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NIST CONSTRUCTION COMMUNITY PROJECT FUNDING—Continued 

Recipient Project Amount 

Harris County .................................. Institute of Forensic Sciences Design and Renovation ......................... 12,164,000 
Institute for Sustainable Bio-

technology at the Inter-Amer-
ican University of Puerto Rico.

Center for Food Security and Sustainable Agriculture .......................... 942,000 

Mount St. Mary’s University ........... Mount St. Mary’s Expanding STEM Access, Innovation and Workforce 
Development in Rural Maryland.

4,000,000 

Ohio University ............................... Russ Research Center Digital Design Studio Development .................. 1,500,000 
St. Mary’s University ...................... Construction and Equipment for the Innovation Center at St. Mary’s 

University.
5,561,000 

Tennessee State University ............ Tennessee State University Harned Hall Biological Sciences Research 
Building Renovation.

3,000,000 

The Ohio State University ............... Battery Innovation Laboratory and Education Center ........................... $4,500,000 
The University of Scranton ............. Workforce Development, Applied Research and Outreach Center in 

Health, Science and Cybersecurity.
16,623,000 

The University of Toledo ................. Health Sciences Bioresearch Lab .......................................................... 6,900,000 
University of Colorado Boulder ....... University of Colorado Boulder JILA ....................................................... 2,000,000 
University of Missouri—Columbia Next Generation University of Missouri Research Reactor .................... 20,000,000 
University of Puerto Rico, Maya-

guez Campus.
Aerospace Research Institute ................................................................ 7,500,000 

Utica University .............................. Utica University Crime Lab .................................................................... 717,000 
Wright State University .................. The Wright State University Power House Research Center .................. 2,000,000 

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION 

The Committee recommends a total of $6,785,881,000 in discre-
tionary funds for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA), which is $908,532,000 above fiscal year 2022. 

The Committee’s program and project recommendations for 
NOAA are included in the consolidated funding tables below and 
in narrative direction throughout this report. The Committee re-
minds NOAA that any deviations from the amounts included in the 
tables below are subject to section 505 requirements of this Act. 
When executing its budget for fiscal year 2023, NOAA shall incor-
porate the funding levels established in both the table and the nar-
rative direction. 

OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The Committee recommends a total program level of 
$4,974,603,000 under Operations, Research, and Facilities (ORF) 
for the coastal, fisheries, marine, weather, satellite, and other pro-
grams of NOAA. This total funding consists of $4,608,232,000 in di-
rect appropriations, a transfer of $348,871,000 from balances in the 
‘‘Promote and Develop Fishery Products and Research Pertaining 
to American Fisheries’’ account and $17,500,000 derived from re-
coveries of prior year obligations. The direct appropriation of 
$4,608,232,000 is $450,921,000 above fiscal year 2022. The bill in-
cludes a transfer of $2,000,000 from NOAA ORF to the Marine 
Mammal Unusual Mortality Event (UME) Fund to support the ma-
rine mammal stranding network to investigate and respond to 
UMEs. 

Climate Ready Nation.—The Committee recognizes NOAA’s role 
as the lead Federal agency providing climate services and supports 
the expansion of NOAA’s efforts to provide climate services, infor-
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mation, and outreach as part of its Climate Ready Nation initia-
tive. 

In support of this initiative and NOAA’s role in implementing 
Executive Order 14008, ‘‘Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and 
Abroad,’’ as described in the Joint Explanatory Statement that ac-
companied the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2022, Public Law 
117–103, under the heading ‘‘Climate Change Adaptation and Re-
silient Infrastructure,’’ the Committee provides an increase of 
$30,280,000 above the fiscal year 2022 enacted level. This total in-
cludes: (1) $9,000,000 for Climate Change Projections out to 2050 
to Inform Risk Management; (2) $3,300,000 for NOAA Open Data 
Dissemination, formerly known as the NOAA Big Data Project; (3) 
$2,500,000 for the NOAA Cloud Program; (4) $4,000,000 for Marine 
Ecosystem Responses to Climate Change; (5) $7,000,000 for Cli-
mate-Ready Fisheries; and (6) $3,280,000 for the National Ocean 
Service for Data Development and Products and Services for Coast-
al Resilience, Coastal Hazards, and Climate Adaptation. 

The Committee supports the designation of a Senior Climate Ad-
visor for NOAA and directs NOAA to provide funding for this posi-
tion in fiscal year 2023 from Mission Support Executive Leader-
ship. The recommendation provides an increase of $1,000,000 above 
fiscal year 2022 within this PPA to support this position as part 
of the funding identified above for the Climate Ready Nation initia-
tive, as well as to coordinate and integrate climate services delivery 
across the breadth of NOAA. Each line office has an important role 
to play in meeting the dramatically increasing demands of the Na-
tion for these services. It is critical that regular communication and 
coordination occurs across NOAA to ensure that climate research, 
climate service product development, and climate service delivery 
are aligned with the ultimate goal of meeting stakeholders’ de-
mands. 

The Committee also repeats direction from fiscal year 2022 that 
NOAA shall, as part of this larger effort to expand the provision 
of climate information and services, identify and support the utili-
zation by NIST of an authoritative set of climate information that 
emphasizes forward-looking climate data and projections to be uti-
lized by NIST in their standard-setting process. These data shall 
include projections of both chronic climate impacts, such as sea 
level rise, and extreme weather events, such as hurricanes and 
droughts. This effort shall include building internal capacity to aid 
both Federal and non-Federal bodies to develop standards, building 
codes, and voluntary standards that take into account increasingly 
extreme weather events and other climate change challenges. In co-
ordination with NIST, NOAA shall provide the Committee, not 
later than 180 days after the enactment of this Act, a written as-
sessment of priority Federal agency needs for these data, including 
infrastructure planning decision support tools. 

Oyster Aquaculture, Research, and Restoration.—The Committee 
provides no less than $10,000,000 to support ongoing research on 
shellfish genetics to improve shellfish survival and growth rates 
and to classify and preserve natural genetic variation. As part of 
this work, NOAA is encouraged to support regional partnerships 
with research institutions on the Gulf of Mexico, East, and West 
Coasts. 
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Nature-based Flood Mitigation Measures.—The Committee recog-
nizes that environment-based mitigation measures such as the cre-
ation of wetlands, conservation easements, and natural flood plains 
to slow the flow rate of rivers, creeks, and streams, are innovative 
tools to mitigate the severity of future floods in the Great Lakes 
region. In addition to flood protection, such mitigation and climate 
resiliency measures offer both aesthetic and recreational value and 
provide a variety of environmental and conservation benefits in-
cluding erosion control, species habitat, and improved air and 
water quality. The Committee urges NOAA to participate and co-
ordinate as an essential Federal stakeholder with the Departments 
of Agriculture and Interior, Environmental Protection Agency, Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, and U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers, as well as State, local, and Tribal governments, and busi-
ness and non-profit stakeholders, on developing and supporting 
conservation and nature-based flood mitigation measures to reduce 
the impact of floods on communities, lives, and livelihoods in the 
Great Lakes region. 

Fire Weather.—The Committee is concerned with the increasing 
number and severity of wildfires, especially in the Western United 
States, and notes the important role NOAA plays in providing ad-
vanced notice of wildfire risks and active wildfire-weather coupled 
forecasts. The recommendation therefore provides an increase of 
$15,000,000 to fully support fire weather initiatives across NOAA, 
as requested in fiscal year 2022. The Committee encourages NOAA 
to utilize its satellite and artificial intelligence assets in these ef-
forts and to continue working with interested Federal, State, Trib-
al, and local partners and land managers to improve information 
dissemination related to wildfire events. Further, the Committee 
encourages NOAA to prioritize this work in the allocation of the 
additional high performance computing capacity. 

National Ocean Service.—The recommendation provides 
$689,193,000 for National Ocean Service (NOS) Operations, Re-
search, and Facilities, an increase of $51,493,000 above the fiscal 
year 2022 level. 

NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE 
OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES 

(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

Navigation, Observations and Positioning 
Navigation, Observations and Positioning .................................................................................................. $176,702 
Hydrographic Survey Priorities/Contracts .................................................................................................... 32,000 
IOOS Regional Observations ........................................................................................................................ 44,000 

Navigation, Observations and Positioning ........................................................................................................... 252,702 

Coastal Science and Assessment 
Coastal Science, Assessment, Response and Restoration ......................................................................... 102,791 
Competitive Research .................................................................................................................................. 25,500 

Coastal Science and Assessment ........................................................................................................................ 128,291 

Ocean and Coastal Management and Services 
Coastal Zone Management and Services ................................................................................................... 52,000 
Coastal Zone Management Grants ............................................................................................................. 89,000 
National Oceans and Coastal Security Fund .............................................................................................. 34,000 
Coral Reef Program ..................................................................................................................................... 34,000 
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NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE—Continued 
OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES 

(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

National Estuarine Research Reserve System ............................................................................................ 31,200 
Sanctuaries and Marine Protected Areas ................................................................................................... 68,000 

Ocean and Coastal Management and Services ................................................................................................... 308,200 

Total, National Ocean Service, Operations, Research, and Facilities ........................................................ $689,193 

Seafloor Mapping.—The Committee provides $176,702,000 for 
Navigation, Observations, and Positioning, $7,702,000 above the 
level provided in fiscal year 2022. Within the increase, the Com-
mittee encourages NOS to partner with States to provide acces-
sible, high resolution integrated ocean and coastal mapping of U.S. 
near shore waters to support navigation, infrastructure, habitat 
mapping, restoration projects, resource management, emergency re-
sponse, coastal resiliency, and hazard studies. The Committee fur-
ther encourages NOAA to partner with relevant cooperative insti-
tutes in this effort. 

