map area’s wildfire hazard zone 
and new development crossover.

2. Adopt climate-resilient design 
typology for landscaping of single-
family residential neighborhoods.

3. Identify locations for new housing 
outside of wildfire hazard zones.

4. Donate the undeveloped land in 
east Newhall to the Tataviam Land 
Conservancy instead of developing it 
through the Master’s University Master 
plan.

5. Develop program to use single-family 
homes with low-occupancy to house 
large families with low income.
a. Identify at least three neighborhoods 
with opportunities to increase density.

Increase Stormwater Capture 
6. Replace impermeable surfaces 
on the creek edges with permeable 
surfaces.

7. Build multi-benefit stormwater 
capture projects.
a. Micro-creek at McGrath Elementary
b. Bioswale on Newhall Avenue
c. Permeable paving in commercial 
center and park

d. Mitigate seasonal flooding at 
Hawaiian Gardens mobile home park.
e. Redesign landscape at Eternal Valley 
Cemetery.
f. Create visual cues for entry of 
Newhall Creek from top of watershed as 
part of McGrath Elementary watershed 
program.

Establish Climate-Resilient 
Development Guidelines
8. Impose strict limitations on 
concrete use for new development.

9. New development must use green 
infrastructure. 
a. Install solar panels and green roofs 
on affordable housing structures.

10. Zero-tolerance for developing 
commercial projects on Significant 
Ecological Areas, or threatened 
species habitat.

Reduce Emissions 50—52% 
Below 2005 Levels by 203051 

11. Building Use
a. Implement solar roof subsidy 
programs for residents.
b. Offer incentives to businesses 
to obtain CA Green Business 
certification.
c. Implement LED retrofits at all city 
facilities by 2022.

12. Waste
a. Establish food waste composting at 
community gardens.
b. Offer incentives to restaurants to 
donate food waste to community gardens.

13. Transportation
a. Reduce the speed limit to 25 mph on 
Newhall Avenue.
b. Install Class I protected bike lanes and 
bioswales on Newhall Avenue. 
c. Transition all city vehicles to electric by 
2022.
d. Set restrictions on school bus idling 
for Hart High School and McGrath 
Elementary.52

e. Install bike share at affordable housing 
and commercial center.

Potential Community Partners
TLC; SCOPE; Santa Clarita City 
Council; McGrath Elementary; Newhall 
Water Division, SCV Water Board; 
Placerita Nature Center; SoCalGas

Figure 3.2. Stormwater capture project in a front 
yard in Valencia 
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Objectives for Goal #4 Enhance Public Health and Ecological Benefits

Increase Wildlife Habitat
1. Conduct oil field restoration 
project on the abandoned Hondo oil 
field to create wildlife crossing of the 
State Route 14.
a. Target local species in design 
solutions and ensure no ecological 
traps are created.

2. Establish guidelines for increasing 
biodiversity in city planting plans.

3. Implement Dark Skies Program.53 

4. Prioritize wildlife habitat in all 
landscaping. 

Mitigate Health Impacts Caused by 
Climate Change
5. Respiratory Health / Air Pollution

a. Implement community air-quality 
monitoring program.54 
b. Implement buy-back program for gas 
powered landscaping equipment.
c. Create safe outdoor learning 
environments for local schools that can 
be used during coronavirus outbreaks.

6. Extreme Heat

a. Protect existing trees and increase 
tree canopy.
b. Rewrite Oak Protection Ordinance 

with stronger accountability measures.
c. Create quantifiable metrics that 
demonstrate economic value of tree 
canopy. 
d. Establish cooling centers with 
outdoor deep shade facilities.
e. Provide permanent clean drinking 
water access at central locations.
f. Increase green infrastructure on 
Newhall and Railroad Avenues.

Protect Newhall Creek 
7. Create connections and access 
points that are safe and open to the 
public.

8. Foster a sense of stewardship in 
youth through watershed education 
program.

9. Write policy recommendations that 
demonstrate value of retaining natural 
stream bed.

10. Use phytoremediation for creek-
planting.

11. Conduct regular inspections of 

Potential Community Partners
TLC; SCOPE; Samuel Dixon Family Health Center; Northeast Valley Health 
Clinic; Old Town Newhall Association (a group of Newhall small businesses and 
community leaders); Single Mother’s Outreach; Bridge to Home; Santa Clarita City 
Council; Respira Sano; Boys and Girls Club of Santa Clarita Valley. 

Figure 3.3. Outdoor play space under a Pepper tree 
provides deep shade for kids playing in summer. 

creek-adjacent properties to prevent 
polluting of Newhall Creek.

Recover from Oil and Gas Extraction
12. Begin working towards permanent 
closure of oil and gas extraction wells 
ahead of California state deadlines.55

13. Restore oil and gas extraction sites 
prioritizing those closest to residential 
neighborhoods.

14. Implement oil extraction public-health 
education campaign. 

15. Divest city funds from fossil fuels.
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Mapping the Project Goals and 
Objectives
Different spatial criteria are needed 
to meet the objectives of each goal. 
For example, the Tataviam Land 
Conservancy will benefit more from 
acquiring a healthy stand of mature 
Oaks than an abandoned oil field. 
Likewise, community members will 
benefit more directly from physical 
changes to the built environment 
that are close to home than from 
changes to areas that are not within 
walking distance. 
Existing resources like schools, 
community centers, and commercial 
districts should be leveraged where 
and whenever possible. 

Spatial Criteria for Goal #1: Support 
Indigenous Rights, Representation and 
Reconciliation

a. Land with cultural significance
b. Land with ecological value
c. Land available for sale
d. Land for which the seller/owner is 
willing to negotiate the terms
e. Local educational facilities with 
potential for partnership

Spatial Criteria for Goal #2: Prioritize 
Social Equity

a. Convenient, central locations
b. Spaces already used by the public
c. Places that can support large groups
d. Locations outside of the wildfire 
hazard zone

Concept

Spatial Criteria
Spatial Criteria for Goal #3: Promote Climate 
Resiliency

a. Large areas of available land
b. Areas that support the Tataviam Land 
Conservancy’s goals
c. Locations of existing and vulnerable 
natural resources
d. Spaces that are already used by 
community members

Spatial Criteria for Goal #4: to Enhance 
Public Health and Ecological Benefits

a. Locations of existing and vulnerable 
natural resources
b. Significant Ecological Areas
c. High-pollution areas
d. Spaces that can increase food access

Figure 3.4. This grove of mature Oaks adjacent to Newhall Creek meets the spatial criteria (a and b) for Goal #1.
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Figure 3.5. Summary 
Map of recommendations 
for policy, program, and 
physical changes in east 
Newhall. 



native plantings should be incorporated 
in all new development projects. 
b. Prioritize biodiversity in landscape 
design choices. Use a variety of climate-
appropriate and native plants. Use a 
diverse range of species, with the 10–
20–30 rule being set as the minimum 
limit for diversity in trees. This will 
generate a highly diverse, polycultural 
plant palette. 

6. Close Oil Wells and Rehabilitate the 
Land

Close the oil wells and begin restoring 
the land. This will reduce air pollution 
levels for east Newhall residents, 
and better prepare the community to 
transition into independence from fossil 
fuels, and climate resilience.

1. Food Accessibility 
and Waste Diversion
Require local restaurants, grocery 
stores, and Old Town Newhall Farmer’s 
Market to participate in local food 
waste composting and community 
fridge programs to offset the emissions 
from organic waste and increase food 
accessibility. 

2. Oak Tree Protection

Rewrite the Oak Protection Ordinance 
granting the Oaks environmental 
personhood. Prioritize protecting 
existing Oaks and supporting their 
legal status as community members. 
Replacing trees must be a last resort. 
Granting personhood to the native Oak 
trees will significantly increase their 
survival rate. 

