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The Red Wing Lutheran Ladies’ Seminary 
By Pastor Todd Walsh 

 

Editor’s Note:  This article is a preview of what you may learn during the 
upcoming “An Afternoon with Local History:  The Lutheran Ladies 
Seminary” program on Saturday, May 23.  More information about this event 
can  be found on our website, www.goodhuecountyhistory.org. 
 

“It was to me who lived in Red Wing a happy thrill to walk 
across College Hill that fall day in 1894 and approach the 
beautiful new Ladies' Seminary building, and to know that I was 
to be a pupil there.  The building smelled of paint and varnish 
and was immaculately clean and orderly.” 

 
Excited words from students starting a new school year are heard year after 
year.  But the words above echo over a century.  Those words also mark the 
beginning of the Red Wing Lutheran Ladies’ Seminary. 
 
The Lutheran Ladies’ Seminary opened in November of 1894 as an unfinished 
building just ready to receive eager students.  Pastor Knut Bjorgo of Trinity 
(now United) Lutheran Church and president of the seminary’s Board of 
Directors for many years, defined this experiment in women’s education. 

 
“To give our young girls a thorough education.  We intend to 
give a good normal education, also a training in book-keeping, 
accounting and general business principles, so as to enable those 
who wish to do so to hold positions as clerks and book-keepers; 
and we also intend to teach them sewing and needle work 
generally, and the art of cooking and house-keeping.  The school 
will be a boarding school and under strict Christian discipline, 
and we shall always try to employ able teachers.  Music, both 
vocal and instrumental, will, of course be taught in the school.” 
 

Some gave the Lutheran Ladies’ Seminary a Norwegian nickname:  
“prestefru fabrikk”—“the pastor’s wife factory.”  The name fit to a 
degree as many of its students were the daughters of Lutheran pastors 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The mission of the Goodhue County 
Historical Society is to serve as the steward 
for county history by collecting, preserving, 
and promoting the natural and cultural 
history of Goodhue County and its people. 
 
 
Goodhue County History Center   
1166 Oak Street 
Red Wing, Minnesota, 55066 
 

651-388-6024 
Website:  www.goodhuecountyhistory.org 
General information via email:  
info@goodhistory.org 

 
Open Tuesday through Saturday 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Sundays 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Closed Mondays & Holidays 

 
Staff 

 
Executive Director:  Dustin Heckman 
Curator of Objects & Exhibits:  Casey Mathern 
Archives & Library Manager:  Afton Esson 
Education & Outreach Coordinator: James 
Clinton 
Collections Assistant:  Joshua Wold 

 
Board of Directors 

 
Roger Hand, Red Wing, Chair 
Dennis Schultz, White Rock, Vice-Chair 
Fran O’Connell, Red Wing, Secretary 
Marilyn Lawrence, Red Wing, Treasurer  
Ron Allen, Red Wing, County Commissioner 
Nancy Barth, Wacouta 
Howard Burfeind, Lake City 
Janet Daley, Welch 
Loren Evenrud, Cannon Falls 
Ruth Nerhaugen, Red Wing 
Ken Roufs, Red Wing 
Richard Samuelson, Cannon Falls 
 
Historical News is produced quarterly by the 
Goodhue County Historical Society.  Opinions 
expressed by authors or in quotations do not 
necessarily represent those of the Society, its 
Directors or staff.  The Society welcomes your 
comments and suggestions.  Except otherwise 
noted, all photos are from the GCHS Photograph 
Collection.   

The work of the Historical Society marches on even though Old Man 
Winter tried to annoy us one last time.  Last year at this time, I was only 
days into my position, and wouldn’t you know it, a dumping of snow 
reminded me that Minnesota weather is unpredictable.  Now as I look 
outside, I can’t wait to see the beautiful spring again here in Goodhue 
County.  It won’t be long and the river traffic will pick up, farmers will 
begin working in the field, and students will fill our building to learn 
about local history. 
 
These last few months have provided a lot of interesting changes for us.   
 
We said goodbye to our Curator of Objects & Exhibits, Johanna Grothe, 
as she embarks on a new chapter in her life.  She was sent off with a 
gathering  and some gifts.  The Board and staff wish her the best of luck.  
With that came the arrival of Casey Mathern in mid-March to fill the 
Curator role.  Stop by and meet her if you haven’t had the opportunity, 
so that she can begin to get to know all of you. 
 
Do you remember those building upgrades I mentioned in the last 
newsletter?  Well, we are full swing into recarpeting throughout the 
building and repainting a few areas.  These were both much needed 
upgrades and have made things a little more challenging, but we are 
handling it.  Due to this project, the Jean Chesley Research Library is 
closed through April 30.  We will post update pictures on the website 
and our Facebook page so you can see the progress. 
 
