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Dear AVH Clients, 
 
Another hard year is coming to an end and together we have 
survived. This year as well as last has challenged us with the 

struggles of COVID and its after-effects causing many 

changes to our face-to-face interactions. The ‘new normal” 
is less than optimal in social situations and in regards to 

veterinary care. We’ve had to make many changes and will 

continue to do so while providing Gold Standard Veterinary 
Care to our patients. We are all hoping for COVID to “just 

go away,” but until it fully does, we must all band together 

to move forward the best we can. 
 
That being said, we want to take this opportunity to thank 

you all for sustaining the ongoing changes that we all have 
had to endure. We at Absecon Veterinary Hospital wish all 

of our clients and all of our animal friends a safe, happy, 

healthy, and joyous holiday. We wish you all a prosperous 
new year and hope that 2022 brings each and every one of 

you peace, hope, laughter, and love. Together we make a 

difference! 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Entertain Your Dog with A 

Stimulating Christmas Gift 

 
10 Games to Keep Your Dog Mental ly 

St imulated 

 
By Amber King | November 4, 2021 
https://www.wideopenpets.com/10-games-keep-dog-

mentally-stimulated/ 
 
Keeping your dog mentally stimulated is just as important 

as staying physically fit. These 10 brain games are easy 

to learn and fun for all! 
 
Your dog may love chasing after a not-so-fuzzy-
anymore tennis ball or showing his strength in a game of 

tug-a-war, but his body isn't the only thing that needs daily 

exercise. 
 
Dogs are intelligent animals that are just as much brain as 
they are brawn. A bored dog is a destructive dog, but there 

are countless games you can play with your pooch to keep 

his frontal lobe fired up. 

Fear 
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Featured Rescue: 
 

TRI-STATE BASSET HOUNDS 

https://www.tristatebassets.org/animals

/list 

609-221-9150 

 

https://www.wideopenpets.com/author/amber-king/
https://www.wideopenpets.com/10-games-keep-dog-mentally-stimulated/
https://www.wideopenpets.com/10-games-keep-dog-mentally-stimulated/
http://goto.walmart.com/c/73115/565706/9383?subId1=OpenPets&subId2=dogtoys&veh=aff&sourceid=imp_000011112222333344&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walmart.com%2Fsearch%2F%3Fquery%3DDog%2520toys
http://www.wideopenpets.com/black-labs-tennis-ball-dream-finally-comes-true/
http://www.wideopenpets.com/study-suggests-dogs-have-measurable-iqs/
http://goto.walmart.com/c/73115/565706/9383?subId1=OpenPets&subId2=dogtoys&veh=aff&sourceid=imp_000011112222333344&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walmart.com%2Fsearch%2F%3Fquery%3DDog%2520toys
https://www.tristatebassets.org/animals/list
https://www.tristatebassets.org/animals/list
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Take time out of your day to teach your dog these fun, DIY, 

and mentally stimulating games. 
 
1. Hide and Seek 

 
You spent hours playing this as a kid, and now it's time to 
pass the baton on to your dog. 
 
To play, tell your dog to stay while you go and hide. When 

you're ready, yell out, "Ready or not here you come!" Or 

maybe a simple, "Come, Fido!" will work better. 
 
Your dog should use his ears and nose to seek you out. 
 
2. Treasure Hunt 

 
Dogs rely on their noses more than any other sense, and 
their powerful sniffers make the treasure hunt game fun for 

both you and your dog. 
 
Find something extra smelly that your dog loves, like a Kong 

full of peanut butter or his favorite old toy. Show him your 

treasure, and then tell him to sit and stay while you go and 
hide it. 
 
Say, "Find it, Fido!" and watch as he follows his sense of 

smell to the hidden treasure. 
 
3. The Cup Game 

 
You've probably seen this game played in movies by rough-

handed hustlers, but here's the doggy version for great mental 
stimulation. 
 
Line up three old cups on the floor in front of your 

dog.  Hide treats or some tasty kibble and put it under one 

cup. Let your dog watch as you move the cups around, and 

give him the treat when he picks the right cup. 
 
