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Inside This Issue: 

The Modoc Tribal Nation General Council convened for its annual meeting 
on May 5, 2018. During this time the members present unanimously voted 
to change the name of the Tribe from the "Modoc Tribe of Oklahoma" to 
"Modoc Tribal Nation" for all business and official purposes.   
 
We caught up with the Modoc Attorney General, Blake Follis, about the 
name change and what it means moving forward. Blake stated “The Tribe 
will always retain the previous name, as a point of reference. This action 
will provide clarity that our Tribal nation is not restricted solely to Oklaho-
ma and that we may provide services to our tribal members nationwide; as 

well as to prevent other native and non-native individuals from claiming 
that they are Modoc, as it has been discovered.” Currently the Modoc Trib-
al Nation has 301 members in 20  states and counting! 
 

What’s in a name?  
When we think of a name, we often speak it without knowing the story or 
meaning behind it. In one story of the creation of the Maklaks Modokni 
(Modoc People), the Great Creator threw bones in different directions into 
a basket, naming the tribe and kind of people they would be.  
 

Last he threw bones for the Modoc and said, “You will eat what I eat, you will keep my 
place when I am gone, you will be bravest of all.  Though you may be few, even if many 

and many people come against you, you will overcome them.”(Howe,1979, p. 175) 
 

To be Modoc is extraordinary. Remember that you were chosen for a rea-
son and you can overcome all.   

Modoc Tribal Nation 

22 North Eight Tribes Trail 
Miami, OK 74354 

918-542-1190 
 

www.modoctribe.com 
modoc.tribe@modoctribe.com 

 
Follow us on Facebook! 



  

 

The Modoc Tribal Nation has acquired a piece of histo-
ry for the benefit of the Modoc people. A property on 
800 acres, known locally as the Fleener Homestead 
(pictured right), was purchased by the Tribe in July of 
2017. This land is currently 
undeveloped and has been 
used for agricultural purpos-
es, as it will remain for the 
foreseeable future. The prop-
erty is immediately adjacent 
to the Lava Beds National 
Monument and Modoc Na-
tional Forest.  

In addition to the 800 acres, 
the Modoc Tribal Nation re-
cently purchased the Tule Lake Municipal Airport. This 
local airport was established in the early 1950's and is 

deeded to the City of Tule Lake by the federal 
government, for the explicit purpose of operating 
as an airport to serve northern California, south-
ern Oregon, and western Nevada. The current 

tenant who has been op-
erating the airport, Nick 
Macy, of Macy's Flying 
Services will remain on 
staff as the Fixed Base 
Operator for the airport.  

This is an exciting invest-
ment back in our home-
land and will allow the 
Modoc Tribal Nation to 
continue expanding into 

different industries, as well as provide more op-
portunities for our people. 
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Tumenash (tue~ma~nush) To Inform 

The Modoc Tribal Nation was a recipi-
ent of $882,741.85 from a federal 
lawsuit settlement in the fall of 2016.  
This money was used to acquire acre-
age in northeastern Oklahoma on 
highway 10-C to expand our bison 
herd grazing areas.  

The federal government was required 
to pay out $940 million to settle 
claims filed against them for failing to 
support contract support costs. The 
settlement resolves underpay-
ments  under public law 93-638 self-
determination contracts at the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs.  

Several Tribes collectively fought to 
be fully paid for years. 

Blaiwas 

Annual Meeting Update: 

 32 in attendance 

 30 Members/2 Guests 

 296 Enrolled Modoc 

 Re-elected Council  

 

Modoc Tribal Nation Homelands 

  Modoc Language Program 

This November we will be offering an 
Modoc Language Learner series 
through partial immersion.  Join us on 
the mission to “Reclaim Our Lan-
guage”.  This process will include: 

 (6) 2 hour weekly lessons 
 Weekly Homework 
 2 Way Conversation Scripts 
 Connection to our Ancestors & the 

Modoc Community 

In addition, we would also like to offer 
lessons in this series via webcam, for 
those who live outside of the 4-state 
area.  Please contact Jessica Mullin, 
Director of Education, for more infor-
mation at 918-994-1819. 

  Ramah Navajo Settlement 



  

 

Bill G. Follis, Chief 

Chief Follis has served as leader 
(laki) of the Modoc Tribal Na-

tion since 1978. Our Chief serves 
as executive officer and spokes-
man of the Tribe.   

