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VOTE TUESDAY, AUGUST 4

How are you handling Covid-19?
In April, we asked our Facebook followers to let us know how we 
could help them. We provided help and information where we could,  
and recently sent $50 Visa Gift Cards to 100 Detroiters in need. 
Please visit our website, www.ShriForMI.com and stay in touch with  
us on Facebook: @ShriForMI and @shriforstaterep

City of Detroit Health Dept. Hotline: 313-876-4000
www.detroitmi.gov/coronavirus

U.S. Government: www.Coronavirus.gov
CDC (Center for Disease Control): 800-232-4636 

www.cdc.gov/COVID19
Michigan Coronavirus Hotline: 888-535-6136

www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
Wayne County Health Dept: 211 or 734-287-7870 

www.waynecounty.com or www.wayne-health.org/coronavirus
Call 330-264-9590 to speak with a communicable disease nurse

Free food and academic packets for students: 
www.detroitk12.org/covid19

Free meals and groceries: https://detroitmi.gov/departments/
detroit-health-department/programs-and-services/communicable-
disease/coronavirus-covid-19/covid-19-city-resources
Hospital Hotlines: Ascension: 833-978-0649

Beaumont Health: 800-592-4784
Henry Ford Health System: 313-874-7500

How to Collect Unemployment: www.michigan.gov/uia
866-500-0017; hearing impaired TTY service: 866-366-0004 
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Happy 
Mother’s Day
To All the Moms in Our Lives!

Absentee Voting Allows You to Vote by Mail
All registered voters in Michigan have the right to vote 
by mail. It’s a safe way to vote and protect your health, 
and the process is secure and accurate. 
To vote by mail, go to www.Michigan.gov/Vote to confirm that you are 
registered. On the left side of this page, click on “Absentee Voting.” You 
can fill out the simple online application, print and sign it, and then mail or 
email it to your local clerk (you can find their address and email on this 
page as well). You can also call the Detroit City Clerk at 313-224-3260 to 
request an application.

When filling out the application, if you check the box to be added to the 
permanent absent voter list, you’ll get an application mailed to you before 
every election. 

Requests to have an absent voter ballot mailed to you must be received by 
your clerk no later than 5 pm the Friday before the election (July 31, 2020).

But there’s no commitment. Even if you apply to vote by mail, you can 
change your mind and vote in person. 

https://detroitmi.gov/departments/detroit-health-department/programs-and-services/communicable-disease/coronavirus-covid-19/covid-19-city-resources
https://detroitmi.gov/departments/detroit-health-department/programs-and-services/communicable-disease/coronavirus-covid-19/covid-19-city-resources
https://detroitmi.gov/departments/detroit-health-department/programs-and-services/communicable-disease/coronavirus-covid-19/covid-19-city-resources


ShriForMI.com  ★  Use Your Power, Register & Vote on August 4! 

In 1929, my mother was born to a poor family in India and grew up with six 
sisters and a brother. She did not complete high school, because at age 18 her 
father arranged her marriage to a widower 14 years older than she was. 
Overnight, she became the stepmother to his two daughters, 6 and 8 years old. 
She raised them with the same love and guidance that she gave to her own 
growing family of four daughters and two sons. 

My father was a clerk in a government 
office. Our large family struggled to make 
ends meet on his meager salary. A great 
deal of the family savings were used as 
dowries for the marriages of the girls. In 
1969, my father lost his job and the family 
fell on harder times. At age 14, I worked as 
a part-time janitor while attending school 
to help put food on my family’s table.
My father was a very kind man, but was 
unable to find a job. Times were tough, 
and unemployment was high. He was 

devastated by the financial problems, but my mama stood strong and even 
pawned her jewelry so we could pay for medicine, groceries and bills. One 
evening the family had not eaten all day and my mother cooked a paste of rice 
powder for our dinner. Mama always made sure we stretched and shared 
what we had and taught us to make the best of each challenge we faced.
When I was 18, I graduated from college and got a job as a bank cashier. From 
that time on, I sent money home every month so my mother could take care of 
the family’s needs. My mom taught me the importance of helping my family.
I grew up in a home where there was no running water; we managed 
without electricity for hours each day due to power shortages and rations. 
Our large family lived in a small 900-square-feet home and at night we laid our 
sleeping bags on the floor. We ate our dinners sitting in a circle on the floor. The 
bathroom was an outhouse 50 feet from the home in the backyard with no 
running water and no electricity.
While we struggled and there were scarcities, there was no shortage of 
discipline, character-building, and love. 
I once brought home a fancy pen set that did not belong to me. My mom made 
me return it, apologize, and understand my behavior. She told me stories about 
successful people and the importance of honesty and integrity. She encouraged 
me to be self-confident and use that strength to nonviolently stand up to the 
taunting and bullying by some kids at my school. She taught me that the value of 
a person should not be measured by fancy clothes, skin color, or wealth. She 

“Knowledge and  
education, no one can 

take that from you,  
my mom would say.

”

instead emphasized the values of kindness, respecting and giving to others, faith and 
trust in God, fairness, truthfulness, and compassion. 
My mom also promoted the value of education to all her children. She told us 
in no uncertain terms, “No one can take knowledge and education from you!” She 
felt that education was the path to achieving success and happiness in life. I agree!
Often, I would tell my mother, “One day I will earn enough so that you will never 
have to worry about money again.” With her blessing, I came to the U.S. to continue 
my studies, and then started a successful business here. When my mom visited from 
India, she attended the ceremony where I was honored with the Ernst and Young 

My Mama was Right! By Shri Thanedar, Candidate for State Representative

“Entrepreneur of the Year” award. 
She could not speak English, but 
was very proud of me — and I was 
proud that I could keep my 
promise to her that she would no 
longer have financial woes. 

In 2006, my mom passed away. I think about her often, her struggles and her 
strength in dealing with myriads of problems. She dealt with them one-by-one 
and taught me one of the most important of life’s lessons: “Never give up, no 
matter how hard things get.” 
The values she taught me guide my life today and help me to be a better 
person. Happy Mother’s Day, Mama! Thank you!
I would be remiss if I did not wish my wife Shashi a Happy Mother’s Day.  
She is an amazing mother, fantastic grandmother, and my beloved life partner. 
I thank and honor all the wonderful women in my life today and always.

Above: Shri’s mom, seated in the middle, with Shri, his wife Shashi and their sons. 

“Mom taught me  
never to give up,  
no matter how  
hard things get.

”  

Lessons from Mom:
Honesty • Integrity 

Kindness • Compassion
Respect Others

Generosity
Work Hard • Do Your Best

Believe in Yourself
Elect a Scientist
A PhD chemist experienced in pharmaceutical sciences, 
Shri Thanedar has the knowledge to fight health threats 
like COVID-19 and is committed to universal health care.

Shri Thanedar for
State Representative


