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Facility Masters Achieving Excellence 

  n partnership with School 
Dude, the National School Plant 
Management Association is 
proud to announce our 22nd 
Annual Conference to be held in 
Rogers, Arkansas, April 30th-
May 3 at the Embassy Suites 
Northwest Arkansas Hotel, Spa 
and Convention Center located 
in the center of the Ozark 
Mountains. NSPMA had 28 
states representing school plant 
managers from across the 
nation at the 2016 conference 
and hopes to increase this 
number in 2017. 

What a great experience for our 
vendors to have first-hand 
access to facility managers from 
around the country. Conference 
benefits include presentations 
that will focus on a “Facilities 
Masters” track that includes 
numerous topics on Facility 
Management & Preventive  

 

Maintenance, Energy 
Management, Human 
Resources, Green Schools, 
Facility & Grounds Operations, 
School Safety, and Custodial 
topics. 

There are some positive 
advantages of being a 
committed sponsor to the 
association. Please see the 
NSPMA sponsorship forms for 
those advantages and 
opportunities. 

 

website www nspma.org. The 
association also has the 
capability to give exemplary 
customer service to our 
vendors and participants. You 
can speak to our association 
secretary, Sherry Jennings, 
five days a week. Sherry will 
be glad to answer any 
questions you may have. 

Office hours are from 7:30am-
4pm, Monday-Friday. Sherry 
can be contacted directly at 
757-547-0489. Her email 
is sherry.jennings@cpschools
.com. 

NSPMA hopes that you will 
get involved with our 
association and join us in                                                   
Rogers for our 2017 National 
Conference…..and to enjoy 
the great spring weather in 
the beautiful Ozark 
Mountains!                                                    

Looking forward to seeing 
each of you in Arkansas, 

 

Mike Mertens                      
NSPMA President                        
2016-2017 
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There are many opportunities 
for our conference attendees 
and partners to make new 
friends in the facility 
management profession and to 
learn new things through our 
breakout sessions. We will have 
excellent speakers that will talk 
about a range of topics so that 
everyone should be able to 
learn something new from the 
conference and hopefully apply 
that knowledge to real-world 
applications.  

As we move forward in the next 
few months, please do not 
hesitate to check out our  

I 

Monthly Newsletter of the National School Plant Management Association 

SchoolDude is partnering with NSMPA on                 
the 2017 national conference. 
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It’s Time to Change the Way We 
Think About Sports Floor Care 

 
 

 

 

But in the Midwest, we know that innovation isn't all 
about pixels and bytes.  The innovation that made 
America great was the development of innovative 
solutions to common problems.  Recon, developed by 
Hillyard, the company that's First In Gym Finishes®, 
fits that bill perfectly.  It's an inspired product that is 
revolutionizing the sports floor coating industry 
and changing the way we think about wood sports 
floor care. 

Sports floors take a beating! Constant play, street 
shoes, grit and grime all take their toll. Compounding 
the problem, many gyms have become the 24/7 
community centers with meetings, assemblies and 
ceremonies that wear on a sports floor finish.  Over 
time, even with the best coating and maintenance 
program, wood sports floors lose their high gloss and 
tight, "shoe squeak" performance. 

Until now, an annual recoat was the only solution to 
gain back new floor gloss and performance. According 
to Blake Roth, Sport Floor Coating Product Leader at 
Hillyard, "The reality is that the annual recoat process 
is hard work! It takes a lot of time, effort and skill to 
perform. That's why many organizations have out-
sourced their annual recoat. There is cleaning, 
abrading, tacking, coating, drying, and curing. Sports 
floors need to be out of service for four or five days at a 
time, and in this day, “who can afford that?” 

Recon is a revolutionary, two-component, 
micro-layer sports floor coating system that 
takes very little effort to get exceptional new 
floor looks and performance.   

Stuart Hughes, Vice President of Research and 
Development at Hillyard, states "It only takes about two 
hours to clean and coat the typical floor. The floor is 
dry in one hour, and it's ready for play the next day. 
The coating process is fast and easy when compared 
to traditional gym finishes. Recon is applied more like a 
resilient floor finish but has the performance 
characteristics of a true sports floor coating." Because 
Recon is so easy to apply and to get exceptional 
results, it’s enabling organizations to do their sports 
floor coating with in-house staff. 

Livingston County R-1 School District in Ludlow 
Missouri believes in the Recon approach. According to 
Robert Purdy, Director of Maintenance, "I needed a 
product to recoat the floor over break to prepare for the 
upcoming basketball season. Recon is the perfect 
solution for my intermediate gym floor care needs. It’s 
fast and easy with a quick turnaround. Great product!” 

 

 

As the Official Sports Floor Care Provider to The 
Basketball Hall of Fame, and the provider of the Official 
Floor Mop of NCAA Basketball Championships, Hillyard is 
your sports floor coatings expert – you can say we know 
the sport from the ground up.  And with Recon, you can 
ensure that your sports floor – whether high school, 
middle school, elementary school, or community center – 
gets the treatment it deserves without the high cost and 
effort of traditional processes. 

Visit the Recon image gallery here to see for yourself. 

For more information on Recon by Hillyard, click here. 

Article reprinted from 
https://facilitymasters.schooldude.com/National/resources 

 

 Gym floor coatings create a base of protection. The top of 
that base is what gets the wear and tear. Recon quickly 
restores that top level. 
 