Now to something really exciting!  The Board and staff have been 
reviewing the newsletter’s format and content for the last few months.  
With the summer edition, you will notice some changes that we hope 
will make it even better.  Look for the next edition this July with the new 
format. 
 
Enjoy the spring, folks, and don’t forget to swing in and see what’s 
going on! 

  Executive Director’s Column  By Dustin Heckman  

All lists are current from  
January 1 to March 31, 2015—Thank 
you! 
 
Memorials &  
Honorariums  
 
In Memory of  
Mark Van Norman 
Given by 
Mary Mark 
 
In Memory of 
Forrest Haller 
Given by 
Terry Haller 
 
In Memory of 
Joyce Hinrichs 
Given by 
Howard Burfeind 
 
In Memory of 
Joan Steele 
Given by 

Howard Burfeind 
 
In Memory of 
Bernice Schwartau 
Given by 
Dan Cherryhomes & Pat  
Collins 
 
In Memory of 
Joseph Goggin 
Given by 
James & Janet Edlund 
 
In Memory of 
Mary Mark 
Given by 
Lorraine Schuchard 
 
Deceased Members 
 
Mary Mark 
 
We apologize if there are any errors 
or omissions. 
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 or some students would later marry 
pastors.   
 
But this experiment in Lutheran 
education would become much more.   
 
It took just a little more than a decade 
for the seminary’s enrollment to swell to 
capacity.  Its Conservatory of Music 
became renowned throughout the 
Midwest and created the need for a state 
of the art music hall.  Its curriculum 
began the transformation from a 
“finishing school” to a fledgling junior 
college moving 
toward offering a 
Bachelor of Arts 
degree. 
 
The home front 
challenges of World 
War I, the rise of 
public high schools 
and coeducational 
colleges staggered the 
seminary.  But plans 
to move toward 
coeducation with Red 
Wing Seminary on the other side of College 
Hill and a nursing program with the new St. 
John’s Hospital just below the seminary 
foretold new life for the school.  
 
Then came the headline of June 8, 1920. 

 
“The Beautiful Red Wing 
Lutheran Ladies' Seminary, the 
pride among colleges of its kind 
and the only Lutheran college in 
America, exclusively for girls, is 
a heap of ashes…” 

   
Fire the night before graduation destroyed the 
school.  Efforts to rebuild came to nothing.  
Controversies among seminary and church 
leadership and city government stymied hopes 

and plans.  Years later the bricks that were the 
Lutheran Ladies’ Seminary were salvaged and 
reused elsewhere, its foundation stones 
became a retaining wall around the old 
President’s House, and the campus became 
residential property.  The athletic field became 
the parking lot for Red Wing’s first golf 
course. 
 
But those who believed in the mission of the 
Lutheran Ladies’ Seminary did not stop.  
Pastor Thoralf Hoff served as its last president.  
He led the charge to bring coeducation to 
Luther College in Decorah, Iowa.  And Dr. 
Carl Youngdahl served as the last director of 

the Conservatory of 
Music.  He moved 
on to Augustana 
College in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, 
and began to build 
that renowned music 
program. 
 
And the students left 
their mark.  Some 
joined the faculties 
of the Lutheran 
colleges, particularly 

extending the musical heritage of the Lutheran 
Ladies’ Seminary.  Others became 
missionaries in foreign lands.  Many became 
teachers or nurses.    One became Minnesota’s 
First Lady.  The daughter of the first president 
became a high school principal.  And, of 
course, many became pastors’ wives. 
 
Despite the tragedy and dashed hopes, the last 
president of the Lutheran Ladies’ Seminary 
penned a remarkable tribute seconded by its 
students and faculty. 

 
“The happiest years of my fifty or 
more years of service to the 
Church was the time I spent at the 
Lutheran Ladies' Seminary.” 

 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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 Volunteer Spotlight:  

John Handler 
By James Clinton 

 

Here at the Goodhue County Historical 
Society, the days tend to blend together. The 
staff are always busy working on new exhibits, 
programs, and events, and like many 
museums, instead of thinking in terms of 
Mondays and Tuesdays, we are focused on 
program dates and research deadlines.  We 
always know when we have arrived at the first 
and third Thursday of the month, however, 
because John Handler joins us with a bright 
smile on his face and a dozen donuts under his 
arm.   
 
In high school, John Handler hated history.  
Forced to memorize an endless stream of 
dates, names, and events, John never wanted to 
deal with history again upon graduation from 
high school.  Fortunately for the Goodhue 
County Historical Society, all that changed 
once he realized that history is much more 
than a series of dates and names—as John put 
it, “history helps guide our own future.”  Now 
one of the Historical Society’s most valued 
and consistent volunteers, John uses his 
professional experience as a retired Soil 
Scientist to update the Historical Society’s 
databases, keeping history alive for future 
generations. 
 
