
 President  Rocco Pisto 
Michigan Water Color Society 

Winter 2019 Newsletter 

Follow  the  Michigan Watercolor Society Facebook page for more up to 

date information and interactions. Post your latest paintings, exhibitions and 

content that would help others grow their painting careers.  

Over 680 follow our page. https://www.facebook.com/

 
MWCS Past & Present Chairman’s Show 

Spring Meeting:   

March 23, 2019 

1099 Lone Pine Road 

Bloomfield Township 

Michigan, 48302 

Phone: 248-642-5800 

Happy New Years to all our 

MWCS Members.  

Our 71st Annual Exhibition 

and Travel shows were suc-

cessful displays of great 

work by Michigan Water Me-

dia Artists.  Four pieces in 

total were sold.  

With the close of the 71st Annual the work begins 

on the 72nd Annual Exhibition which will be held at 

the  beautiful Studio 23/The Arts Center, 901 N 

Water St, Bay City, Michigan 48708.  The Travel 

Exhibition schedule has our show traveling to Stu-

dio 1219 in Port Huron -- August 6 to September 

27, Alfred Berkowitz Gallery in Dearborn - October 

thru November, and finally back to the Greater Flint 

Art's Council in December. 

Our juror for the 72nd Annual is Chris Krupinski 

https://chriskrupinski.com. Chris is a Dolphin Fellow 

of the American Watercolor Society, signature 

member of the National Watercolor Society, Rocky 

Mountain Watercolor Society, TWSA (Master Sta-

tus), Watercolor West-Master, and Allied Artists, to 

name a few.   We look forward to working with her 

for the exhibition and workshop.  

The 72nd prospectus should have been received by 

our members by this time.  If you have not received 

your prospectus and cannot download it online, 

please let us know.  

We have an outstanding Board of Directors who 

volunteer their time to make sure we keep the tradi-

tions of the Michigan Water Color Society alive and 

perpetually in motion into the future.   I want to es-

pecially thank those new board members who 

stepped to fill roles.  Ruth Forman - Awards/

Fundraising Chair, Nobuko Yamasaki - Co-

Exhibition Chair, Stephanie John  - Co-Travel Chair 

and especially to Barbara Baker for taking on the 

Treasurer role. 

   We are always looking for volunteers to take on 

roles to support the organization. We are in current 

need of the following Board Chair positions; Re-

cording Secretary for our meetings, Publicity Chair, 

Historian and Social Media Chair. Support and 

mentoring for these positions will be available. 

Please contact me if interested in working with a 

great team at roccopistoart@gmail.com or call at 

614-408-8500. 

We are please to announce in the Winter 2019 

MWCS Newsletter two up and coming shows this 

year.  The first show is our 72nd Annual MWCS 

show, which will be held at Studio 23/The Arts 

Center in Bay City, Michigan.  The prospectus and 

entry forms are included in this newsletter.    

 The second show is MWCS Chairman’s Show.  

Details for this show are noted below.  Also includ-

ed in this issue is our annual Membership form, 

which is found near the end of this news letter. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Michigan-WatercolorSociety/217901441567135


Michigan Water Color Society  

72nd Annual Call for Entry 

Over $5000 in Awards  & Regional Exposure  

71st  Best of Show Award winner,  Kent Wiejaczka,  “ Lake Michigan Ice Series #3” 

Prospectus online @mwcsart.com - Deadline February 16, 2019 

Like us on Facebook (Michigan Water Color Society) and Twitter (mwcsart) 

Register online   

 

https://mwcsart.com/exhibition-entry-info/






Dynamic Still Lifes  

in Watercolor  

with Chris Krupinski, AWS-DF, NWS  

 

This workshop is focused on designing your own still life using good 

composition techniques . Learn how to see beyond your photo ref-

erence to develop your own color and composition.  

Chris will work with each student individually to select the elements 

and arrange their own still  life.  The student will then learn to see 

the arrangement from several different angles and how to photo-

graph for the optimum composition.  

Leave this three day workshop with knowledge that can be applied 

to all of your paintings: still life, landscape, or figurative.  Transform 

your work into stronger, more dramatic pieces.  