Geospatial Modeling Grants.—The Committee provides no less 
than $6,000,000 for the competitive Geospatial Modeling Grants 
program. 

National Water Level Observation Network (NWLON).—The rec-
ommendation includes an additional $2,000,000 above the fiscal 
year 2022 enacted level to support NWLON and to address any 
maintenance backlog. 

Integrated Ocean Observing System.—The Committee continues 
to support the Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) and pro-
vides $44,000,000, an increase of $3,000,000 over the fiscal year 
2022 enacted level. The Committee supports IOOS’ effort to expand 
its use of underwater gliders and encourages NOAA to fill critical 
gaps in the current surface mapping system and to ensure stream-
lined access to data for weather forecasting, detection of ecological 
phenomena and safe maritime operations. 

Harmful Algal Blooms.—The Committee remains highly con-
cerned about the increasing prevalence of HABs in every U.S. State 
and Territory and the corresponding impacts on human health, 
drinking water, fisheries, and the broader economy. The rec-
ommendation includes not less than $4,500,000 to support and ex-
pand the ongoing work at IOOS to enhance the Nation’s capacity 
for monitoring and detection of HABs by leveraging the expertise 
of the IOOS regional associations—including through expanding 
the deployment of in situ observing assets as part of the National 
Harmful Algal Bloom Observing Network (HABON)—in order to 
improve HABs warning and forecast accuracy. IOOS is directed to 
coordinate with the National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science 
(NCCOS) on the implementation of these funds. 

The Committee also provides no less than $15,000,000 for HABs 
research. The Committee encourages this research to include an 
evaluation of the impacts of HAB-causing nutrients, particularly 
nitrogen and phosphorus, as they enter coastal areas from tribu-
taries. Further research should prioritize development of methods 
of prevention, mitigation, and control to reduce the frequency, se-
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verity, and impacts of HAB events in freshwater and saltwater sys-
tems and provide special attention to research in areas most eco-
nomically and environmentally impacted by HABs, including the 
possible contamination of drinking water. The Committee encour-
ages NOAA to work to ensure that new technology and mitigation 
efforts have minimal environmental impacts. Within funding pro-
vided for HABs across NOAA, no less than $1,000,000 may be used 
to expand both existing and new program support for States to as-
sess domoic acid levels of HAB species in the marine environment. 
For all HABs-related work, NOAA shall coordinate with the Inter-
agency Working Group on Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Re-
search and Control Act. 

Red Tide.—The Committee is increasingly concerned about red 
tide events and their impact on ecosystems, marine life, human 
health, and the economy of coastal areas. The recommendation, 
therefore, includes an increase of $3,000,000 above the fiscal year 
2022 enacted level to deepen the understanding of the formation of 
red tides, to improve the forecasting and monitoring of them, and 
to further the development of control technologies to mitigate their 
impacts. 

Blue Carbon.—The Committee notes the importance of the coast-
al zone as a potential carbon sink and the increased public interest 
in blue carbon. The Committee encourages NOAA, within the in-
crease provided to NCCOS, to collaborate with other interested 
Federal agencies and other non-Federal stakeholders as part of 
their ongoing coastal work in this field, including the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey, as well as the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. 
These collaborations should capitalize on shared resources and skill 
sets that can expand the Nation’s knowledge of coastal blue carbon. 

Marine Debris.—The recommendation provides an increase of 
$1,000,000 above the fiscal year 2022 enacted level for Marine De-
bris. Within available funds, the Committee directs NOAA to create 
a regional pilot program to coordinate with Federal, state, or Tribal 
partners on efforts to inventory and remove derelict vessels and 
fishing gear, with a goal of developing a cost-effective national 
strategy for mitigating these sources of marine debris. 

Sea Level Rise and Coastal Resilience.—The Committee com-
mends NOAA for the recent release of the 2022 Sea Level Rise 
Technical Report, which provides a high level of certainty about the 
amount of sea level rise to expect in the near and medium terms. 
To further the Nation’s understanding of sea level rise, NOAA shall 
lead an interagency report on approaches to establish regional 
coastal flood metrics (depth and frequency) that are tied to specific 
impacts in each region that will most dramatically disrupt modern 
life in coastal communities. For this work, and for Data Develop-
ment and Products and Services for Coastal Resilience, Coastal 
Hazards, and Climate Adaptation, the recommendation includes an 
increase of no less than $3,280,000 above the fiscal year 2022 en-
acted level. 

Coastal Zone Management Grants.—The recommendation in-
cludes $89,000,000 for Coastal Zone Management Grants, an in-
crease of $10,000,000 above the fiscal year 2022 enacted level. The 
Committee notes that States are facing increased costs associated 
with the implementation of funding provided for coastal projects 
through the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), Public 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:04 Jun 23, 2022 Jkt 046963 PO 00000 Frm 00032 Fmt 6659 Sfmt 6602 E:\HR\OC\B963.XXX B963S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
E

A
R

IN
G



33 

Law 117–58. The increase provided for this program is intended to 
address this need. The grants are vital to the local-state-Federal in-
vestment needed to address the coastal hazards that threaten com-
munities and coastal dependent economies. 

Coastal Zone Management.—The Committee provides 
$52,000,000 for Coastal Zone Management and Services, including 
no less than $4,000,000 for implementation of the Digital Coast 
Act, Public Law 116–234. Within this Program, Project, or Activity 
(PPA), the recommendation also includes no less than $2,500,000 
for Regional Ocean Data Portals that continue to be supported 
through IIJA. 

National Oceans and Coastal Security Fund.—The Committee 
provides $34,000,000 for the National Oceans and Coastal Security 
Fund, including for project planning and design, such as watershed 
scale planning and technical assistance to identify where and what 
specific coastal resilience projects will provide the greatest benefit 
in preparation for expected climate impacts, such as sea level rise. 
The Committee encourages support for projects that strengthen 
natural infrastructure of communities in which coastal flooding 
poses the greatest risk to public safety. 

Coral Reefs.—The Committee continues to be greatly concerned 
by the deterioration of the Nation’s coral reefs, which are suffering 
from record levels of bleaching and disease. The recommendation 
therefore includes $34,000,000 for the Coral Reef Program, as well 
as an additional $5,241,000 for coral reef related NOAA Commu-
nity Project Funding. Within the increases provided for the Coral 
Reef Program and Competitive Research, NOAA shall expand its 
collaborative work with external academic partners that conduct 
scientific research for the conservation of corals and coral reef eco-
systems, including those that are experiencing an increasing preva-
lence of disease outbreaks. The Committee recognizes that science 
sponsored through such collaboration is imperative for manage-
ment of these coral reefs for ecosystem resilience and for the effec-
tive implementation of the National Coral Reef Action Strategy, es-
pecially with regard to the identification of local action strategies 
for addressing key threats in each of the jurisdictions that have 
coral reefs within its boundaries. Collaborative research focused on 
coral disease and degradation is required to address current de-
clines in reef health and productivity in U.S waters in the Pacific, 
Atlantic, and Caribbean. Examples of this work include identifying 
the pathogens causing the disease, conducting appropriate disease 
interventions and remediations, researching resilient coral species 
and disease-resistant genetic strains of corals, and supporting res-
toration of appropriate and diverse coral species. Further, the Com-
mittee directs NOAA to explore the establishment of a NOAA coop-
erative institute for Coral Reef Ecosystem Science. 

National Estuarine Research Reserve System (NERRS).—The 
Committee applauds the recent expansion of the NERRS network 
and provides an increase of $1,500,000 over the fiscal year 2022 en-
acted level for the program. The Committee supports this impor-
tant partnership between NOAA and the coastal States and Terri-
tories that protects and studies estuarine systems and encourages 
the continued expansion of the network. 

Sanctuaries and Marine Protected Areas.—The Committee pro-
vides $68,000,000 for Sanctuaries and Marine Protected Areas, 
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which is $7,000,000 above the fiscal year 2022 enacted level. The 
Committee continues to support the Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries and the expansion of the network of protected marine 
and Great Lakes areas. The Committee notes that a number of 
sites have languished in the inventory of successful nominations 
without progressing to final designation as new National Marine 
Sanctuaries. Therefore, within these additional funds, NOAA shall 
prioritize the final designation of such sites. The Committee also 
notes the unique maritime history and ecological importance of the 
Great Lakes and supports efforts to identify and preserve the most 
notable of these elements. Further, the Committee directs NOAA 
to prioritize conservation, education, mapping, and research efforts 
across the agency in the National Marine Sanctuary system. 

Marine National Monuments.—Within funding provided for Na-
tional Marine Sanctuaries, up to $1,500,000 may be used for com-
petitive research and management grants for existing marine na-
tional monuments administered by NOS, provided such grants are 
subject to a 100 percent non-Federal match. 

National Marine Fisheries Service.—The Committee recommends 
$1,099,964,000 for National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Op-
erations, Research, and Facilities, which is $84,009,000 above the 
fiscal year 2022 enacted level. NMFS shall continue to provide 
quarterly updates to the Committee consistent with direction in fis-
cal year 2022. 

