
  

 

Modoc Family Gathering 

On October 20, 2018 over 80 Modoc Tribal Members and family came 
together at our 1st Annual Modoc Family Gathering.  Our theme this 
year was “Connecting Our Past to Our Future”.   This was the largest 
gathering for our people in many years, since our forced relocation to 
Oklahoma.    

Members joined together to honor our ancestors, whose pictures were 
displayed around the fireplace, and the sacrifices that were made to en-
sure that we are alive and thriving today.   A reminder, that we as the 
Modoc community have the responsibility of breathing life into our tra-
ditions and culture. 

During the Gathering, members took time to get to know each other and 
share their family stories.  Several youth who joined our Modoc Youth 
Camp over the summer, demonstrated greetings and introductions in 
Modoc language during a brief presentation.  

This event would not have been possible without the support of Chief 
Bill Follis, the Modoc Culture Committee, and Modoc CCDF, in addition 
to our community allies.  We look forward to seeing this event grow year 
after year as our Modokni Maklaks come together to  remember. 
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October 3, 1873— Six prominent Modoc leaders were set for execution following the events of the Modoc 
War.  Just prior to the execution, Barncho and Slolux‘s punishments were changed to life imprisonment at 
Alcatraz Island.  Captain Jack, Schonchin, Black Jim, and Boston Charley were executed in the presence of 
their people. 

October 23, 1873—  155 Modoc, made up of 42 men, 59 women, and 54 children were loaded onto wag-
ons  departing from Ft. Klamath to Redding, California, where Slolux and Barncho are sent with guards to 
Alcatraz island. 

October 26, 1873 — The remaining 153 Modocs are loaded into 4 cattle train cars and transported to Ft. 
D.A. Russell in Wyoming Territory, where they had thought would be their new home. 

December 3, 1873 — Captain Wilkinson receives orders to place the Modoc prisoners with the Quapaw 
Agency, in hopes to avoid the Modocs joining other rebellious tribes in the Wyoming area.  

December 16 , 1873 —  The 2,000 mile early winter journey comes to an end as the Modocs arrive in Bax-
ter Springs, Kansas, cold, hungry, and sick.   
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 Modoc Culture: A Call to Action 
Since the 19th century, Modoc culture has adapted to changes as we encountered 
and began to barter with fur traders and settlers for guns and horses to compete 
with rivaling groups.  The Oregon Trail also passed directly through traditional Mo-
doc Lands—which brought new settlers that we began working for and trading 
with for livestock and vegetables.  This had an enormous effect on the culture, as 
we began to embrace the settlers’ ways, including clothing and English names.   

Due to the discord between the U.S. Government and the Modoc following the 
Modoc War, it was General William Tecumseh Sherman’s wish to leave no Modoc 

man, woman, or child alive, so that Modoc would cease to exist.  

In 1874, nearly a year after the brutal and traumatic forced relocation, 4,040 acres were purchased 
from the Eastern Shawnee to establish the Modoc Reservation, so our civilization process could offi-
cially begin.  The hunting, fishing, and gathering skills that were once second nature for Modoc, were 
replaced with farming skills and Christian ways—Quaker to be exact.  

The first few years after relocation were particularly difficult, as little funds were provided for food, 
clothing, or medicines.  The death toll was especially high among children and the aged.  By 1878, 
after almost five years in Oklahoma, 48 deaths had reduced the Modoc population to 105.  By the 
time of the Modoc Allotment in 1891, there were only 68 Modoc left to receive them, and many of 
the allotted had been born after removal.   

With the struggle for survival, processes of assimilation, and removal from all that was familiar, the 
Modoc way had begun to disappear.   Today we are working to relearn our language in the way that 
our ancestors spoke, we are rekindling our ceremonies and gatherings, and we are reconnecting to 
the roots of our creation. We, maklaks, have the privilege to learn and live and speak as our ances-

tors before us.  

