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National School Plant Management Association 
 

Date:           January 7, 2021 
Call to Order:   Keith Watkins 
Time:                11:05 am EST 
Roll Call:         Cristina Windover 
 
Members on Call: 
Keith Watkins 
James Martin 
Bill Shedden 
John Noel 
Kim Keener 
John Bailey 
Debbie Shedden 

Leon Sturkey 
David Meyers 
AJ Nordt 
William Bland 
Shannon Allen 
*Vince Sodano 

 
President’s Report:  Keith Watkins 
Still forging ahead with conference 

 
Secretary’s Report:     
Motion to approve meeting minutes for December Leon Sturkey.  Second motion by Bill Shedden.   Passed by 
unanimous consent.  
 
 Treasurer’s Report: John Noel 
Vendors still registering for conference waiting for income from CVENT.    
2 checks written 
-Joe Pettit-keynote speaker for conference 
-Website maintenance  
Debit Card Charge  
-Cell Phone for Executive Director 
 
Balance 76,076.95 
 
Motion to Treasurer’s Report for December James Martin.  Second motion by Leon Sturkey. Passed by 
unanimous consent.  
 

Committee Reports 

http://www.nspma.org/


Newsletter/Website: Mike Mertens (absent) 
Keith Watkins talked about newsletter that went out with communications about the conference, very nice job. 
 
Membership: Vacant 
Brief discussion of board vacancies and that everyone should be working on memberships and promoting 
membership.  
 
Bylaws: Grew Harrow (Absent) 
Nothing to report Greg emailed group bylaws. 
 
Scholarships & Awards:  AJ Nordt   
26 scholarship applications have been received.  
1 Pat Cochrane Award application  
1 Plant Manager of the Year application.  
Vince and AJ will be going through the scholarship applications. 
 
Vendor and Partnership: James Martin and Bill Shedden  
Jimmy sent out a personal email to all the vendors on the list that were assigned to him.  Many have no travel 
until April.  He has also been communicating via LinkedIn 
Bill has been sending updated to vendors.  Has heard back from at least one vendors saying they will register. 
Will see how the partner goes after the first of the year. 
 
Certification Program: John Bailey and Rick Walters (Absent)  
Thanks to the board and VSPMA for the feedback on all the modules, Dr. Bailey is currently building on the 
feedback-working on the subtopics. 
Working on the third-party partnership scheduled to have another conversation soon.   
Bill asked if ISSA representatives were planning to come to conference.  This is currently being worked on.  
 
Past President: Rick Walters (Absent) 
 
Special Projects: Kim Keener 
Tried to set up a scholarship fund with the $4,000 check.  Most banks advised that a trust conflicts with a non-
profit.  Currently trusts are family based.  Kim was advised that a trust is not appropriate, and that the money 
should be run through the NSPMA main account with a line item.  The advice was to revoke the trust and give 
the funds to NSPMA.   The language of the trust does allow for that.   
There will be a separate call to figure out what to do with the funds so that they will be available for this year’s 
scholarships.  
AJ asked how many scholarships are to be awarded and at what funding level.  John Noel noted that there is an 
additional 1000 that was donated by a vendor this year for scholarships.  
Direction to AJ is to look to award 5 scholarships at 1000 each. 
 
Conference Planner:   Dr. Bailey 
 A month away from the conference.  Hotel is fully functioning and is holding a conference soon.  They are 
waiving hotel block, attrition rule, and meal counts.  NSPMA will not be held to the normal accountability. 
30 booths sold 
5 bronze sponsors 
1 silver sponsor from Mitsubishi 
Rest are single booths. 
Early bird pricing is gone. 
Still have more vendors that are planning on coming.  Goal of 40 booths-typically sell 65-70 booths.  Anticipate 
35 booths will be sold in another week.  Feeling very confident on what has been done. 
47 attendees signed up (only 18 from SC, several from VA).  Aiming for 100 attendees, last year were 265.  
Future looks good, some intend to come in future years. 



Discussion about whether Rick Walters is attending and his role as past president.  
Board is registered. 
Reminded not to make shirts and logo items date specific.  
Another email reminder blast going out on Monday. 
Vince asked about NJ registration (currently 4), he anticipates more registrations.   
GA and TN are registered. 
AJ asked about sponsor for masks.  Discussion about PPE and having surgical masks available.  
William Bland voiced concern over the state of things COVID wise going into the conference.  Everyone 
hoping the middle of February will be different, as far as the state curve.   At the conference everyone will 
practice good hygiene, mask wearing an 

Old Business 
None 
 
New Business 
Covered in conference. 
Closing: Keith Watkins 
2022 will be a better year.    