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES 

(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

Protected Resources Science and Management 
Marine Mammals, Sea Turtles, and Other Species .................................................................................... $164,136 
Species Recovery Grants ............................................................................................................................. 8,000 
Atlantic Salmon ........................................................................................................................................... 7,000 
Pacific Salmon ............................................................................................................................................ 73,000 

Protected Resources Science and Management .................................................................................................. 252,136 

Fisheries Science and Management 
Fisheries and Ecosystem Science Programs and Services ......................................................................... 169,000 
Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys, and Assessments .............................................................................. 213,768 
Observers and Training ............................................................................................................................... 55,135 
Fisheries Management Programs and Services .......................................................................................... 141,369 
Aquaculture ................................................................................................................................................. 18,179 
Salmon Management Activities ................................................................................................................... 65,000 
Regional Councils Fisheries Commissions .................................................................................................. 44,500 
Interjurisdictional Fisheries Grants ............................................................................................................. 3,377 

Fisheries Science and Management .................................................................................................................... 710,328 

Enforcement .......................................................................................................................................................... 80,000 

Habitat Conservation and Restoration ................................................................................................................. 57,500 

Total, National Marine Fisheries Service, operations, Research, Facilities ................................................ $1,099,964 

Offshore Wind.—The Committee applauds the President’s initia-
tive to support the growth of offshore wind energy as part of the 
broader goal of reducing carbon emissions. As such, the rec-
ommendation includes an increase of no less than $39,149,000 
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above the fiscal year 2022 enacted level for NOAA’s initiatives in 
support of wind energy, fully funding the requested increases. 

Transition to Climate-Ready Fishery Management.—The Com-
mittee recognizes the serious impacts of climate change on fisheries 
and protected species, and the corresponding need for increased re-
sources to prepare for climate-ready management of living marine 
resources. Sustainable fisheries management and protected species 
conservation made more challenging by climate change driven im-
pacts, including changes to the distribution, productivity, and 
abundance of fish stocks, protected species, and the habitats on 
which they depend. The Committee supports NMFS’ proposals to 
address these new requirements and provides an increase of 
$7,000,000 above the fiscal year 2022 enacted level, including no 
less than $5,000,000 from Fisheries and Ecosystem Science Pro-
grams and Services, to support this work to prioritize activities 
that will make fisheries and fishing-dependent communities more 
adaptable to climate change. NMFS is also directed to increase the 
scope and pace of efforts and consider new initiatives that will 
maintain sustainability and yield greater stability in Federal fish-
ery and protected species management as the oceans change. 

Protected Resources Science and Management.—The rec-
ommendation includes $250,136,000 for Protected Resources 
Science and Management, an increase of $21,886,000 above the fis-
cal year 2022 enacted level. Within this amount, the Committee 
provides no less than $4,900,000 for the John H. Prescott Marine 
Mammal Rescue Assistance grant program. 

Endangered Species Act (ESA) Consultations and Marine Mam-
mal Protection Act (MMPA) Permitting.—The Committee provides 
no less than $6,500,000 across NMFS to continue to prioritize re-
ducing the backlog of ESA and MMPA permit applications. 

In-Water Construction Permitting.—The Committee is dis-
appointed by the continuing delays in the permitting of in-water 
construction, particularly in the Pacific Northwest. The Committee 
therefore directs NOAA and NMFS, in collaboration with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, to provide timely services to, and 
proactive communication with, applicants for permits for in-water 
construction, and to increase outreach to other relevant stake-
holders. NOAA shall continue to provide the Committee with 
monthly updates on its efforts to clear the permitting backlog. 

North Atlantic Right Whales (NARW).—Within Marine Mam-
mals, Sea Turtles, and Other Species, the Committee provides no 
less than $29,400,000 for NARW. Within this funding, $14,000,000 
shall be provided to States through the Atlantic States Marine 
Fisheries Commission to cover costs incurred by the fishing indus-
try to comply with the final 2021 rule to modify the Atlantic Large 
Whale Take Reduction Plan (ALWTRP) (FR–210827–0171). This 
assistance may also be used by the relevant States to help defray 
the cost of compliance with new regulations, including for gear 
modification, configuration, and marking within the Northeast lob-
ster and Jonah crab fisheries, both in Federal and State waters. 
Additional eligible uses of the funds may include implementing 
electronic tracking requirements within the Northeast lobster fish-
ery and research to inform future management actions, including 
in preparation for potential subsequent modifications to the 
ALWTRP. 
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Further, in fiscal year 2023, NOAA shall continue the pilot pro-
grams for innovative lobster and other fishing gear, as well as to 
work with Canada to develop risk reduction measures that are 
comparable in effectiveness for both vessels and fisheries, and to 
incorporate Canadian fishery measures, Canadian vessel restric-
tions, and U.S. vessel restrictions into the evaluations under the 
Conservation Framework, as soon as possible. NOAA is also en-
couraged to improve regional management efforts by including per-
tinent States and interstate bodies in bilateral engagements with 
Canadian officials regarding coordinated efforts to enhance NARW 
recovery. 

NOAA shall also support monitoring efforts, including aerial sur-
veys, vessel surveys, and passive acoustic monitoring in the waters 
of the Atlantic Ocean that are equivalent to or greater than the ef-
forts supported by the fiscal year 2022 enacted level, particularly 
in the Gulf of Maine and other areas where there are data gaps 
on NARW habitat or increased risk from human activities, includ-
ing vessel traffic. 

Southern Resident Killer Whales (SRKW).—The Committee pro-
vides an increase of not less than $1,000,000 above the fiscal year 
2022 enacted level for the SRKW program for research and moni-
toring to improve the recovery of the species. The Committee fur-
ther encourages NMFS to support existing partnerships between 
Federal and State agencies, Native American tribes, public ports, 
and nonprofits to monitor and reduce noise impacts on this endan-
gered species. 

Rice’s Whale.—Within Marine Mammals, Sea Turtles, and Other 
Species, the Committee provides not less than $1,000,000 for imple-
mentation of the recovery outline and development and implemen-
tation of the recovery plan for Rice’s whale. The Committee recog-
nizes the need to move expeditiously on recovery of the Rice’s 
whale given the low population abundance of the species. 

Foreign Fisheries.—The Committee provides $1,150,000 to NMFS 
to ensure sufficient implementation of the Fish and Fish Product 
Import Provisions Section 101(a)(2) of the Marine Mammal Protec-
tion Act. NMFS shall use these funds to analyze the data provided 
by nations and to provide technical assistance to nations to comply 
with these provisions. NMFS shall prioritize the use of any funds 
for technical assistance to those fisheries interacting with endan-
gered species. 

Atlantic Salmon.—The Committee recognizes the importance of 
diadromous species projects and directs NOAA to collaborate with 
State partners to develop priorities for recovery work for Atlantic 
salmon and provides $7,000,000 for these purposes. 

Pacific Salmon.—The Committee provides $73,000,000 for Pacific 
Salmon, $6,000,000 above the fiscal year 2022 enacted level. The 
recommendation provides no less than $6,500,000, an increase of 
$1,500,000, within Pacific Salmon to implement NMFS’ Hatchery 
and Genetic Management Plans (HGMPs) and to continue to ad-
dress the backlog of HGMPs as directed in previous fiscal years. 

The Committee directs NOAA to examine opportunities to lever-
age the existing civilian conservation corps model to develop a dedi-
cated workforce to accomplish priority salmon habitat improvement 
projects and other priority near-shore restoration goals that have 
been identified as part of the recovery strategy for one or more of 
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the twenty-eight populations of salmon and steelhead currently 
listed as threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species 
Act. 

Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys, and Assessments.—The Com-
mittee provides $213,768,000 for Fisheries Data Collections, Sur-
veys, and Assessments, $26,268,000 above the fiscal year 2022 en-
acted level. The recommendation includes an increase of $5,000,000 
above the fiscal year 2022 enacted level for additional surveys and 
assessments, including to support the Climate-Ready Fisheries ini-
tiative. The Committee encourages NMFS to consider increasing 
evaluations on species that are listed by the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature as vulnerable, endangered, critically en-
dangered, or are listed under the Endangered Species Act; as well 
as those that have outdated stock assessments or no stock assess-
ments at all; if they lack annual catch limits; or if rebuilding 
progress has not been evaluated. 

Fishery Information Networks.—Within funding provided for 
Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys, and Assessments, the Com-
mittee provides no less than $24,000,000 for the Fishery Informa-
tion Networks. 

Data Collection for Recreational Fisheries.—The agreement pro-
vides up to $3,500,000 to support collaborative programs focused on 
improving recreational fishery data collection, as articulated in sec-
tions 102, 201, and 202 of the Modernizing Recreational Fisheries 
Management Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–405). This funding 
should focus on assisting States to establish, test, and implement 
more reliable recreational fishery data collection tools, such as 
smartphone applications or text messaging supplements. 

South Atlantic Reef Fish.—The committee provides $500,000 to 
provide baseline and enhanced fisheries independent monitoring of 
South Atlantic reef fish stocks conducted through the Southeast 
Monitoring and Assessment Program (SEAMAP) and deep water 
snapper grouper surveys. Such monitoring should occur throughout 
the South Atlantic region to ensure survey coverage. 