Kintpuash 

Captain Jack 
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Tom Burkybile~ Modoc Elder 
Tom Burkybile, 67 resides in Quapaw, Oklahoma.   He is the son of 
Cecil Ball (Modoc) and Joe Burkybile and was raised with his 6 sib-
lings, just east of Quapaw.  When he was young, he enjoyed fishing 
trips with his grandmother, Lottie Dawes, where he would learn 
traditional ways. Tom is now father to 3 children and grandfather 
to 3.  He is well known for his sense of humor, orneriness, and be-
ing a bit of a daredevil.  These days he enjoys hunting, fishing, and 
trips to the beach in Florida.  

 

Modoc Ancestor ~ Sam Ball 
Sam Ball (Kla-ko-lithe) was a man that lived a full life to the very end.  He was 
brought to Oklahoma by cattle car as a Modoc POW in 1873. Sam was mar-
ried twice to Modoc women and a third time to Tom’s great grandmother, 
Nellie Ball (Quapaw). Sam returned to Oregon in the early 1900’s and passed 
on May 5th, 1906 at the age of 80 years old. The stories told reflect that Sam 
was a hard working farmer and skilled at making wooden bows.  To many in 
the Seneca area, he was known as “Sam Bow”.  Many of his bows and arrows 
are on display at the Dartmouth College: Hood Museum of Art.  

New Enrollments 

Welcome New Members!     

Joshua Shadwick-Young II, 6 mo 

Caroline Paine, 2 yrs 

Keegan Schicke, 10 yrs 

Cooper Schicke, 15 yrs 

Emma Schicke, 10 yrs 

Cecilia Scifers, 1 yr 

Zoey Gering, 1 yr 

Secretarial Election 

Don’t forget to check your mail!  In the coming month, the 
BIA will be sending out voter registration packets to all members 18 
and older to confirm our name change to Modoc Nation.  **Please 
disregard previous packet sent out in October.   

Members will need to  print, sign, and date the yellow page  provid-
ed in the packet and mail back immediately with the envelope pro-
vided to become a “registered voter”.  If you 
have registered by the identified deadline, you 
will then receive a ballot by mail shortly after.   

Answer “yes” or “no” to the proposed name 
change and send ballot back in the mail by the 
identified deadline.  

Tom and wife of 47 years, Jane Anne. 
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Modoc Artist—Levi Yeakey 

Updates! Continue to check our new 
website, www.modoctribe.com, for up-
coming events, meetings, and news. 

‹‹‹ Shiu’lkish ››› 

Help us stay connected and up-
dated on Modoc Member stories 
by contacting us!  We are in 
need of:  

 Modoc Elder Interviews 

 Modoc Stories, Song, & Art 

 Tribal Member Recognition 

 Modoc Family Photos  

Chili Cook-Off 
On September 8th, Rob Burkybile, Jeremy Mullin, and Jessica 

Mullin represented the Modoc Tribe at the annual Miami 
FestiFALL.  This year they entered a one of a kind Modoc 

Yoho (Bison) Chili recipe that required three days of prepa-

ration.   This recipe had people returning for seconds and 
thirds—until it was ALL GONE.   

The team placed 3rd overall for judges choice.   Make your 
own Yoho Chili at home by purchasing Bison meat from the 

Modoc Tribe Headquarters. 

 

Levi Yeakey, a Modoc artist, recently completed a 3-D sculpture for an art 
class.  This year he is a freshmen at Crowder College where he is majoring 
in Art Studies.  He stated this piece took roughly a month and half to com-
plete and utilized materials including, cardboard, spray paint, hot glue, and 
feathers.   Inspiration came from his Modoc 
heritage and grandmother, Maureen Yeakey 
(Modoc), who passed away 4 years ago. 