Chief Follis’ ancestors on the 
Modoc Base Roll, include great 

grandparents James Long and Annie Spicer.  Chief 
Follis resides in Miami, OK.  

Phil W. Follis, First Councilman 

Phil Follis has served as First 
Councilman since 1978.  This 
role is responsible for propos-
ing and voting on tribal laws 
and the promotion of the over-
all welfare of the tribe.  

 Phil’s Ancestors on the Modoc 
Base Roll, include great grandparents, James Long 
and Annie Spicer.  He resides in Miami, OK.  

 

2018 Modoc Elected Council & Judicial Department  

Judy K. Cobb, Second Chief 

Judy Cobb has served as Sec-
ond Chief (Kitchkani) since 

1978.  The Second Chief as-
sumes all duties and responsi-
bilities in the event that Chief 
is unable to serve.  

Judy’s Ancestors on the Mo-
doc Base Roll, include great grandparents James 
Long and Annie Spicer.  She resides in Miami, OK. 

Ramona Rosiere, Secretary/Treasurer 

Ramona has served as Secre-
tary/Treasurer since 1978.  The 
Secretary/Treasurer is respon-
sible for recording the pro-
ceedings of all meetings of the 
Modoc Tribal Council and the 
Modoc Elected Council, as well 

as custodian of  all monies in possession of either 
council.  Her ancestors on the Modoc Base Roll, 
include great grandparents, James Long and An-
nie Spicer.  Ramona resides in Seneca, MO. 
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Gina L. McGaughey, Tribal Judge 

Gina McGaughey has served in 
the role of Tribal Judge for 15 
years.  While this judicial role is 
not on the Elected Council, it is a 
constitutional position elected 
to decide purely inter-tribal is-
sues arising under provisions of 

the Modoc Constitution or legislation.  

Gina’s Ancestors on the Modoc Base Roll, include 
great-great grandparents James Long and Annie 
Spicer. She resides in Owasso, OK. 

Theodore McCullum, Second Councilman 

Theodore McCullum has served 
as Second Councilman since 
1978  This role is responsible for 
proposing and voting on tribal 
laws and the promotion of the 
overall welfare of the tribe.  

Theodore’s ancestor on the Modoc Base Roll is 
U.S. Grant (Akkekis).  Theodore resides in Mus-

kogee, OK.  
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Betty Jo Eddings, 76 years old, is the second eldest female of the Modoc Tribal Nation.  
She is the direct descendant of Modoc Ancestor, Akkekis (U.S. Grant). Betty resides in 

Seneca, MO where she grew up.  In her adulthood, she worked along side her husband at 
a butcher and grocery store for many years.  They adopted a son, William Kent. 
 

        Betty Jo’s mother, Loretta Bellm, attended the Seneca Indian School, where assimilation 
was practiced.  Many Modoc Tribal members, similar to Betty Jo, have had an absence of Modoc Culture.  
Due to the discouragement of native cultural and traditional practices, very little was shared with Betty about 
Modoc culture.  However, Betty recalled and sang a Modoc Song about Yoho (bison) that her mother taught 

her when she was young.   

One hope that Betty has for the future of the Modoc Tribe is for our youth to “take advantage of the 
education opportunities “provided by the Modoc Tribe to lead a successful life.    

Blaiwas 

Betty Jo Eddings ~ Modoc Elder 

 

 

 
Modoc Youth Camp 2018 

Our 1st Annual Modoc Youth Camp was a big success!  
We remembered our ancestors at the Modoc Cemetery, 
visited the Modoc Friends Church, as well as  the Modoc 
Bison Ranch.   Throughout the course of camp, tatoksni 

modokni (Modoc children) learned and practiced the 

Modoc Language, bringing new hope to the revitalization 
of our language.   

Special thank you to Modoc CCDF, Chase Clark-Linguist 
Intern, Jeremy Mullin-Language  Assistant, David Sap-
pington-Modoc Bison Ranch, and Chief Follis for making 
this camp happen! 

Pictured here left to right: Front row: Chief Follis and Maya Craven; 
Back row: Colton Casada, Lexus Bearpaw, Joely Bell, Jessica Mullin, 

Paige McDowell, and Chase Clark. 

Updates coming soon! Over the 2018-
2019 year we will begin the process of 
restoring and updating the Modoc Cem-
etery. This process will include repair-
ing and/or replacing headstones, 
plotting grave sites, and replacing the 
fence.   