State Management for Recreational Red Snapper.—Within the 
amount provided for Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys, and As-
sessments, the Committee provides $5,000,000 for NMFS to con-
tinue to work with the Gulf States to ensure successful implemen-
tation of State management for recreational red snapper. These ef-
forts shall be a top priority for NOAA and shall be done in coordi-
nation with the Gulf States. In addition, the Committee supports 
full integration of the Great Red Snapper Count data and Gulf 
States catch data into the SEDAR 74 red snapper research track 
stock assessment to be completed in 2023 and in the operational 
assessment that will follow in 2024, so that the Gulf of Mexico 
Fishery Management Council can appropriately use this new abun-
dance and more targeted catch data when making management de-
cisions regarding red snapper. 

For-Hire Electronic Monitoring and Reporting Implementation.— 
The Committee provides no less than $4,000,000 to support the 
continued, timely implementation of electronic logbooks for the fed-
erally permitted charter-for-hire sector in the Gulf of Mexico and 
South Atlantic. 

Video Review of Electronic Monitoring Data.—Within funding 
provided for Fisheries Management Programs and Services, the 
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recommendation provides no less than $600,000 for the video re-
view of the West Coast Groundfish electronic monitoring data. 

Highly Migratory Species (HMS).—The Committee urges contin-
ued collaboration between Sea Grant and NMFS HMS Research 
Initiative for Atlantic, Pacific, and Gulf of Mexico HMS. The Com-
mittee provides $1,000,000 above the fiscal year 2022 enacted level 
for research grants to improve science-based management of do-
mestic and international HMS in the Pacific regions. 

Carbon Sequestration Through Aquaculture.—The Committee 
recognizes advances in aquaculture such as deep-water kelp se-
questration and oyster farming play an important role in miti-
gating the impacts of a changing climate. Like land forests, kelp 
forests act as powerful carbon banks, removing up to twenty times 
more carbon per acre than land forests. The Committee encourages 
NOAA and the Office of Aquaculture to support sustainable carbon 
sequestration demonstration projects in deep ocean water. 

Salmon Management Activities.—The Committee provides an in-
crease of $2,000,000 above the fiscal year 2022 enacted amount for 
Salmon Management Activities. This level includes no less than 
$39,500,000 for the Pacific Salmon Treaty activities and no less 
than $25,000,000 for Mitchell Act Hatcheries. 

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing.—The Com-
mittee is troubled by the increasing accounts of IUU fishing—not 
only in the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone, but around the world— 
which is a threat to the health of the oceans, undermines honest 
businesses and fishers who play by the rules, and enables human 
trafficking, forced labor, and other criminal activity. The Com-
mittee recommendation includes an increase of up to $1,000,000 
above the fiscal year 2022 enacted level in Enforcement to address 
IUU fishing, among other priorities. 

The Committee is aware of innovative commercial space-based 
radio frequency (RF) detection technologies that can be used to 
track maritime vessels even when those vessels turn off their Auto-
matic Identification System, which is a common practice among for-
eign fleets engaged in IUU fishing. Identifying when and where 
IUU fishing may be occurring is critical to the NMFS’ enforcement 
mission. Within the increase for IUU fishing, the Committee en-
courages NOAA to continue to test and evaluate the effectiveness 
of U.S. commercial space-based RF data collection capabilities to 
track foreign vessels engaged in IUU fishing activities in the U.S. 
exclusive economic zone and other remote maritime regions of eco-
nomic, environmental, and national security significance. 

Western Pacific Sustainable Fisheries Fund.—The Committee di-
rects NOAA to report to the Committee, no later than 90 days after 
the enactment of this Act, on the Western Pacific Regional Fishery 
Management Council’s (WPRFMC) actions to address the Depart-
ment of Commerce’s Inspector General’s findings in Audit Report 
OIG–22–004–A, ‘‘WPRFMC’s Governance of Western Pacific Sus-
tainable Fisheries Fund Awards Was Inadequate.’’ 

Seafood Import Monitoring Program.—The recommendation in-
cludes $6,200,000 for the Seafood Import Monitoring Program 
(SIMP), an increase of $1,000,000 above the fiscal year 2022 en-
acted level. Within the increase, NOAA is encouraged to pursue the 
most efficient, effective, and sustainable mechanisms to determine 
a chain of custody for fish or fish products, and to improve systems 
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used to identify and bar fish or fish products sourced using convict, 
child, forced, or indentured labor. NOAA is encouraged to consult 
with the Department of Homeland Security, the Department of 
Labor, and other relevant agencies to develop a strategic plan to 
develop, mature, and adopt artificial intelligence and machine 
learning technologies to detect imports of fish and fish products at 
risk of being associated with IUU fishing. 

Horseshoe Crabs.—Adequate data is required to ensure States 
and interstate managers can effectively manage the Horseshoe 
Crab population, which is important to the biomedical and commer-
cial fishing industries, as well as to the ecology of the Mid-Atlantic 
region. The Committee directs NMFS to continue the Horseshoe 
Crab survey to generate the data necessary to ensure that the 
Horseshoe Crab stock remains on a sustainable path. 

Seafood Inspection Program.—The Committee does not support 
the increase requested for the Seafood Inspection Program out of 
NMFS ORF. The Committee further reminds NOAA of the direc-
tion provided in the Joint Explanatory Statement that accompanied 
Public Law 117–103 that stated that this program shall not rely on 
appropriated funds. Rather, NOAA should fund these activities 
from other available balances for seafood promotion. 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Research.—The Committee rec-
ommends $699,132,000 for Oceanic and Atmospheric Research 
(OAR) Operations, Research, and Facilities, which represents an 
increase of $99,684,000 over fiscal year 2022. 

OFFICE OF OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC RESEARCH 
OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES 

(In thousand of dollars) 

Program Amount 

Climate Research 
Climate Laboratories and Cooperative Institutes ....................................................................................... $104,000 
Regional Climate Data and Information ..................................................................................................... 48,000 
Climate Competitive Research .................................................................................................................... 102,216 

Climate Research ................................................................................................................................................. 254,216 

Weather and Air Chemistry Research 
Weather Laboratories and Cooperative Institutes ....................................................................................... 91,500 
U.S. Weather Research Program ................................................................................................................. 36,000 
Tornado Severe Storm Research/Phased Array Radar ................................................................................ 20,916 
Joint Technology Transfers Initiative ........................................................................................................... 14,500 

Weather and Air Chemistry Research .................................................................................................................. 162,916 

Ocean, Coastal, and Great Lakes Research 
Ocean Laboratories Cooperative Institutes ................................................................................................. 42,000 
National Sea Grant College Program .......................................................................................................... 82,000 
Sea Grant Aquaculture Research ................................................................................................................ 14,500 
Ocean Exploration and Research ................................................................................................................ 47,500 
Integrated Ocean Acidification .................................................................................................................... 19,000 
Sustained Ocean Observations and Monitoring .......................................................................................... 52,500 
National Oceanographic Partnership Program ............................................................................................ 2,500 

Ocean, Coastal, and Great Lakes Research ........................................................................................................ 260,000 

Innovative Research and Technology 
High Performance Computing Initiatives .................................................................................................... 20,000 
Uncrewed Systems ....................................................................................................................................... 2,000 
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OFFICE OF OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC RESEARCH—Continued 
OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES 

(In thousand of dollars) 

Program Amount 

Innovative Research and Technology ................................................................................................................... 22,000 

Total, Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research, Operations, Research, and Facilities ..................... $699,132 

Climate Research.—The Committee continues to be alarmed by 
the impacts of the changing climate and notes the critical impor-
tance of NOAA’s climate change science and research to inform de-
cisions about how best to prepare for and adapt to these changes. 
The Committee, therefore, provides $254,216,000 for Climate Re-
search, an increase of $54,216,000 above the fiscal year 2022 en-
acted level. 

Water in the West Initiative.—The Committee continues to sup-
port the Water in the West Initiative, first adopted by Public Law 
117–103 and described in the accompanying Joint Explanatory 
Statement under the heading, ‘‘Changing Hydroclimatology of the 
Western United States,’’ to study, in coordination with other Fed-
eral agencies, as appropriate, the future of water in the Western 
U.S. The recommendation includes $23,000,000 to expand this 
work, including $2,500,000 for related improved water prediction at 
the National Weather Service and $2,500,000 for the National Cen-
ters for Environmental Information for data stewardship and other 
related activities. 

Additionally, within the increase provided to Research Supercom-
puting, the Water in the West Initiative shall be prioritized for the 
allocation of compute resources. These efforts should be integrated 
as much as is feasible with other efforts at NOAA regarding Sub- 
Seasonal to Seasonal weather predictions as they relate to water. 

Atmospheric Baseline Observatories.—The Committee supports 
the work of the Global Monitoring Laboratory and its Atmospheric 
Baseline Observatories, which have provided measurements of the 
level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere for over 60 years that are 
the basis of the world-renowned Keeling Curve and whose data is 
used by more than 500 external partners and stakeholders. The 
Committee provides not less than $6,000,000 from Facilities Main-
tenance and Capital Improvements to modernize these observ-
atories’ aging infrastructure to ensure measurement integrity and 
safety of the observatory facilities. 

Earth’s Radiation Budget.—The Committee provides $11,000,000 
for continued modeling, scientific studies, grant programs, and, as 
possible, observations and monitoring of stratospheric conditions 
and the Earth’s radiation budget, including the impact of the intro-
duction of material into the stratosphere from changes in natural 
systems, increased air and space traffic, and the assessment of 
solar climate interventions. OAR is also directed, in coordination 
with NASA and the Department of Energy, as appropriate, to con-
tinue to improve the understanding of the impact of atmospheric 
aerosols on radiative forcing, as well as on the formation of clouds, 
precipitation, and extreme weather. 