3. Support Street Vendors
Reduce the barriers for truck owners 
and operators so that they can sell 
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Policy Changes
produce from more locations, and 
more easily obtain affordable vending 
licenses. Produce trucks provide 
multiple community benefits including 
increasing culturally relevant food 
access, creating opportunities for social 
bonding, and business opportunities 
for truck owners.56

4. Tataviam Land Acquisition and 
Conservation

a. Charge developers a percentage 
of project value to support the 
Conservancy’s costs of land 
stewardship. 
b. Donate 1,200 acres of Significant 
Ecological Area in the southern region 
to the Conservancy.
c. Grant environmental personhood to 
Newhall Creek, the Santa Clara River, 
and to the native Oak trees to support 
conservation efforts and the process of 
Indigenous reconciliation. 

5. Green Infrastructure and Biodiversity 
Guidelines

a. Use green infrastructure and solar 
energy in the design and construction 
of new buildings. Bioswales, 
permeable paving, dense tree cover, 
roof gardens, climate-appropriate and 

Supports Goal #1

Supports Goal #2

Goals Legend
Supports Goal #3

Supports Goal #4

For a full explanation of Environmental 
Personhood and its implications, see pages 

44–45 and Appendix C.



Living Creek, Thriving CommunityConcept 39

Figure 3.6. Concept map of proposed policy changes and the project goals they meet in the east Newhall region 

Policy Changes
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4. Green Economy Jobs

a. Begin providing job training for local 
youth and adult residents at The Santa 
Clarita Community Center and the 
Gate-King business park. Residents 
can attend courses that prepare them 
for living-wage green economy jobs in 
construction and design, sustainable 
and traditional land-management and 
TEK-informed fire management.
b. Provide free office space in the 
commercial centers on Newhall 
Avenue and on Main Street for local 
entrepreneurs launching green 
economy business startups. 

5. Fire Management Training

a. Partner with the Tataviam Land 
Conservancy to begin integrating TEK 
into a fire management program using 
frequent controlled burns. Train local 
established and emerging firefighters.

Concept 40

Program Changes
2. Food Access

a. Create a food recovery program that 
collects and redistributes good quality 
foods to low-income families and 
residents in need.
Partner with the local grocery outlet 
Vallarta, restaurants on Main Street, 
and the weekly Newhall farmer’s 
market.
b. Begin a free or subsidized grocery 
shopping shuttle bus service to bring 
residents to and from their homes to 
Vallarta in West Newhall.
c. Create a community garden program 
across multiple sites where residents 
can grow culturally relevant foods. 

3. Affordable Housing

a. Implement a housing program to 
partner high-income West Newhall 
and Valencia homeowners with low-
income east Newhall residents in need 
of housing. Single-family homes which 
have spare rooms or accessory dwelling 
units (ADUs) can provide temporary, 
affordable living spaces for residents in 
need. 

Program Changes
The program changes target each 
project goal. These center around 
increasing food access, bringing living-
wage, green economy jobs into the 
community, creating affordable housing 
and implementing education and 
public art programs. 

1. Public Education

a. Introduce Traditional Ecological 
Knowledge (TEK) into school curricula 
both in east Newhall, and in the 
neighboring communities. 
b. Implement air-quality monitor and 
respiratory health education and 
awareness program. 
Modeled after Respira Sano in Brawley, 
California, air quality monitors can be 
installed close to the freeways, close to 
the oil fields and in a central location. 
The local schools and community 
centers can respond by raising colored 
flags (green on healthy air days, red on 
unhealthy air days) for the community 
to see. This will signal to residents 
when it is unsafe to exert themselves 
outside, and for Brawley residents has 
led to a decrease in respiratory-related 
hospital visits.57

Green Economy: an economy based on 
sustainable development and economic 
growth without causing environmental 
degradation. Installing solar panels and 

bioswales, monitoring controlled burns or 
servicing electric vehicles are examples of 

green economy jobs. 
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Figure 3.7. Concept map of proposed program changes and the project goals they meet in the east Newhall region 

Program Changes
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Physical Changes
can be made visible by installing visual 
cues. This area can also include a 
riparian habitat garden to help slow 
down water during storm events, and 
can be graded to mitigate the flooding 
conditions downstream. 
c. Install permeable paving and/or 
bioswales in parking lots of Newhall 
Public Library, Newhall Community 
Center, and Newhall Metrolink Station.

4. Oil Field Restoration

Implement oil field restoration 
projects in two phases: 
a. Phase I to restore the areas closest to 
residential neighborhoods in the north 
region of the community. 
b. Phase II to restore the abandoned 
Hondo oil fields in the south and 
connect to tunnel under the 14 freeway 
for wildlife crossing. 
c. Prioritize improving soil quality by 
using phytoremediation and ensure 
capped wells are not emitting harmful 
pollutants into the air.58

7. Food Access

a. Build a new grocery store for east 
Newhall residents in a central area that 
has affordable, organic produce and 
culturally relevant food options.

1. Enhance Public Spaces

a. Increase tree canopy coverage, 
and protected bike lanes on major 
pedestrian routes. Bike lanes can 
be protected from traffic lanes using 
planted bioswales. 
b. Follow through with City proposal 
of a Diversity and Inclusion Public Art 
Taskforce to increase public art by and 
for BIPOC residents. 

2. Redesign Projects

a. Redesign and install enhanced 
greening at local school campuses. 
Prioritize reducing urban heat island 
effect and supporting the mental 
health of students and staff.
b. Redesign landscaping at Eternal 
Valley Cemetery and in residential 
front yards to follow biodiversity policy 
guidelines.

3. Stormwater Capture and Creek 
Enhancement

a. Grant personhood to Newhall Creek, 
recognizing it as a living entity with 
legal rights. Create public access points 
so residents can safely use the Creek 
for recreation. 
b. Create Newhall Creek monument on 
Sierra Highway. The Creek’s presence 

5. New Parks and Garden Projects

a. Create new public parks in vacant 
lots on Newhall Avenue to increase tree 
canopy, shade, and biodiversity and 
to provide public drinking water sites. 
Parks can include public gathering 
spaces and small amphitheaters for 
performance events. 
b. Create nature education center 
in partnership with the Tataviam 
Land Conservancy to increase public 
interaction with and understanding of 
native plant uses. 

6. Affordable Housing

a. 1,500 units new affordable housing 
should be created in east Newhall59 
using green infrastructure, adhering 
to the newly adopted biodiversity 
guidelines (described in Policy 
Changes) and hiring local workers in 
the construction process. Design of 
the housing can accommodate single-
parent families by providing childcare 
facilities and central spaces that 
encourage community bonding. 
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Figure 3.8. Concept map of proposed physical changes and the project goals they meet in the east Newhall region 

Physical Changes



Living Creek, Thriving Community44Concept

Environmental Personhood & The Rights of Nature
Environmental personhood grants 
the legal right to environmental entities 
such as rivers,60 lakes,61 mountains 
and forests62 to own themselves. They 
cannot be bought, sold, or owned by 
anyone else once their rights have 
been legally recognized. This status 
can be defended in a court of law by a 
designated legal guardian.
This legal concept, which borrows from 
Indigenous cultural belief systems,63 
came from the 1970s environmentalist 
movement64 and is used in today’s 
climate justice and Indigenous 
rights movements as a method of 
protecting natural environments 
against development, exploitation and 
pollution.65 
Granting personhood can lead to 
stronger protections for the landscape, 
and reestablish rights and relationships 
between the landscape and its 
ancestral Indigenous caretakers. Many 
Indigenous cultural belief systems 
understand natural entities to be family 
members for whom we are obligated 
to provide care in return for the gifts 
(resources) they provide to us. 