Maintaining historical records for future fact-

finders and researchers has been a passion of 
John’s since he and his daughter compiled 
genealogy research about their own family.   
 
While completing his family’s history, John 
realized that somebody had worked hard to 
make sure he had access to historical 
information, and he felt compelled to give 
back.  When he saw an article in the Red Wing 
Republican Eagle in January 2011 asking for 
Historical Society volunteers, John knew he 
had found his chance to help preserve history.   
 
While John normally updates the museum’s 
databases, he says his best memory as a 
volunteer was working with Goodhue County 
students teaching them about local geology.  
He loves sharing knowledge with the younger 
generation, and his work both with students 
and databases ensures that Goodhue County 
history will be remembered for a long time to 
come. 
 
Since 2011, John has brightened the Historical 
Society every other Thursday, and has made a 
real difference to the museum and Goodhue 
County.  When asked what he would say to 
those thinking about volunteering, he smiled.  
“There is a lot of work to do at the museum, 
and everybody can bring something valuable 
to help preserve history.”   
 

If you would like to volunteer at the Goodhue 
County Historical Society—and work 
alongside passionate community members like 
John Handler—contact us today.  Like John 
said, everybody brings a valuable skill to the 
museum.  Share yours with the museum and 
help us preserve our County’s history. 
 

To learn more about volunteer opportunities at 
the Historical Society, contact Education & 
Outreach Coordinator James Clinton by phone 
(651-388-6024) or via email 
(education@goodhistory.org). 
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 Clip & Save Event Calendar - April 10 to July 5, 2015 
 
Lobby Exhibit:  Minnesota on the Map -  Through May 10  
 
History Break:  Shaping the North Star State -  Wednesday, April 15, at 12 PM  FREE 
 
The Conspiracies Around Abraham Lincoln’s Assassination -  Thursday, April 16, at 7 PM   
$5 for non-members, free to members, students, and children 
 
100 Mile Garage Sale -  Thursday, April 30 (12 to 5 PM), Friday, May 1 & Saturday, May 2 (8 AM to 5 
PM), at Riverbend Co-op Building in Red Wing (417 Main Street)  
 
1st Free Sunday:  Minnesota on the Map  -  Sunday, May 3, from 1 to 5 PM   FREE 
 
Lobby Exhibit:  A History of Lake City -  May 16 to June 28, exhibit by the Lake City Historical 
Society  
 
Bluffs & Brews:  Barn Bluff Hike & Social Hour at Liberty’s Restaurant & Lounge-   
Saturday, May 16, at 3:30 PM   $5 per person for hike only (space is limited) 
 
History Break:  Charles Lindbergh Sr. and the 1918 Governor’s Race -   
Wednesday, May 20, at 12 PM   FREE 
 
An Afternoon with Local History:  The Lutheran Ladies’ Seminary  -  Saturday, May 23, at 12 PM   
$15 per person (lunch included, space is limited) 
 
2nd Annual Red Wing History Museum Crawl -  Friday, May 29 (3 to 8 PM), Saturday, May 30 (9 
AM to 5 PM), & Sunday, May 31 (11 AM to 5 PM)  FREE 
 
1st Free Sunday:  Telling the Story of Rural America -  Sunday, June 7, from 1 to 5 PM  FREE 
 
History Break:  War of 1812 Veterans in Minnesota -  Wednesday, June 18, at 12 PM  FREE 
 
Bluffs & Brews:  Paddling the Cannon River & Social Hour at the Red Wing Brewery -   
Saturday, June 20, at 3:30 PM  $5 per person for canoe trip only (space is limited) 
 
Waterski Days -  Saturday, June 27, & Sunday, June 28, Patton Park in Lake City  
 
Rolling River Music Festival -  Saturday, June 27, at Central Park, visit our root beer float stand 
 
1st Free Sunday:  Ice Cream Social -  Sunday, July 5, from 1 to 5 PM  FREE 
 
For more information about these and upcoming events, please check our website 
(www.goodhuecountyhistory.org) and Facebook page often for updates.   
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 Check us out on the 1st 
Sunday of each month with 

free admission! 
 

 

Minnesota on the Map  May 3 
Enjoy an afternoon of learning and map making as we 
celebrate Minnesota on the Map!  Hear a presentation 
by Macalester College’s David Lanegran.  Children 
can make their own map with the help of ArtReach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Telling the Story of Rural America  June 7 
Meet children’s author Gordon Fredrickson as he 
explains life on a 1950s farm.  Copies of his books 
will be available for purchase. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ice Cream Social    July 5 
Bring your friends, neighbors, and anyone else you 
can find to our ice cream social!  Enjoy an ice cream 
cone and catch up at the History Center. 
 