The Committee notes that an expansion of efforts will be re-
quired in the progression of this work as NOAA supports the pre-
viously directed five-year plan and accompanying scientific assess-
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ment led by the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) on 
solar and other climate interventions in the context of near-term 
climate risks and hazards. Furthermore, NOAA is directed to con-
tinue to support OSTP, in coordination with other agencies, as rel-
evant, in an interagency effort to coordinate research in climate 
intervention. 

Aircraft-Based Greenhouse Gas Observations.—The Committee 
provides no less than $5,000,000 for a pilot program, in cooperation 
with other Federal agencies, as relevant, and leveraging NWS’ Air-
craft-Based Observation Program, as appropriate, of instrumenta-
tion for observing greenhouse gases and other atmospheric factors 
deployed on commercial aircraft and to support the evaluation of 
a sustained observing network using such platforms. 

Climate Adaptation Partnerships (CAPs).—As part of the NOAA- 
wide effort to increase climate services, the Committee supports 
the proposed expansion of CAPs, formerly known as the Regional 
Integrated Sciences and Assessments (RISAs), and provides 
$16,800,000 for the program, an increase of $2,500,000 above the 
fiscal year 2022 enacted level, to help communities plan for and 
build lasting and equitable climate resilience. 

Subseasonal to Seasonal (S2S) Research.—The Committee sup-
ports S2S Research and provides no less than $8,500,000 for this 
work in OAR. The recommendation also includes no less than 
$2,000,000 for the Precipitation Prediction Grand Challenge. 

Collaboration Across Laboratories and Cooperative Institutes.— 
The Committee notes the inherent connection between climate, 
weather, and oceans, and expects all of OAR’s research laboratories 
and cooperative institutes to work collaboratively—despite funding 
being provided across separate budget lines. For example, the full 
integration of the best models of ocean dynamics into the broader 
climate and weather models is critical for the advancement of cli-
mate and weather science and research. Hence, it is important that 
budget categories do not prevent all OAR research laboratories and 
cooperative institutes from participating in climate research, as ap-
propriate. The Committee encourages OAR to consider adopting a 
broader, matrixed approach to certain research activities so as to 
incorporate the best science, knowledge, and talent from across the 
agency that will ensure the most pressing scientific questions are 
addressed with the priority they deserve. 

Phased Array Radar Research and Development Follow-On 
Plan.—The Committee supports the request for research and devel-
opment activities on the Phased Array Radar program. These funds 
compliment and align with the partnership between NOAA and its 
external partners for a dual polarization demonstration for which 
funds have been provided in the Procurement, Acquisition and Con-
struction account. 

VORTEX-USA.—The recommendation includes no less than 
$10,000,000 for the VORTEX-USA initiative to improve under-
standing of tornadoes, provide more accurate forecasts, and in-
crease the lead times of tornado warnings. Of these funds, no less 
than $1,500,000 above the fiscal year 2022 level shall be for the 
continuation and expansion of the VORTEX-SE portion of the 
broader VORTEX-USA initiative. 

Earth Prediction Innovation Center (EPIC).—The Committee con-
tinues to support EPIC, as authorized by the NIDIS Reauthoriza-
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tion Act of 2018, Public Law 115–423. Within available funds in 
U.S. Weather Research Program, OAR shall direct EPIC to in-
crease outreach, training, and user community engagement with a 
goal of increasing the accessibility of EPIC to a broader range of 
the weather community and academia. These efforts should lead to 
more improvements being suggested for NOAA’s weather models, 
and funding within the increase to Joint Technology Transfer Ini-
tiative shall be prioritized to support faster adoption of 
operationalizable upgrades. 

Flood Mapping Technologies.—The Committee recognizes that in-
novative, science-based flood mapping technologies help commu-
nities and businesses to better prepare for and mitigate flood-re-
lated disasters. Weather-based technologies provide real-time infor-
mation on soil moisture, watersheds, precipitation, and stream lev-
els to ensure communities in flood susceptible areas have the prop-
er resources to respond before flooding disasters occur, and to help 
minimize impacts and associated damages. The Committee encour-
ages NOAA to continue to support advancing weather and flood 
mapping technologies and enhanced data collection, and to partner 
with interested Federal agencies, Tribes, institutions of higher edu-
cation, and State centers to become more resilient to flood disas-
ters, such as with Joint Technology Transfer Initiative (JTTI) ac-
tivities. 

Ocean, Coastal, and Great Lakes Research Laboratories and Co-
operative Institutes.—The Committee provides $42,000,000 for 
Ocean, Coastal, and Great Lakes Research Laboratories and Coop-
erative Institutes, an increase of $4,890,000 above the fiscal year 
2022 enacted level. Within the increased funds, NOAA shall ex-
pand its work on genomics, including work on the evolving struc-
ture and function of marine ecosystems such as the real-time fore-
casting of HABs and their toxicity, and testing of remote observing 
systems and environmental sample processors. Further, the Com-
mittee expects NOAA to fund these cooperative institutes at appro-
priate levels in future budget requests, including well-established 
institutes focused on watershed impacts on marine and Great 
Lakes ecosystems, remote sensing, and long-term monitoring of the 
impacts of environmental hazards on marine and Great Lakes eco-
system health. NOAA shall further support partnerships with uni-
versities on ocean observations, hurricane monitoring, ocean glider 
research, and research related to offshore wind energy. 

Coastal Aquatic Invasive Species Mitigation Grant Program.— 
The recommendation includes $3,000,000 for the Coastal Aquatic 
Invasive Species Mitigation Grant Program, authorized by the 
Frank LoBiondo Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2018, Public 
Law 115–282. Aquatic invasive species wreak havoc on ecosystems 
throughout the Nation, and this program will support efforts to im-
prove the understanding, prevention, mitigation of, and response to 
these species. 

Uncrewed Ocean Observations for Research.—The Committee en-
courages NOAA to continue to support the deployment of uncrewed 
ocean observing systems for research to improve hurricane inten-
sity forecasts and to augment traditional data collection platforms 
in the Tropical Pacific Observation System and fill observing gaps 
in the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean. 
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National Sea Grant College Program.—The Committee strongly 
supports the National Sea Grant College Program and provides 
$96,500,000, an increase of $7,000,000 above the fiscal year 2022 
enacted level. 

Sea Grant Coastal Resilience Pilot Project.—Within funding pro-
vided for the Sea Grant program, no less than $3,000,000 is pro-
vided to launch a pilot Sea Grant Resilient Coasts Initiative to sup-
port up to three coastal resilience projects with partners. This work 
may include recruitment of resilience-focused staff and enhance-
ments to research, engagement, decision support, and project im-
plementation. NOAA is encouraged to support efforts to enhance 
the coastal resilience of remote communities most at-risk for nat-
ural disasters and chronic events, with a priority given to chal-
lenges faced by Tribal, indigenous, or economically disadvantaged 
communities. 

American Lobster Research.—Within funding for the Sea Grant 
program, the Committee provides $2,000,000 for partnerships 
among State agencies, academia, and industry to address American 
lobster research priorities. Research should focus on stock resil-
ience in the face of environmental changes, including life history 
parameters, distribution and abundance, and species interactions, 
with the purpose of informing future management actions or topics 
necessary to respond to newly implemented or future modifications 
of the ALWTRP. 

Young Fishermen’s Development Grant Program.—Within fund-
ing for the Sea Grant program, the Committee directs not less than 
$1,000,000 to launch the Young Fisherman’s Development Grant 
Program to prioritize providing training, education, outreach, and 
technical assistance for young fishermen, as authorized by the 
Young Fishermen’s Development Act, Public Law 116–289. 

Sea Grant Aquaculture Research Program.—The Committee rec-
ognizes the importance of NOAA’s aquaculture research and devel-
opment activities that help coastal communities maintain a safe 
and sustainable local seafood supply through research and tech-
nology transfer to support and expand America’s aquaculture in-
dustry. As such, the Committee provides $14,500,000 for the Sea 
Grant Aquaculture Research Program. The Committee further en-
courages Sea Grant to partner with Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities that conduct aquaculture research to help provide af-
fordable seafood to urban communities. 

Ocean Exploration and Research.—The Committee provides 
$47,500,000 for Ocean Exploration and Research, an increase of 
$4,090,000 above the fiscal year 2022 enacted level, to accelerate 
America’s Ocean Exploration Program. 

Integrated Ocean Acidification Program.—The Committee is in-
creasingly concerned about the growing impacts of ocean acidifica-
tion on coastal communities and industries and therefore provides 
$19,000,000 for the Integrated Ocean Acidification program, an in-
crease of $3,000,000 above the fiscal year 2022 enacted level. 

The Committee encourages NOAA, in coordination with the Of-
fice of Science and Technology Policy, to implement a program to 
competitively award prizes under the Stevenson-Wydler Technology 
Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3719) for the purpose of stimu-
lating innovation to advance our Nation’s ability to understand, re-
search, or monitor ocean acidification or its impacts, or to develop 
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management or adaptation options for responding to ocean acidifi-
cation. 

Sustained Ocean Observations and Monitoring.—The rec-
ommendation provides $52,500,000 for Sustained Ocean Observa-
tions and Monitoring, an increase of $3,500,000 above the fiscal 
year 2022 level. Within the increase, NOAA shall expand coverage 
of biogeochemical and Deep Argo floats to improve ecological and 
sub-seasonal-to-seasonal weather forecasting as well as to provide 
observational data on the health and state of the ocean, particu-
larly in the deep sea, the tropics, and the Arctic. Further, NOAA 
is directed to encourage international partners to meet their obliga-
tions for shared ocean science and observations. 