4. Red Light Green Light 

 
Red light green light is a great game for dog training that get 

a little too excited during playtime and need to learn impulse 

http://goto.walmart.com/c/73115/565706/9383?subId1=OpenPets&subId2=dogtoys&veh=aff&sourceid=imp_000011112222333344&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walmart.com%2Fsearch%2F%3Fquery%3DDog%2520toys
http://www.wideopenpets.com/hero-labrador-retriever-sensed-little-girls-blood-sugar-dropping-5-miles-away/
http://goto.walmart.com/c/73115/565706/9383?subId1=OpenPets&subId2=dogtoys&veh=aff&sourceid=imp_000011112222333344&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walmart.com%2Fsearch%2F%3Fquery%3DDog%2520toys
http://www.wideopenpets.com/making-dog-treats-replicate-cat-poop/
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control -- Nothing does that better than good, old physical 
exercise! 
 
To play with your dog, replace "green light" with "come" and 

"red light" with "stay." 
 
5. The Name Game 

 
Your dog already recognizes words like "ball," "treat," and 

"do you wanna go on a walk." To play the name game, all 

you have to do is teach him a few more. 
 
The bigger his vocabulary, the more fun the game is. Tell 

him the name of an object (or person) and watch in delight 
as he seeks it out. 
 
6. 52-Toy Pick Up 

 
Clean up, clean up, everybody do their share! Including the 

dog! 
 
Here's a fun way to teach your dog to pick up things like his 

toys or your dirty laundry. Once he picks up an object, teach 
him to deposit it in a designated location. "Retrieve" and 

"drop it" will be your best friends with this simple game. 
 

7. New Trick 

 
The new trick game is kind of like dealer's choice. Instead of 

telling your dog to roll over, say, "new trick!" 
 
He should sit, lay down, rollover, or do whatever else he 

thinks will impress you enough to make that treat go from 

your hand to his mouth. The more you play, the more 
challenging the game is. Don't let him repeat new skills! 
 
8. Treat Toys 

 
The next time you buy your dog a new toy, make it either a 

treat ball or a toy that comes with a treat pouch. 
 
Your dog will know there's something tasty hidden within 

his new brain game, but he'll have to use his noggin to get it 
out. 
 
9. The Muffin Tin Game 

 
This beginner brain game can be set up using things you have 

lying around the house. 

http://www.wideopenpets.com/10-recipes-homemade-dog-treats/
http://goto.walmart.com/c/73115/565706/9383?subId1=OpenPets&subId2=dogtoys&veh=aff&sourceid=imp_000011112222333344&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walmart.com%2Fsearch%2F%3Fquery%3DDog%2520toys
https://amzn.to/3hx5odr
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Dig out an old muffin tin and place some smelly treats in a 

few of the holes. Cover all of the holes with balls or some 
other kind of toy, and let him figure out how to remove the 

toys to get to the good stuff. 
 
10. Puzzle Games 

Doggy treat puzzle games are effective ways to stimulate a 

canine genius's brain training. Trixie Dog Toys is a 

company that makes puzzles that require dogs to flip lids, 
turn knobs, open drawers, and lift up cones to uncover hidden 

treats. 
 
Both you and your dog will have a blast playing these simple 

mind games. You'll battle boredom, improve his 
confidence, and reinforce your already strong bond. 
 
Dog Twister Advanced Dog Puzzle Toy 

 
The Nina Ottosson dog puzzle teaches problem-solving by 
using your dog's food and treats. It is a level three mentally 

stimulating game, so keep this game in mind if your dog 

needs some mental exercise past an intermediate level. This 

game teaches your dog how to get the toy to dispense his 
treats. 
 
It slows down mealtime, so this toy can improve your dog's 

digestion system. It also has incredible reviews! If your dog 

needs entertainment, try an advanced puzzle toy. 
Remember to take it slow and make sure your dog 

understands the rules. No one likes a cheater! 

 

 
 

AVH BLOOD BANK 

HELP SAVE A LIFE  
 

ARE YOUR PETS… 

✓ Dogs- Between 55 and 150 lbs 

✓ Cats – 10+lbs 

✓ In excellent health? 

✓ Between the ages of 1 and 6 years old? 

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO ALL OF THESE THEN 

SIGN UP TO DONATE BLOOD! 
 