Why Grant Environmental 
Personhood to Newhall Creek?
Newhall Creek and its parent, the 
Santa Clara River have drinking wells 

and nourish the community. Granting 
these waterways environmental 
personhood would enable the 
community that relies on these wells 
to sue any company that pollutes them 
and protect public health long-term. 
Unlike most of the channelized rivers 
in L.A. County, the unchannelized 
Santa Clara River and Newhall Creek 
allow stormwater to absorb into the 
water table which mitigates drought 
conditions and keeps our trees alive. 
This increases our climate resilience 
and reduces our need to import 
water. Obtaining legal personhood 
could ensure the waterways remain 
unchannelized indefinitely. 
Tatviam tribal members could use the 
landscape for cultural purposes which 
would increase the Tribe’s resilience 
and contribute to the process of 
reconciliation. Legal guardianship 
could be shared between the City of 
Santa Clarita and the Tribe.66 

Why Grant Environmental 
Personhood to the Oak Trees?
The region’s native Oak trees also 
nourish the community through the 
ecosystem services they provide. 
They are powerful tools in our pursuit 
for climate resilience. They have been 
integral to the Tataviam tribe for 

thousands of years as a staple food 
source, as a navigation tool,67 and as 
part of their cultural heritage.68 
The Oak trees are central to the 
character and cultural identity of Santa 
Clarita today. Oaks appear in the City’s 
promotional materials, in countless 
local place names, and have even been 
named by locals: the Kissing Oaks, Old 
Glory, and the Signal Oak. 
They are highly vulnerable to 
exploitation and have been removed 
in the thousands to clear way for 
development. Research shows that 
protecting our existing trees is 
more important and effective than 
planting new ones69 but the City’s Oak 
Protection Ordinance is not effective 
enough in preventing the removal of 
our mature Oak trees. 

Central Tenets of 
Environmental Personhood

Recognizes Nature as intrinsically 
valuable 

Increases protection by assigning 
legal rights to natural entities 

Strengthens Indigenous rights and 
relationships to the landscape

+

+
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Where Are the Rights of Nature Already Recognized? 

Concept

Environmental Personhood & The Rights of Nature

Tamaqua 
Borough 
prevented toxic 
waste from being 
dumped in the 
community by 
evoking the rights 
of nature in 
2006.

Mora County 
stopped 
oil and gas 
extraction 
from
2013 to 2015 
by evoking the 
rights of the 
ecosystem.

Hehlkeek 
‘We-Roy 
(The Klamath 
River) was 
granted legal 
personhood 
by the Yurok 
Tribe in 2019.

The Ganges 
River in 
Uttarakhand 
became 
recognized 
as a legal 
person in 
2017. 

Los Derechos 
de la Madre 
Tierra (2010) 
recognize the 
intrinsic rights 
of the Earth 
and its living 
systems. 

The 120,000 
year-old 
volcano 
Taranaki 
Maunga, is 
now a living 
(sleeping) 
person. 

Sharing 
guardianship 
between the 
Māori and 
the Crown, 
Whanganui 
River obtained 
legal personhood 
in 2017. 

Figure 3.9. Some of the places where communities and tribes have succeeded in writing legislation which recognizes the rights of nature and/or grants 
environmental personhood to natural entities. The legality has been challenged in some cases such as New Mexico, where a district judge ruled the 
constitutional rights of corporations trumped the rights of nature. The legal concept is still developing and is likely to gain traction in coming years. 

Once a national 
park, 
Te Urewera, 
was 
recognized 
as a living 
person who 
owns itself in 
2014.
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Focus Area

their own yards and there are some 
mature Valley Oaks (Quercus lobata) 
and Coast Live Oaks (Quercus agrifolia) 
on the streets. 
On Newhall Avenue, the 50-unit 
Kinnen Mobile Home Park shares 

Southeast Newhall
Several key components of our project 
goals can be illustrated by focusing in 
on the 0.6 square mile area centered 
around Newhall Creek. This region of 
the community has not been invested 
in as much as the downtown region of 
east Newhall,70 and so the potential for 
positive change here is significant. 
The six sites within this focus area 
include: 
    Sixty-six acres of undeveloped land 
    Creekview Park
    McGrath Elementary School 
    A vacant lot along Newhall Avenue
    A commercial shopping center along  
    Newhall Avenue

    Newhall Avenue 

Existing Conditions
Residential Neighborhoods

There are four types of residential 
neighborhoods within the focus area. 
High-density apartment buildings 
and condominiums span the eastern 
portion, both north and south of 
Newhall Creek. 
There is a 30-block neighborhood of 
small, single-story, single-family homes 
in the northwest. These homes have 

borders with the vacant lot to the west 
and north, and a self-storage facility to 
the east. 
North of Newhall Creek are 52 double-
story, larger single-family homes with 
large backyards, some with pools.

Figure 4.0. Southeast Newhall focus area with six sites for illustrating recommended changes. 

1
1

2
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4
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The Community Today

Figure 4.1. Six sites span across the 0.6 square mile focus area. Newhall Creek, which runs through the center of the community, can be used to 
create new connections between the north and the south regions, and increase the amount of open space available for community members. 
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The Community Today
Undeveloped Land

There are approximately 66 acres of 
undeveloped land north of Newhall 
Creek between Master’s University to 
the west and the 52-block residential 
neighborhood to the east. This land 
borders Newhall Creek to the south, 
and more undeveloped land to the 
north. There are informal walking 
paths throughout, dozens of mature 
Coast Live Oaks (Quercus agrifolia) 
and other California native plants 
typical of Oak woodlands and riparian 
habitats. Walking through this area is 
considered trespassing although it is 
owned by the City of Santa Clarita. It 
is neither accessible nor visible to the 
public, but is known by locals to host 
homeless encampments and was the 
site of a small brushfire in 2018. 

Fig. 4.2. A grove of mature Coast Live Oaks 
provides shade in the undeveloped land. 

Fig. 4.4. Without protected bike lanes on 
Newhall Avenue, a cyclist uses the sidewalk.

Creekview Park

Creekview Park, a City-owned and 
managed park in the western region 
of the focus area, is aptly named, as 
it provides a view of Newhall Creek, 
but no access. The park borders the 
Creek on the north edge, but access 
is obstructed by a fence. The park is 
accessed through the ends of the cul-
de-sac streets throughout the 30-block 
residential neighborhood.
Residents use the park for passive and 
active recreation. There are badminton 
courts, a volleyball court, a playground, 
an unpaved running trail around 
the perimeter and a makeshift fútbol 
(soccer) field in the center, significantly 
smaller than a standard fútbol field. 
There is also an empty, unused area of 
the park in the west corner. 

Fig. 4.3. Pine Street D.I.Y. Skate Park.

Newhall Avenue

Newhall Avenue is unsafe for 
pedestrians and cyclists who have to 
reckon with the six lanes of traffic, 
cars traveling at 45 mph, few trees, 
no protected bike lanes, and in some 
areas, no sidewalks. 
Behind a deteriorating building on 
Newhall Avenue local youth are 
building their own skate park because 
the skate park closest to Newhall 
is seven miles away. This powerful 
initiative taken by the locals now 
provides a space for kids to spend time 
being active outdoors, learning hands-
on building skills casting the concrete 
and laying the pool coping. However, 
their park is on private property and 
vulnerable to the decisions of the 
property owner who could sell it. 
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The Community Today
Commercial Shopping Center

The shopping center on Newhall 
Avenue currently has few trees, 
much asphalt, and is oriented to 
accommodate vehicles. The eastern 
building is single-story with businesses 
occupied by restaurants, a laundromat, 
the administrative offices for Bridge to 
Home, and the Samuel Dixon Family 
Health Center (serving low-income 
families and individuals with or without 
insurance). The northern building has 
two stories and is occupied by the 
Dollar Tree while the other unit in this 
building is vacant.
Many of these businesses are providing 
valuable community resources, 
however there are currently no grocery 
stores here, nor anywhere else in the 
focus area. 

Vacant Lot

Next to Kinnen Mobile Home Park 
is a seven acre vacant lot owned by 
Southern California Gas Company. The 
lot is above a gas transmission line71 
and a fenced-in access door sits in the 
center. The required easement for a 
gas transmission line is 25 ft. This lot 
has over 500 ft of space outside of this 
easement but it is inaccessible to the 
public. 
Along the western edge runs a small 
creek which borders three pollution 
sources before meeting Newhall 
Creek: a large industrial-zoned area, 
a car-wash where illegal dumping is 
happening, and a CalTrans Limited 
Volume Transfer Operation (LVTOp) 
facility—one of the only solid waste 
sites in the community.