 

Workshop Dates: June 3-5, 2019, 9:30 AM to 4:30 PM each day 

This three-day workshop will take place at the U-M Matthaei Botani-

cal Gardens and Nichols Arboretum in Ann Arbor.   Cost for the 

workshop is $250.00 for MWCS members, and $300.00 for non– 

members.  Parking is an additional $5.00 per car per day.  There is 

no charge to park if you are a member of the Botanical Gardens, or 

a member of reciprocal gardens.  Please bring current membership 

card as proof.  A walk-in-cooler will be available for food storage.  

A class supplies list will be sent to you ahead of the class. Direc-

tions and a map to the U-M Matthaei Botanical Gardens and Nich-

ols Arboretum maybe found at mbgna.umich.edu 

REGRISTRATION DEADLINE: April 1, 2019 

For more information, contact Edward Marsh at 248.399.4186 or 

nightcry@wowway.com  or MWCS President  Rocco Pisto at 614-

408-8500 

 

Register  

 

https://mwcsart.com/exhibition-entry-info/


 

ARTIST STATEMENT  

Art is a key element in Chris Krupinski’s life. She has been drawing and painting all of her life, but discovered watercolors in the mid-

1980s and has had a passion for the medium ever since. The training she received pursuing art education and graphic design de-

grees honed her technical abilities. But, more importantly, it is the discipline of painting every day that has led to her success. 

Chris is a Dolphin Fellow of the American Watercolor Society, signature member of the National Watercolor Society, Rocky Mountain 

Watercolor Society, TWSA (Master Status), Watercolor West-Master, and Allied Artists, to name a few. Chris earned the first Platinum 

Member status in the Alabama Watercolor Society. She is the recipient of over 200 national and regional awards including the top 

award in the 2013, 2015, and 2018 Adirondacks Exhibition of American Watercolors, first in Watercolor West 2016, first in Alabama 

Watercolor Society 2018 and a medallion award winner in the 2013 and 2015 American Watercolor Society Exhibition. Chris has been 

published in major watercolor publications and has been a featured artist in numerous leading national art magazines. She was fea-

tured on both the cover and a feature article in the October 2014 issue of The Artists Magazine. Most recently Chris was featured with 

a step-by-step demonstration in the Art of Watercolour magazine (30th edition). 

Internationally, Chris was selected as one of the "master painters" for the Invitational Exhibition of Contemporary International 

Watermedia Masters, November 2007, 2010, and 2012 in Nanjing, China. Chris was also slected for the Shanghai Zhujiajiao 

International Watercolour Biennial Exhibition in 2012. One painting wás selected for the 2013-2014 Shenzhen Watercolour Biennial. 

Chris has been an invitee to the 2018 Silk Road Exhibition in China. She was invited to participate in the IWS biennial in Cappadocia, 

Turkey in 2014. Two paintings were shown in the 2014 Thailand Watermedia Exposition and two in the Taiwan 2016 International 

Exhibition. She was invited to show in Greece in 2014-18. Chris is also a U.S. representing artist in Fabriano, Italy. 

Chris Krupinski, AWS-df, NWS    

www.chriskrupinski.com 

 

Dynamic Still Lifes in Watercolor  Workshop with Chris Krupinski, AWS-DF, NWS  

June 3-5, 2019, U-M Matthaei Botanical Gardens and Nichols Arboretum in Ann Arbor 

MWCS Member Fee: $250.00  - Non-Member: $300.00  -  REGRISTRATION DEADLINE: April 1, 2019 

 Name                  Email  

 

 Address                       Phone  

 

 MWCS  Member                  I am interested in MWCS Membership                 I am interested in Hotel Information   

Make Check payable to: Michigan Watercolor Society 

Visit the MWCS website for membership information.  You may combine the Workshop fee and a MWCS membership fee on a single 

check. 

$35 individual membership  - $40 Family Membership  - $15 Student Membership (school graduation date)_______________ 

Make payment and completed form to:  Edward Marsh, 1103 Cherokee Ave, Royal Oak, MI 48067 



 

Nobuko Yamasaki will Co—Chair  with Carol LaChiusa the 

Exhibition role for  Michigan Water Color Society.  This role 

entails finding venues for future Annual Exhibitions, working 

with these galleries and museums to insure  a successful 

event.    Currently the Exhibition team is looking for  the 2021 

location in the Western part of the state of Michigan.  