Each unit of donated blood helps to save a life of one, two, 

or three critically ill dogs. Many animals require a blood 

transfusion to survive during surgery, following trauma, 

or when they are suffering from anemia or bleed 

disorders such as hemophilia.   
 

Visit:    abseconvet.com    

Resources tab –click on Blood Bank 

to learn more and register your pet. 
 

Incentives will be provided to clients and pets 

for participation in this  

LIFE SAVING EVENT!!! 

 
MORE DONORS ARE DEPERATELY NEEDED! 

PLEASE HELP SAVE A LIFE! 
 

http://goto.walmart.com/c/73115/565706/9383?subId1=OpenPets&subId2=dogtoys&veh=aff&sourceid=imp_000011112222333344&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walmart.com%2Fsearch%2F%3Fquery%3DDog%2520toys
http://go.redirectingat.com/?id=81823X1546154&xs=1&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trixie.de%2Fheimtierbedarf%2Fus%2Fshop%2FDog%2FActivityGames%2F
http://goto.walmart.com/c/73115/565706/9383?subId1=OpenPets&subId2=dogtoys&veh=aff&sourceid=imp_000011112222333344&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walmart.com%2Fsearch%2F%3Fquery%3DDog%2520toys
http://www.wideopenpets.com/10-ways-tire-dog-summer/
https://amzn.to/2lnEJVD
https://amzn.to/2lnEJVD
https://www.wideopenpets.com/probiotics-for-dogs/
https://www.wideopenpets.com/probiotics-for-dogs/
https://amzn.to/2lnEJVD
https://amzn.to/2lnEJVD
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NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
 
In November, AVH has partnered with the NJ Department 

of Agriculture, Division of Animal Health to become 

members of the State Animal Response Team. Various 

members of the AVH family will participate in seven in 
person trainings to become certified animal first responders. 

In case of disaster, our AVH staff will be well trained in 

providing emergency services and shelter care to local 

animals in need. We are very proud of this partnership and 
are dedicated to the service of our community.  
 
New payment option. AVH has partnered with a new 

company called Deferit. This organization will provide an 

additional payment option to clients who find themselves 
short on cash. Upon application and approval, Deferit will 

provide clients with $500 towards bill pay. The only cost of 

this service is $7.99 per month until the loan is paid off 

(usually in 4 installments). There are no late fees or interest 
rates. Please ask our Client Services Representative about 

this option on your next visit.  
 
AVH is creating a brand-new non-profit organization for a 

Vet Bill Assistance Network. Additionally, a few local vet 
hospitals will be offered to participate in our network. This 

program will be offered to AVH and participating hospitals 

clients (in good standing) with financial constraints who may 

be faced with the painful decision of pre-mature euthanasia 
or possible surrender. AVH will hold multiple fundraisers to 

help raise money to sustain this program. We care about our 

community and every pet we treat. Stay tuned for fundraiser 
events, contests, and activities. There’s lots to do to get this 

organization up and running.  

 

NON-PROFIT FUNDRAISERS 
 
Pictures with Santa. Bring your pets to get a holiday picture 

with our AVH Santa in our lobby. Photo shoot dates and 
times will be advertised on our social media pages. The cost 

of pics will be $5 per pic – proceeds will benefit our Vet Bill 

Assistance non-profit program. 
 
AVH Rescue Partnerships Giving Tree -- Visit our lobby 
to pick an ornament off our Christmas Tree. Ornaments list 

items needed by our Rescue Partnerships that you can donate 

to add an extra good deed to your holiday season.  
 
Want to drop off a gift for Toys for Tots this year? Visit our 

lobby to drop off your unwrapped, new toy.  
 
Give the gift of wellness to your pet-loving friends. Pay for 
a friend’s fur baby wellness visit this holiday or purchase an 

item from our online pharmacy as a gift for a friend.  
 

ANIMAL HEALTH 

 
 

Five Ways to Protect Pets  

In Winter 
Follow these tips to keep animals safe and comfortable in the 

cold from the Humane Society of the United States. 

In many areas, winter is a season of bitter cold and numbing 

wetness. Make sure your four-footed family members stay 

safe and warm by following these simple guidelines. 

1. Keep pets sheltered 

Keep your pets inside with you and your family. Under no 

circumstances should pet cats be left outdoors, even if 

they roam outside during other seasons. Dogs are happiest 
when taken out frequently for walks and exercise, but kept 

inside the rest of the time. Don't leave pets outdoors when 

the temperature drops. 