McGrath Elementary School

Separated from most of the community 
by Newhall Creek, with only one road 
leading to campus from Newhall 
Avenue, Dr. J. Michael McGrath 
Elementary school is difficult to access 
without a car. The 7.5 acre campus 
has a large asphalt play area with few 
trees providing shade. It is surrounded 
by undeveloped land and is within 
the wildfire hazard zone. There are 
652 students enrolled with 62 percent 
being English language learners and 
83 percent on the free or reduced-price 
lunch program. 
The school is partnering with SCOPE 
to do a watershed education program 
where students will learn about 
Newhall Creek. However students have 
no convenient access to the Creek. 

Fig. 4.5. The small dry creek bordering the 
vacant lot with waste on its banks

Fig. 4.6. The shopping center has few trees, but 
some important local businesses.

Fig. 4.7. McGrath Elementary’s central quad 
area has no trees to provide shade. 
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The Community Tomorrow
Connections Through the Creek
Newhall Creek, which runs through the 
middle of the focus area, can provide 
connections between all six of the sites. 
The Creek, not currently accessible to 
residents, is bordered by fences on all 
sides. Although residents use informal 
paths, as well as a service road on 
the northeast portion, using these is 
considered trespassing.72

Walking to School

McGrath Elementary sits only a few 
hundred feet north of Newhall Creek. 
The school is attended by students 
from all neighborhoods in Newhall but 
is part of the 52-block suburban-style 
neighborhood built in the early 2000s 
(distinct from the smaller-scale and 
older 30-block residential neighborhood 

Fig. 4.8. Newhall Creek is dry throughout most 
of the year except during seasonal winter rains. 

Fig 4.10. Newhall Creek from Creekview Park is 
blocked by a fence.

Fig. 4.9. One of the informal paths used by res-
idents in Newhall Creek 

south of the Creek). The school’s 
location is 0.5 miles away (as the crow 
flies) from the 30-block residential 
neighborhood. However, because of the 
street layout, it is a 1.4 mile/30-minute 
walk each way. By allowing people to 
cross through Newhall Creek this could 
be shortened to 0.6 mile/15-minute 
walk. This could benefit working 
parents walking with their children.
A new path between the school and 
Newhall Creek would also benefit the 
students participating in the watershed 
education program by providing them 
with convenient access to the Creek. 

Opening the Park

Creekview Park could be expanded into 
the Newhall Creek and the undeveloped 
land areas. This would allow people to 

go on longer hikes, have more direct 
access to nature, and provide more 
space for the park’s fútbol field.

Bridges and Trails

Bridges allowing people to safely cross 
during the rainy season could be 
installed at key locations like the park 
and at the bottom of the school’s trail. 
During dry seasons crossing would 
be possible on the ground. A trail to 
keep people from trampling plants 
and habitat could be installed to give 
direction.
The community would also benefit from 
installing a bike path and a multi-use 
trail alongside Newhall Creek’s edges 
(these have already been proposed by 
the City but have yet to be installed).
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The Community Tomorrow

Figure 4.11. New trails throughout the open space and along the Creek, bike lanes and bioswales on Newhall Avenue, new housing and a grocery store 
in the commercial center, a new park and community gardens, and new educational landscapes at the elementary school will connect residents to each 
other and to their environment. 
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Tataviam Land Conservancy Open Space
How Might Open Space Look in a 
Thriving Community?

We Give the Land Back

The 66 acres of undeveloped land 
should be donated to the Tataviam 
Land Conservancy as open space 
for cultural and spiritual purposes.73 
The Conservancy can develop land-
management plans for the open space 
and can partner with the City to allow 
the public to access the trails. 
Using TEK to manage the landscape 
rather than developing it, or placing 
it under a conventional conservation 
easement74 would allow tribal members 
to harvest foods and medicines. 
Some of this land has been approved 
for an expansion of the Master’s 
University campus.75 However, it is 
within the wildfire hazard zone and 
therefore it would be beneficial to turn 
it into open space instead. 
The legal terms of this space will need 
to be decided by the Conservancy, 
and handing over the land to the 
Conservancy means the design 
recommendations here are intentionally  
minimal. But for purposes of 
illustrating to the public what the open 
space could look like, the following 
changes may be considered:

We Work to Heal the Land

The land can be restored in three 
phases starting with the land closest to 
Newhall Creek. Drinking water quality 
can be improved by using plants with 
phytoremediation capabilities. 
Restoration Phases II and III, further 
away from Newhall Creek should 
prioritize planting for fire resistance 
and habitat quality (see plant palettes 
in the Appendix).
Local workers and Tataviam tribal 
members should be given first priority 
for jobs to do this work and they 
should be paid a living wage. 

We Reintroduce Cultural Burning

The Conservancy may soon begin 
working towards a fire-management 
program. This open space could provide 
land with which to practice deliberate 
burning. A Tataviam-led fire-
management program could employ 
local workers, increase resilience to 
catastrophic wildfires and contribute to 
the restoration efforts. Funding for this 
program could come from California 
Senate Bill 85 and Assembly Bill 79. 

We Make Places to Rest 
and Places to Gather

Just north of Newhall 
Creek bed there is a 
small but stunningly 
beautiful and peaceful grove of mature 
Valley Oaks (Quercus lobata) and Coast 
Live Oaks (Quercus agrifolia). This 
could become a dedicated gathering 
place, or haramokngna, for Tataviam 
meetings and ceremonies. There 
could also be signs naming the native 
plants in Spanish, English and native 
languages used by Tataviam speakers, 
as well as describing some of their 
traditional uses for food, materials, 
and medicines. The signs could be 
designed by the Tataviam Education 
and Cultural Learning Department and 
youth.76 

Fig. 4.12. A group of students walks to the 
gathering place in the Tataviam Open Space. 
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Creekview Park

Figure 4.13. New trees, trails, a skate park, and new access to the open space from Creekview Park

How Might a Neighborhood Park 
Look in a Thriving Community?

The Living Creek is Accessible

Removing the fence and formalizing 
public walking and bike trails between 
Newhall Creek and Creekview Park 
would provide the community with new 
connections to Newhall Creek. This will 
also create more space for residents 
to expand their fútbol field which is 
currently restricted by the width of the 
park.

There are SO Many Trees

There is much space to increase 
tree plantings in the park around 
the perimeter and along the running 
trail. Trees should be added wherever 
possible, prioritizing native and 
climate-appropriate species. Using 
deciduous trees will allow for more light 
in the winter and more shade in the 
summer when the temperatures are 
highest. 
A task force could be created to ensure 
the new trees are cared for until 
established. This will create new jobs 
for local workers and increase the 
resiliency of the trees. The workers 
should be hired locally and should be 
paid a living wage. 

The Kids are Alright

The unused corner of Creekview Park 
could host a new skate park providing 
the local kids with a permanent space 
for skateboarding. 
The local artists and builders from 
Pine Street D.I.Y. who have already 
been building their own park could 
be engaged and hired to create the 

new one. Permeable areas can be 
highlighted in the design and minimal 
concrete should be used.77
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McGrath Elementary School
How Might a Public School Look in a 
Thriving Community?

The Living Creek is Accessible

Newhall Creek is 500 feet south of, 
and 122 feet down in elevation from 
the edge of the school campus. This 
proximity, in addition to the school’s 
partnership with SCOPE for the 
watershed education program, gives 
students a unique opportunity to 
engage with the Creek year-round.

Nature is Interactive

By installing a micro-creek on the 
southeast end of campus where there 
is evidence of existing water pooling 
students can enjoy diverse habitats 
on an everyday basis. The micro-creek 
can be mapped out in the same form 
as Newhall Creek. It can be planted 
with hyper-local species that tolerate 
drought and rain conditions. It can 
be constructed by breaking up the 
asphalt, forming a swale and lining 
it with locally-sourced boulders. 
Once the micro-creek passes through 
the campus fence, it can continue 
informally: densely planted and 
following the natural depression in the 
topography until it reaches Newhall 
Creek below. 

The Campus is Walkable

The isolated location of the school 
and resulting long walk times to reach 
campus could be mitigated by creating 
a new trail connecting the school to 
the Creek. Students can use the trail 
to walk to school and to access the 
Creek during their watershed education 
program activities. 

