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In the End 
Times?
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bookof 
Revelation



Revelation 3:7-13



“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia 
write: ‘The words of the holy one, the true one, 
who has the key of David, who opens and no 
one will shut, who shuts and no one opens. 

Rev. 3:8   “ ‘I know your works. Behold, I have 
set before you an open door, which no one is 
able to shut. I know that you have but little 
power, and yet you have kept my word and 
have not denied my name.



9 Behold, I will make those of the synagogue 
of Satan who say that they are Jews and are 
not, but lie—behold, I will make them come 
and bow down before your feet, and they 
will learn that I have loved you. 10 Because 
you have kept my word about patient 
endurance, I will keep you from the hour of 
trial that is coming on the whole world, to 
try those who dwell on the earth.



11 I am coming soon. Hold fast what you 
have, so that no one may seize your crown. 
12 The one who conquers, I will make him a 
pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall 
he go out of it, and I will write on him the 
name of my God, and the name of the city of 
my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes 
down from my God out of heaven, and my 
own new name. 13 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’







“The Key of David”



Isaiah 22:15-25



 Thus says the Lord GOD of hosts, “Come, go to 
this steward, to Shebna, who is over the 
household, and say to him: 16 What have you to do 
here, and whom have you here, that you have cut 
out here a tomb for yourself, you who cut out a 
tomb on the height and carve a dwelling for 
yourself in the rock? 17 Behold, the LORD will hurl 
you away violently, O you strong man. He will 
seize firm hold on you 18and whirl you around and 
around, and throw you like a ball into a wide land.



There you shall die, and there shall be your 
glorious chariots, you shame of your master’s 
house. 19 I will thrust you from your office, and 
you will be pulled down from your station. 20 In 
that day I will call my servant Eliakim the son 
of Hilkiah, 21 and I will clothe him with your 
robe, and will bind your sash on him, and will 
commit your authority to his hand. And he 
shall be a father to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. 2



And I will place on his shoulder the key of the house 
of David. He shall open, and none shall shut; and he 
shall shut, and none shall open. 23 And I will fasten him 
like a peg in a secure place, and he will become a 
throne of honor to his father’s house. 24 And they will 
hang on him the whole honor of his father’s house, 
the offspring and issue, every small vessel, from the 
cups to all the flagons. 25 In that day, declares the LORD 
of hosts, the peg that was fastened in a secure place 
will give way, and it will be cut down and fall, and the 
load that was on it will be cut off, for the LORD has 
spoken.”



Shebna/Eliakim



“Little power”



Isaiah 45:14, 49:23, 60:14



10 Because you have kept my word about 
patient endurance, I will keep you from 
the hour of trial that is coming on the 
whole world, to try those who dwell on 
the earth.



To a Jewish mind, time is more 
qualitative than quantitative.



“You have kept my word…”



“I do not ask that you take them out of the 
world, but that you keep them from the 
evil one.” 

-John 17:15



Jesus doesn’t pray for us to exit 
suffering, but for protection 

during suffering.”



“Revelation reveals a bifurcated 
universe in which “ordinary” life 
and “divine” life COEXIST 
(emphasis mine) at all times and 
places.” 

-Wes Howard Brook, Unveiling Empire: 
Reading Revelation Then and Now 



Bifurcate =  When we try to separate 
things as ONLY either/or.



Does God “test” us?



Testing shows US our 
own faithfulness.



The crucible is for silver, and the 
furnace is for gold, and the LORD tests 
hearts.” 

-Proverbs 17:3



“…he has caused us to be born again to a 
living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who 
by God’s power are being guarded through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time.



6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little 
while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 
various trials, 7 so that the tested 
genuineness of your faith—more precious 
than gold that perishes though it is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.” 

-1 Peter 1:3b-7 



What is the fire  
doing to you?  

Destroying or Refining?



Galatians 5:16-25
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