Heated Cat Shelters on Amazon.com 

If your dog is outdoors much of the day for any reason, they 

must be protected by a dry, draft-free shelter that is large 
enough to allow them to move comfortably, but small 

enough to hold in body heat. The floor should be raised a few 

inches from the ground and covered with cedar shavings or 
straw. The doorway should be covered with waterproof 

burlap or heavy plastic. 

Pets who spend a lot of time outdoors need more food in the 
winter because keeping warm depletes energy. Routinely 

check your pet's water dish to make certain the water is fresh 

and unfrozen. Use plastic food and water bowls; when the 
temperature is low, your pet's tongue can stick and freeze to 

metal. 

2. Bundle up, wipe down 

No matter what the temperature is, windchill can 

threaten a pet's life. Exposed skin on noses, ears and paw 

pads are at risk for frostbite and hypothermia during extreme 
cold snaps. For this reason, short-haired dogs often feel more 

comfortable wearing a sweater—even during short walks. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=thehumsocofth-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=e4a304510e40815b412d1a7055ac100d&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=pets&keywords=heated+cat+houses
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Rock salt and other chemicals used to melt snow and ice can 
irritate the pads of your pet's feet. Wipe all paws with a damp 

towel before your pet licks them and irritates their mouth. 

3. Remove common poisons 

Antifreeze is a deadly poison, but it has a sweet taste that 

may attract animals and children. Wipe up any antifreeze 

spills immediately and keep it, like all household chemicals, 
out of reach. Coolants and antifreeze made with propylene 

glycol are less toxic to pets, wildlife and family. 

Dogs are at particular risk of salt poisoning in winter due to 
the rock salt used in many areas—often when licking it from 

their paws after a walk. Store de-icing salt in a safe place and 

wipe your dog’s paws, even after short walks. If your dog 

ingests rock salt, call a veterinarian immediately. 

4. Protect outdoor animals 

If there are outdoor cats, either owned pets or community 

cats in your area, remember that they need protection 

from the elements as well as food and water. It's easy 

to give them a hand. 

You can make your own cat shelter quickly and easily with 

a plastic tub. 

Cars are one of many hazards to small animals—warm 

engines in parked cars attract cats and small wildlife, who 

may crawl up under the hood. To avoid injuring any hidden 
animals, bang on your car's hood to scare them away before 

starting your engine. 

You can also help make your property safe for deer in the 
wintertime by waiting until after the first week of December 

to string lights, and after then, only on trees over six inches 

in diameter. Before the first snow, you should also store 

summer recreational materials, like hammocks and swings. 

HORSE CARE 

Be sure your horses have access to a barn or a three-sided 
run-in so they can escape the wind and cold. While not all 

horses will need to be blanketed, blankets will help horses 

keep warm and dry, especially if there is any rain or snow. If 
you’ve body-clipped your horses, keep them blanketed 

throughout the winter. 

Give your horses access to unfrozen water at all times. You 
can use heated buckets or water heaters/de-icers to make sure 

the water doesn’t freeze. Also, be sure to feed your horses 

more forage—unlimited amounts, if possible—during 
extreme cold. This will help your horses create heat and 

regulate their body temperatures. 

5. Speak out 

If you encounter a pet left in the cold, politely let the owner 
know you're concerned. Some people genuinely don’t know 

the risk that cold weather poses to their pets or livestock and 

will be quick to correct any problems you address. If 

someone you raise these concerns with responds poorly or 
continues to neglect their animals, follow our steps on 

reporting winter neglect. 

 
 

AVH NOW HAS KITTIES FOR 

ADOPTION IN OUR LOBBY! 

 

Come meet our adoptable kitties courtesy of 

Atlantic County Animal Shelter!  

Adoption fee is $85 for the 1st kitty and 

$42.50 for the second. Potential adopters 

must complete an application with one of 

our Customer Service Reps. 

PET MEMORIAL PAGE 

In honor of our patients who have crossed the Rainbow 
Bridge, AVH is launching a Memorial page on our website 

for clients to post pictures of their beloved pets. Submit pet’s 

name and photos to:  Memorial@abseconvet.com.  