We Reframe our Relationship to Fire

While the undeveloped land around 
the school can all be part of the 
Creek restoration phases II and III, 
the area directly north of the parking 
lot is of special concern to school 
administration as a fire hazard 
and could become a targeted fire-
education area. With a walking trail 
looping through on which teachers 
could lead students, with informative 
signage about the specialized fire-
resistant plants. Plantings can be a 
mix of regional succulents and cacti 
(which hold water in their leaves) 
and shrubs and trees with higher 
ignition temperatures (see appendix 
A). The school could also partner with 
the Tataviam Land Conservancy’s 
future fire-management program, and 
incorporate lessons on deliberate 
burning into course material. 

Students and Teachers Have Options

Two outdoor classrooms can be 
installed to provide outdoor learning 
space and play areas during recess. 
One next to the micro-creek, and the 
other can take advantage of the unused 
space in the back parking lot. 
These can have permeable ground 
(decomposed granite or mulch), have 
log stumps that students can use 
for seating during class time and for 
balance/play during recess. Native 
shrubs with sensory and habitat 
qualities can be used to encourage 
interaction with the plants. 

Birds are Singing, Shade is Cooling

The campus has very low tree canopy 
coverage and new trees can be planted 
in several areas. The main parking 
lot can be reorganized and tree wells 
created for trees to be planted. The 
perimeter of the campus can be heavily 
planted to provide afternoon shade and 
wildlife habitat. Trees can be planted 
along the new trail to provide shade 
while walking up and down the hill, as 
well as in the central quad area which 
already has planting wells. There are 
also several unused turf areas, which 
can be converted to native shrubs with 
fragrant and sensory qualities.
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McGrath Elementary School

Figure 4.14. Landscape changes at McGrath Elementary School provide students with better access to campus, connections to nature, shade and healthy 
outdoor experiences. See Appendix A for fire-resistant planting palette.



58Spatial Design Living Creek, Thriving Community

Tochonanga Park
How Might a Large Public Park Look 
in a Thriving Community?

The Living Creek is Accessible

Another access point to Newhall Creek 
can be created by converting this 
vacant lot into a new public park. 
This would create a direct connection 
between Newhall Avenue and Newhall 
Creek, and an additional entrance to 
the bike and walking paths for east 
Newhall community members. 

The Water Supports Life

The small creek along the western edge 
of the lot can be restored using plants 
with phytoremediation capabilities 
such as Arroyo Willow (Salix lasiolepis) 
and Mule Fat (Baccharis salicifolia). 
Conducting regular inspections of the 
CalTrans facility and the carwash will 
ensure pollution is not entering the 
Creek from these sites. 

The Community is Growing Food

A community garden will allow for the 
residents of Kinnen Mobile Home Park 
to grow food. There is space to install 
one plot for every unit, and residents 
could have their own direct access to 
the garden through two private gates.

We Make Space for Art

Honoring a request from the Tataviam 
Land Conservancy, the park can 
provide a space for public performances 
of music, dance, and theater. This 
could be a stage built using rammed 
earth. The stage should be ADA 
accessible and accessible by car for 
loading gear and instruments. Parking 
for residents and concert attendees 
could be provided on the edges of the 
walking path. Benches and tables for 
the audience can be in the area in front 
of the east-facing stage so the audience 
can sit facing west to view sunsets 
while they watch evening performances. 
The Fernandeño Tataviam Band of 
Mission Indians should be given first 
choice on dates for reserving the stage 
each season. 

We Honor Indigenous History

Tochonanga, the name of the Tataviam 
village where Newhall is today, could be 
an appropriate name for this park as 
it is a central location for community 
togetherness and will honor the Tribe’s 
presence in the community and 
educate the public on Tribal history 
and culture. 

We Work with Community Partners

The SoCal Gas transmission line 
running underneath the park will need 
a 25 ft right-of-way in which no trees 
or large woody shrubs can be planted. 
This can easily be accommodated with 
a walking path and by planting low-
growing herbaceous shrubs in the path 
of the transmission line. The access 
door in the north end would remain 
fenced in. 
Large, native shade trees planted in 
all other areas can create deep shade 
where community members can cool 
down outside during high summer 
temperatures. Between the walking 
paths and the large trees, native 
shrubs can increase habitat. Several 
drinking water fountains should be 
accessible, as well as plenty of shaded 
places to sit. 

We are Stewards of the Land

A team of local gardeners can be hired 
to manage the landscaping. They would 
use techniques that increase habitat 
value (such as minimal pruning or 
removal of leaf litter). They should be 
paid a living wage. 
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Tochonanga Park

Figure 4.15. The vacant lot on Newhall Avenue becomes Tochonanga Park where mobile home park residents can grow food, the public can cut through to 
access Newhall Creek and the open space beyond, and the community can gather for public performances on the rammed earth stage. 
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HeaderRogerio Rocha Plaza
How Might Affordable Housing Look 
in a Thriving Community?

The Living Creek is Accessible

The commercial center borders Newhall 
Avenue to the south, and Newhall 
Creek to the north creating another 
opportunity for a direct connection to 
the Creek from the main corridor.

Habitat for Wildlife and People

Most of the plaza’s ground floor can 
be publicly accessible with permeable 
paving replacing the asphalt. Dense 
and diverse Landscaping around the 
plaza will provide wildlife habitat. 
Local species, and management 
techniques that provide high habitat 
value can be prioritized. Places to sit 
and rest can be intermingled with 
the plantings. Permeable, and ADA 
accessible paths can lead to all key 
locations, and to two main entrances 
from Newhall Avenue. A vehicle 
entrance from the side street directs 
cars into the parking structure.

Residents Have Resources

Affordable housing units on the top 
level of the existing structures would 
create a multi-use housing and 

shopping center. The eastern single-
story building can be converted into 
a two-story structure with affordable 
housing on the top floor, keeping the 
existing business on the bottom. The 
vacant units can provide free office 
space for a childcare center, green 
economy businesses, youth education 
programs, and the Tataviam Land 
Conservancy. 
A third building for transitional 
housing and a cooling center can be 
built on the west side of the lot, as well 
as a multi-level parking structure. A 
new grocery store can provide healthy 
and affordable organic food. The 
grocery store should employ locals and 
pay living wages. There can also be a 
community fridge where people can 
take and donate food as needed.

The Sky’s the Limit

A rooftop garden on the transitional 
housing structure can provide 
residents with private green space. The 
rooftops of the parking structure and 
two large buildings can be used for 
harnessing solar energy. The rooftop 
of the grocery store can be used for 
growing produce that the store can 
sell and/or donate to the community 
fridges below. Local gardeners should 
be employed and paid living wages.

We Honor the Truth and 
Reconcile the Past

In 1885, Tataviam leader Rogerio 
Rocha (1801–1906) and his family 
were forcibly removed by California 
Senator Maclay after a long land-
ownership battle from the home they 
had cultivated for 40 years. Forced out 
during the winter rains, onto the street 
with nowhere to go, Rocha’s wife died of 
pneumonia shortly after. Rocha himself 
was homeless for the remaining years 
of his life.78 
This heartbreaking story should not 
be forgotten. Community members 
experiencing homelessness today may 
have faced relatable hardships. Our 
unhoused neighbors should feel valued, 
nobody should have to be homeless, 
and yet evictions are projected to 
double in California because of the 
pandemic.79

By naming the plaza after Rogerio 
Rocha, we bring compassion to this 
story of homelessness and we say: 
providing housing for our community 
is critically important. Furthermore, we 
show how truth (retelling this story of 
injustice) and reconciliation (restoring 
land back to the Tataviam Land 
Conservancy and supporting the Tribe) 
are connected to our current pursuit 
for social equity in the community. 
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Rogerio Rocha Plaza

Figure 4.16. The once standard strip mall becomes Rogerio Rocha Plaza with the existing businesses, and green economy office space on the ground floor 
and affordable housing on the 2nd level. Solar panels on the roofs provide energy, and densely planted native shrubs and trees create habitat and shade.
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Newhall Avenue
How Might a Busy Street Look in a 
Thriving Community?