 

 

 

 

Michigan Water Color Society 

Board of Directors 

 

http://www.mwcsart.com/ 

 

Current Board Chairs  

President   

             Rocco Pisto  

Awards/Fundraising Chair   

             Ruth Forman  

Corresponding Secretary 

Julie-Ann Magdowski     

Exhibition Co-Chairs 

Carol LaChiusa  
Nobuko Yamasaki  

Graphics 

            Sue Ann Whitston   

Historian  

Linda Mendelson 

Membership Chair 

Carol Evert    

Newsletter Co-Chairs 

Belinda McGuire  

Social Chair  TBD 

Program Chair 

Ed Marsh   

Recording Secretary :TBD 

Traveling Exhibition Co-Chairs 

Carmen Tice   
Stephanie John  
 

Treasurer 

Barbara Baker  

Webmaster 

Joe Kotzan  

 

http://www.mwcsart.com/ 

 

Handcrafted wood frames made from a 

variety of species, constructed with 

wood splined corners.  For pricing and 

more information send an email to 

Belinda McGuire at  

bgmcad@gmail.com 

Custom Wood Frames 

Meet  Nobuko Yamasaki—Our New Exhibition Chair 

Here is an example of 

Nobuko Yamasaki’s  

71st Annual award 

winning work titled , 

“Autumn Song” 



Ruth Forman  - A Costa Rica born -American artist. 

At a very age I discovered a passion for art.  I studied Interior Design and Fine Art at the University of Costa Rica.  In 1996 I moved to 

the United States, Michigan and continued further education on Decorative Painting and watercolor.  I have been teaching for over a 

decade now.  Some of my watercolor instructors are:  Tom Lynch, Tony Couch, and Sandra Lynn Strohschein (USA).   Jose Manuel 

Mendez, Társila Jiménez, Joan Coch, and Idoia Lasagabaster ( Spain). 

Exhibitions 

Watercolor Exhibition II Jornadas Artisticas, 

Ubeda- Spain 2015 

Second Encounter of Advance Watercolor 

Artist, Toledo -Spain 2015 

71st  Michigan Watercolor Society Exhibition, 

Saginaw Art Museum 2018 

-First Festival International Watercolor Costa 

Rica, Galery Sophia Wanamaker, Centro Cul-

tutal Norteamericano, Costa Rica 2018 

Active Member of  

Advanced Watercolor Artists - Spain  

Michigan Water Color Society  

International Watercolor  

Society USA 

International Watercolor Color  

Society Costa Rica 

Meet Ruth Forman—Our New Awards Chair 

71st Annual Exhibition and Travel Show Sponsorship  

We would like to thank our sponsoring galleries and museums for supporting last years annual exhibition. Through their efforts, four 

paintings were sold from the exhibition.  Again, thanks to Saginaw Art Museum for hosting the 71 Annual Exhibition, Art Studio 1219 

in Port Huron, Gallery 194 in Lapeer and Greater Flint Arts Council  for supporting the travel exhibition.  

Work has began for the 72nd Annual Exhibition which will be held at the  beautiful Studio 23/The Arts Center, 901 N Water St, Bay 

City, Michigan 48708.  The Travel Exhibition schedule has our show going to Studio 1219 in Port Huron -- August 6 to September 27, 

Alfred Berkowitz Gallery in Dearborn -- October 10- November 29, and finally back to the Greater Flint Art's Council in December. 

 

 
I would like to remind you that if you have not yet paid for your membership dues, there is still time.  Your membership dues help sup-
port the water media arts and artists in Michigan. They also help cover room rental fees for meetings, refreshments and operating 
costs.  Membership dues run from September 2018 to September 2019. 
 
You can help support the water media arts and artists in Michigan - so please join us.  
 
Carol Evert—Membership Chair  459 Cottonwood Lane Saline, MI  48176  734.649.4674 (cell/text) 

Membership  Chair  Carol Evert 



As an artist and watercolorist, we are well versed in our subject matter, the composition, and our techniques.  But as a new or experi-

enced watercolorist we can all become befuddled when looking over the various types of watercolor pigments.  Yes, there are several 

manufacturers of watercolor pigments:  Daniel Smith, Winsor & Newton, Prima Watercolors, Reeves, Van Gogh, Hobein, and Sen-

nelier watercolors to name a few that produce both professional and student grade paints.  More often artist make their choices of 

watercolor paints based on price.  For some it is purely econom-

ics, for others it is the thought that they are an amateur artist just 

getting started in their painting profession.  Well you never know 

when you are going to produce an outstanding painting that is 

worthy of a professional show and the one thing you don’t want to 

get in your way is your choice of watercolor pigment.   