National Oceanographic Partnership Program (NOPP).—Within 
the funds provided for NOPP, the Committee encourages NOAA to 
partner with existing colleges, research universities, private indus-
tries, and non-profits to promote, develop, and implement a pro-
gram that will increase workforce participation of underrep-
resented minorities across all sectors of the U.S. Blue Economy. 
NOAA shall provide a report to the Committee, no later than one 
year after enactment of this Act, on the NOPP’s development as it 
addresses its STEM diversity needs and that of the Nation. 

Uncrewed Systems Research Transition Office (UxSR2O).—The 
Committee supports the proposal for a new office for research into 
the expanded use of uncrewed systems to meet NOAA’s large envi-
ronmental data collection needs. The Committee notes the immense 
potential of these technologies to accomplish NOAA’s operational 
requirements. As such, the Committee directs NOAA to focus on 
applications of uncrewed systems (UxS) which can be transitioned 
in the near to medium term into operations. This work shall in-
clude active engagement and partnership with the private sector to 
assess their capacities to provide future data streams as a service. 
NOAA is further directed to be aggressive in the testing of new 
technologies and data collection methods, especially in cases where 
successful pilots will have the potential to meaningfully augment 
NOAA capabilities or reduce ongoing operational costs with limited 
future investments. 

Ocean Data for the New Blue Economy.—NOAA has committed 
to growing the blue economy through in-house work as well as by 
collaborating with partners around the country. To enhance blue 
economy growth and development, the Committee encourages 
NOAA to investigate the use of autonomous low- to zero-carbon, 
wave-powered buoys and autonomous UxS that can be fitted with 
sensors to collect oceanographic and meteorological data to supple-
ment ocean exploration and data collection capacity to advance the 
blue economy. Through public-private partnerships, NOAA can bol-
ster blue economy growth and encourage innovation by the private 
sector to support the agency’s data collection and ocean exploration 
needs. 

National Weather Service.—The Committee recommends 
$1,258,860,000 for National Weather Service (NWS) Operations, 
Research, and Facilities, which is $84,390,000 above the fiscal year 
2022 enacted level. The Committee reaffirms its commitment to the 
weather enterprise and the necessity of maintaining within the 
Federal Government the mission of protecting life and property. 
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NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE 
OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES 

[In thousands of dollars] 

Program Amount 

Observations ......................................................................................................................................................... $250,962 
Central Processing ............................................................................................................................................... 110,892 
Analyze, Forecast and Support ............................................................................................................................. 588,560 
Dissemination ....................................................................................................................................................... 121,808 
Science and Technology Integration .................................................................................................................... 186,638 

Total, National Weather Service, Operations, Research, and Facilities ..................................................... $1,258,860 

NWS Staffing.—The Committee continues to be concerned about 
staffing and management challenges within NWS, especially as the 
organization recovers from pandemic-related attrition and the need 
to meet the growing demand for real-time high resolution weather 
data and critical impact-based decision support services (IDSS). 
NOAA and the Department of Commerce are directed to ensure 
that NWS fulfills its critical missions by filling all NWS vacancies 
as expeditiously as possible and to continue to work closely with all 
stakeholders, including by seeking and incorporating input from 
employees on the optimum level of staffing going forward. 

To that end, the recommendation includes all requested adjust-
ments to base for NWS. In addition, the Committee provides an in-
crease of $13,000,000 above fiscal year 2022 to further address 
staffing requirements, including $7,500,000 for staffing at weather 
forecast offices to enhance equitable NWS IDSS and to increase the 
number of trained and qualified Incident Meteorologists (IMETs) 
for wildfires and other extreme events; and $5,500,000 to accelerate 
hiring at the National Centers for Environmental Prediction 
(NCEP). Within these increases, NWS shall provide IDSS support 
for products generated by other line offices, as appropriate, such as 
harmful algal bloom forecasts. 

In its fiscal year 2023 spend plan, NWS shall follow direction as 
provided in fiscal year 2022 regarding details of all NWS funded 
positions. The Committee further directs NWS to continue the 
quarterly briefings to the Committee consistent with prior year di-
rection. 

National Mesonet Program.—The recommendation includes not 
less than $24,700,000, an increase of $2,000,000 above the fiscal 
year 2022 level, for the continuation and expansion of the National 
Mesonet Program. Investments going forward should sustain cov-
erage of data types and areas now included within the National 
Mesonet Program, expand in situ and remote sensing capabilities 
to provide weather measurements in high-risk areas, such as vul-
nerable communities, and enhance coverage by the National 
Mesonet Program in non-contiguous States and Territories and 
other data sparse areas. The Committee encourages the National 
Mesonet Program to continue to proactively work with other Fed-
eral agencies, including the National Science Foundation and the 
U.S. Geological Survey, to identify observations and platforms of 
opportunity in areas with sparse instrumentation that may be 
transferred to the National Mesonet Program. Of the funds pro-
vided, up to $1,000,000 may be used for Meteorological Assimila-
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tion Data Ingest System activities, and up to $600,000 may be used 
for costs associated with the National Mesonet Program Office. 

Space Weather.—The recommendation includes $3,000,000 across 
Central Processing and Science and Technology Integration to sup-
port the requests from fiscal year 2022 for Space Weather Research 
to Operations, including the development of a space weather 
testbed, as part of NOAA’s implementation of the Promoting Re-
search and Observations of Space Weather to Improve the Fore-
casting of Tomorrow (PROSWIFT) Act, Public Law 116–181. 

Tsunami Warning Program.—The Committee appreciates the in-
vestments NOAA is making in support of the Tsunami Warning 
Program with funds provided by IIJA. The recommendation pro-
vides no less than the fiscal year 2022 level for this critical pro-
gram. 

Improving NWS Dissemination Activities.—The Committee con-
tinues to be concerned with the issues with NWS’ forecast dissemi-
nation systems, but notes that progress has been made in recent 
months. Disseminating accurate, timely information to broad-
casters, emergency managers, and the general public during severe 
weather events is critical. Tools such as NWSChat are essential for 
ensuring that communities and businesses in rural farming com-
munities and elsewhere have the proper time to respond. The Com-
mittee urges NWS to prioritize and continue to find ways to im-
prove information dissemination to rural and other underserved 
areas. Further, the recommendation fully funds the requested in-
crease to Optimize and Upgrade the Integrated Dissemination Pro-
gram. 

Weather Alerts.—The Committee appreciates the steps taken by 
NWS to provide Spanish translation of their weather products. 
However, more steps must be taken to ensure that all weather 
forecast and warning products can be understood by limited 
English proficiency individuals. Therefore, NOAA is directed, with-
in the increases provided for NWS, to expand these efforts. Fur-
ther, no later than 90 days after the enactment of this Act, the 
Committee directs NWS to submit a plan and timeline for how it 
will provide translation of all its weather products and warnings, 
not just for Spanish, but for the main dialects of other commonly 
used languages, considering both the number of speakers and the 
density of those speakers in various geographic locations. The Com-
mittee expects the fiscal year 2024 budget request to include addi-
tional funding for this purpose. 

Further, the Committee directs the Government Accountability 
Office to conduct a report analyzing the overall Emergency Alert, 
weather alert, and weather forecast systems to assess the ability 
of the relevant agencies, including NOAA, to provide their products 
and alerts in languages other than English, and to provide rec-
ommendations to better allow limited English proficiency individ-
uals to understand and use these products. 

Sub-seasonal to Seasonal (S2S) Prediction and Decision Support 
Services.—The recommendation includes no less than $17,800,000 
for the fiscal year 2022 proposals across NWS for Sub-Seasonal to 
Seasonal Decision Support Services as well as the Seasonal Fore-
cast System. These investments will enable NWS to expand deci-
sion support services for near to medium term weather events as 
well as to develop critical long-range predictions for extreme dis-
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ruptive weather events, particularly flood and drought, in the 
months to one year, or seasonal timeframes. 

Consumer Option for an Alternative System To Allocate Losses 
(COASTAL) Act Implementation.—The recommendation includes 
the requested amount for development and implementation of the 
COASTAL Act (Public Law 112–141). 

Priorities for Weather Research.—The Committee applauds and 
thanks NOAA’s Science Advisory Board (SAB) for the report it pro-
duced titled, ‘‘Priorities for Weather Research,’’ which will be a use-
ful guidepost for future investments in the weather enterprise. The 
Committee directs NOAA, no later than 180 days after the enact-
ment of this Act, to provide to the Committee a briefing on its re-
sponse to this report. This briefing shall include: (1) any disagree-
ments with the SAB’s findings; (2) a description of how NOAA is 
currently addressing each of the identified recommendations; and 
(3) proposals for further addressing each of the identified rec-
ommendations. 