The Living Creek is Accessible

Newhall Avenue, the main traffic 
corridor in our focus area, is now 
connected to the Creek in five places, 
each less than one quarter mile apart. 

Cycling is Encouraged

One lane in each direction of the street 
is converted into a Class I protected 
bike lane. The lane can be painted with 
standard Class I bike lane markings 
and be located between a planted 
bioswale and the sidewalk.

We Capture our Stormwater

Between the bike lane and the street 
there can be a planted bioswale. 
The curb can have cutouts for the 
stormwater to enter into the mulch, 
feeding the roots of the plants. Plants 
should tolerate drought and wet 
conditions, and grow to manageable 
sizes so as not to obstruct traffic or 
cyclists. The plants will slow the water 
down and clean the water before it 
enters the water table. This will help 
mitigate drought conditions in the 
community, provide more shade and 
habitat, and keep the trees healthy. 

There is Free Public Transportation

The City can add a shuttle bus that can 
take residents to Vallarta, the major 
grocery store in Santa Clarita that sells 
Latin American products. This should 
be different from the Santa Clarita 
Transit system, be free for community 
members, train and hire local workers 
as drivers, and use an electric engines. 

The Community Sees Itself Represented 
in Public Space

The City should follow through with its 
recommendation to create a Diversity 
and Inclusion Public Art task force. 
Local BIPOC artists should form the 
foundation of this group, and should 
be hired to design and install the art. 
The Tataviam Cultural and Learning 
Department, and CalArts students 
should also be engaged.80 
Artists can consider a series that 
tells stories about our Oak trees (for 
example describing the process of 
cultivating acorns, or highlighting 
celebrity Oaks like the Signal Oak) as 
a way to educate the public about the 
importance of keeping our Oak trees 
from being cut down. 

We Take Action on Bad Air Days 

An air quality monitor program can 
be implemented, with flags installed 
in easy to see locations. The colors of 
the flags can indicate the air quality so 
the public knows to take precautions 
when the flag is red, and to enjoy their 
time outside when the flag is green. 
This system can be modeled after the 
Respira Sano program in Brawley, 
CA, which has significantly reduced 
respiratory-related hospital visits in the 
community. 

There are No Police

Instead of armed police, local workers 
trained in conflict resolution and 
other services (some as medics, some 
as traffic control, etc.), can provide 
a variety of Community Services, or 
Servicios Comunidad. They should 
be unarmed and from within the 
community.

The Cars Slow Down

As Newhall Avenue enters the focus 
area the speed limit should be reduced 
to 25 mph. This will enhance the 
pedestrian and resident experience as 
well as give drivers a chance to enjoy 
the aesthetic qualities of the thriving 
community. 
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Newhall Avenue

Figure 4.17. Rogerio Rocha Plaza’s interface with Newhall Avenue welcomes people doing their grocery shopping, interacting with an unarmed community 
service representative. Community gathering spaces outside the housing structures allow for people to get to know their neighbors. 
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Appendix A
Fire Resistant Plant 
Palette

These plants are 
recommended by the 
California Native Plant 
Society for using in fire-
prone areas. They are 
not fire-proof but they 
retain more moisture in 
dry seasons than other 
varieties. 

These are also highly 
drought-tolerant and will 
do well on the dry, south-
facing slope above McGrath 
Elementary with limited 
supplemental irrigation. 
All of these plants are 
native to the region and will 
require little maintenance 
in order to thrive. Seasonal 
pruning in the late fall can 
encourage plants to flush 
new growth in the spring. 

Strawberry Tree
Arbutus unedo

Coast Live Oak
Quercus agrifolia

Fernleaf Catalina Ironwood 
Lyonothamnus floribundus

Mexican Palo Verde 
Parkinsonia aculeate

California Bay Laurel
Umbellularia californica

Valley Oak
Quercus lobata

Western Redbud
Cercis occidentalis

California Sycamore
Platanus racemosa

Prickly Pear
Opuntia spp.

Shaw’s Agave
Agave shawii

Chalk Dudleya
Dudleya brittonii

Chaparral Yucca
Hesperoyucca whipplei

Foxtail Agave
Agave attenuata

Appendices
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Seep Willow 
Baccharis salicifolia

Lemonade Berry
Rhus integrifolia

White Sage
Salvia apiana

Matilija Poppy
Romneya coulteri

Coffeeberry
Rhamnus californica

Toyon 
Heteromeles arbutifolia

Quail Bush 
Atriplex lentiformis

Hairy Ceanothus
Ceanothus oliganthus

Bladderpod
Isomeris arborea

Chaparral Bush Mallow
Malacothamnus fasciculatus

Coast Sunflower 
Encelia californica

Bunchleaf Penstemon 
Penstemon heterophyllus

Black Sage
Salvia melifera

Bush Monkeyflower
Diplacus longiflorus

Chia
Salvia columbariae

Appendices
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Appendix B

Occupation
Number of 
Residents 

(13,884 total)

Percentage of 
Workers

Median Hourly 
Wage

Living Wage? 

1 adult, 

0 children

(needs $14.83/hr)

1 adult, 

1 child 

(need $31.46/hr)

Food Preparation and 

Serving
1610 12% $12.83 NO NO

Building and Grounds 

Cleaning and 

Maintenance

1626 12% $15.30 YES NO

Office and 

Administrative Support
1244 9% $20.00 YES NO

Construction and 

Extraction
1102 8% $26.89 YES NO

Sales 1624 12% $15.78 YES NO

Source: https://livingwage.mit.edu/

The five largest job sectors for east Newhall residents do not provide living wages for workers trying to support children. 
Data source: U.S. Economic Census, 2017

Table 1: Largest Job Sectors for East Newhall Residents
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Appendix C

Extractive Capitalism
What Santa Clarita has been doing

Protection Ordinances
What Santa Clarita is doing today

Environmental Personhood
What Santa Clarita can do tomorrow

M E A N I N G

1 Humans are central and Nature is 
property.

Humans are central, but also need 
Nature in order to survive.

Humans are Nature. 
Humans, plants, and animals are equal. 

2 Nature as object Nature as important object Nature as subject

3 Assumes we can take all we want Asks “How much can we take?” Assumes we must always give back 

4 Unsustainable relationship Sustainable relationship Reciprocal relationship

R E S U LT S

5
Many natural resources extracted 
and sold for profit, sometimes until 
depletion

Many natural resources are extracted, 
some are preserved, some are replaced.

Natural resources can be harvested in 
ways that promote new growth. We give 
back what we take and we don’t take 
more than we need. 

6 Rapid loss of tree canopy and 
wildlife habitat

Slow but steady loss of tree canopy and 
wildlife habitat

Increased tree canopy and wildlife 
habitat

7 High increase in drought conditions, 
temperatures and air pollution levels 

Gradual increase in drought conditions, 
temperatures and air pollution levels 

Decrease in drought conditions, 
temperatures and air pollution levels

8 High increase in respiratory and 
heat-related illnesses 

Gradual increase in respiratory and 
heat-related illnesses

Decrease in respiratory and heat-related 
illnesses

9 Climate change worst-case scenarios Climate change Climate resilience

Table showing our relationship to Nature as a continuum of policies, with Extractive Capitalism being most destructive, and Environmental Personhood 
the most supportive. Rows 1–4 describe the meaning of each policy while rows 5–9 describe the results.

Table 2: Environmental Personhood
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Glossary
10–20–30 Rule
A rule of thumb used by municipal urban forestry departments stating 
that no more than 10% of any one species, 20% of any one genus, or 
30% of any one family of tree should be used. The intention is to ensure 
biodiversity in the urban tree canopy.

ADA Accessible
Accessible according to the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. 
A space or structure providing equal access for those with physical or 
mental disabilities through features like ramps, elevators, and doorways 
that can accommodate wheelchairs. 

Addiction Recovery Services
A healthcare service that provides support for those struggling with 
addiction in recovery. Frames substance abuse as a disease and works to 
destigmatize and decriminalize addiction. 