As I researched the various watercolor pigments and manufactur-

ers, I found that there are many websites and articles that can 

help a watercolorist in choosing their manufacture and quality of 

watercolor pigment.  This article is meant to give the reader a 

basic understanding of available watercolor pigments available 

on the market, their qualities and characteristics to choose from, 

and finally a bibliography of resources for the reader to investi-

gate and make their further conclusions about their choices of 

watercolor pigments to include in their painting.  To help you sort through all the data available let ’s start with the basics.  When 

choosing a watercolor pigment, one must consider the basic qualities of watercolor pigments. 

Watercolor paints are a mixture of finely ground pigments mixed with a binder, usually Gum Arabic.   Gum Arabic binder can be pur-

chased in crystal form or in liquid form and is non-toxic natural element derived from an Acacia tree.   Watercolor Pigments are classi-

fied in two groups:  Inorganic (minerals) and Organic (vegetable, animal, and synthetic organic pigments).    Within the Inorganic 

group watercolor pigments can be native earth elements such as ochre, raw umber, etc.; or calcinated native earths such as burnt 

umber or burnt sienna, etc.; or inorganic synthetic colors such as cadmiums or zincs, two elements found on the Periodic Table of 

Elements in chemistry.  Yes, as an artist we need to know the science, namely some chemistry – ugh, behind the materials we use.    

The organic group of watercolor pigments include vegetable-based pigments such as gamboge, indigo, madder, etc.  Indigo planta-

tions were plentiful in South Carolina during the Antebellum period of your nation.  Animal based pigments include Indian yellow and 

Cochineal pigments.  The synthetic organic pigments (carbon based made in a lab) include Alizarin Crimson one of the earliest pig-

ments developed dating back to 1868.  Watercolor pigments can have the following characteristics and qualities each of which should 

be considered before making a painting. 

Transparent pigments:  

Appear more intensely hued when laid on white paper and are excellent for working with layered washes creating stain-glass, bejew-

eled like quality.  They are excellent for glazing and tinting allowing whatever image that is underneath to show through.  Some of the 

watercolor pigments in this category are:  Phthalocyanine: blue, green, violet; scarlet lake, rose madder, new gamboge, Indian yellow, 

and hooker’s green to name a few.  

Opaque pigments:   

Watercolor pigments that are opaque in nature require much care and thought before applying.  When applying opaque colors over 

previous laid washes without care can result in a muddy mess on your painting, thus obliterating anything that underneath it.   Opaque 

and semi-opaque pigments are less fugitive and can be easier to control in a wet on wet application.  Some watercolor pigments in 

this category include: Cadmium: Yellow, Red, Orange, Venetian red, Yellow ochre, Emerald green, Cerulean blue, and Naples yellow. 

Staining Ability:   

Good staining watercolor pigments can equate to a red wine stain in that they deeply penetrate the material be fall upon and very diffi-

cult in not impossible to remove.  Man-made dye-based pigments stain are the most staining of the pigments. In general, mineral 

based, and natural plant and earth pigments have less staining power.  Staining Watercolor pigments are classified as either heavy 

staining, light staining or non-staining.  Heavy staining pigments include:  the Phthalocyanine pigments blue, green, and violet, dioxa-

zine purple, alizarin crimson, scarlet lake, sap green, Hooker’s green.  Light Staining pigments include:  gold ochre, raw umber, cad-

mium orange, cobalt blue, gamboge yellow, cerulean blue, and magenta.  Non-staining pigments include emerald green, permanent 

rose, manganese blue, aureolin yellow, cobalt violet.  These pigments can be easily lifted off the watercolor paper with water, a brush 

or even a cloth. 

Best Practices by Belinda McGuire 



Best Practices by Belinda McGuire (continued) 

Granular Pigments or Sedimentary pigments:  

These watercolor pigments have a liquid to powdery texture look and feel.  This is caused by the difference between coarse and fine 

pigments that make up that make up the pigments making them heavier pigments.   These heavy pigments will cause washes to set-

tle out into the textures on your paper, creating a texture of their own.   You can literally see the texture these pigments create by 

studying your dry palette after you are done painting and Many of the pigments literally come from the dirt beneath your feet. Granular 

or sedimentary pigment include pigments such as Prussian Blue, Ultramarine Blue, Red Oxide, Viridian Green and Paynes Gray to 

name a few. 

