
 

 
 

NWSEO MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
Meet NWSEO Central Region Vice Chair Andy Boxell 

(November 26, 2020) NWSEO continues to collect nominations for our “NWSEO Member Spotlight,” 
showcasing the work, dedication and talents of our members, inspiring others and connecting all of our 
union members. 
 
Meet Andy Boxell, NWSEO Central Region Vice Chair and Lead Forecaster in Milwaukee, WI. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Briefly tell us what sparked your interest to pursue a career in weather? 

I think like many meteorologists, weather has always been a “thing” for me.  Growing up in southern 
Indiana, severe weather was a regular occurrence, and that really helped feed an interest in the subject. 
And while not as common, ice storms weren’t unheard of, and heavy snow was especially impactful 
since the region doesn’t have nearly as much capacity for clearing roads as more northern locations.  In 
fact, the December 22-23, 2004 winter storm brought nearly 2 feet of snow to the area, closing 
Interstate 64 for 3 days (and delaying our vacation to Florida by 2 days).  To this day, that’s still the most 
snow I’ve ever seen from a non-lake effect snow event!  

What is your history working with the NWS? 

I started out as a SCEP student (precursor to Pathways) at the Louisville, KY WFO during the summer 
between my junior and senior year of college at Valparaiso University.  I then split my time during the 
school year between WFO Northern Indiana and WFO Chicago, since they are about equidistant from 
Valpo.  After graduation, I remained at WFO Chicago as an Intern, and then transferred to WFO 
Springfield, MO as a General Forecaster.  After about 7 ½ years in Springfield, I moved to WFO 
Milwaukee as a Lead Forecaster.  

Describe the most unusual/interesting experience in your work. 

Each office I’ve worked in has had something unique, but my time in Springfield was especially busy and 
impactful.  During my time there, I worked several record-breaking flash floods, ice storms, and 
countless severe weather events, including being on mids during the Joplin tornado. 

Andy Boxell briefs public safety partners at the 
Multi-Agency Coordination Center for the 2020 
Democratic National Convention in Milwaukee. 



I spent the last half of my midnight shift after the Joplin tornado acting as a Public Information Officer 
for the office, doing live phone interviews on WNYC, Fox News and CBS Radio, and the BBC, among 
others.  By the end of that day our office had done interviews with media on 6 of the 7 continents.  

When did you first join NWSEO, and what leadership positions have you held?  

I joined NWSEO shortly after being hired full time as an Intern in Chicago.  In Springfield, I was the vice 
steward or steward for much of my time there.  Regionally, I’ve been the CR Vice Chairperson since 
2016.  In that capacity, I also serve as a remote steward for CWSU Aurora, IL and WFO Grand Rapids, MI.   

What have been your experiences as part of the NWSEO leadership in Central Region? 

As I became involved in leadership positions first at the local and then regional level, I came to see 
NWSEO has a vehicle for accomplishing positive change and workplace improvements in a collaborative 
way with management.  If both parties are willing, I truly believe that by working together we’re often 
able to develop something better than either side could come up with on their own. I’ve been fortunate 
to work with managers at the local and regional level who see the value of a collaborative relationship, 
and Jim Lee and I have been able to bring about smart, positive change to how we do things across 
Central Region.  The labor-management relationship does not always have to be adversarial!  

If you could improve one thing about your job, what would that be? 

The agency’s IT and web infrastructure are not only an enormous source of frustration for employees, 
but a huge liability for the agency.  Issues with dataflow and Web access are daily occurrences at this 
point.   

We have a lot of talented employees attempting to do their very best with an extremely limited budget 
and outdated equipment, but there’s only so much “patching” that can be done.  It’s a good reminder 
that NWSEO is the *ONLY* entity that is able to directly lobby Congress on our behalf, including pushing 
for better resources for our IT folks who are trying their best to keep things running.  Much of this 
lobbying is done behind the scenes, but we see the end result each year, as Congress often appropriates 
money well above what the agency requested.  Without the efforts of Richard Hirn and others in recent 
years, not only would jobs have been lost, but we literally 
would not have been able to keep the lights on at times.  

Tell us something that might surprise us about you. 

I’ve been homebrewing for almost 5 years.  I just need to 
start making my own cheese and bratwurst to achieve the 
Wisconsin Trifecta! 
 
We are so appreciative for Andy’s time and dedication to 
the work he and the members and employees of Central 
Region do every day and also, for participating in our 
NWSEO Member Spotlight.  Many of you may have met 
Andy, perhaps at a NWSEO National Convention. 
 
 Andy Boxell and family, Fall 2020. 



We hope this will be a communication tool for NWSEO Members to get to know each other, from across 
the nation, connect even more and, together, support each other in our work and in building our 
membership.  Please submit your Member Spotlight, suggestions, and comments to Christy Fox at 
mediarelations@nwseo.org. 
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No one cares more for National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
employees than NOAA employees. 

 
No one works harder for NOAA employees than NOAA employees. 

 
We are NOAA employees.  We are NWSEO. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NWSEO proudly represents more NOAA employees than any other Union. NWSEO serves bargaining unit employees of 
the National Weather Service, NESDIS Office of Satellite and Product Operations, Office of General Counsel, Aircraft 
Operations Center, and Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory. 
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