Bike Share
A shared transport service in which bicycles are available to rent on 
a short-term basis. Docking stations, where the bicycles are locked 
until released when the user pays, are typically located throughout 
communities, neighborhoods, or cities. 

Biodiversity
The biological diversity of life within plant and animal species, between 
species, and of ecosystems. Ecosystems with high biodiversity have 
a higher genetic variability making them more resilient against 
disturbances like invasive pests, disease and climate change. 
Maintaining biodiversity is essential to the health and integrity of the 
ecosystem, is important for agricultural crops and for the public health 
of communities. 

Biomass Sequestration
The process by which plants and soils absorb atmospheric carbon 
dioxide and store it in their biomass (leaves, trunks, stems, roots, etc.) 
as carbon. When trees are cut down they release the carbon they were 
storing back into the atmosphere. The more biomass a tree has, the more 
carbon it can store which is why planting small mitigation Oak trees 
as a replacement for the mature trees that we cut down is not an equal 
solution. 

Bioswale
A depression or trench that is graded lower than the ground around it in 
order to absorb rain/stormwater. Often planted with shrubs and grasses 
that can tolerate having wet roots, and filled with wood chip mulch. 
The plants and wood chips function to slow the water down and filter 
contaminants out before it sinks into the water table. 

BIPOC
An acronym which stands for Black, Indigenous, and People of Color. 

While POC (People of Color) is a commonly used term among racial 
justice activists and is meant to be inclusive, it should be noted that the 
term also reduces every non-white identity into one racialized identity. 
This is not only inaccurate (there are hundreds if not thousands of 
racial identities who are considered people of color), it upholds white-
supremacist thinking by framing whiteness as the default, and everyone 
else as the other. 
BIPOC is slightly more inclusive, as it recognizes that American systems 
were built by perpetrating violence against Black and Indigenous people, 
that these groups are disproportionately affected by the continuation 
of these systems, and attempts to center their voices. However BIPOC 
is still not a perfect term, and will likely be replaced with even more 
inclusive language in the coming years. 

It is used here because it is currently recognized as inclusive and its 
meaning is commonly understood.
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CA Green Business Certification
A certification program run by the California Green Business Network 
that provides incentives and assistance to businesses to conserve water 
and energy, prevent pollution, minimize waste and reduce their carbon 
footprints. 

California Assembly Bill-79
AB 79: Quantifying Hourly Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Unspecified 
Electric Generation Sources allocates $125 million from Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction Funds for fire prevention grants, prevention workforce 
training, public and private vegetation management and community-
focused efforts for prevention and resilience. 

California Senate Bill-85
SB-85 Budget Act of 2020 allocates $536 million for projects supporting 
wildfire suppression, improving the ecological health of forests and 
watersheds, creating fuel breaks around vulnerable communities, 
increasing defensible space, and other projects protecting residents and 
property from catastrophic wildfires.
  

Carbon Sequestration
The process of capturing and storing atmospheric carbon dioxide (the 
most commonly produced greenhouse gas) with the result of reducing the 
amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere and slowing anthropogenic 
climate change. 

Channelized
Refers to a river or creek whose natural base has been altered for flood 
control. The permeable ground underneath the water is replaced with 
a concrete bottom and the banks are replaced with concrete walls. 
Became the standard for Los Angeles’ hydrological engineering in the 
20th century as a way to reduce damage caused by seasonal flooding. 
Prevents stormwater from absorbing into the ground.

Living Creek, Thriving CommunityAppendices

Glossary
Climate Resilience
The capacity of social, economic and environmental systems to cope 
with a hazardous event or trend or disturbance caused by climate 
change, responding or reorganizing in ways that maintain their essential 
function, identity and structure while also maintaining the capacity for 
adaptation, learning and transformation.81

Climate-Appropriate Plants
Plants that are adapted to the climate and conditions of the place they 
are growing. Not all California native plants are appropriate to use in the 
climate of the Los Angeles Basin (for example Redwoods (Sequoia spp.) 
require more water than is naturally available in Los Angeles). Climate-
appropriate plants for Los Angeles may include non-natives such as 
those from Mediterranean, South African, and Australian regions. 

Community Fridge
A refrigerator placed in public space which anybody can take or 
donate food as needed. Community fridges help reduce food insecurity 
in communities, as well as reduce the stigma associated with food 
insecurity one may receive from using a food pantry in which the amount 
an individual can take is regulated. They also reduce food waste as 
people can donate unwanted or unneeded food. The fridges must be 
cleaned and maintained to ensure cleanliness. 

 

Concrete Use
Concrete is one of the most widely used substances on the planet but is 
also a major contributor to global climate change. Concrete production 
is responsible for 4–8% of the world’s CO2, behind coal, oil, and gas. Half 
of the emissions are created during the production of cement. But it also 
uses almost one-tenth of the world’s industrial water, and concrete in 
cities contributes to the urban heat island effect.82 

 

Culturally Relevant Foods
Food items that hold significance for a particular culture or subcultural 
group. Improving access to healthy culturally relevant foods may 
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be important for improving diets of minority populations, who are 
disproportionately affected by poor diet quality, obesity, and chronic 
disease.83

Dark Skies Program
A program to reduce light pollution, its resulting negative effects on 
wildlife and the wasting of energy by turning off, dimming, or retrofitting 
outdoor lighting at nighttime. 

Deep Shade
Different from partial, dappled or filtered shade, deep shade is found 
under evergreen trees, or large dense shrubs where there is no direct 
light penetrating. This type of shade provides the most cooling effects 
especially when created by trees or shrubs (as opposed to a large 
building) because the plants transpire water into the air (whereas 
buildings do not). The transpiration and shade together provide 
significant cooling effects. 

 

Deliberate Burning
Also known as prescribed burning, and controlled burning. A form of 
land management in which small fires are applied to vegetation under 
controlled circumstances by trained professionals in order to limit the 
amount of dry brush in an area prone to wildfires. Indigenous tribes in 
California (and other dry landscapes like Australia) used fire to manage 
the landscape for thousands of years.  

Ecological Trap
A scenario in which wildlife mistakingly prefers a habitat in which 
their fitness is lower than other available habitats following rapid 
environmental change.84

Ecosystem Services
The benefits people obtain from ecosystems. These include provisioning 
services such as food and water; regulating services such as flood and 

disease control; cultural services such as spiritual, recreational, and 
cultural benefits; and supporting services such as nutrient cycling that 
maintain the conditions for life on Earth.85

Environmental Personhood
A concept in which natural entities are recognized as having the same 
legal rights as a human. Personhood has been used internationally to 
increase environmental protections against pollution and other forms of 
resource exploitation. 

 

Fresco Community Market
A grocery store in Hermon, Los Angeles with an associated non-profit, 
the Fresco Community Foundation, which gives back a percentage of 
the market’s net earnings to support programs and services within the 
community. The market partners with the Los Angeles Mission’s Urban 
Training Institute and hires program graduates to work in the market. 

Green Economy
An economy in which growth in employment and income are driven 
by public and private investment into such economic activities, 
infrastructure and assets that allow reduced carbon emissions and 
pollution, enhanced energy and resource efficiency, and prevention of the 
loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services.86

Green Infrastructure
The range of measures that use plant or soil systems, permeable 
pavement or other permeable surfaces or substrates, stormwater harvest 
and reuse, or landscaping to store, infiltrate, or evapotranspirate 
stormwater and reduce flows to sewer systems or to surface waters.87

Green Roof
A roof with vegetation or gardens growing on top. Green roofs can 
improve stormwater management by absorbing rainwater into the 
plants and growing medium. They can reduce the urban heat island 
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effect by covering conventionally dark roof surfaces with vegetation and 
absorbing less heat and increasing evapotranspiration. The additional 
benefits to green roofs include economic benefits such as reduced 
building temperatures (reducing the need for air conditioning), increased 
property value, extended roof life, and reduced greenhouse gas emissions 
associated with HVAC use.