‹‹‹ Shiu’lkish ››› 
Help us stay connected and up-
dated on Modoc Member stories 
by contacting us!  We are in 
need of:  

 Modoc Elder Interviews 

 Modoc Stories, Song, & Art 

 Tribal Member Recognition 

 Modoc Family Photos  
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Danny Gelapkápĕle!  

Earlier this Summer, Modoc Tribal Member, Danny 
Burkybile, age 47, took a cross country journey on his 
hand bike along Route 66. He was joined by long-time 
friends and cycling buddies on the trek to California. 
The group departed on June 1st and were shooting to 
accomplish their goal of riding 1700 miles! 

Danny grew up in Picher and currently resides in the 
nearby town of Peoria, OK. In the early 2000’s, Danny 
was diagnosed with Cancer. His battle required multi-
ple surgeries that left him with some physical limita-
tions and a rod implanted in his right leg. This trip was 
not just a long ride with friends, but an opportunity to 
prove a new found strength. 

While he didn’t complete the 1700 miles he set out 
for—He conquered 680 miles and ended up stopping 
just outside of Albuquerque, NM.  Danny stated “I’m 
proud of myself for making it that far” and “life didn’t 
stop at home” so he had to return home to care for 
his family.  We are proud of your hard work  and de-
termination  Danny!  

  Student Highlight 

The Modoc Tribe wishes to recognize:  
Gage Glerup, a graduate of Quapaw High School 
who will be enlisted into the Air Force.  He began 
basic training in June at the Lackland Air Force 
Base in San Antonio, TX.  
Rex Burkybile, a graduate of Quapaw High 
School (Valedictorian) who will be attending Pitts-
burg State University in the fall where he will ma-
jor in Computer Science.  
Levi Yeakey, a graduate of Webb City High 
School.  He will be attending Crowder College 
with a focus in Videography. 

Newborn Modocs 

Congratulations to Blake and Amber Follis who 
welcomed a baby boy named Brycen Walker 

Follis on May 3, 2018. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Buffalo MTE is an LLC owned and operated by the Modoc Tribal Nation.  The company originated in 2012 
as the Tribe began to expand its business ventures. The majority of Buffalo MTE’s past performance has 
been in construction.  However, Buffalo MTE is currently exploring other options to diversify capabilities.  

Currently there are three Modoc tribal members employed by Buffalo MTE, including Gina McGaughey—
President/Member Representative, Clint Rawlings—Construction Specialist, and Phill Follis—special Pro-
jects Coordinator. Several projects have been completed for the Department of Defense, including work 
for Ft. Riley, KS, Ft. Monmouth, NJ; and Ft. Hood, TX.  In addition, Buffalo MTE provides ongoing projects 
at Ft. Gibson, OK in ground maintenance.  This company is steadily growing and taking the lead in govern-
ment contract work. 

Prayers Rising 
By Chickasaw Artist Joanna Underwood Blackburn 

The Visual Voices: Contemporary Chickasaw Art is cur-

rently on display in Norman, OK.  This native art col-

lection was created to tell a story and represent tribal 

family values.  Including, Joanna Underwood Black-

burn’s “Prayers Rising” instillation, which is made up 

of four metal spirals with 113 ceramic tiles, all made 

with Oklahoma’s red clay.   

On each of the tiles is a prayer inscribed by the 39 

recognized tribes of Oklahoma, including the Modoc 

Tribal Nation.  The Modoc tile (displayed on pg.1) is 

inscribed “Modokni Liwala” (Solidarity for the Mo-

doc).  This beautiful piece will be on display at the 

Fred A. Jones Museum of Art located on the campus 

of The University of Oklahoma through September 

9th.  

Joanna Underwood Blackburn is a Chickasaw artists 

who creates pottery, sculpture, graphic design, and 

more.   

See more of her work at www.jblackburnstudios.com. 

An LLC of the Modoc Tribal Nation  

 Modoc Tribe of Oklahoma CCDF: Reminders 
«««Family Preservation receipts are due no later than Friday, Aug. 31st.»»» 

Resources for Tribal Members who reside within 100 miles of CCDF: 
Now accepting applications for: Child Care Assistance, Infant/Child Car Seats, and Newborn/Infant/

Toddler Starter Package.  Please call CCDF to check availability at 918-542-7890. 