    

 

Photo courtesy of www.hillyard.com 

 

       lot of times, when we talk about innovation, we talk about technology. We talk Silicon Valley, 
Facebook, Apple, or Tesla. 
A     
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        record number of school plant 
managers attended the 45th annual 
conference of the Arkansas School Plant 
Management Association (ASPMA), 
October 3-5 at the Hot Springs 
Convention Center & Embassy Suites. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 45th Annual ASPMA Conference Held in Hot Springs, AR 
 

This year’s conference was packed 
with great keynote speakers, 
informative breakout sessions,          
vendor presentations, and a large 
trade show.   

Over 800 at SFA Conference in Saratoga Springs, NY 

 

 

custodial, and maintenance 
services.  During the 
conference, sixteen 
attendees received initial 
CFD certification and a 
number of plant managers 
were recognized for 
certification renewal.  
 
ASPMA is pleased to 
announce that Terry 
Granderson, long-time 
Assistant Executive Director 
with the AR Division of 
Academic Facilities and 
Transportation, was honored 
as the 2016 recipient of the 
President’s Blue Ribbon 
Award for his leadership, 
active participation in the 
development of the CFD 
Program, and commitment to 
quality school facility 
management statewide.   
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This year’s theme was 
“Unsung Heroes.” As 
always, the event was an 
excellent opportunity for 
professional development, 
business contacts, 
networking with peers, and 
up-to-date information on a 
variety of topics and 
products relevant to the 
work of school plant 
managers.  

This year’s conference also 
included a day of classes 
for the Certified Facilities 
Director (CFD) program. 
Classes were held on 
crucial topics such as 
human resources, 
purchasing/supply 
management, and 
budgeting for facilities, 

 

      aratoga Springs was the site of 
this year’s School Facilities 
Conference and Expo.  This year’s 
event featured timely training on a 
wide range of topics, a sold-out expo 
with 170 vendors, and hundreds of 
conference attendees. 

Once again, conference sponsors 
stepped up to make the conference 
expo and golf tournament possible, 
providing scholarships and 
emphasizing the crucial importance  
of professional development in the 
school facilities field.   

Session highlights included timely 
information on emergency 
preparedness, communication 
techniques for advocacy and issues, 
dealing with the media, FEMA and 
First Responder training, 
environmental issues, and legislative 
news. 

 

Networking with others involved in 
school facilities is always an added 
valuable perk for conferences such 
as the SFA event. 

This year’s theme, “Lights! 
School Facilities! Action!  
Directing Our Show,” was seen 
throughout the event as 
exhibitors dressed as their 
favorite movie characters. 

 

 

 

Forty conference attendees 
were there for the first time, 
and a majority of them were 
new members.  These new 
conference participants 
greatly benefitted from the 
advice they received on how 
to navigate the conference 
sessions and expo. The 
professional development 
portion of the conference is 
important for attendees, 
especially those working on 
accreditation.  

During the conference’s 
opening session, 25 current 
CDFs (Certified Director of 
Facilities) in attendance were 
recognized.  
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Save  

the  

Date 

National School Plant 
Management 
Association                       

Annual Conference 
April 29-May 2, 2017 

Embassy Suites,               
Northwest Arkansas Hotel, Spa, 

and Convention Center          
Rogers, Arkansas 

 
   

    
                         

  

                                                                                               

 

Northwest Arkansas, Home                         
to WAL-MART, the Nation’s Largest 
Retailer 

Northwest Arkansas ranks 
in the “Top Ten Best Places 
in the U.S. to Travel” – 
Lonely Planet, World’s 
Largest Publisher of Travel 
Books and Guides 

“Northwest Arkansas, home of 
the Crystal Bridges Museum of 
American Art, is the hottest 
travel destination in the U.S.” – 
Travel + Leisure 

Rogers and Bentonville area is one of 
the “Top Ten Hipster Neighborhoods  
in the U.S.” – Yahoo Travel  

One of the “25 Best Places to 
Retire” – Money Magazine 

 

 

Downtown Rogers, AR 

Crystal Bridges Museum 

To register, log on to https://facilitymasters.schooldude.com/national.com 

www.nspma.org 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
2016-2017 

Mike Mertens, President 
Arkansas 
m.mertens@theaaea.org 
 
Kim Keener, President-Elect 
New Jersey 
kkeener@robbinsville.k12.nj.us 
 
John Rome, Jr., Vice President 
Lousiana 
jrome@stcharles.k12.la.us 
 
Dr. John Bailey, Past President 
Virginia 
john.bailey@cpschools.com 
 
 
 
 

John Noel, Treasurer 
Kentucky 
nspm@windstream.net 
 
Sherry Jennings, Secretary 
Virginia 
sherry.jennings@cpschools.com 
 
Jim Vicar, Conference Planner 
South Carolina 
jimvicar@sc.rr.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Frank Martinez, Colorado 
frank.martinez@bvsd.org 
 
Rick Walters, Virginia 
rwalters@kwcps.k12.va.us 
 
Wayne Natzel, Connecticut 
wnatzel@seymourschools.org 
 
Larry Tillotson New Mexico 
ltillotson@nmpsfa.org 
 
Tony Russo, California 
trusso@aolp.org 
 
Jackie Gonzalez, Vendor Rep 
Lennox 
jackie.gonzalez@lennoxind.com 
 
 

Ed DePew, Tennessee 
depewe@btcs.org 
 
Matt Ladd, Kentucky 
matt.ladd@trigg.kyschools.us 
 
Douglas Henley, Connecticut 
dhenley@crec.org 
 
Keith Watkins, New York 
kwatkins@phoenixcsd.org 
 
Dusty Duncan, Arkansas 
dduncan@msd3.org 
 
Josh Peach, SchoolDude 
josh@schooldude.com 
 

OFFICERS BOARD MEMBERS 
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