Greenhouse Gases
Gases that trap heat in the atmosphere by absorbing infrared radiation 
emitted from Earth’s surface and reradiating it back to Earth’s surface, 
causing the greenhouse effect. The most common greenhouse gases 
include carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O) and 
hydrofluorocarbons and all contribute to global warming at different 
intensities depending on how much is produced, and how long they stay 
in the atmosphere. 

Haramokngna
A native word meaning “a place where people gather”. Can refer to a 
small place (for example, the circle of log stump seating around a fire 
pit like the one at the Tataviam Interpretive Area in Coaynga (Ranchos 
Camulos Museum) or a large one such as the American Indian Cultural 
Center on Red Box Saddle in the Angeles National Forest which tells the 
story of the Tongva, Tataviam, Chumash, Kitanemuk, and Serrano (the 
five tribes of the San Gabriel Mountains).  

Herbaceous
Botanical term referring to plant material that is soft, green and 
containing little woody tissue.

Imageability
Defined by Kevin Lynch in The Image of the City (1960) as the “physical 
qualities which relate to the attributes of identity and structure in the 
mental image [of the physical environment]”.88 These qualities evoke a 
strong mental image for the observer. Can also be referred to as legibility, 
or visibility. Elements which increase imageability include paths, edges, 
districts, nodes, and landmarks. 

Impermeable Surface
A surface that water cannot pass through. Impermeable surfaces should 
be avoided in sustainable design because they contribute to the urban 
heat island effect and prevent water from entering the ground. 

Keystone Species
Plant and animal species that are critical to maintaining the balance 
of their associated ecosystems. Their presence is needed for the overall 
structure and function of their ecosystem, and hundreds, sometimes 
thousands of other species depend on them for food and habitat for 
providing food and habitat for their prey, and for controlling populations. 
In Southern California, Oaks are a keystone species because they 
support hundreds of other species. 

Latino/a/x 
A term used here to describe those who identify as Latino (male-
identifying), Latina (female-identifying), and Latinx (gender neutral). 

Mud Sump
An open pit, or lagoon of oil and water in the earth formed as a result 
of oil drilling activities. Mud or oilfield sumps are hazardous to wildlife 
as they are open pools of oil into which animals can fall and drown or 
become poisoned. 

 

Oil Field Restoration
Environmental restoration, or reclamation of inactive or capped oil fields 
is a multi-step process that involves plugging the well, removing any 
structures and equipment from the site, removing the well pad and road 
surfacing material, re-contouring the surface to match the surrounding 
topography, re-spreading stockpiled topsoil, and seeding or planting the 
site with native plant species. Further monitoring of the site should be 
conducted to ensure proper re-vegetation occurs over several seasons. 89
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Open Space
Undeveloped land with no buildings or other built structures, that is 
accessible to the public. 

Particulate Matter
A term for the mixture of solid particles and liquid droplets found in 
the air. Most particulate matter forms in the atmosphere as a result 
of complex reactions of chemicals such as sulfur dioxide and nitrogen 
oxides, which are pollutants emitted from power plants, industries and 
automobiles. 
Particulate matter contains microscopic solids or liquid droplets that are 
so small that they can be inhaled and cause serious health problems. 
Some particles less than 10 micrometers in diameter can get deep into 
your lungs and some may even get into your bloodstream. Of these, 
particles less than 2.5 micrometers in diameter, also known as fine 
particles or PM2.5, pose the greatest risk to health.90

Permeable
A surface that water can pass through. Includes unpaved surfaces 
such as mulch and bare soil, as well as pavers with gaps large enough 
for water to pass through. Permeable surfaces are used in sustainable 
design because they allow for stormwater to enter the ground and 
recharge the water table and contribute to lower urban temperatures.  

Phytoremediation
The use of plants to remediate contaminated soil, sediments, surface 
water, or groundwater. Plants with this capability can remove 
contaminants such as salts, heavy metals, petroleum, and pesticides.  

Polyculture
The opposite of monoculture, a type of farming or garden design in which 
more than one species is grown at the same time and place in imitation 
of the diversity of natural ecosystems. 

 

Rammed Earth
An environmentally sustainable alternative to concrete used in building 
construction. Locally available materials such as earth, gravel, and even 
shells are compacted into a frame to form walls. The frame can be reused 
(saving timber) and the earth materials are usually subsoils (saving 
topsoil). 

Reconciliation
In relation to Indigenous peoples and the injustices and genocide 
committed by colonial governments, reconciliation refers to efforts made 
in the pursuit of delivering justice to the victims and survivors.

Respira Sano
A community-based asthma education program based in Brawley, 
Imperial County, California (a rural community adjacent to the 
evaporating Salton Sea that experiences frequent dust storms and very 
poor air quality. In Brawley, the rate of asthma-related emergency room 
visits and hospitalizations for children ages 0–17 is double the state 
average. so the community has taken action by starting this program 
that monitors air quality and partners with local schools to fly colored 
flags that indicate the hazard level (red for dangerous, green for healthy). 
They also do extensive community outreach and education campaigns 
so that residents understand how to take action on bad air days, and 
the conditions that trigger their asthma. Since implementation, the 
community has seen a reduction in asthma-related hospital visits. 

SCOPE
The Santa Clarita Organization for Planning and the Environment is a 
non-profit based in Santa Clarita run by a volunteer Board of Directors. 
SCOPE works to promote, protect, and preserve the environment of the 
Santa Clarita Valley by monitoring development proposals, promoting 
positive solutions and taking legal action when necessary to slow or stop 
unsustainable development. 
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Sensory Qualities in Plants
Refers to the experience of sensing plants through touch (the fuzzy leaves 
of a Lepechinia fragrans), smell (the gummy bear scented Trichostema 
lanatum), sight (Populus fremontii leaves shimmering in the sunlight) 
sound (dried Palm fronds rubbing together in the wind) and taste (Sages, 
berries, and nectars). These qualities make plants more interactive 
especially for children or people being introduced to native plants for the 
first time. 

Significant Ecological Areas
Areas within Los Angeles County identified as having irreplaceable 
biological resources, representing the wide-ranging biodiversity of the 
County and contain some of its most important biological resources.91

TEK
Traditional Ecological Knowledge refers to the knowledge acquired by 
Indigenous peoples over hundreds of thousands of years through direct 
contact with their environments. 

Time Immemorial 
Refers to a time so long ago it is not part of collective memory or record. 
The term is used by Indigenous tribes to describe their own origins and 
relationships to place as being long standing, deep relationships over 
many generations. 

Tochonanga
The Tataviam village that stood close to where Newhall is today. 

Transitional Housing
Temporary housing for transitioning unhoused people into permanent 
housing. Different from an emergency shelter and from a permanent 
apartment. Transitional housing offers structure, addiction support and 
sometimes educational facilities. 

Tree City USA
An Arbor Day Foundation program that grants municipalities Tree 
City USA status for meeting four criteria: maintaining a tree board or 
department, having a community tree ordinance, spending at least $2 
per capita on urban forestry and celebrating Arbor Day.

Unchannelized
See Channelized River.

Urban Heat Island Effect
The effect of urbanized areas having higher temperatures than rural 
areas in the same geographic region. This is caused by the materials 
in urban areas (concrete, asphalt, and a reduction of trees and other 
vegetation) absorbing and re-emiting more sunlight and radiation 
than natural landscapes. Daytime temperatures in urban areas are 
about 1–7°F higher than temperatures in outlying areas and nighttime 
temperatures are about 2–5°F higher.92

Water Table
The boundary between the unsaturated zone and the saturated zone 
underground. Below the water table, groundwater fills any spaces 
between sediments and within rock. During a drought the water table 
can be lowered and become inaccessible to trees with deep roots, causing 
stress and loss to the tree canopy. 

Wildfire Hazard Zone
Referred to by the City of Santa Clarita as Wildfire Hazard Zones, and by 
the County of Los Angeles as Fire Hazard Severity Zones. 
Areas of significant fire hazards based on fuels, terrain, weather, and 
other relevant factors. These define the application of various mitigation 
strategies to reduce risk associated with wildland fires.93

Wildlife Habitat
Any land that can be used as shelter, breeding ground, or a food source 
for wildlife. 
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