All 1st Free Sundays are sponsored through a 
community partnership with 

 
 
 
 
 

Reddy Kilowatt is  
90 years old 

By Janet Daley 

 
Reddy Kilowatt is a flashy little character, 
an advertising symbol used by many electric 
utilities worldwide.  Reddy Kilowatt was 
created in1925 by Ashton B. Collins, an 
Alabama Power Co. executive, in an effort 
to establish an appealing symbol to 
represent electricity readiness to serve.  It 
became popular in Goodhue County in 1942 
when Northern States Power Co. (NSP) 
used it on promotional give-away items and 
in advertising ‘Electricity is Penny Cheap’.  
In 1947 the character was restyled into a  
shorter, wide-eyed, cheerful figure with one 
less finger on each hand. Reddy Kilowatt 
debuted in TV commercials in 1962.  In 
1970 Reddy Kilowatt’s ears got a new look 
when the third grounding hole was added.  
In 1998 his pixie boots were exchanged for 
running shoes with blue lighting bolts on the 
side and his antenna color changed from red 
to blue. 
 
Collector Dave Brown’s first item was a 1” 
lapel pin that he got as a kid from his 
parents.  Dave has been collecting Reddy 
Kilowatt memorabilia for 38 years.  Dave’s 
favorite is a 2-½ foot neon statue that he got 
from a New Jersey dealer in 2001. The most 
rare object is a 1939 limited production wall 
lamp from a Philadelphia Electric Co.   
 
Dave enjoys the hunt for Reddy Kilowatt 
items at antique stores, garage sales, E-bay 
and by word of month.  He’d love to have 
an undamaged 3-foot Reddy Kilowatt doll 
or another neon sign.  Dave has collected 
more than 2,000 items.  
 
The fun of the collector’s hunt will 
continue.  Come and view our first in a 
series of personal collections.  It will be on 
display through mid-June.   
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    GCHS Membership Application 
 
  Name______________________________________________ 
 
  Contact Person (Business only)___________________________ 
 
  Address_____________________________________________ 
 
   ___________________________________________________ 
 
  Phone (____) ________________________________________ 
 
  E-mail_______________________________________________ 
 
  Would you like to receive the GCHS newsletter by email?______ 

  Would you like to receive event and program notices by email? ____ 

  New   □  Renew   □  

   My check is enclosed  □    Please debit my credit card  □ 

 
  Card Number_________________________________________ 
 
  Expiration Date_____________    CCV/CVV # _______________ 
 
  Authorized Signature____________________________________ 
 

   

  Yes!  I want to be a member of the Goodhue County  
  Historical Society at the following level (please check     

  one): 
 

    □  Individual                           $35 

    □  Family                          $50 

    □  Basic Business                        $50 

    □  Supporting                   $100 

    □  Contributing                   $250 

    □  Rev. J.W. Hancock Society (life)     $5,000 

    
   Please make checks payable to: 
          
       Goodhue County Historical Society 
 
   Mail applications to: 
          
         Goodhue County Historical Society 
          1166 Oak Street 
          Red Wing, MN  55066  

Dave Brown of Red Wing stands with 
his Reddy Kilowatt collection. 
 
What’s Next:  In June, come see the 
textile equipment owned by Nancy  
Ellison of Zumbrota. 
 
Interested in showcasing your  
collection?  Contact Janet Daley at 
(651) 388-4556 for details. 

Help us with our mailing list! 
 

A number of our mailings are returned with  
incomplete or undeliverable addresses.  If you 
have moved, or have a winter or summer 
address, please notify us.  Even if you have 
moved to a new apartment in the same building/
complex, please give us your new address.     
 
If you would like to save a tree, and help us 
save on the cost of bulk mailing, you can 
receive the newsletter by email.  Please send an 
email to: info@goodhistory.org  
with Paperless Newsletter in the subject line 
to start receiving the newsletter by email.  If 
you have changed your email address as well, 
please let us know your new address.  If you 
have notified us but have not received the 
newsletter, check your bulk mail inbox and 
spam filter settings in your email program.   
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 Nonprofit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 305 
Red Wing, MN 

 Goodhue County 
 Historical Society 
 1166 Oak Street  
 Red Wing, MN  55066 
 
Spring 2015 

 
Minnesota’s first county historical society, est. 1869 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

We need your stuff to help make the 100 Mile Garage Sale a success! 
 
Do you have unwanted items that are cluttering up the house?  Consider donating them to the 
Goodhue County Historical Society for their garage sale.  All items except clothing are 
accepted.  Items must be in useable condition. 
 
Items can be dropped off at Riverbend Co-op (417 Main Street, Red Wing) on the following 
dates and times: 
 
Wednesday, April 15 4 to 7 PM 
Tuesday, April 21  4 to 7 PM 
Saturday, April 25  9 AM to 12 Noon 
Wednesday, April 29 9 AM to 3 PM 
 
If you are unable to drop off items on these dates, please 
contact Dustin at the Historical Society to arrange a transfer. 