National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Serv-
ice.—The Committee recommends $409,572,000 for National Envi-
ronmental Satellite, Data and Information Service (NESDIS) Oper-
ations, Research, and Facilities, an increase of $87,441,000 above 
the fiscal year 2022 enacted level. 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL SATELLITE, DATA AND INFORMATION SERVICE 
OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES 

(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

Environmental Satellite Observing Systems: 
Office of Satellite and Product Operations ................................................................................................. $248,500 
Product Development, Readiness and Application ..................................................................................... 66,000 
U.S. Group on Earth Observations .............................................................................................................. 1,000 

Environmental Satellite Observing Systems ........................................................................................................ 315,500 

National Centers for Environmental Information ................................................................................................. 94,072 

Total, National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Service, Operations, Research, and Facilities $409,572 

National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI).—The 
Committee continues to support the NCEI and their efforts to pro-
vide more products and services for the Nation. The recommenda-
tion supports the requests for Climate Data Records, Sustainment 
of Cloud Framework for Environmental Data, and Enhance Enter-
prise Data Stewardship and Archiving. Further, the Committee 
provides $6,000,000 for Improving Local, State, and Regional Cli-
mate Services (RCS), including an increase of no less than 
$2,000,000 for the Regional Climate Centers (RCCs). Within the in-
crease for RCS, NESDIS shall support outreach and engagement to 
regional constituents to capture user needs and requirements and 
develop and operationalize tools related to the Water in the West 
Initiative. 

Uncrewed Systems Data.—The Committee notes the importance 
of maximizing the utility of NOAA investments in the collection of 
UxS data. The Committee encourages NOAA to consider the Coast-
al Data Development program as the central repository to manage 
data collections from NOAA UxS, as authorized by the Commercial 
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Engagement Through Ocean Technology (CENOTE) Act, Public 
Law 115–394. Within the increase to NCEI, the Committee directs 
NOAA to begin to develop a Data Assembly Hub for UxS. Also 
within NCEI, the Committee encourages NOAA to fully support 
critical international partnerships, including the Global Climate 
Observing System. 

Mission Support.—The recommendation includes $447,726,000 
for Mission Support Operations, Research, and Facilities. 

MISSION SUPPORT 
OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES 

(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

Mission Support Services: 
Executive Leadership ................................................................................................................................... $31,743 
Mission Services and Management ............................................................................................................ 188,992 
IT Security .................................................................................................................................................... 16,393 
Payment to the DOC Working Capital Fund ............................................................................................... 71,298 
Facilities Maintenance and Capital Improvements .................................................................................... 11,250 
Office of Space Commerce .......................................................................................................................... 87,700 

Mission Support Services ..................................................................................................................................... 407,376 

Office of Education: 
BWET Regional Programs ............................................................................................................................ 9,250 
José E. Serrano Educational Partnership Program with Minority Serving Institutions .............................. 22,500 
NOAA Education Program Base ................................................................................................................... 8,600 

Office of Education .............................................................................................................................................. 40,350 

Total, Mission Support, Operations, Research, and Facilities ............................................................................. $447,726 

Tribal Liaison.—The Committee provides an additional $500,000 
in Executive Leadership to create two new full-time NOAA Tribal 
Liaison positions to provide timely government to government con-
sultation on NOAA policies and actions that have Tribal implica-
tions. 

Mission Support Services.—The recommendation includes an in-
crease of $10,380,000 for priorities identified in the budget request 
for Mission Support Services. Of these funds, not less than 
$2,500,000 shall be in support of the Increase Facility Program Ca-
pacity request to assist the Chief Administrative Officer in man-
aging the complex, and growing, facilities challenges facing NOAA 
across the country. 

Office of Space Commerce.—The Committee provides $87,700,000 
for the Office of Space Commerce, an increase of $71,700,000 above 
the fiscal year 2022 enacted level, and approves the requested 
transfer of the Office to Mission Support. NOAA shall provide 
quarterly updates to the Committee on the status of the efforts to 
reach full operational capability of space situational awareness by 
the fiscal year 2025 deadline outlined in the request. 

Office of Education.—The Committee recognizes that the chang-
ing climate and increasing degradation of our environment will ne-
cessitate greater future investments in these scientific fields and 
their corresponding workforces. Consequently, the recommendation 
includes $40,350,000 for NOAA’s Office of Education, an increase 
of $6,600,000 above the fiscal year 2022 enacted level. Further, as 
part of all of its educational programming, the Committee encour-
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ages NOAA to prioritize improving Americans’ understanding of cli-
mate change, including providing formal and informal learning op-
portunities to individuals of all ages, including individuals of di-
verse cultural and linguistic backgrounds, emphasizing actionable 
information to help people understand and promote implementa-
tion of new technologies, programs, and incentives related to cli-
mate change, climate adaptation and mitigation, and climate resil-
ience. 

Office of Marine and Aviation Operations (OMAO).—The rec-
ommendation includes $314,375,000 for the Office of Marine and 
Aviation Operations, Operations, Research, and Facilities, an in-
crease of $42,125,000 above the fiscal year 2022 enacted level. The 
Committee appreciates the clear and concise regular briefings pro-
vided by OMAO’s leadership and encourages them to continue with 
the same frequency and detail as in fiscal year 2022. 

OFFICE OF MARINE AND AVIATION OPERATIONS 
OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES 

(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

Office of Marine and Aviation Operations: 
Marine Operations and Maintenance .......................................................................................................... $203,646 
Aviation Operations and Aircraft Services .................................................................................................. 40,792 
Autonomous Uncrewed Technology Operations ........................................................................................... 14,500 
NOAA Commissioned Officer Corps ............................................................................................................. 55,437 

Total, Office of Marine and Aviation Operations, Operations, Research, and Facilities .................................... $314,375 

Marine Operations and Maintenance.—The Committee appre-
ciates and supports the proposal to increase the number of days at 
sea, and further directs OMAO to continue to implement the pro-
gressive maintenance program developed over the last few years to 
keep NOAA’s ships available and operational at the highest pos-
sible rate. The Committee notes that missions in the Pacific Islands 
and Territories have been delayed due to a lack of ship availability 
and the pandemic. The increase in funding for Marine Operations 
and Maintenance is intended, in part, to alleviate these con-
straints. 

Monitoring of Atmospheric Rivers.—Improving understanding of 
atmospheric rivers is critical to preparing for concentrated rain 
storms and flooding along the U.S. West Coast. Therefore, the 
Committee provides no less than $3,000,000, an increase of 
$1,000,000 above the fiscal year 2022 enacted level, for use of air-
borne assets to conduct increased winter storm observation to bet-
ter observe and predict these extreme weather events. 

NOAA Commissioned Officer Corps.—The recommendation 
adopts all of the requested technical transfers across line offices to 
NOAA Commissioned Officer Corps. The Committee also approves 
the requests to increase the size of the NOAA Corps, especially to 
help meet the increased demands on aviation operations. 

Autonomous and Uncrewed Technology Operations (AUTO).—The 
recommendation includes $14,500,000 for AUTO. Within these 
funds and those provided to UxSR20, up to $3,000,000 shall be 
used to support extramural partnerships with universities and 
oceanographic institutions for UxS research, development, testing, 
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and training that can serve as a cost effective augmentation for 
traditional crewed assets. 

NOAA Community Project Funding.—The recommendation in-
cludes $55,781,000 for NOAA Community Project Funding as de-
tailed in the table below. The Committee directs NOAA to provide 
the amounts listed in the table consistent with NOAA’s existing au-
thorities, jurisdictions, and procedures, as appropriate. NOAA shall 
further perform the same level of oversight and due diligence as 
with any other external partners. 

NOAA COMMUNITY PROJECT FUNDING 

Recipient Title Amount 

Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper ......... Shoreline Monitoring and Assessment in the Eastern Basin of Lake 
Erie.

$480,000 

Center for Marine Science at UNC 
Wilmington.

UNC Wilmington Marine Science Center Research ................................ 750,000 

Coral World Ocean and Reef Initia-
tive, Inc.

Coral and Aquatic Research and Restoration ....................................... 900,000 

Florida Gulf Coast University ......... Examining the Influence of Discharges on Coastal Ecosystems Health 
and HAB Dynamics.

440,000 

Florida International University ...... Coastal Subsurface Water Table and Saltwater Intrusion Monitoring 
Systems.

9,776,000 

Gulf Shellfish Institute ................... Estuary Habitat Restoration and Resilience .......................................... 2,500,000 
Hudson River Park Trust ................ Hudson River Habitat Enhancement Project ......................................... 750,000 
Louisiana State University, Office 

of Research & Economic Devel-
opment.

Coastal High Frequency RADAR System for Coastal Protection and 
Prediction.

5,000,000 

Mississippi State University Global 
Center for Aquatic Health and 
Food Security.

Gulf Coast Aquatic Health Laboratory ................................................... 1,800,000 

Mote Marine Laboratory, Inc .......... Mote Marine Laboratory’s Florida Seagrass Project .............................. 750,000 
Nature Conservancy ........................ Building Coastal Resilience through Community-Based Conservation 500,000 
New England Aquarium Corpora-

tion.
New England Aquarium Modernization and Educational Programming 2,400,000 

Nova Southeastern University ........ Coastal Ecosystems Disease Etiology, Remediation, and Restoration 
for Community Ecological and Economic Health.

3,841,000 

Noyo Center for Marine Science ..... Fighting Climate-Driven Collapse in Coastal Habitats ......................... 294,000 
Oklahoma State University ............. Oklahoma Center for Hydrological Integrated Monitoring, Modeling, 

and Mitigation.
1,800,000 

Port of Morgan City ........................ Meteorological Stations Operations and Maintenance .......................... 200,000 
Regents of the University of Wash-

ington.
Equity and Ecosystem Health Through Water Column Observation ...... 1,500,000 

Texas State University .................... Texas State University Meadows Center Climate Change Impact on 
Water Initiative.