AVH CLIENT PARTICIPATION INITIATIVE 
 
AVH has started a Recycling Program for some specific 
items: We are currently collecting your old mascara wands.  
 
The wands are used to remove fly eggs and larva from the 

fur and feathers of animals. They can be used to 

help groom animals to remove things like dust, dirt, sand, 
and sawdust. They can help a wildlife rehabilitator examine 

an animal for injuries. They're used with birds and bunnies, 

opossums, and box turtles. 
 
Please wash/clean your old mascara wands and drop them off 

at any time at Absecon Veterinary Hospital. 
 

 

https://www.humanesociety.org/news/keeping-neighborhood-cats-safe
https://www.humanesociety.org/news/what-do-if-you-see-pet-left-out-cold
https://www.humanesociety.org/news/what-do-if-you-see-pet-left-out-cold
mailto:Memorial@abseconvet.com
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AVH ADOPTION NETWORK 

AVH partners with a few local reputable Rescue 
organizations as a Community Service project to help 

animals in need find good homes. All adoptions are arranged 

through each individual rescue.  

All animals adopted through this 

resource receive a Complimentary 

First Exam at Absecon Veterinary 

Hospital. 

PETS AVAILABLE FOR FOSTER/ADOPTION  
 

TRI-STATE BASSET HOUNDS 

See available dogs at 

https://www.tristatebassets.org/animals/list 
 

Fill out a application and get pre-approved  

https://www.tristatebassets.org/info/display?PageI

D=12144 
 
Thank you for your interest in adopting a rescued Basset 

Hound!  We ask all potential adopters to complete our 

application and approval process first so we can discuss the 
dogs that fit your home.  We usually have 25 - 35 dogs 

available and the ages range from less than year old to ten 

plus years old.  Once we receive your application, you'll be 
contacted by an adoption representative to complete the 

application process.  We look forward to speaking with you 

about our wonderful hounds waiting for forever homes!!! 
 

Please take me home with you! 

 
Meet 1 year old Whitney 

Whitney is good with other dogs, older/considerate kids 
only, and adults. Whitney is not only beautiful, she’s also a 

quiet girl. Requires a yard. 

 

 
Meet Bear 

Bear is a 1 ½ year old Basset/Rottweiler mix. He is Good 

with dogs, good with older/considerate kids, good with 

adults, and is also quiet. As all hounds, Bear requires a yard. 
 

 
Meet Katie 

Katie is a 4-year-old basset/corgi mix. She is good with 

dogs, good with cats, good with older/considerate kids 

only, good with adults, quiet, requires a yard. 

https://www.tristatebassets.org/info/display?PageID=12144
https://www.tristatebassets.org/info/display?PageID=12144


 

 

8 

 

 
CLIENT MONTHLY NEWSLETTER        DECEMBER 2021 

Cat Tales Rescue 
https://cattalesinc.org/ 

 
Are you looking for a new companion? 

Whether you’re looking to give a home to a kitten who can’t 
wait to start its great life in its forever home or to an older cat 

who might have been waiting to be adopted for some time, 

you’re truly saving a life when you adopt a rescue kitty. 
 

 
Meet Josie 

Friendly girl Josie was born in a cat colony. She is a very 
social kitty who loves to be out playing and enjoys snuggling 

when she's tuckered out and in the mood. This beautiful, 

calico kitten will be a wonderful pet and keep her adopter 

entertained. 
 

 
Meet Snow 

Sweet boy Snow was put outside, not neutered, to fend for 
himself by a former owner. A thoughtful neighbor saw him 

and fed him until she was able to get in touch with us to take 

him in. He's now been neutered and is enjoying life in his 

foster home. Snow is a very sweet, mellow kitty who enjoys 
being pet and brushed. He is a very easy-going kitty and he 

doesn't mind other kitties at all. He's not fazed by much at 

all. He even settled right into his foster home instantly. He 
likes to play with interactive toys and roll around on his back 

while you pet him. 
 

 
Meet Margie 

Pretty girl Margie is shy at first but enjoys attention and 

playing once she is familiar with her human friends. Margie 
enjoys having her back rubbed and playing with her kitten 

friends as well as her pompom and mice toys. 
 

 

https://cattalesinc.org/