When asked what this piece means to him, Levi stated “it represents the 
growth of our tribe, because we are no longer going to be unheard and just 
be two dimensions”.  In addition to sculpture, Levi enjoys producing any type 
of artwork, but is most fond of graphite and paintings, especially landscapes 
and realism.  We are excited to see this young man create a new generation 
of Modoc art.   
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Tuika (to have a dream) 

 

 

 

 

 

       

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student University Major 

Rex Burkybile Pittsburg State University Computer Information Systems 

Todd Burkybile Southeast Technical Institute Civil Engineering Technology 

Chase Clark University of Oklahoma Linguistics 

Clyde Colombe Sinte Gleska University Business 

Katie Conzonire Texas Christian University General Studies 

Noel Crowely II Penn State University – Law School Law 

Sean Crowely Eastern Michigan University Communications 

Tanner Easterla Los Rios College Social Sciences 

Tayla Easterla Folsom Lake College Business 

Thomas Ferry University of California-Santa Barbara Communications 

Braxton Graham Missouri University of S & T Electrical Engineering 

Bryce Hall University of Texas Civil Engineering 

Kensey Hansen Portland State University Applied Health & Fitness 

Shane Koepnick Fort Scott Community College Farm & Ranch Management 

Mitchell Mann Arizona State University Engineering 

Audrey McGaughey University of Arkansas Public Health 

Lane Shelton Pittsburg State University Fashion Merchandising 

Grace Vaughan University of Arizona Psychology 

Hayden Wright Northeastern A & M College Computer Engineering 

Matthew Wright Northeastern A & M College General Studies 

Levi Yeakey Crowder College Art and Design  

Since 1978, the Modoc Tribe has provided scholarship funding for over 100 Modoc students in various 
fields and professions.  We believe education is the best way to empower our members to lead  

sustainable futures.  Here is a letter from the Colley Family.    

Hi, my husband, Carl David Colley, and our children, grandchildren, as well as 
his siblings and all their children, are members of the tribe.  This is all due to 
my beloved mother-in-law, Claudia Lee Hayman Colley.  She has been gone over 
nine years, but she gave an incredible gift to her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren in the form of them being able to receive Modoc college grants.  
Our family feels truly blessed by her and the Modoc Tribe! 

Lynn Colley 



  

 

 

 

 

 

««« Paternity, Establishment, Locate, Enforcement, Payment Disbursement »»» 

Since 1973 The Modoc Tribe has been a leader in providing resources to communities to strengthen fami-
lies and meet their children’s needs. The focus of CSE is to ensure that every child, who resides within the 
jurisdiction of the Modoc Nation, receives the full benefit of the child support program . The CSE program 
is committed to ensuring that children receive their mandated child support in a timely manner, establish 
paternity for minor children, as well as establish and modify child support orders. In addition to providing 
services to Native children residing in Ottawa country, Modoc Tribe has formed a child support consorti-

um to assist other Tribes in their jurisdictions. 

Help Desk at (888)540-1501 

  Modoc Language Program 

MODOC ENGLISH 

Gu shesha _________ gi. My Name is _______. 

Dal mi shesha gi? What is your name? 

    

Nu modokni gi. I am Modoc. 

Dal mi Modokni gi? Are you Modoc? 

ii, nu Modokni gi! Yes, I am Modoc! 

Red Cedar Recycling 

Red Cedar Recycling (RCR) has been managed by Wes Davis since 2000.  Wes and his staff of five, sees 
an average of 446 tons of recyclables per year in the Ottawa County area. In addition, the remaining 8 
tribes in the area have contributed to the cause by educating and providing recycling opportunities for 
their Tribal Members as well.  

“We want to express our gratitude to the neighboring Tribes in Ottawa County, and the work that they 
are doing as well. It’s a combined effort of multiple Tribes focused on a cleaner sustainable future.”      

—Wes Davis 

 204 D St. NE, Miami, OK  (918)994-1827 

W A K  I  H E M K A N K A ?  

H O W  D O  Y O U  S A Y  T H A T ?  

We will be offering a Modoc Lan-
guage Learner series through par-
tial immersion.  Join us on the mis-
sion to “Reclaim Our Language”.  
This process will include: 

 (5) 1.5 hour weekly lessons 
 2 Way Conversation Scripts 
 Connection to our Ancestors & 

the Modoc Community 

Modoc Tribe Headquarters 
Start date: November 29th 

Thursdays, from 6:00pm –7:30pm 
Ages 8 yrs & Up 

 
Please contact Jessica Mullin, Direc-

tor of Education, for more infor-
mation at 918-994-1819. 
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 SAVE PAPER by signing up for our E-Quarterly Newsletter!   