Reflective Pigments:  

Are chalky and tend to “ride the surface” of a painting. This is true physically as well as visually.  What may look fine to the naked eye 

but may reflect into the camera lens with great luminosity, thus creating a hot spot on your digital images.  Reflective pigments in-

clude: Cobalt violet, Cobalt blue, Raw sienna, Viridian green, Aureole yellow. 

Lightfastness and Fugitive Pigments:   

The pigments in the “fugitive” class of paints have the unfortunate characteristic of looking beautiful and unique when first painted but 

show bad side-effects over time. These side effects 

include fading to non-existence, changing color, and 

darkening to black to name a few issues. Many in 

this class of colors were organic plant materials first 

used to make pigment for watercolor paints, like the 

madders.   One on my favorite pigments to have 

issues with fading is Alizarin Crimson.  In a recent 

report, under the guidelines of the ASTM (American 

Society of Testing Materials), they identify Alizarin 

Crimson (PR83), as one of those pigments that 

have fading issues no matter the quality or manufac-

ture of the pigment.  For me that was a major “wow” 

factor and has cause me to rethink my use of Aliza-

rin Crimson in favor for a more stable pigment. To 

date I haven’t removed Alizarin Crimson from my 

palette but I am in search for another more stable 

pigment that is closed to that hue.  

Included in this article are the websites I have accessed to create this article.  I would suggest all watercolorist not only consult these 

websites but perform their own experiments with their choices of watercolor pigments on their palette. The consensus among the arti-

cles I read is to avoid the student because of their fugitive qualities despite their economic advantages?    I would also recommend 

reading the manufactures data sheets on their pigments.  You find them very revealing and helpful.  Best wishes on a successful 

painting! 
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Alizarin Crimson lightfastness samples (2004) 

after just 300 hours of sunlight exposure, the tints in all sam-

ples have completely faded: (left to right) Winsor & Newton, 

Daniel Smith, Holbein, M.Graham, Rembrandt, Rowney Artists, 

Sennelier 



 
Join the Michigan Water Color Board  
 
 
 
 
Our MWCS board is volunteer. We are dedicated to 
the ideals & programs as well as our passion of water-
color. If you have any interest in being on the board…
call me, it is fun and rewarding.   
 
With your support & participation helps us to continue 
our 73 year tradition of promoting water-medium. 
 
“Our mission is to showcase the best water-medium 

artists in Michigan at our annual exhibition, to provide 
master artists presentations and demonstrations at 
our meetings and provide discounted workshop op-

portunities with our annual juror.” 
 

 
Cheers to a great year artistically for all our members 
and for the MWCS! Thank you for supporting the 
Michigan Water Color Society!  
 
 
 
Here's how we use your dues. Membership dues 
cover the room rental cost for two member meetings, 
dual master artist presenter fees and meeting refresh-
ments. Some dues are used to help cover the printing 
of the annual juried show catalog. 
 
 
 

MWCS Membership Benefits   
 
 
• Newsletter - includes all MWCS events, exhibit & workshops opportunities, tips, member news section 
• Notification of meetings, events, prospectus, annual exhibition 
• Attendance at the Fall dual Artist Presentation 
• Reduced annual competition entry fee 
• Supporting & promoting Water-medium Arts and Artists 
• Mentorship by extraordinary professional artists 
 
The annual exhibition entry fee covers our national recognized juror’s fee, dining, lodging and travel expenses as well as 
the cost of the prospectus, the 4-color annual show catalog  printing & mailing. If an artist’s painting sells during the an-
nual show the venue takes their percentage and the artist is paid the balance. MWCS does not receive any funds from 
the sale. The MWCS Award fund donations support the annual exhibition awards. 
 
 
We are always looking for volunteers to take on roles to support the organization. We are in current need of the following 
Board Chair positions;  

• Recording Secretary for our meetings 

• Social Chair 

• Publicity Chair 

• Historian 

• Social Media Chair 
 
Support and mentoring for these positions will be available. Please contact me if interested in working with a great team 
at roccopistoart@gmail.com or call at 614-408-8500. 



Kari Skubik 

 


