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CONNECT Sheet 
“When the Church Embraces 

Diversity”

Questions for further discussion: 

1. When you first came to New Ground Church (and if you’re new this will be fresh), what was the 
motivation for you? 

2.   If you have been at New Ground for a while, has that changed for you since being involved in the 
community? How? 

3.   Talk about an example of encountering someone very different than you and what you did do 
connect?  Did that happen in the church community? What about outside the community? 

4.   What tools have been helpful in helping you understand yourself and others in deeper ways? Talk 
about a couple of examples where it helped? 

5.   What does it look like for New Ground to be a living sacrifice for one another? To the greater 
community? To the world? 

6.   What are some ways that you believe New Ground can embrace more diversity?   
 
7.   Who is the hardest person for you to get along with?  What steps can you take to invite them to the 
Table? 

Further Biblical Study 
 
1. Texts: Acts 2:5-11; Acts 6:1-6, Romans 13:8-10, 14:1-23, 1 Corinthians 10:22-33, 12:12-31, 
Ephesians 2:14-16, 3:1-10, 4:1-6,  

2. “One Another”: Go to a site like biblehub.net and look up all the New Testament commands of “one 
another.” You could also Google “One Another in New Testament” to get similar results.  

Next Steps this week: 

1. Use a tool like the Enneagram, Myers-Briggs, DiSc profile, or even Strengths Finder. What are things 
that you discover about yourself that you weren’t aware of before?  Take notice of how you are living 
into that this week. 
 
2. Spend some time with someone different than you.  It can be coffee, lunch, dinner, even a short 
chat.  Ask questions that talk about what their interests are.  What are they passionate about?  What is 
their biggest pet peeve? What is the most difficult thing to wrestle with currently?   

3. Tell someone who is much different than you how s/he has been a gift this week. 
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Further Resources: 
 
On Personality Tools:  Remember, these are tools, they are not labels.  You are not your number, or set 
of letters, it is an indicator of how God is uniquely shaping you.  It is best to to this in the context of 
community as you discover how God is calling you together with those you do life with. 

Quote mentioned in teaching re: Enneagram 

The Enneagram is not a New Age tool. Nor is the Enneagram a “Christian” tool. The 
Enneagram is a human tool. Think of the Enneagram like we think of money. Money is a tool. It 
is neither evil nor good. Money is neutral. It all depends on how you use it. Regardless of race, 
religion, gender, culture, socioeconomics, or orientation, the Enneagram can be helpful to 
anyone, anywhere. -AJ Sherill, The Enneagram and Spiritual Formation 

1. The Road Back to You: Ian Morgan Cron and Suzanne Stabile. This is the most accessible book for 
those unfamiliar to the Enneagram. 

2.   The Enneagram and Spiritual Formation by AJ Sherrill.  This does a great job with daily practices, 
habits, and blind spots to pay attention to as part of your growth in Jesus. 

3.   Please Understand Me II: by David Kiersey. This is a great reference for Myers-Briggs type 
Indicator 

4.   Clifton Strengths Finder: https://www.gallup.com/cliftonstrengths/en/252137/home.aspx. This is 
best done in a community where you know each other a little better.  It also is beneficial with someone 
who is trained in facilitating discussions well for teams. The book Living Your Strengths is a attempt 
at connecting this tool to spirituality.  It is a great tool for helping understand how your group is 
shaped and what God might be calling you into together. 
 

If there has been anything else that has been helpful, please email us at info@newgroundchurch.org. 
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