2,000,000 

Desert Research Institute ............... Lake Tahoe Basin Instrumentation and Data Sharing .......................... 2,000,000 
The Nature Conservancy in Florida Modernization of Recreational Fishing Catch Data and Support Hu-

mane Catch and Release Education in the South Atlantic.
750,000 

The Regents of the University of 
California; University of Cali-
fornia, San Diego.

Aerosolized Coastal Water Pollution Impacts Study .............................. 1,500,000 

The Water Institute of the Gulf ...... The Resilience Center ............................................................................ 2,500,000 
University of Iowa ........................... Advanced Hydrologic Monitoring, Assessment, and Flood Forecasting 

for Eastern Iowa.
1,000,000 

University of Louisiana Monroe ...... State Mesonet Network Project .............................................................. 2,000,000 
University of Miami ........................ University of Miami Marine Aquaculture Pilot-Scale Grow-Out Module 750,000 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas ... Water Analyzing Equipment for Climate Research and Education ....... 200,000 
University of South Florida ............. Surveillance of Pollution from Emerging Chemical Threats in Tampa 

Bay.
3,400,000 

University of Washington Tacoma .. Center for Urban Waters—Protecting Salmon from Toxic Chemicals .. 1,000,000 
Upper Columbia United Tribes ....... Upper Columbia United Tribes Salmon Reintroduction Project ............. 5,000,000 
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PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION 

The Committee recommends a total program level of 
$2,144,000,000 for Procurement, Acquisition, and Construction 
(PAC), of which $2,131,000,000 is appropriated from the general 
fund and $13,000,000 is derived from recoveries of prior year obli-
gations. 

PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION 
[In thousands of dollars] 

Program Amounts 

National Ocean Service 
National Estuarine Research Reserve Construction ............................................................................. $7,500 
Marine Sanctuaries Construction .......................................................................................................... 10,000 

Total, NOS—PAC .............................................................................................................................. 17,500 

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research 
Research Supercomputing ..................................................................................................................... 93,500 
Research Acquisitions ........................................................................................................................... 40,000 

Total, OAR—PAC .............................................................................................................................. 133,500 

National Weather Service 
Observations .......................................................................................................................................... 16,200 
Central Processing ................................................................................................................................ 70,000 
Dissemination ........................................................................................................................................ 10,000 
Facilities Construction and Major Repairs ........................................................................................... 10,000 

Total, NWS—PAC .............................................................................................................................. 106,200 

National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Service 
Geostationary Systems—R .................................................................................................................... 301,000 
Polar Weather Satellites ........................................................................................................................ 217,937 
Space Weather Follow On ...................................................................................................................... 136,200 
Geostationary Earth Orbit ...................................................................................................................... 320,000 
Low Earth Orbit ..................................................................................................................................... 96,430 
Space Weather Next .............................................................................................................................. 145,000 
Projects, Planning, and Analysis .......................................................................................................... 6,606 
Systems/Services Architecture and Engineering ................................................................................... 71,000 
Common Ground Services ..................................................................................................................... 105,433 
Satellite CDA Facility ............................................................................................................................. 2,450 

Total, NESDIS—PAC ......................................................................................................................... 1,402,056 

Mission Support 
NOAA Construction ................................................................................................................................ 145,700 

Office of Marine and Aviation Operations 
Fleet Capital Improvements and Technology Infusion .......................................................................... 28,000 
Vessel Recapitalization and Construction ............................................................................................ 92,500 
Aircraft Recapitalization and Construction ........................................................................................... 218,544 

Total, OMAO—PAC ............................................................................................................................ 339,044 

Total, Procurement, Acquisition and Construction ...................................................................... $2,144,000 

Marine Sanctuaries Construction.—The recommendation includes 
$10,000,000 for Marine Sanctuaries Construction. This represents 
an increase of $5,000,000 above the fiscal year 2022 enacted level 
that is intended to support construction projects at existing sites as 
well as to build facilities at newly designated sanctuaries. 
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Research Supercomputing.—The Committee notes that the 
NOAA Science Advisory Board’s Priorities for Weather Research 
(PWR) report calls for NOAA to expand its high performance com-
puting capacity by two orders of magnitude over the next 10 years. 
As a first step towards that objective, the Committee provides 
$93,500,000 for Research Supercomputing, an increase of 
$45,000,000 above the fiscal year 2022 enacted level. 

Maximizing Value of Environmental Observations.—The Com-
mittee is concerned that too little value is being extracted from the 
plethora of environmental observations collected and/or purchased 
by NOAA to inform weather, climate, and ecosystem models that 
then generate forecasts and predictions. Therefore, the Committee 
provides an increase of no less than $5,000,000 in Research Super-
computing to develop artificial intelligence systems to support pre- 
processing of dense observation datasets so extraction of the most 
useful information will be included in data assimilation for model 
initialization. 

Phased Array Radar Research and Development Follow-On 
Plan.—The Committee supports the request for a dual polarization 
Phased Array Radar (PAR) to demonstrate and evaluate advanced 
techniques needed to perform the rapid updates required with a ro-
tating planar array, which is the next step for the agency’s evalua-
tion of dual polarization PAR technology to meet NOAA’s future 
weather radar requirements. The Committee provides the re-
quested $40,000,000 to acquire a demonstration system, which will 
help NOAA and the NWS address the looming need to replace the 
nation’s legacy NEXRAD weather radar systems between 2030 and 
2040. 

Quarterly Satellite Reports.—The Committee directs the Depart-
ment of Commerce to continue to provide oversight of NOAA’s sat-
ellite programs as directed in fiscal year 2022. NOAA shall also 
continue to provide quarterly briefings to the Committee on all 
NOAA satellite programs not later than 30 days after the end of 
each quarter. In addition to the topics required for these briefings 
in prior years, NOAA shall also include a discussion of satellite 
data management and efforts to maximize the value of said data. 

America’s Next Generation Weather Satellite System.—The Com-
mittee supports NOAA’s next generation weather satellites archi-
tecture plan, as developed through the NOAA Satellite Observing 
System Architecture (NSOSA) study and recognizes that many of 
that study’s recommendations are included in the request. The 
Committee notes, however, that significant amounts of satellite 
data are discarded prior to assimilation for weather model 
initialization, the first step towards creating a weather forecast. It 
is further noted that limited information has been provided to date 
to the Committee regarding NOAA’s data management plan for the 
next generation of weather satellites. Therefore, NOAA shall, no 
later than 270 days after the enactment of this Act, provide to the 
Committee a robust plan to manage the vastly increased quantity 
of data that these new NOAA and partner organization satellites 
will provide. The plan shall outline how NOAA will ingest, trans-
mit, receive, store, assimilate, integrate, and share this new quan-
tity of data. It shall further include cost estimates of new staff, 
hardware, facilities, and contract services required for each of the 
activities listed in the previous sentence. 
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NESDIS.—The Committee does not adopt the proposed budget 
restructure for NESDIS, but approves the proposed new organiza-
tional alignment. 

Commercial Data.—The Committee provides $2,500,000 above 
the fiscal year 2022 enacted level for purchase and piloting of com-
mercial weather data. Consistent with direction from the Pro-
moting Research and Observations of Space Weather to Improve 
the Forecasting of Tomorrow (PROSWIFT) Act, Public Law 116– 
171, the Committee encourages NOAA to collaborate with commer-
cial companies for the testing and analysis of space weather data. 

NOAA Construction.—There is significant concern that several 
NMFS laboratories will soon be unable to perform basic scientific 
functions, given the age of the infrastructure, state of disrepair, 
and changing physical environments in which they are located. 
Within the funds provided for NOAA Construction, NOAA shall 
prioritize investments in the Northeast and Southeast where re-
gional footprint studies identified NOAA’s most pressing facilities 
challenges, and continue the implementation of the Northwest Re-
gional Footprint Study, as requested. As part of this work, NOAA 
is encouraged to accelerate the competitive solicitation process for 
proposals from academic, university, and nonprofit partners to co- 
locate NMFS laboratories as a means of leveraging extramural re-
search and enhancing scientific capabilities. The Committee further 
reiterates direction adopted by Public Law 117–103 for NOAA to 
establish a five-year budget framework to address regional facility 
modernization planning and redevelopment of priority labs, par-
ticularly those in the Northwest, Northeast, and Southeast regions. 
The budget shall be updated yearly as additional information and 
funding needs are refined as projects mature from planning esti-
mates through design phases. 

Vessel Recapitalization and Capital Improvements.—The Com-
mittee reaffirms its support for NOAA’s Fleet Recapitalization Plan 
by providing $92,500,000 for Vessel Recapitalization. The Com-
mittee expects that NOAA will ensure that these new vessels facili-
tate the reduction of gaps in mission coverage as current ships fall 
into disrepair or are decommissioned. During the recapitalization 
process, NOAA is encouraged to evaluate its fleet plan regularly 
and consider cost-effective alternatives such as vessel leasing or 
chartering for meeting NOAA’s mission requirements. The Com-
mittee directs NOAA, in all future budget submissions to Congress, 
to detail all operational and maintenance requirements in addition 
to capital requirements of vessels and aircraft to maintain the opti-
mal operational tempo necessary to meet NOAA’s missions. 

Hurricane Hunters.—The recommendation includes $205,544,000 
to begin the procurement cycle for the new hurricane hunter air-
craft to replace the WP–3D that are nearing the end of their useful 
lives. 

PACIFIC COASTAL SALMON RECOVERY 

The Committee provides $65,000,000 for Pacific Coastal Salmon 
Recovery. 
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